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Feet First

Podiatry Clinic

Now offering
Toenail surgery with local anaesthetic

v Hard & Thick Nails v Corns
v Cracked Heels v Fungal Nails
v Ingrown Toenails
v Diabetic Footcare

Saturday and evening appointments on request

Home visiting service available

Natalie May
Podiatrist

hcpczs
Qualified for almost 30 years.

18 High Street, Downham Market

01366 385854

SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 10am to 4pm

214 Main Road
West Winch
Kings Lynn
PE33 ONP

Kings Lynn's Premier Carpet and Flooring Specialists
Family Run Business With Over 40 Years Experience
Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tile and Commercial Flooring

01553 840219 %
Karndean amtico

Sales@olympiccarpets.co.uk
Designflooring flooring

www.olympiccarpets.co.uk
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APPROXIMATELY 90% OF APPLIANCES

¢
s ARE FIXED ON THE FIRST VISIT

.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIR AND SERVICING

We fix all major brands of:

Washing Machines ¢ Dishwashers ® Tumble Dryers ¢ Electric Hobs
Electric Cookers ¢ Storage Heaters ® Fridges & Freezers

SAME DAY/NEXT DAY SERVICE (when possible)
12 MONTH PARTS & LABOUR GUARANTEE ON ALL WORK CARRIED OUT

01553 813050 » 07760 782202

www.fixupmyappliance.co.uk ¢ info@fixupmyappliance.co.uk

GLMMGChM

Carpet, Oven, Upholstery, Windows, Patios, Roofs & Gutter
Cleaning...and more!

Confirmed Date, Time & Price When Booking

Call Jordan on 01485 609 223
For A Free No Obligation Quote

0
s

jordan@cleantech-norfolk.co.uk

www.cleantech-norfolk.co.uk

' Wills, Probate & Trusts

Crime
Family
Property § 4l
Pergonalln‘]ury, f.‘ 7 %
Care forElderly gy ==
1

Dispute Resolution J

SOLICITORS

Company & Commercial 01553 778100

28/32 King Street, Kings
Lynn, Norfolk PE30 1HQ
- Convenient Kings Lynn town centre location

- Home visits may be available www.mcp-law.co.uk

MOTs
Servicing and Repairs
Vehicle Diagnostics

Tyres, Exhausts, Brakes, Clutches

Tel: 01366 387 803

220 Broomhill, Downham Market, PE38 9QY




Welcome to the Winter issue of your  Latest

Gossip.

As this issue was being put together, Storm
Claudia swept across the country bringing havoc
to residents of Monmouth and making us very
glad to be All Wrapped Up - our theme for this
issue - in comparatively dry Watlington.

As usual, wrapped up in this issue we have news
from lots of village organisations, and our regular
features to keep you company during the dark
evenings. But the reason we can continue to drop
a free magazine through your door every quarter

is thanks to our wonderful advertisers. And
because they choose to advertise with us, wrapped
up in the Gossip is a veritable directory of local
goods and services - avery good reason to keep
your copy handy 1 ong
reading.

If you do contact any of our advertisers, please
remember to tell them that you found them in the
Gossip - it all helps when it comes to their decision
about whether to renew their ad or not.

At this time of year wrapping up can make us

think of the presents still to be bought, or

bringing to a close the old year, ready to embark

on a new year of activities. Several village
committees hold their AGMs early in 2026 and
would love to see you there if, in the new year,

you resolve to get more involved in an aspect of
village life. The Fete AGM is on 12 January, and

the Millennium Green team have theirs on 16
January. As ever, youol!l
dates and many more on p34 of this issue - one
more reason to hold onto your copy until the

Spring issue arrives!

But with this issue we bring some exciting news.
We are trialling a new way for you to keep up to
date with village life as we have joined:

@‘lnﬂngmm

Follow us @watlatestgossip!

Meanwhile, stay wrapped up warm. And from
everyone on the Gossip team, we wish you a very
merry and cosy Christmas and a happy and
peaceful 2026.

Emma, Kirstie, John and Alan
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TlM'S Pruning
TREE Topping $ 4
SERVICES  Feling

All aspects of tree work undertaken
Hedges Removed Stump Grinding
Call 01553 813140 or 07867 7643:_ :

For your free quote
LocAL MAN — LocAL RATES

h@dSNJ on &SI NA S-ELYSINENS/RO

— THE —

SCHOOL OF DANCE

Ballet - Tap — Jazz — Modern - Musical Theatre- Pointe
Flex & Tone - Adult Ballet & Tap - Jazz & Tone - Acrodance
Rhythm and Rhyme from walking to Pre-School

5 v o Hedgo emoval - planting

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: %‘)““ oo %,

Email: theschoolofdance@hotmail.co.uk

www.theschoolofdance.uk WWW.brlandscapesweStnorfOIk.CO.Uk
Facebook: The School of Dance — Watlington MOB : 077747243 66 / 01 553 849802
Phone no: 07708597114 ) INB‘“\\

B.R LANDSCAPES

EST 1986

J—

o Garden and site clearance
® Turf supplied and laid

® Fencing supplied and erected
® Trees - shrubs pruned or removed

® Digger and dumper with operators
® Stump grinding - Sleeper beds

® Gravel driveways and paths

DOWNHAM MARKET
Complementary
HEALTH CLINIC

Offering solutions, not just treatments.
Accessible and affordable healthcare.

Fully Registered Primary Healthcare Practitioners
to diagnose, treat and refer

Highly-skilled and qualified expert
hands-on practitioners able to address:

= Not just muscles, joints and backs. All the tissues of the body.
including the intemal organs

- Symptoms due to hormones. diet, allergies. stress.
autoimmune disease. injury, wear and tear, dysfunction,
medication. cancer, trauma or a combination of these

« Various types of headache and migraine, vertigo. neuropathy

» Biomechanics and mobility

+ Optimal performance and wellbeing

- Any age including expectant mums and newborns

Get in touch

www.downhamhealth.co.uk

01366 383840 | 07955 465299 | reception@downhamhealth.com
93 Lynn Rd, Downham Market, PE38 9QE

Build Right

New Build, Extension or Renovation
Household , Industrial and Commercial
Undertaking building projects throughout West Norfolk
All work quaranteed and carried out to a high standard
by qualified Trades People.

“Build with confidence, Call Build Right”
The Cottage, 5 Sheperdsgate Road, Tilney All Saints,
Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE34 4RP
Tel/Fax 01553 827374
EMal Wadhamm@AOL.Com
FOR AFREENO OBLIGAHbN QUOTATION




Your Parish Council News

Since the last report in the Gossip the Parish
Council has met twice, on 2 September and 21
October.

Mr S Small has resigned from the Council due to
increased work commitments. There are currently three
vacancies on the Council.

County Councillor Long reported to the October meeting
that Norfolk County Council voted in favour of a single
unitary authority for Norfolk and Suffolk at its full
meeting on 16 October. New devolved powers will be
overseen by a Mayor who will be elected in May 2026.
Borough and District Councils across Norfolk have
submitted a shared proposal for three new unitary
authorities in Norfolk covering Greater Norwich, East
Norfolk and West Norfolk. Central Government will be
deciding on which proposal to implement in March
2026.

In his report to the September meeting, County
Councillor Long reported that Parish and Town Councils
could bid to him for a share of his £12,000 budget for
highways and environmental projects. He also has a
budget of £5,000 for community -led projects focused
on social inclusion, wellbeing or environmental
improvement, and a further £1,000 pot for local
initiatives. These latter funds can only be applied for by
community groups.

Sports Pavilion

The funding bid to the Football Foundation (FF)
submitted in June was further delayed when the FF
requested information relating to new target Key
Performance Indicators. Further clarification was
required relating to issues such as how the pavilion
would benefit those on low incomes, women and girls
(at least 30% of sporting teams using the pavilion must
be female), and under -represented groups such as those
with disabilities or mental health problems. The bid
writer, Mr Wall, had attended recent meetings with the
FF which had highlighted that one main reason for their
reluctance to fund the project was due to previously
funded bids not meeting the targets they had claimed
on their grant applications. Because of this, future
grants would be reclaimed in part by the FF if targets
failed.

Interested in following up on any of the
Parish Council news items?

8 Full minutes and agendas of meetings are available
on the website: watlington -norfolk -pc.gov.uk

8 All local planning applications and decisions can be
viewed at https://tinyurl.com/watplanning

The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is open on

Thursdays but times may vary. Please call 01553

810777 to confirm that the office is open.

Full contact details for the Parish Council are on

page 34.

On award of the grant of £149,974 from the FF,

Councillor Golding had contacted Mr Wall to go through

the Terms and Conditions in detail. These include that,

should the Council not use the Pavilion as stated in the

grant application, the FF would have the power to claim

the land or building. Mr Wall had no knowledge of this

clause ever being applied and stated that the Council

should not be overly concerned by it. Furthermore, Mr

Wall confirmed that the FF was
back of granté cl ause.
he had no knowledge of this clause ever having been
used and stated that the sum involved in the Watlington
project was small compared to other grants, some worth
up to £1 million.

The Clerk noted that this was a good deal for the village
which had taken four years to achieve and that provided
the Council maintains a good relationship with the FF
and the Norfolk Football Association, it is very unlikely
that there will be any reprisals. Furthermore, Councillor
Golding noted that if the Council decided to reject the
grant this would have an adverse effect on any future
applications to the FF as Watlington would be deemed to
be undependable. Councillors agreed that, in view of the
work undertaken and the benefit to the village, the grant

should be accepted and the T&Cos

The Council has received a Community Infrastructure
Levy payment from the Borough Council for £43,444.23
in respect of the new housing development off
Downham Road. Together with the FF grant this will
allow the pavilion to be built in its entirety as detailed in
the original planning application. Part -funding will be
sought in 2026 for solar panel, which will form part of a
phase Il scheme for the project.

The building contractors, Robert Murfitt Carpentry &
Joinery Building & Renovation, were due to start work on
the Pavilion on 8 September. However, this had been
del ayed due to the FF6&s
The building contractors had requested to be paid in
advance on a monthly basis during the project, due to
the high costs involved. Although the Council does not
usually pay in advance for such works, Councillors
agreed that it was extremely unlikely that any
misdemeanours would occur and agreed to upfront
payments, subject to full transparency and written
reports being received on a weekly basis.

request

Allotments, Play Areas, Footpaths and Public
Spaces

Criminal damage had occurred to a car in the Village
Hall car park but unfortunately the incident was not
recorded on CCTV due to the relevant camera having
experienced a power surge at some earlier time. AMR
Fire & Security were called out as an emergency to fix
the problem and reported that the damaged camera was
unrepairable. They also noted that the system was
dated. The Council approved the purchase of a
replacement camera at a total cost of £397.85 in
addition to the call out and repair fee of £177.60.

continued onp?7

Agai n, Mr


http://watlington-norfolk-pc.gov.uk/
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Choose your own Xmas Tree
Dug or Chopped
Starting from 4ft - £20
Located at rear of
20 Mill Rd
Watlington
Please Call:
07980431970 or 07990801259
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J A BROOKS
ELECTRICAL Ltd

Covering all aspects of electrical work including
new builds, re -wires, fuse board upgrades, indoor/
outdoor lighting, hot tub supply and more.

For a free quote please contact Jimmy on:
07901 543717
jbrookselectrical@gmail.com

Over 10 years experience, fully insured.
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Firewood Suppliec‘

Tree stump r e molv

oneff or regqgul a
strimming [/ heg
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CHI MNEY SWE
SERVI CE

Il nspection fli
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For detail s ajn
Woodl and Fule
01366 34771
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SERVICES (M&E) LTD

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES
GAS - OIL - RENEWABLES - ELECTRICAL

07778524833 | INFO@OJWSERVICES.CO.UK

A TYE
PLASTERING

cmee—E5T.197 8 ——

DI273109960

01553 812001
PROFESSTONAL PLASTERING SERVICES

-ALL ASPECTS OF
PLASTERWORK UNDERTAKEN

-RENOVATION & LIME PLASTERING
SPECIALIST

-FJULL DECORATING SERVICE
AVAILABLE

= INSURANCE APPROVED TRADESMAN =

gM



continued from p5

At the September meeting it was reported that the An estimate of £4,595.70 + VAT had been received
Community Payback Team have attended the village from Hayes and Storr Solicitors for conveyancing and
infrequently but have carried out work on the Mill search fees in relation to this purchase. However, the
Road / Downham Road footpath and undertaken various Clerk noted that the final cost may well be higher due
jobs for tenants of the Paige Close allotment site. to additional searches being required. The Council
However, in October the meeting was told that they had approved the estimate, and also approved the Clerk
recently attended and carried out various jobs in the making immediate payments to the solicitors as
Vi||age, and would now be Coming every three weeks or demands related to the search and ConVeyanCing costs
so. were received, rather than having to wait for approval at
a full council meeting. The Clerk noted that Hayes and

Two swings on the Stone Close play area had been
vandalised. The cost of replacement was £295.20. The
contracted Maintenance Officer had carried out the
repairs as the Community Payback Team was
unavailable. Warren Close / Rowan Close Footpath

The deadline for compliance with the Planning

I nspectorateds decision regardin
the agreed footpath between the Warren Close play area

and Rowan Close was 15 August. However, the footpath

is still not open.

Storr had stildl not been contact
solicitor and Councillor Golding undertook to contact
the land agent to chase this up.

The pedestrian gate into the play area required a
replacement lock. A quote of £228 had been obtained
for this. However Councillor Bailey had repaired the gate
on behalf of the Council which offered a huge vote of
thanks for carrying out the work and the resulting

saving made. The Clerk has submitted a Freedom of Information

request to the Borough Council for a summary of the

case file, and a detailed schedule of administrative and

|l egal costs associated with the
letter has been copied to Terry Jermy MP, who has also

contacted the Borough Council raising his concerns that
enforcement action was not being pursued.

Councillor Rockcliffe has removed the damaged goal
post from the Warren Close play area and would be
welding the structure back together. Councillor Brown
was thanked for her work in giving the Tots play area on
the recreation ground a full clean, and Councillor Bailey
was thanked for repairing the junior climbing wall on
the Warren Close play area. Councillors Golding and Bhondi would seek a meeting
with a representative of the planning department to

Four tenants at the Paige Close allotment site, and one .
discuss the case.

at the Britton Close site, have terminated their contracts
and the plots are being re  -let to people on the waiting Traffic
list. Councillor Prior highlighted that some vehicles
. . . ﬁravellie;g into the villag@ on ann Rqad.do notjslow .

Regarding the application to the ount}q_ ouncil 1”0, arish

. . down at the 30mph sign just before the Mill Road
Partnership scheme for funding to extend the trod on wrni q ted that thi db q
Station Road, Councillor Golding, the Clerk and the urning and suggeste atthis wou €agoo

. . j ) ) location for the SAM2 speed sign. The Clerk made
Highways Engineer met with the proprietors of Station i ith the High Enai ho'i ted
Farm on site at the end of August to discuss the enquiries wi € Fighways Engineer wno inspecte

proposed work. The proprietors appeared to be in the site and confirmed that a post would be permitted

favour, so the Clerk undertook to prepare an agreement on either side of the road. The Clerk would therefore

to that effect so that the application for funding could lapplz 0 lNorfoIk (;(r)]unty (ioutn(;ll\t\(;r i S?sz sign ;
be resubmitted under the 2026/27 funding round. ocation ficence. she contacted Weslcotec for a quote

for the cost of a post, but as this came back as a total
Defibrillator of £234, Councillor Prior confirmed that he would
New pads have been purchased for the defibrillator with source and install a post himself.
an expiry date of June 2028, but replacement pads for
the current unit will no longer be available from January
2027. Therefore a replacement defibrillator will be
required before June 2028. Newer models can be
adjusted to give shocks with different energy levels, for
example if used on children. New units vary in cost
between £900 and £1300.

Remembrance Sunday

The Council voted to purchase a poppy wreath from the
Royal British Legion to be laid at the church memorial
on behalf of the Council at a cost of £35.
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Diocese Land Purchase

As reported in the last issue of the Gossip, the Council
has approved the purchase of the land comprising the
Glebe Field and village hall car park from the Diocese of
Ely for a sum of £50,000. A land valuation by Brown &
Co had concluded that this valuation was reasonable.



HAIR STYL

O’é UNISEX HAIR SAL

STOW BRIDGE
WednesdaySaturday, 9arbpm

Late night opening on Thursdays, til 7pm
For appointments contact

Sherybr Michelleon
01366 382716 or 07798 747862

Accounting &
Taxation
Services

Free Initial Meeting

Old Warden, St Ann’s Fort, King's Lynn, Norfolk,
PE30 2EU

Tel: 01553 777360 Fax: 01553 774806
Email: info@bellamysteele.co.uk
Website: www.bellamysteele.co.uk

OWE
Carpentry & Jomery
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Jan Woodruff
Counselling Services

| offer counselling in a safe, confidential space,
where | will listen and not judge, but will help you,
help yourself to move forward and enjoy life.

Bereavement - Relationship Problems - Anxiety
Depression - Low Self Esteem - Abuse
Confidence Levels - Stress - Anger Management

Interested in an initial chat, then
please contact me on:

07842 114220

Member of the British Association of
Counselling & Psychotherapy (BACP)

Downham Market, Norfolk

/I NI

P. BOWMAN

PLUMBING AND HEATING
NORTH RUNCTON

REGISTER

Call or email Phil:

07776 147081 bowmanld7@aol.com

Walker’s
Property Services

We specialise in painting, decorating
and wallpapering; Interior and Exterior

With experience also in carpentry and
all other D.LY. jobs.

Top quality work and competitive prices.

For free estimates, telephone Mick on
01553 810500 or 07981 914 657

107 Downham Road,
Watlington,

King’s Lynn,
Norfolk,

PE33 OHR

g2



Police

Medical Centre

orfolk Constabulary is launching a new survey to

help people shape policing priorities in their
communities. The Neighbourhood Policing Survey o}
funded by the Office of the Police and Crime
Commissioner for Norfolk - takes just five minutes to
complete.

The responses will be shared with local policing teams
to help them understand eac
postcode by postcode.

Chief Superintendent Wes Hornigold, local policing
commander, said: OEffective
listening. This survey is another opportunity to tell us

what matters most to you in your community
it's tackling anti -social behaviour, improving visibility of
officers, or addressing specific safety concerns in your
area. Your feedback will help inform how

nei ghbourhood policing

The NPS is the first survey to be launched as part of the

constabularyds new Public Voi c systémanhdrdcgption phéne linéstdih oped frosh@dme € i s
funded by the Office of the Police and Crime with appointment triage commencing at 8.30am. The
Commissioner and forms a key part of its Police and government has mandated that patients should be able
Crime Plan. to request appointments throughout the normal surgery
The project is aimed at using best practice around data working day. Mc_;re experlence of the submission of
and survey design to collect better insight into the views these r?q“eSts Is required to enable a workable plan to
of the residents in Norfolk and help provide a consistent be putin place.
method of priority setting by neighbourhood teams. Medical staff shortages. The surgery is operating at
Nor fol kés Police and Crime Co mF%?”SeQ?aB_?ﬁ"H“et?@eadﬁpérﬁ”e?faa??%”9""
said: oln talking to people ac pluorsg Igr.ac{ltlﬂngr. Nca%oﬁalrl’ryt rrg/ec,ilcal%ua[g[g?n?es have
people have told me that they would like to be able to seen an |r?crease of 17% I the humber of pa |er.1ts per
understand how their local police set policing priorities GP. Pesplte all t.he positives offered by the Watlington
in their local area. med}cal centre, it has not. Seen the hoped _for ngmber (_)f
applicants for vacant positions. However, interviews will
0The Public Voice initiative | mkedlacesognci ting first step in
responding to what people have said about police . . L
priority setting and has the potential, over time, to Func_iralsmg The PPG is in the proFess of submitting
increase the intelligence that the police receive through funding bids to t.he Norfolk Commur?lty Fund and
other important channels such as Neighbourhood Borough Council to "_i”OW an exte.nfs?orT of the Health
Watch. Walks and other patient support initiatives throughout
the area covered by Watlington Medical Centre.
0By receiving information from_ people across Norfolk,
and combining it with robust data analysis, there is the Committee Membersh.lp Toensure your.v.lews, .
potential for the police to create much more insight and concerns and §ugg?stlons are represe.nted it is essential
then to prioritise work accordingly in different areas. that the committee is p'opulated by patients frgm all
This neighbourhood policing survey is a great areas F:overed by Watlington Surgery. There is a
opportunity for anyone living or working in Norfolk to committee meeting at the surgery or.1ce ev.er.y three
help set the priorities for the police in their local area. month§ and an AGM. If you would like o join the
committee, please contact the Secretary
ol f over the last 18 months yo gobtihRant@live.ce.dkloreor736Wio42%). THeeext O 1
sent an email to me, asking how to get the police to meeting will be held on 20 January at 2pm. Meanwhile, if
respond to a particular issue in your area, | would ask you have a question or suggestion. please email the
that you please give this a go. It can take as little as a — — — — — Secretary or
couple of minutes to complete the survey, and it has the aSRAOIf [/ SYyuNE |RelxksugpA ¥y 3
potential to make a great.dlfferencc’e in a2yRlIsny Gmodnmn Gmy &4 bpx by the
your community. o ¢dzSaRny Gendnht2aSR SN
The survey can be found here: 2 SRCNAnyYy oo dnmn ¢Gmy dd rﬁcep on.
norfolk.police.uk/npsurvey Margaret,
AMPPO yMAHPO| Rebertand

or can be accessed using the QR Code
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Patient Participation Group (PPG)

On-line appointment booking With the government
mandating the use of an on  -line appointment booking
system by 1 October 2025, the Watlington surgery opted
for a soft introduction slightly earlier to enable teething
problems to be identified and overcome. This was
pugReried by e PG Comuijtee whogsiafled g syrvey

of patients on the morning of 4 August which identified
that the elderly and those with limited IT skills or access
were most opposed to the new system. This will be
hitigatedrby corttinu@druse f the phbrfe line booking
system. When taking phone bookings, reception staff

will complete the on  -line system on behalf of the patient
so that these are submitted alongside on -line requests.

The other main issue identified was the misalignment of
timeingsathVé/eenéthe on -line system, reception opening
Pimes for phone bookings and the start of appointment

triage. Timings have been changed so that the on -line

hdziaARS 27
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J.W. SARGEANT

Family Butcher

The Best Traditional Butcher in the Area
FAMILY RUN Established in 1919

We produce all our own cattle and only ~ Holly House, The Causeway,
use local farm produce FREEZER AND  Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE34 3PP
COOKED MEATS to suit your

requirements

4IIIII|
GUTTERING SERVICES NORFOLK
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PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS CHAPELS OF REST MEMORIALS

v Ry
R

Thornalley

FUNTERAL SRE R VEIGCEESS

Behind every independent business
is a family that cares

www.tfs.co.uk
King’s Lynn 01553 771399 | Dersingham 01485 598598 | Swaffham 01760 721305 @



Your Member of Parliament

Village Fete Update

Celebrating Our Dedicated Healthcare
Champions

n every visit | make to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
(QEH), | see how incredibly hard staff are working to
provide the best possible care in difficult circumstances.

For too long, healthcare services in our region were
shamefully underfunded, leaving hospitals like the QEH
quite literally on the verge of collapse, failing not just
patients, but staff too.

It has been a very difficult few months for the QEH, but
the commitment staff and volunteers have to their roles

is clear, and it was an honour to join them recently for
their Team QEH 2025 Awards
Exchange.

The annual awards recognise the compassion,
dedication, innovation and achievements of the
hospitalds staff and vol
nominations across 13 categories, including Clinical
Team of the Year and the Unsung Hero award,
demonstrating amazing commitment from so many
individuals, and their endless dedication to the hospital
and patient care.

| returned to the QEH again more recently to mark the
official re -opening of the Macmillan Cancer Care and
Treatment Centre, following a £255,000 refurbishment.

Each year, the centre looks after more than 12,000
patients from across West Norfolk, many of whom

receive chemotherapy and other treatments on -site.

The refurbishment was funded entirely through
donations, led by Gavin English, a super  -fundraiser who
single -handedly raised £116,000.

Gavin has now sadly passed away but whilst at the re -
opening, | met Gavinds chi
great to speak with them and learn more about their

fatheroé6s fundraising worKk. I
them unveil a plaque commemorating the refurbishment
and Gavinf6s extraordinary

When | stood to be a Member of Parliament, | said that
health and social care would be my number one priority
for the constituency, and integral to this is raising
awareness about some of the health challenges that do
not always receive the
been highlighting some of the challenges around
womends health issues,
Cafe in Downham Market earlier this year. In every
conversation | have around
women being dismissed, ignored, minimised, not

properly supported, and not considered the expert of
their own body. This must change. | was therefore
pleased with the recent announcement from the
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Wes
Streeting MP, that menopause will now be included in

the routine NHS 40+ Health Check.
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Following the HUGE success, once again, of the
Watlington Village Fete, the fete committee is hoping
to put on this wonderful community event again next
summer.

—

This year we attracted
hundreds of visitors to
enjoy the ¢
games, craft and
charity stalls, vintage
cars, arena events and
car boot stalls - and
they washed it all down with food and drink from the
various vendors.

§0 My guesiign foy@lds 40 floypu warng tp get involved
this year? Do you have a stall to bring along, a display
for the main arena;your pride and joy vintage car to
enter, or your furry family member to enter in the dog

show?
s. There were 650
Do you have ideas to improve and extend the fete, in

order to help more local groups? This year over £2,000
was donated to good causes.

If your answer is yes then there are two dates for your

diaries:
Monday 12 January , 7pm in the village hall meeting
room: fete committee AGM (1611 b

saturday June 13: Watlington vjage Fete 2026

Judi Duffy, Secretary

Mobil e Library|Se
Route number : DER4DS3
The mobile |ibrary servic ca
Thursday, normally every 8 d
nolBedwindg amd eRny. |t waf
18 December, 15 Jan ]
wa s
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| have also undertaken work to increase awareness

about ovarian cancer, having been inspired by West

Norfol k&s super campaigner, Di an
bY %?Bﬁ@%%opobBQYﬂgfefeg ¥¥/e as

Ovarian Cancer, working to increase awareness about
ovhrlar® darfcer gyl‘?]ptotmg1 & thdf fidhm@rPafe hiieSto

access treatment earlier Wthlh S|gn|f|cantly |mproves
ear of

If you would like to discuss an issue of concern to you or
your family, | will be holding an advice surgery in
Downham Market on Friday 12 December from 5:30pm o]
7pm. To make an appointment, please email me,
including your full name and address:
terry.jermy.mp@parliament.uk

Terry Jermy, MP



St Peter and St Paul Church, Watlington

From the Vicar
My dear reader,

2025 has been busy with baptisms, weddings, funerals
and school services. In 2026, we look forward to even
more baptisms and weddings. Meanwhile, we continue
to be engaged with Watlington School by going into the
school for Collective Worship and by hosting the staff
and pupils in their local parish church for major
Christian Festivals.

The monthly Sunday Holy Communion services continue
to be held in Watlington Church on the second Sunday
of each month and the weekly Wednesday Morning
Prayer is well attended. Still, there is space for more
people! For those who are housebound or reluctant to
enter a cold church building, we have Online Evening
Prayer which can be joined by telephone or broadband.

As we approach Christmas and another New Year, let
me invite you to our Carol Service in December. Amidst
all the wars and rumours of war, come into your local
parish church for a time of quiet, rest, prayer and
peace. After all, Christmas is the celebration of Him
Who is the Prince of Peace. On behalf of all who serve
with me in the West Norfolk Priory Group, | wish you
and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

TWELVE CHURCHES, ONE MISSION
With prayerful good wishes,

The Revd Canon Dr David

www.westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk
T: 07596 707469 (9.30am to 12.30pm, Mon
E: office@westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk

-Friday)

he Church is looking much more open on the south

side now, with the demise of the diseased horse
chestnut tree. It is salutary that the tree was decades in
the growing but half a day in the cutting down. |
wonder how many offspring it had, how many children
over the years took home a conker and planted it or
played in the school playground with its conkers in
bygone years?

Work on the south porch is still under way but by the
end it will be watertight, and when the path from the
gates is improved access will be much easier for
everyone, especially the young and elderly in pushchairs
or wheelchairs.

We were delighted to host
celebration in October when extra chairs were crammed
into every available space and now, as the daylight
shortens and the temperature begins to drop, we look
towards Christmas and all that means to us.

Watlington Church is to host
Carol Concert because it provides a large space and we

are delighted that Watlington School is also going to

hold their Carol Service in our Church.

Being part of a Benefice of twelve Churches there is a

lot of choice if you enjoy singing Christmas Carols 0
please see the listing below left to find a time suitable

for you.

Watlington Church continues to have a monthly Sunday
Service on the second Sunday of the month. The weekly
mid -week Morning Prayer on Wednesdays at 10am is
about 20 minutes in length, a time to draw aside, take
breath, pray, give and receive.

>,

Carol Services
Wednesday 17 December 6.30pm Shouldham
Thursday 18 December 6.30pm Runcton

Holme

Thursday 18 December 7.00pm Shouldham
Thorpe

Saturday 20 December 2.30pm Wormegay
Sunday 21 December 11am Marham
Sunday 21 December 3pm Stow Bridge
Christmas Eve

3pm Crib and Carol Service Church Farm,
Stow Bardolph

4pm Crib and Carol Service

Watlington
11.30pm Midnight Mass Fincham Church
Christmas Day

9.30am Holy Communion Shouldham Thorpe

10am Holy Communion Stow Bardolph

John Murfitt and Barbara Church
Churchwardens

Watlin

Run

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers

We meet on the first and third
Monday in the month, 2 -4 pm.

Everyone is welcome! Chat, tea
and cake provided.

Itds ideal if you enjoy knit

make. We knit for the hospital, care homes, and

international aid. | also collect used postage stamps in

aid of The Parkinsonds
Janet Jones

16 Warren Close, Watlington PE33 OTA 01553 810868

groupl

ting

Quiz Dates;for Your New Diary

7 March 2026 : in aid of theVillage Hall
22 March 2026
Participation Group

:in aid of the Patient



http://www.westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk

Community Primary School

As we reach the end of a busy and brilliant term, Watlington so special! Our next session, 3.30 8 4.30pm,
wedre taking a moment t o r efisanclbDeoemben | Please spieadthe word!
achieved and to wrap up the year with celebration,

. - Looking ahead to Christmas, as the year draws to a
warmth, and community spirit.

close, the excitement ftebearbingi | di n
This term, wedve been expl or i ntprowlkey stagé 1 Natwiey and key stage 2 Christmas
begreat. Each week wedve unwr app e l@erfamance vnthe ghureha fi nmersests that truly

wo r d éindness, adaptability, creativity, and capture the joy and togetherness of the season. We
dependability fi and thought about how we can show candt wait to celebrate with you
these qualities at school and at home. Every Friday, that our children bring.

wedve celebrated these values
Assembly, wrapping up each week with smiles,
applause, and plenty of pride!

{NQGPgr a g'oengf(: ﬁFgl'Acthdstmaar d to ou
Fair and school disco, two wonderful events that bring

families together and fill the school with laughter and

Getting active outdoors, our Year 5 children took part fun.

in Bikeability, learning how to stay safe and confident
on the road. They showed determination, maturity, and

resilience fi and their enthusiasm really shone through.

As my first term at Watlington comes to an end, | want
to thank everyone for the warmest of welcomes. | feel
incredibly lucky to be part of such a caring and
Meanwhile, our ambitious community.

vear 1 class had This term has been full of learning, laughter, and

a fantastic day growth A everything that makes a school special. As we
at Lynn Sport for

r a 2025, |l et o kee celebra
the Active Kids W poup s P
. forms.
Festival. They
developed new Wishing you all a joyful Christmas and a peaceful New
sporting skills Year,

Jess Woodrow

Headteacher
through fun
activities and
represented
Watlington
beautifully. Mrs
Southon was
bursting with
pride i a great
example of
teamwork and
positivity all wrapped up in one!
Our Harvest Festival was a truly special moment this
term. The church was filled with families and friends,
singing, reading, and giving generously to the food
bank. It was wonderful to see our community come
together i the perfect reminder that greatness grows
when we share and care.
To keep bringing the very best to your children, our
staff have been busy developing their skills this term.
Training has included  writing and humanities,  positive
behaviour management, leadership development, Early
Years Foundation Stage and humanities networks, and
vital safeguarding updates. We share what we learn so
that every classroom benefits A professional growth all
wrapped up in teamwork!
Reception 2026 Stay and Play If you have a little one
starting school in  September 2026, come along and
explore our Reception classroom for free and without
obligation. 1tds a |lovely way to experience what makes



