
 

  

Spring 2026  

No 109  

Free to  

Watlington Households  

Otherwise: 50p  



 

н 

MOTs 

Servicing and Repairs 

Vehicle Diagnostics 

Tyres, Exhausts, Brakes, Clutches 

220 Broomhill, Downham Market, PE38 9QY 

Tel: 01366 387 803 



 

о 

Watlingtonõs Latest Gossip 

Published by the Volunteer Committee of  

Watlington Community Magazine  

 

Editorial Team  

Emma Burry  

Kirstie Urquhart  

Alan Wiles  

 

Distribution  

John Murfitt  

 

Website   

Keith Leedell  

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk  

The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 
volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers 
for its continued funding. 

The committee does not accept any responsibility for 
the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 
advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, 
nor does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints 
expressed by our contributors in articles or other items 
in these pages. 

Front Cover   

Growing & Flourishing at Watlington Preschool, by 
Skrbl 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Limetree Printing, Downham Market 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 110 of the Gossip is 

1 May for publication 

by 1 June 2026 

Contact Us  

All advertising enquiries, correspondence and 

content submissions can be sent to a single email 

address:  

watlatestgossip@gmail.com  

No internet access?   

Pop your article or letter into the Gossip box in the 

Post Office.  

Page Size Inside B&W 
Inside 

Colour 

Cover (inside or 

outside back) Colour 

1/16 Ã37 Ã42 Ã47 

1/8 Ã58 Ã63 Ã68 

1/4 Ã85 Ã95 Ã100 

1/2 Ã132 Ã137 Ã142 

Full Ã185 Ã205 Ã235 

Advertising Rates 
(for 1 year, 4 issues)  
1215 copies distributed quarterly 

Welcome to your Latest Gossip õs Spring issue.  

No doubt the first thing youõll have noticed about this 

quarterõs Gossip is the lack of colour on the front cover! 

Donõt worry, itõs deliberate. Our cover comes to us 

courtesy of a new advertiser. Watlington resident Dan 

Tye has launched a fun new business, turning photos 

into colouring in books. When we heard about it we 

couldnõt resist asking him to provide us with our very 

own ôcolour in coverõ - so get your 

felt tips out! Weõd love to see the 

results.  

We collaborated with Watlington 

preschool to produce the image, 

which gives an excellent 

introduction to our theme this 

issue - Growing and Flourishing . 

Thank you so much to staff and 

children at the preschool who gave 

us the delightful photo that Skrbl 

turned into our cover artwork.  

With new homes and a new sports 

pavilion on its way, Watlington really is growing and 

flourishing, a sentiment captured by our resident poet, 

Elaine Carpenter:  

Weõve come through the dark days of winter, and 

soon it will be spring  

Everything around us will be growing and 

flourishing.  

The stately oak on the Millennium Green  

Its tender buds will soon be seen  

Holding the promise of a fine canopy  

Providing shelter for you and me.  

Snowdrops first, then daffodils  

Sunshine on our windowsills.  

Children grow strong as they play in the sun  

Flourishing while they have their fun.  

Older folk smile as they gently stroll - 

Headphones full of rock ônõ roll. 

Old friends chat as their gardens they nourish  

Shame the pesky weeds also flourish.  

New folks in the village now call it home  

Whilst in the lanes or Green they roam  

Or walk along the riverõs brink - 

Time to breathe, and time to think.  

Our village grows, with families new  

Who soon will be Watlingtoners too  

And learn to love this special spot  

Which once, on a map, was just a dot.  

New gardens will grow, hopefully some trees  

Flowers and fruit for the birds and the bees  

So Nature can flourish along with you  

And bring joy to your family too.   

Enjoy the magazine!  

Emma, Kirstie, John and Alan  
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hǾŜǊ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ -  LƴǎǳǊŜŘ  

All aspects of tree work undertaken  

Hedges Removed   Stump Grinding  

Call  01553 813140 or 07867 764307 
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Your Parish Council News  

Since the previous report in the Gossip the 

Parish Council has met twice, on 25 November 

and 13 January. Here is a summary of 

business discussed.  

Allotments, Play Areas and Public Spaces  

The Council received correspondence from a young 

resident asking the Council to consider erecting rugby 

posts somewhere in the village. Councillors felt that it 

would be possible to consider installing one post for 

practice kicks, provided a site away from residential 

properties could be found. The Clerk and Councillor 

Golding undertook to inspect potential sites in time for 

the January meeting, when Councillor Golding reported 

that the southern end of the Glebe Field appeared to be 

ideal. The area is surrounded by trees, does not 

interfere with the football pitches and is a safe distance 

from adjacent properties.  Councillors approved the site.  

Councillor Golding said that she had spoken to the 

Chairman of the Football Club who had advised that if 

the post was installed permanently, it must be at least 5 

metres from the football goal mouth and have a foam 

safety collar around the post.  She also asked the 

Football Club to consider applying, on behalf of the 

Council, to the Borough Councilõs Councillor Community 

Grants Scheme as a community group, for funding to 

support the purchase. Meanwhile the Clerk would 

contact the lowest cost supplier from whom she had 

obtained a quote, to check whether it was possible to 

purchase a single post rather than a set of two.  

The Clerk obtained two quotes for new play area 

signage for the Recreation Field. Although the quote 

from Limetree Printing was slightly higher, Councillors 

felt that the product would be more robust and less at 

risk of vandalism. Therefore the Council agreed to 

purchase the new sign from them at a total cost of £60. 

Furthermore they agreed that in future the Clerk could 

obtain quotes for safety signage from Limetree Printing 

only, foregoing the need to obtain three quotes each 

time.  

Councillor Brown reported that there was a large hole in 

the Glebe Field that needed filling with soil. Councillor 

Prior agreed to deal with this, as it was a trip hazard for 

pedestrians.  

The Clerk obtained a quote for the repair of the chain 

balance play equipment on the Recreation Field of 

£408.24. However, Councillor Zipfell suggested that this 

was rather expensive, and that if the part was purchased 

for £71.28, he would carry out the repair himself. The 

Clerk was not in favour of the work being carried out by 

a Councillor rather than 

the qualified company, 

but the Council 

approved the lower cost 

plan.  

At the January meeting the Clerk brought to the 

Councilõs attention that it did not have any de-icer for 

treatment of Council premises during inclement 

weather. As the Council has a duty to take reasonable 

steps to safeguard the safety and welfare of anyone 

using its premises, it was agreed that granule de -icer, at 

a total cost of £55.58 should be purchased for the 

treatment of play areas during snowy or icy conditions.  

Community  

At the January meeting, Councillor Golding reported that 

she had spoken to Borough Councillor Bhondi regarding 

closure of The Angel pub. He confirmed that the current 

tenants had offered to purchase the pub and land for 

£450,000, the valuation appropriate to the site. 

However, the Stonegate Group advised that they would 

only accept £795,000. The property was not fit for 

purpose due to it being in urgent need of repair, in 

particular the roof, and the tenants consequently settled 

to lease the pub for a further five years if the repairs 

were carried out by the Stonegate Group as the liable 

landlord. However, this too was refused, and the tenants 

had had no choice but to close the pub at the end of 

2025 and leave.  

The Stonegate Group has previously aired their intention 

to develop the pub into flats and further develop the site 

at the rear for residential dwellings. Highways declared 

at that time that they would not approve residential 

dwellings on this site due to inadequate and dangerous 

access issues, but it was a concern that permission may 

be granted by the Planning Department at some stage in 

the future.  

In conversation with Councillor Golding, Councillor 

Bhondi said that he knew of several interested parties 

who would be willing to take the pub on. However, the 

Stonegate Group was not currently advertising it on the 

market. Further, the Stonegate Group has stated that the 

Sports & Social Club is a drinking establishment for the 

village, but, as highlighted by Councillor Bhondi, this is 

a private/paid membersõ club, not a public amenity. 

The Magpie Centre at South Runcton had contacted the 

Council requesting financial assistance towards their 

newly purchased tractor. Seven or eight riders from 

Watlington attend the Centre regularly, but funds are 

limited at present so the Council agreed to donate £35. 

The Clerk would also suggest that the charity contact 

Councillor Long to see whether they could apply to the 

Borough Councillor Community Grants Scheme for 

additional funding.  

The Council approved a request from the Fete 

Committee to hold the village fete on the Glebe Field on 

continued on p 7  

APPROVED 2026/27 PRECEPT  

For a precept of £96,000 (£16,000 / 20% increase on 2025/26) this makes the charge for:  

Band A properties  = £74.28  (2/3 of Band D)  

Band D  properties = £111.42 (£17.81 annual increase / £1.48 per month)  

Band H  properties = £222.84 (twice Band D)   
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    Chiropodist 
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Saturday 13 June 2026.  

New Homes  

A member of the public asked the January meeting what 

was happening regarding the apparent shut down of the 

Downham Road development site. The Council had been 

informed in July 2025 that the slow down in 

construction was normal as the developers needed to 

sell some finished properties in order to continue 

building. However in August 2025 the company, 

Chatsworth Homes, had gone into administration. 

Information was sought from the Borough Council, but 

due to GDPR, only limited information could be shared, 

which is that the bank has taken over the site and that 

construction would continue in future. However, some 

homes are already being lived in, so the lack of progress 

is isolating and concerning for those residents. The 

police were informed at the time works ceased and had 

agreed to patrol the site periodically.  

Roads, Footpaths and Traffic  

Councillor Bailey reported to the November meeting that 

the speed humps in Lacey Close were a flood risk, 

meaning insurers were deeming homes insured there to 

be ômedium riskõ, resulting in increased premiums. 

County Councillor Long undertook to investigate and 

report back to the Council.  

A licence to install a post in Lynn Road for the SAM2 

traffic monitoring system has been received from 

Norfolk County Council, and Councillor Prior agreed to 

fit this.  

The application for funding for the extension of the 

Station Road trod on the opposite side of the road to the 

existing trod has been resubmitted to the Parish 

Partnership Scheme, with a decision expected in March.  

A streetlight on the Chestnut Close footpath is shining 

into a residential bedroom. K&M Lighting Services would 

attempt to alleviate the problem by placing black tape 

on the lamp. However, in case this is not successful, the 

Council approved the purchase of a light shield at a cost 

of £198.  

Local Government Reorganisation  

In his January report, County Councillor Long told the 

Council that the Government had postponed the 2026 

Mayoral elections to May 2028, and that the Norfolk 

County Council elections, already postponed from 2025 

to 2026, might be further postponed to 2027. The 

Government will announce whether Norfolk and Suffolk 

would become one Unitary Authority, or three, in March.  

Finances  

The budget and precept for the 2026/7 were both 

approved at the January meeting (see p5 ). Councillors 

discussed the high percentage increase in the precept 

(last yearõs increase was Ã5,000, a 6.67% rise, compared 

to £16,000 or a  20% increase proposed for the 2026/7 

precept). The members of the finance panel highlighted 

that in the coming financial year the village would be 

continued from p 5  

benefitting from a brand new £400,000 community 

sports pavilion, as well as the opportunity to purchase 

the Glebe Field from the Diocese of Ely for £50,000, 

thus increasing the villageõs total assets by Ã450,000. 

Councillors agreed that, although larger than usual, in 

comparison to the two financial gains to the village, an 

increase of £16,000 was small in comparison. 

Councillor Golding also noted that the Clerkõs hours 

may need to be increased in future due to the 

additional responsibilities and administration 

associated with the new facilities.  

Interested in following up on any of the  

Parish Council news items?  

§ Full minutes and agendas of meetings are available 

on the website: watlington -norfolk -pc.gov.uk  

§ All local planning applications and decisions can be 

viewed at https://tinyurl.com/watplanning  

The Parish Council Office at  the Village Hall is open on 

Thursdays but times may vary. Please call 01553 

810777 to confirm that the office is open.  

Full contact details for the Parish Council are on 

page 30.  

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club 
Each number costs Ã1 per month (Ã12 a year).         

The profits from the draw all go to the Village Hall and will 

help to fund several ongoing refurbishment projects. 

There are still numbers available.  

Please contact Vicky on vling@hotmail.co.uk  

Recent Winning Numbers 

  Ã40  Ã15  Ã10  Ã5 Ã100 

Nov 131 58 46 97  

Dec  7 79 87 77 

Jan 100 18 135 106  

Growing & Flourishing Quiz (p27) 
ANSWERS 

1. Happy Birthday  2. Northamptonshire  3. Lego  

4. Traffic lights  5. Paddington Bear   

6. Female doctor  7. Shopping trolleys   

8. Peak District  9. Desperate Dan   

10. BBC Children in Need 

http://watlington-norfolk-pc.gov.uk/
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CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘǊȅΣ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ Ŏŀƭƭ aŀǊǘȅƴ ƻƴ лтфло ноуноо 

HAIR STYLES 
UNISEX HAIR SALON 

STOW BRIDGE 
Wednesday - Saturday, 9am - 5pm 

Late night opening on Thursdays, til 7pm 
For appointments contact 

Sheryl  or Michelle  on 
01366 382716 or 07798 747862 
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From the Vicar  

My dear reader,  

After a year busy with baptisms, weddings, funerals and 

school services in 2026, we look forward to even more 

baptisms and weddings in 2026. In anticipation, our Lay 

Ministers and I are preparing couples for Holy Marriage 

in our churches. We expect every couple to engage with 

a Marriage Course so as to alert them to the challenges 

they may expect and to give them skills to build healthy 

marital relationships. We hope too that a stable home 

will produce a new generation filled with confidence 

and hope.  

But if two people are in love, is there need for marriage 

preparation? Is love not enough in and of itself? The 

well -known author Denis de Rougemont in his famous 

book Love in the Western World  wrote: òWhy should 

neurotic, selfish, immature people suddenly become 

angels when they fall in love?ó 

Scholars have identified four marks of self -centred 

people. First, selfish people are dogmatic and always 

sure of every point of their beliefs. Secondly, they are 

fault -finding, prone to self -pity and are never satisfied. 

Thirdly, self -centred people need lots of praise and are 

easily offended. Fourthly, they tend to talk a lot about 

themselves and are poor listeners.  

In an increasingly self -centred world where bad 

behaviour is being normalised, may we be given grace 

to nurture healthy relationships and to mend broken 

ones.  

"O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still 

proclaim your wondrous deeds.  

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not 

forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another 

generation, your power to all those to come "  

(Psalm 71:17, 18)  

TWELVE CHURCHES, ONE MISSION  

With prayerful good wishes,  

The Revd Canon Dr David  

www.westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk;  

Tel:07596 707469 (9.30am to 12.30pm, Mon -Friday)  

Email: office@westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk.  

Easter Day Services - 5 April  

¶ 9.30am, Runcton Holme ð Holy Communion  

¶ 11am, Shouldham ð Morning Prayer  

¶ 11am, Marham ð Holy Communion  

¶ 6pm, Online & Phone ð Evening Prayer  

T 
he name Sarah has been in Church -related news 

recently. The Church of England has its first female 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah Mullalley, authorised 

in January this year and, also in January, it was 

announced that there is to be another Sarah as Bishop 

of Ely. This is the message which we received from Ely:  

òWe are delighted to share the announcement from 

Downing Street that His Majesty the King has approved 

the nomination of the Right Reverend Sarah Clark, 

Acting Bishop of Durham and Suffragan Bishop of 

Jarrow in the Diocese of Durham, for election as Bishop 

of Ely.ó 

This, also, is a first for Ely although Bishop Dagmar has 

been acting Bishop for nearly two years.  

The repairs to the South Porch of the Church were 

completed in December so it is now watertight and the 

next project should see the entranceway to the Church 

much improved to enable much easier access for all, 

especially those with wheelchairs and pushchairs.  

By the time you read this we will be a fortnight into the 

season of Lent with Easter falling at the beginning of 

April. But looking back, t hank you everyone who joined 

the Crib and Carol Service at Christmas! Those of you 

who have been into the church towards the end of 

January may perhaps have noticed that there was still 

lots of greenery on the windowsills. Traditionally the 

Christmas and Epiphany greenery was left in place until 

2 February, the feast of Candlemas. Candlemas was 

when the candles due to be used throughout the year 

were brought into the Church and blessed.  

We will again be supporting Christian Aid Week in May 

with a Saturday Coffee Morning in the Church. There are 

always so many areas of the world which need our 

support even if it appears to be a drop in the ocean, but 

of course the ocean is formed from many drops. This 

year the week will focus on global justice, poverty and 

climate justice.  

John Murfitt and Barbara Church,  

Churchwardens  

St Peter and St Paul Church, Watlington  

Join us for our  

 

Flower Festival  

Spring Bank Holiday Weekend  

Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May  

ALL are welcome to bring a floral decoration. 

Flowers are so wonderful, you donõt need to be a 

flower arranger to take part, although of course 

the latter are welcome.  

Or just come along to see the church filled with 

flowers celebrating Spring . This is for everyone 

and there will be cake . 

Coffee Morning  

 

in the Church  

Saturday 16 May  

 

10am to 12noon  
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Covering all aspects of electrical work including 

new builds, re -wires, fuse board upgrades, indoor/

outdoor lighting, hot tub supply and more.  
 

For a free quote please contact Jimmy on:  

07901 543717 

jbrookselectrical@gmail.com  
 

Over 10 years experience, fully insured.  

Firewood Supplied 

Tree stump removal / grinding,  

one-off or regular lawn mowing / 

strimming / hedges cut,  

light tree surgery & chipping,  

own equipment, free quotes & site 

visit. 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 

SERVICE 

inspection certificates 

provided 

For details and pricing call  

Woodland Fuels  

01366 347713 

DO YOU NEED A PROFESSIONAL  
AND RELIABLE 

CLEANER ? 

 
DAILY, WEEKLY OR OCCASIONALLY 

(Domestic or Business) 
 

Why not give SARAH a call  
to discuss your requirements 

on  07737 214058 
(References available) 
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thanks to Kate and Mike for all their hard work over the 

years which has provided such a wonderful space in the 

heart of the village. We held the AGM on 16 January and 

at the close of business had a little social time when 

Kate and Mike were presented with a thank you gift of a 

photo collage of memories of the green (see below).  

The committee and volunteers remain determined to 

keep up the good work and promote the use of our 

green, including the pétanque court. It was lovely to 

welcome a new volunteer last year who has been 

invaluable and we also had a new offer of help at the 

AGM. Our group is growing and flourishing but there is 

always a lot to be done - any offers of help will be most 

welcome. Most of the jobs can be done at a convenient 

time, not on a set day per week or month. In return we 

offer fresh air and a bit of exercise, getting to know 

some like -minded folk, and adding to the quality of 

village life. Not a bad deal!  

Iõm not a nature expert, just a firm believer in the value 

of green spaces in this modern busy world. I will leave 

nature notes to my colleagues who are far more 

knowledgeable than me, although I am learning as I go. 

I just love the green in all seasons and am happy to use 

some of my life skills to help keep things running.   

Look out for our splendid new Easter flag kindly 

donated by Mrs Haynes. We all think youõll love it.  

Elaine Carpenter  

Fete Update  

Each year funds raised by the fete are distributed 

to village organisations. If your organisation 

would like to apply for some of the money raised at 

this yearõs fete, please get in touch with the fete 

committee now as they would appreciate your help 

in advance or on the day.  

watlingtonfete@outlook.com  

C 
hristmas is now behind us and Winter is slowly on 

the way out. Spring and all it brings is just around 

the corner as the world (and we!) starts to emerge from 

the cold. As I write this in January you can already buy 

daffodils in the shops - always a sign that things are 

waking up - and weõll soon be seeing new growth 

around the village and on the Millenium Green.  

Itõs been a time of change for the Green, with two 

stalwarts of the volunteer committee standing down 

after many years of service to the community. Kate 

Carpenter has been Chair for 22 years and will be 

replaced in that role by Chris Dyson, although she will 

remain on the 

committee. Mike 

Carter, the Secretary, 

has also decided to 

step down and I have 

the very hard task of 

following in his 

footsteps! On behalf 

of the village, huge 

Millennium Green  

Allotment Plots Available  

Paige Close site   

Contact Sara, clerk@watlington -norfolk -pc.gov.uk, or  

drop a note into the Parish Council office at the Village 

Hall.   


