Natalie May
01366 385854

Our Treatments are covered by
Health Care Insurers
Ask about our Home Visit Service
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W

elcome to the Winter edition of the Gossip. Let us
hope that we can look forward to a more normal
Christmas without the threat of lockdown #57 (!) looming
over us.

A Time for Love
There was a song some years ago
About putting love in your heart

There is plenty of ‘doom and gloom’ still about but perhaps
it is time to count our blessings and celebrate the wonderful
village we are privileged to live in. There really can’t be many
small local communities with the wealth of facilities which
we enjoy. The list includes an excellent village shop / post
office, award winning pub/restaurant, pre and primary
schools, church, fish and chip shop, Millennium Green,
sports field, Sports and Social club, several play areas, village
hall used by a large number of local clubs and organisations,
a doctor’s surgery / pharmacy and a basic bus service. Not to
mention that very rare beast, a mainline railway station.
There are villages all over the country which would love to
have a fraction of these things.

It’s time to get ready for Christmas and so I think that’s a good place to start.
It’s not about money or too much food
Or counting the presents you’ve got
It’s about remembering to do some good
And making, from little, a lot.

For Christmas time is about love
Of family, friends and those in need.
About the gift sent from above
The hungry, that we need to feed.
To prepare for these happy days

As usual there is plenty to read in this issue but don’t forget
to look at the adverts from local businesses. The income we
receive from them enables us to provide the Gossip free of
charge to all village households. Many of them have had a
rough time during the pandemic so please try to support
them together with all the other village facilities. As the old
adage goes — use them or lose them.
A Very Happy Christmas
and New Year to one and
all from the Gossip Team!

Just give a little thought
To what it means, not bells and sleighs
For love cannot be bought.
The money spent on trivial stuff

You don’t really need or desire
Could help feed a child who does not have
enough

Annual
Quiz p.33

Or keep someone warm by a fire.
So let us prepare or the good times to come
With joy and excitement for all

Watlington Gossip

But remember it’s us that will make it for some -

Published by The Volunteer Committee of
Watlington Community Magazine

Listen please to the true Christmas call.
Elaine Carpenter
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Village News and Views
Watlington Neighbourhood Plan

Watlington Grand Village Fete

Giving Residents a Say in the Future
Development of our Village

11th June 2022
Following the success of this year’s fete, we have already
commenced work for the 2022 Grand Village Fete, which will
be held on Saturday 11th June 2022.

The Watlington Neighbourhood Plan Group has
successfully secured government funding up to the end of
March 2022 for procurement of a Planning Consultant to
progress with the Neighbourhood Plan, and the Parish
Council has now appointed the Planning Consultant.

We are already looking at displays for the arena and different hot food vendors and have confirmed that Gray’s Funfair
and Rollo (Punch and Judy) Show will be back to help entertain you next year.

The group is currently at the stage of determining
initial plans based on the results of the Parish-wide survey
undertaken earlier this year. Thank you to everyone who
took the time to complete the questionnaire, we very much
appreciate your involvement.

The final amount given to local groups was £ 1,400.00, split
between the Watlington Preschool, the Millennium Green,
the Village Hall, and the 2nd Runcton Holme and Watlington
Scout Group.

The group is always keen to hear from anyone who would
like to join us. If you have legal, planning, development,
design, or proof-reading skills; are good at writing newsletters / publications for residents; or are simply willing to
get involved and actively participate in any actions required,
the group would be delighted to hear from you.

If you are part of a local group and could use some additional
funds and would like to be considered for a donation from
next year’s fete, then please let us know.
If your group would like to apply, please drop us an email on
watlington-fete@mail.com, giving a brief explanation of
what you would use the money for. The Closing date is
31st January 2022.

The Watlington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
watlingtonplan@outlook.com

We are always looking to improve upon the successes of
previous years, therefore we would welcome anyone who is
interested in helping, whether it be at the meetings, weeks
leading up to the fete or on the day.
If you would like to join us, please contact us at watlingtonfete@mail.com. Our AGM is at 7pm on 10th January 2022
at the Village Hall. Everybody welcome.
Alastair Bingham, Chairman

Village Halloween Trail
After the success of last year's Halloween Trail, we decided
to arrange another village trail. A spread of households
joined in, decorating their houses - it was wonderful to see
and hear the excitement as families ventured out around the
village, counting the different coloured pumpkins and solving
the clues to unravel a Halloween riddle.
We raised just short of £150 which has been shared equally
between the Preschool and the Primary School PTA and will
go directly to enhancing the children's learning experiences
in the two settings.
On behalf of Watlington Preschool and Watlington Community Primary School PTA, a huge thank you to everyone who
took part in creating this fun weekend and for supporting
our fundraising event - we hope you enjoyed it as much as
we did. We really do appreciate your support.

No internet access? Pop your article or letter into the
Gossip box in the Post Office or in the letterbox outside
the Parish Council Office at the Village Hall.

Sarah Oakley, PTA Chairperson and Preschool Treasurer
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Village News and Views
The Football Club’s New Changing Rooms

Since the establishment
of the club Ian McDonald
has been a huge and
influential figure.

The football club has been in the village and established
since 1977 and we have never had our own changing rooms
having had to use various establishments in the village over
the years. The club is really looking to give the youth a foundation to continue football in the village for many years to
come. In addition, the adults are looking to push on to a
higher grade and the 4 youth sides are looking to expand to
6 team’s next season.

The McDonald family
continue to support the
club and we decided to
name the changing
rooms after Ian. It was great to see his son Nathan McDonald
(former chairman) and family attend and cut the ribbon in
front of over 50 people.
Tony Leggett

There are a large
portion of players who
live in the village.
Some play at adult
level, but the majority
play at youth level and
having these facilities
will show them that
they have support from the village and Parish Council.
Douglas Park, Club Chair

Village Defibrillator
Watlington has had a public access
defibrillator since 2018 which is situated
on the wall of the Village Hall, opposite
the Sports & Social Club and in close
proximity to both football fields, the
Bowls Club and the MUGA.

We would not have been able to complete this project without the huge input of many people and businesses and those
that donated to the GoFundMe fundraising page.

This defibrillator has been registered
with The National Defibrillator Network
[The Circuit] through the East of England Ambulance
Service. This means that when someone rings 999 for
assistance then the position and access code will be provide
if appropriate.

There is one person who gave us the foundation for the
changing rooms and that was Nick Langford who (along with
his sons Jack and George) not only covered the cost of the
£1,000 container but also organised the transport with the
help of Martin Reynolds Construction (MRC). They have
continued to support the project until completion and
beyond. From the club we are truly grateful as without your
help Nick, Jack and George this project would not have got
off the ground.

It also means that a guardian has been appointed to check
this defibrillator regularly and will be informed by [The
Circuit] if it has been taken from the cabinet and is not
available for use at that time. The guardian will also be
informed when it has been returned so that checks can be
made to see that it is ready for use again.

We would also like to give great thanks to the Parish Council,
Jean Golding, and Jim Bhondi for their input and continued
support in developing the changing room project.

It has also recently been announced that rail operator Great
Northern are to install defibrillators at Watlington, King’s
Lynn and Downham Market Railway Stations.

We are extremely thankful for our wonderful sponsors;
Wayne Summers at Limetree Printing, Alex Butler (Browne &
Sons), George Langford (GWL Carpentry and Building
Services), Jack Langford (Jack’s Restaurant at Wood lakes),
George Burton (GBE Electricals), J. Thompson (Electrical &
Building Services), Vicky and Dan Corielle (The Swaffham
Advertiser & Downham Advertiser), Travis Perkins (Kings
Lynn) and Kevin Holland (The Solar Shed).
The work carried out by many trades inside the club
(through the donation of their own time and money) has
been a great contribution towards the rapid completion of
this project. There are too many people to name everyone
but thanks to Andy Brydon, George Langford, George
Burton, Lewis Tighe and Tom Peel.
5
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Watlington Medical Centre News
Should I wear a mask? Shall I have a booster jab? Are we
going to lockdown again? What about Christmas? We all
have so many questions and there’s not much certainty how
the next few months will pan out but one thing is certain the
last 18 months have been a challenge.

confidentially, so help them to help you by answering them
as fully as you can.
In many cases it is possible to sort a problem over the phone,
if this is not possible a telephone call might lead to several
outcomes including a face to face appointment, a photo or
video consultation or a trip to the pharmacy. Rest assured
we have appointments available each day if a patient NEEDS
to be seen.

I joined Watlington Medical Centre in Summer 2019, so I had
about 6 months here before we had to tear up the old
routine and completely revamp how we delivered services
overnight when COVID hit in early 2020.

We were delighted to see that the vast majority of our
patients are happy with the access they have to the surgery.
Thanks to those of you who responded to the recent
national GP practice survey (Full results available at
https://gp-patient.co.uk).

Initially we had to take a very cautious approach to seeing
patients, remember at this time there was a strict lockdown
with limited time allowed out of the house for exercise each
day, people were washing groceries and not opening parcels
without a 48 hour quarantine period. As more was discovered about how the virus was spread and PPE became more
available, we evolved our practice weekly to keep up with
government guidance.

Thank you to everyone who has sent cards and tokens of
appreciation throughout the pandemic. Each one has given
the team a welcome lift.
Also well done to everyone who has taken up the offer of a
COVID vaccine so far. Please do get your booster and ‘flu jab’
when you get your invite. The risk of a nasty flu outbreak is
high this winter. This is because fewer people will have built
up natural immunity over the last winter season due to
people sensibly following social distancing precautions. By
taking up the vaccine you help to protect not only yourself
but also friends, family and your community from infection.

This time last year we were invited to take part in the
vaccination programme, we took this on on top of our
normal day to day workload. Thousands of vaccines have
been given by the WMC team, but credit must go to Amanda
Moss (Advanced Nurse Practitioner/Partner/Vaccine queen
at WMC) who has personally administered over 4000 COVID
vaccines! She has gone home with a very sore thumb some
days!

So shall I have a booster when I get the invite? Yes. Shall I
wear a mask? Yes, because I think by doing this we’re less
likely to lockdown and more likely to see more of the festive
gatherings we so missed last year.
Best wishes,
Dr Nichol

The pandemic isn’t over and our services will continue to
evolve. Rest assured we always keep patient safety and
quality of care at the centre of what we do. We are open and
have been seeing patients face to face throughout the
pandemic. We still feel some precautions are sensible as we
enter winter and the number of cough and cold viruses
increases e.g. maintaining social distancing in the waiting
room and we ask anyone visiting the practice or pharmacy
to wear a mask.

Medical Centre Opening Hours
Monday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Tuesdays 08.30 - Noon
Closed
Wednesday 08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Thursday 08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Friday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Closed Saturdays and Sundays
Outside of the above times call 111
General: 01553 810253 Pharmacy 01553 811045

Many of you will have experienced telephone triage or heard
about it in the press. So what is it exactly? The word triage
comes from the French verb trier meaning to ‘sort’. Triage
has long been used medical professionals to sort patients
into order of priority, that’s all it is, a way to efficiently sort
people out into a sensible order to be seen.
Most of our patient contacts start with a phone call, our
receptionists might as you some questions, occasionally this
might feel intrusive but remember our receptionists are a
vital part of the practice team. They work closely with the
clinical team throughout the day to help prioritise patients
with the most urgent clinical need. They are trained to get
you appropriate help and of course they treat all information

Want to Advertise in the Gossip?
For further information contact Brenda Leedell
watgossipads@gmail.com or 01553 810848
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Qualified
Chiropodist

Registered

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch A.
Clinic: 15b Blackfriars Street, King's Lynn. PE30 1NN

Tel: 01366 388839
Mob: 07919 025261 / 07767 616793
Home visits available in the Downham Market,
King's Lynn and surrounding areas
up to approximately 25 mile radius.

S. K. SERVICES
Gardening - design and landscaping
Patios Decking Ponds
Fencing - domestic and security
Painting and Decorating
Interior/Exterior
Tel: 0771 2893277email:
skservices66@gmail.com
J & J TREE SERVICES LTD
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE
CONTRACTORS

Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling
Hedge Management, Site Clearance
Stump Grinding/Removal
Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered
Fully Insured/Fully Qualified
Free Quotations

Office: 01485 600647
Mobile 07930718183
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Millennium Green Trust
Hedgerows, Berries and Birds
It is easy to take hedgerows for granted, we all walk past
several different hedgerows and fenced boundaries every
day and keep to the verges where such exist. However, they
are always worth a closer look, the variety of plant species to
be found, their girth and height are all good indicators of
age. These are sanctuary strips for wildlife and the thicker
their base the richer the range of flora and fauna to be found
there. Of course, the reality is that most will not be found as
the very dense nature of the hedge provides protection and
secrecy which makes them a safe home for all sorts of
insects, small animals and birds.
The volunteers working on ‘The Green’ have recently been
kept busy managing the main run of the twenty-year old
hedge trying to balance neatness and conservation.
Trimmings are deployed to build up some soft and rotting
material which long term will help benefit the soil and short
term will provide nutrients for all manner of wildlife.
The wilder hedgerow which borders Fairfield Lane is generally left alone and the brambles have taken hold along a great
part of it. The level of birdsong along this stretch is notably
louder than most of the rest of ‘The Green’ put together.
Summer did see a good crop of blackberries mostly
consumed by the birds and winter makes the thorns more
prominent whilst the blackthorn sloes are now in evidence again food for birds, save for those taken to flavour gin.
A key plant amidst parts of the hedging around the green is
ivy often loved and loathed in equal measure. Ivy is a
magnificent climber and on occasion will outweigh the tree
canopy it has taken over and create problems. It can also
have such a grip on walls and building, which can cause
masonry to dislodge. But ivy also provides the last main
source of nectar and pollen for bees to top up their winter
stores from mid-September to November. Later, the dark
berries that last through until spring continue to benefit
insects and birds. With Christmas approaching ivy is often
used to accompany holly to help decorate the house, so it
remains a versatile and tenacious plant perhaps more
admired than not.
The time will soon be right to plant trees. The aim is to plant
over a hundred whips in the coming month so that future
generations can enjoy maturing trees for generations to
come. If you would like to help to grow a greener future do
not hesitate to contact any of the volunteers who will often
be found working on the green on the first Saturday of the
month from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon.
Mike Carter
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Watlington Church News
Watlington Church Churchwardens and the whole Parochial
Church Council would like to thank everyone who has helped
us this year with church activities. There are so many headings - leading services, cleaning the church, tidying up the
churchyard, knitting baptismal teddy bears for children,
contributing financially to the repairing of the church roof,
the bellringers, helping with fundraising, providing flowers
…..just so many ways in which this historic building is
supported, continuing to be a place of worship and landmark
in our village.

Letter from Canon David
Dear Reader
As I write, there is panic in the media..... Christmas food in
short supply, Christmas presents and toys held up in ports,
and the latest electronic gadgets delayed due to chip shortage and power failures in China. And now with Covid
infection and death rates increasing again, it looks like we
are going to have a long and difficult winter.
But this does NOT mean that Christmas is cancelled. Christmas cannot be cancelled because its origins are rooted in
what happened in Bethlehem two thousand years ago. Then,
God came in human flesh as a baby born to Mary, adored by
angels and worshipped by wise men from the East. It is the
story of God's love for human beings and the world; it is a
story that will never go out of fashion!

Watlington Church is an active church with a service every
Sunday at 11am, the details can be found on the benefice
website, some are Holy Communion services and some are
Morning Prayer. We welcome everyone to the services and
the church is also open during daylight hours as a peaceful
place for prayer and meditation.

And so I hope that whatever your circumstances, you will
have a Happy Christmas. That you will be able to rejoice in
the precious gift of peace and joy, and that the hope of
Christmas will be yours and your family's too.

As many of you will know Watlington Church is in a benefice
of 12 churches with our priest David who was made an
honorary Canon of Ely Cathedral in October, so he is now
Canon David! Nigel Moat is assistant curate who happens to
live in Watlington but serves the whole West Norfolk Priory
Group Benefice.

But this Christmas, why not do something different? Why
not come to church to sing carols and marvel at the mystery
that is Christmas!

Planning for the Christmas period has been going on apace
as you can imagine with twelve churches to organise and
again details are on the WNPG website, but the Watlington
Christmas Eve Carol Service will be at 3pm with a Christmas
Day service at 10am. Dates of Churches with Carol or Crib
services in our area are:
16th December 6.30pm Runcton Holme

Seest thou, my soul, with thy faith's eyes, how He
Which fills all place, yet none holds Him, doth lie?
Was not His pity towards thee wondrous high,
That would have need to be pitied by thee?
Kiss Him, and with Him into Egypt go,
With His kind mother, who partakes thy woe John Donne
With prayerful good wishes for Christmas and the New Year,
DK

19th December 9.30am Wormegay Mission Room
24th December 3pm Stow Bardolph Church Farm
Crib Service
24th December 3pm Watlington Crib and Carol Service
Benefice website
To access our website and social media accounts, please go
to our Link Tree at linktr.ee/wnpg
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Community Primary School
This year started with such hope for a return to ‘normal’,
even if this is a ‘new normal!’ It has been so lovely to return
to school and hear about the exciting things the children
have been doing over the summer holidays.
Over the course of this year we’re going to focus on what the
children have been learning in their classes to give you a
flavour of what life at Watlington School is like; this time
focussing on Year 6 and Year 3.
Since returning to school in September, Oak Class have been
extremely busy in their learning and are enjoying discovering
more about World War II. This has been across several areas
of our curriculum, not just our History work. We have used
the internet to conduct our own research into Evacuation,
which has informed our writing of Non-Chronological reports
and discussed how our local area would have been involved.
The children are also enjoying making their own sock
monkey, which is building on our learning of ‘Make do and
mend’.
In Year 3 this half term, we have been learning about the
Stone Age and Bronze Age. We have had the opportunity to
create our own cave paintings when we found the classroom
transformed as a cave. We also had a go at ‘flint knapping’
soap to make our own tools and weapons. We have enjoyed
looking at the food they hunted and gathered, we even got a
chance to go on a food hunt for ourselves. We have finished
our half term with writing a recount as a Stone Age person.
Our PTA have also been busy this term and have started
designing their fundraising programme for the year. This
group of very dedicated parents have come up with some
very creative ideas to support fundraising for the school
regardless of whether the 2021-22 academic year brings the
opportunity to socialise or not.
One of the things we’ve all missed very much over the last
18 months are the trips and visits we usually do as a school;
visits that really bring what children are learning to life. This
year we’ve already started to plan and book a range of visits
to support the curriculum. We look forward to updating you
further with all of the learning and visits that are happening
throughout the year to celebrate everything our children
achieve.
Rhiannon Price, Headteacher
Watlington CP School 01553 810468

NO Allotment Vacancies
There are no plots available to rent on the Council allotment
sites at the time of going to press. Please contact the Parish
Clerk if you would like to join the waiting list.
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Your Parish Council News
sign from Westcotec a cost of £89.00 + VAT

27th July 2021 Parish Council Meeting

 Council agreed a rise of 7% in the waste management

 The Council became a member of the Fen Line Users

contract prices from 1 October.

Association (FLUA) at a cost of £21 for four years.

 The Council approved the consolidation of earmarked

 Council agreed not to donate any further funds to the

reserves from the MUGA Fundraising, MUGA LED
Lighting and Covid Grant to the PWLB Repayments
earmarked reserves.

Village Hall at this time, due to the play areas requiring a
lot of costly repair work to be carried out. The Village Hall
Management Committee were very pleased with the
original donation of £400 towards stage curtains.

 The Clerk had circulated details of a grant from Locality
(Groundwork UK) for £9,983 for the Neighbourhood Plan.
These funds needed to be spent by March 2022. The Clerk
reported that there was an additional £9,723.35 in
earmarked reserves for this project and the Net total held
would be £19,706.35 when the grant had been paid.

 Council agreed that the two remaining lights on the MUGA
court be converted to LED lamps in accordance with the
original quotation received July 2020 and that the Football
Club be contacted for a contribution towards the costs of
replacing the lamps facing the field with LED bulbs.

 The Council appointed Collective Community Planning

 Norfolk CC had advised that dealing with complaints of

(CCP) as the planning consultant to aid the
Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group (NPSG) in
producing the neighbourhood plan at a cost not exceeding
£15,500 +VAT. Additional charges of £65 per hour or £500
per day may be commissioned.

obstructive parking in Fendley Close could not currently be
dealt with as the road is unadopted, being the
responsibility of Persimmon Homes

 The Council approved all play area items to be repaired in
accordance with the quotation from Fenland Leisure, up to
a maximum net cost of £20,000.

 Council agreed to support a campaign to combat new
offshore windfarms by Norfolk ALC Wellbeing regarding
proposals to connect new offshore windfarms to onshore
electricity substations.

 The Village Hall Management Committee had set up a
Working Party to look into the possibility of an extension on
the Hall, but prior permission would need to be sought
from the Diocese. The Council would contact the Diocese
Land Agent to seek permission.

 Following a complaint about the two large storage metal
containers being on the line of Watlington Footpath 5
Public Right of Way (PRoW) near the village hall, it was
agreed to meet with the responsible NCC Highways to
discuss solutions. Council could not formally approve the
siting of the temporary Football Club changing room
container in light of the issue that had arisen regarding the
Footpath 5.

 The Watlington Players have sought permission from the
Diocese and received verbal approval to place their
storage container on the Glebe Field.

 Two new locations in Mill Road were agreed for the SAM2
speed monitoring system.

 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend would be 2nd–5th

 The Council approved Grays Funfair Rides holding a

June 2022 and the country would be participating in
lighting beacons on 2nd June 2022 at 9.15pm to celebrate
this historical event. It was agreed to pursue the possibility
of a pavilion changing rooms on the Recreation Field for
use by the Football Club.

 The Council approved the purchase of winter planting up

funfair on the Glebe Field, 11th to 18th October (operating
Thursday-Sunday) for £200 rent + £10 electricity charges.
to a maximum cost of £50 for the trough opposite the
village sign.

 The Council agreed to support the recommendations of the

 The

Village Hall Committee reported reservations
regarding a proposed extension to the Village Hall, for the
purposes of storage facilities and changing rooms and
showers. Early indications were that the build cost would
be more than £400,000, which would be difficult to justify
on possible increased income grounds.

Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group to appoint
Collective Community Planning (CCP) as the consultancy
company to produce the neighbourhood plan at a cost of
£15,500 + VAT, and that £3,000s utilised from the
earmarked reserves as a contingency fund, subject only to
the Parish Council securing a grant from Locality.

 Parking issues in Fendley Close are unable to be resolved

 That the Council formally approves BHIB Insurance to

as the road has not been adopted by Norfolk CC because
of concerns by Anglian Water. The double yellow lines
scheme on the John Davis Way junctions was in the hands
of Norfolk County Council, but little progress had been
made due to Covid.

provide a three-year Long-Term Agreement at an annual
cost of £1,104.04, subject to inflation per annum, with
effect from 1st August 2021.

21st September 2021 Parish Council Meeting

 An Order had been issued by Highways for a barrier post

 Borough Cllr Bhondi reported that the repairs to the back
road to King’s Lynn were appalling and he was currently
dealing with this matter along with the Setchey Borough
Councillor.

to be erected in order to stop the van parking on the
grassed area in Mill Road. The repainting of the zebra
crossing by the Angel Pub was scheduled to be carried out
within the next twelve weeks.

 Council agreed the purchase of two posts for the SAM2

 Councillors agreed that Freebridge Community Housing
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Your Parish Council News
drop-in event regarding the development of the Thieves
Bridge Road site had been very proactive. The site
planning application is expected by the end of the year

 The Council contracted Fenland Leisure to carry out the
repairs highlighted in the 2021 play inspection reports,
excluding four items to be carried out by other bodies, at a
total cost of £17,335.46 + VAT) subject to a revised final
order being received prior to the works.

19th October 2021 Parish Council Meeting
 Mr R Rockcliffe and Mrs K Smith were co-opted as Parish

 The Neighbourhood Plan progress report had been read to

Councillors, leaving no vacancies.
£50,000 for the Watlington War Memorial, to allow for
insurance cover.

the meeting during the Public Open Forum. The Council
agreed for the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group to
undertake a Call for Sites in Watlington under 0.5 hectares
for the purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan.

 Two bids for BCKLWN CIL match funding for the

 A complaint had been received from a member of public

Martingales Fencing Replacement (£2666.67) and Warren
Close Slide (£1389.59) were successful.

regarding the number of advertisements on the Football
Club’s changing room. The Village Hall Management
Committee had permitted the Football Club to display one
or two adverts and would deal with this matter.

 It was agreed to support a valuation (reinstatement cost) of

 The Council approved the emergency expenditure for
fixing the vandalised signage post on the Stone Play Area
at a cost of £63. The Council approved the £30 cost to
repair the shelves in the BT phone kiosk. It was agreed to
place a short article in The Gossip asking people not to
leave books in the old phone kiosk in Mill Road when it
was already full.

 It was agreed to send warning letters to tenants of 3
allotment plots as the plots where not being maintained
under the Terms & Conditions. The Community Payback
Team had carried out painting jobs, hedge trimming and
kept the public areas of the Paige Close allotment site tidy
and helped some tenants with their plots.

 The Council agreed the purchase of 5 glow in the dark

 A ‘picnic in the parks’ was suggested as a way to celebrate

signs from Keep Britain Tidy at a cost of £125 + VAT and
5 A4 stickers at a cost of £30 + VAT as these had proved
effective in encouraging dog owners to act responsibility.

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next June. It was agreed to
place an article in The Gossip and advertise the event on
Facebook in the early months of 2022

 The Council agreed the purchase of a poppy wreath for

 A response was awaited on of the double yellow lines

£25 from the Downham Market & District Branch Royal
British Legion and that Cllr Leedell, and/or Cllr Burry lays
the wreath at the Watlington War Memorial on behalf of the

scheme on the John Davis Way junctions.

 Construction on the Recreation Field trod had not
commenced and it was unknown when this would now
take place.

Council.

 A letter was received from the Queen’s Private Secretary

 The Council will raise a breach of planning conditions with

at Buckingham Palace thanking the Council for its good
wishes following the death of HRH Prince Philip. The letter
would be held for the historic archives.

BCKLWN relating to the footpath from the Warren Close
Play Area to the Medical Centre, which appears to be too
narrow.

 The Council agreed to pursue the prospect of constructing

 The Council will raise complaints regarding the Rowan

a sports pavilion on the Recreation Field, subject to further
meetings with the Football Club being held and basic
drawings of the structure being made available.

Close building work with the developers and the Medical
Centre.

 NCC has confirmed that Public Right of Way (PRoW)

Future Meetings of the Parish Council

Watlington Footpath 5, which crosses the Glebe Field, is
obstructed by the two steel storage containers belonging to
the Football Club and Watlington Players and by piles of
soil, brambles and other items and will need to be
removed. The issues arising will need to be resolved over
the next few months.

7pm Village Hall
30 November 2021 18 January 2022 1 March 2022
(2022 dates to be confirmed)

 Interested in following up on any of the Parish
Council news items?

 400+ trees donated by the Woodland Trust are being
delivered in early November 2021 for planting on the
Martingales Green (green adjacent to the Stone Close
Play Area). It was noted that volunteers would be required
to plant them. It was agreed to post an appeal for planting
volunteers on Facebook when details are available.

 Full minutes and agenda of meetings are available at the
website: http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/

 All local planning applications and decisions can be
viewed at west-norfolk.gov.uk, follow the links.

 The Council agreed to adjust the MUGA timer to turn off

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall will re-open

the floodlights at 9.00pm after the clocks go back on
Sunday, 31st October 2021 through the winter period and
revert back to 10.00pm when the clocks go forward in the
Spring of 2022.

Tuesdays and Thursdays but times may vary. Please call
01553 810777 to confirm that the office is open.)
Full contact details for the Parish Council are on page 34.
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For all aspects of Carpentry, Joinery and made to
measure furniture call Martyn on 07903 238233

GEOFFREY GRIEF
Painter & Decorator
Watlington
Telephone: 01553 810668

POOLE PLASTERING

The Orange Tree Hair Salon

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING

56 Back Lane, West Winch
PE33 0LA
Experienced & friendly staff
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available

All work
undertaken
Philip Poole
WATLINGTON

Manicures, Pedicures &
Calgel Nails Technician

Telephone: 01553 812199
Mobile:
07903594988

Tel: 01553 840464
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Phillipe’s Harem by Leo Kay
They came in February.
At the head of the group was a magnificent multi-coloured cockerel - Phillipe, followed by seven
females. By the end of their first visit they were all named; Phoebe, Philomena, Phyllis, Phaedra,
Phillipa, Phlox and Phyllida. They were the lucky survivors of the flock of pheasants raised for
shoots by the local landowner. Phillipe strutted and crowed in his bejewelled feathery outfit,
while the female’s varied in every tone of beige complemented by their eye colours that ranged
from light olive to dark brown. Phaedra, Phlox and Phyllida left after a few weeks, I hope
to pastures new.
Over the following months, I and my neighbour have got to know their separate personalities.
They come every day to eat the bird food along with the other ground feeders - blackbirds,
sparrows, robins, dunnocks, chaffinches and jackdaws. There is neither ‘pecking’ order nor
aggressive behaviour; all the breeds mingle well.
I was told again and again that pheasants are stupid, but if anyone raises chickens they will see the similarities in a small flock
ruled by a cockerel and an alpha female. Phillipe is a solicitous guardian, perpetually clucking and chuckling, circling protectively round his harem. His tone and rhythm of communication changing depending on what he notices. Phoebe is the boldest,
rushing up to my patio in the morning to stare and ask for food, chirping her wishes. Phillipe then checks what I throw down
and his clucking softens to a - “Yes this is good. Come on and fill up.”
The pheasants spend their days in our gardens or in the field where they were raised,
and where there are copses to roost in. But the flock have not destroyed any plants
nor ripped out vegetables. Instead they have created hollows in the earth, rather like
sparrows do, to enjoy a dust bath and clean their feathers. Each of the girls has their
own spot and Phillipe patrols to make sure they are all safe during their ablutions or
their naps in the sun. Of course as a reward he will suddenly mount the female……
And so…. In June I found an egg under the hedge, a beautiful smooth olive green
colour, worthy of a place on a Farrow and Ball colour card. I never saw another egg,
but one day in trooped Phyllis with eight fluffy chicks rushing behind her like tiny clockwork toys. She had been missing for a
week or so and this was the excuse! Sadly her chicks would not survive. Buzzards nest in one of the copses bordering my
garden, their own brood of chicks betraying their presence by their squeaky, wheezy whistles. Phoebe too surprised us with a
bunch of fluffy chicks. Unfortunately they didn’t fare any better….
Then Philomena went missing. This time I knew the reason and soon she ushered in and showed off her eight chicks. Only one
is left. But she is growing well and keeping close to Mum, echoing what
she does, preening and practising flying techniques by launching herself
into the air like a jumping jack.
In late August four raggedy, tail-less males arrived, faint red wattles gave
their sex away but their bodies looked like a half finished ‘paint by
numbers’ pheasant. They now join the others for a quick feed then loiter
like a bunch of teenagers on the edge of the garden; maybe they are
some of Phaedra, Phlox or Phyllida’s chicks. I hope so.
As the autumn arrived so some of the bird dynamics changed; the blackbirds and robins began challenging each other for
territory, but the pheasants still trooped in. Phillipe asserted his authority and began shooing the younger males away, but
they sneaked back in when he left for the day.
A line of maize has been growing all year in the field where they were all raised. I know that landowners supplement their
income with pheasant shoots. But pheasants are not stupid. They are shot down before their prime, before they have had time
to live and learn how to navigate their environment, and so pass on that knowledge to the next generation. Phillipe and his
harem have been an education and a delight, our very own Spring, Summer and Autumn Watch. I and my neighbours will miss
them and mourn their loss.
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Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
This year has been amazing at Watatunga with guests
coming from as far as the Shetland islands just to visit our
unique collection of animals and experience a mini safari
in the heart of Norfolk. Although the weather wasn’t always
the kindest, there has been plenty to see with our guides
Dee and Jono at the helm.

bracken followed closely by their ever watchful mothers.
Next year, Dee will be taking a step back from guiding on
tours to focus her attention on carrying out vital DNA work
on the sambar and hopefully, together with other European
Zoos, help create breeding programmes for this little known
species.

The blackbuck, one of India’s smaller antelope, had a great
year with plenty of young born; their fragile little legs go at
an amazing pace, enabling them to keep up with the rest of
the herd at the tender age of 2 days. The lechwe and Père
David also produced a new male calf each which visitors
have watched grow up over the season; in fact, the little
male lechwe has already got his horns and shows them off
quite proudly. Deer species only tend to start growing their
antlers in the second year, so the Père David will have to
wait a little longer.

We would like to thank all our wonderful guests who have
taken the time out to come and visit us here at Watatunga
Wildlife Reserve and look forward to welcoming many of you
back next season.

Watlington Wednesday Club
Watlington Wednesday Club meets in the Village Hall on the
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month at 2pm. It is a
social afternoon club open to everyone. Inevitably at 2pm in
the afternoon we are mostly retired people but if anyone
finds themselves free on a Wednesday afternoon and wants
to see what we do, there will be a warm welcome, or maybe
you would like to come and give us a talk on your particular
interest.

Our newest species on site were the eastern or mountain
bongo, now critically endangered with less than 100 left in
the wild. Only 1 in 5 of our visitors have ever heard of this
stunning species of antelope, despite them being even more
endangered than the Sumatran tiger. This is something we
are eager to change. With our focus primarily on deer and
antelope species we are bringing the ungulates (a hoofed
mammal) to the attention of the public and educating
visitors on the conservation work being done - and what still
needs to be done - to save these species from extinction.

Like many groups we have only started meeting again in the
second half of the year because of the pandemic, however
looking back in the archives our first AGM was in 1995 and
we still have a few original members.
We held our AGM again in October this year, the Chairman
thanked the committee and everyone who has helped to
make our Wednesday Club meetings enjoyable, and run
safely and smoothly, all those who so readily help to wash
up and clear away, those who organise the raffle and
quizzes, those who move the tables and chairs at the
beginning and the end of meetings.

Possibly our biggest achievement yet this year lies with the
calm, shy sambar deer; a species found throughout Asia.
There has been very little conservation work done, and in
many instances, far too little is known about sambar, their
sub-species and their care in captivity. (Photo p.35)
The Malayan sambar is one of the many sub-species found
only on the island of Malaya which is now vulnerable despite
the government making it illegal to hunt them. In captivity
there is such a small handful left that without quick intervention, this species may become extinct before many have
even had a chance to see them.

Janet Jones was thanked, who has represented the Club on
the Village Hall Committee and is now retiring as club secretary, but remaining on the committee, and Marion Davies
who has looked after the money. The chairman also
remarked ‘I think we should thank each other for making
this a welcoming and supportive place to be’.

At Wataunga we hold four of the few remaining captive
Malayan sambar in Europe. Thankfully, unlike in other European sites, this species is breeding well at Watatunga where
we have made every effort to make the habitat as natural as
possible, providing cover for the mothers to hide their
young.

By the time this Gossip falls through your letterbox we will
be thinking about our Christmas party on December 8th.
Our programme for the first few months of 2022 looks like
this: January 12th Games Afternoon; January 26th Old Kings
Lynn speaker Trish McCarron; February 9th Cars in My Life
speaker John Church; February 23rd Pancakes Plus

This year, we had not one, but two baby Malayan sambar
born in the reserve. Sambar are such a protective species
that even the guides have only had the rarest glimpse of the
youngsters before they quickly turn and disappear into the

If you feel like joining us but need a lift or more information
do get in touch. Barbara Church, Chairman
01553 810584; barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop
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Watlington Preschool

Watlington Brownies and Guides

Festive, festive and more festive!! We have the glitter
glittering, everyone is HO HO HOing and we are hurtling
towards Christmas.

1st Watlington and Runcton Holme Brownies and Guides:
CHAIRS, CHARITY AND CHRISTMAS
For us, Christmas came
early this year! In
October, the Downham
Market Roundtable donated a set of shiny new
chairs to the unit. This gift
has given us so much
more space in our little
hall - we've been able to get rid of the clunky, unstackable
chairs we had before and replace them with the chairs from
the Round Table that fold away and stack neatly on the rail.
The evening they came to deliver the chairs felt like Father
Christmas was visiting (if he is not actually a man in a big red
suit, but rather 8 men each in Round Table hoodies)! (See
also photo on p.35)

The Autumn term has gone so very quickly and we have had
such a lot of fun. Our new group of starters have done
exceptionally well settling into life at preschool. For some of
the 2 year olds, because of Covid, it has been first time they
have spent any time away from their family and they have
been amazing.
We have had a busy term with lots of lovely activities going
on. We did Halloween crafts, looked at leaves, conkers and
fir cones, we’ve counted, coloured, sung and danced and
when the weather was not so good we even have our
trampoline and small climbing frame indoors to keep active.
One of our favourite things is messy play and we always
have a tray of water, sand, foam or soil to enjoy.
We made poppies for Remembrance Day with our friend
Katherine and she also helped us plant Spider plants to help
us learn about growing and caring for things.

The extra space means we have far more space in which to
play games, make crafts, and dance… which is what the
Guides did to raise money for BBC Children in Need on 18th
November. After a chaotic craft making session, we took part
in a Dance-athon led by Katie Hicken, one of our Young
Leaders.

Many thanks to everyone in the village for supporting us as
always in our fundraising activities including the Halloween
trail and our Xmas Craft Fayre. If you see this in time, we
also have our Xmas bingo on Saturday 4th December at the
village hall. Please come along if you can.

We are merrily looking forward to the Christmas season and
have lots of exciting things planned for the girls. This term,
the Brownies (girls aged 7-10) have been working on their
First Aid by practicing life-saving skills on teddy bears, and a
Science badge for which we welcomed a real-life scientist
Dr Alex Shillings to a meeting. He showed us how to make
fireworks from orange skins, how to make teabags fly, and
how to make a mini rocket! The Guides (girls aged 10-14)
have been working on a Teamwork badge which has involved lots of problem solving and creative collaboration!

Wishing everyone a peaceful and Merry Christmas and a
very Happy New Year.
Caroline and everyone at Watlington Preschool

If your daughter (aged 7-14) would like to join us in January,
or if one of your New Years’ resolutions is to take up volunteering and you want to help run the meetings, please
contact Barn Owl on watlingtonbrownies@gmail.com . We
meet on Thursday evenings during term time.
By Barn Owl (Chloe) of 1st Watlington and Runcton Holme
Brownies and Guides

Ist Watlington and Runcton Holme Brownies & Guides
Meet at the Scout Hut in Runcton Holme
Brownies (7 -10 years old) Thursday 6:00 - 7:15 pm
Guides (11 - 14 years old) Thursday 7:30 - 9:00 pm
Email Chloe at watlingtonbrownies@gmail.com
for more information
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Nature Notes with Chris Dyson
Our summer migrant birds seem to have all gone at last,
although a few stayed until late October. Before they had
left us, the winter migrants had started to return. On a
recent visit to the RSPB Reserve at Titchwell I observed a
flock of several hundred, possibly even a thousand, Golden
Plover. They will have come south from their northern
breeding grounds to spend winter around the Wash. I also
observed a small flock of Brent Geese; they will have
travelled from their breeding grounds in Northern Russia.
Other birds seen at Titchwell that will have come south for
the winter were Bar Tailed Godwits and Black Tailed
Godwits. The Bar Tailed Godwits breed in Arctic Scandinavia
and Siberia whilst the Black Tailed breed in Iceland.

Several people reported finding the caterpillar of the Privet
Hawk Moth in their gardens. I found one in our garden on
the 8th September. They are a rather beautiful bright green
caterpillars about 2 inches long with a horn on their tail and
a series of purple and white stripes along their sides.
The weather has been unseasonably warm for the time of
year, but the trees are beginning to change colour. Some of
the Maples in particular have put on a spectacular show of
colour. At the end of October, the Dahlias and Rudbeckia in
our garden are still in full bloom. However, many of the
flowering plants are finished for this year and have been cut
down. I have pruned our roses ready for the winter, but the
rose ‘Etoile de Hollande’ continues to produce the odd
flower or two.

In Watlington on 20th October I observed my first Whooper
Swans of the season flying along the river towards Welney.
They, like the Black Tailed Godwits, will have flown all the
way from Iceland, a distance across the sea of about 878
miles (1413 km). Whilst in our garden we are getting increasing numbers of birds coming to feed on our bird table
and feeders. This is presumably due to the crops on the
surrounding fields having been harvested and many of the
fields being ploughed. I have continued to have regular
sightings of Red Kites and Buzzards over the village and
surrounding areas.
Six Spot Burnet Moth

It remains to be seen what sort of winter we have to come,
but with continued climate change anything seems possible.
Whatever the weather it will be interesting to see what
observations nature will provide. I will be expecting to see
some more arrivals from the north and east. Whilst I will
also enjoy seeing and hearing our local birds, insects and
plants.

As mentioned in my
last ‘Nature Notes’,
butterflies continued to
be in short supply. I did
see a few more Red
Admirals and Small
Whites during August
and September.

At the beginning of
August, I observed a very nice Hedge Brown on our allotment on several consecutive days. Although butterflies were
not very plentiful that was not the same for moths. When
travelling back across the ‘Fens’ in the late evening during
August the sky was full of moths of all sizes.
Also in August there
were quite a number
of Six Spot Burnet
Moths on the Angel
Field/Millennium
Green. They feed on
Knapweed, Thistle and
Scabious all of which are present on the Green. Also on the
Green the caterpillar of the Buff Tip Moth was observed near
the Oak tree in the centre.
Cocoon of Six Spot Burnet Moth
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Watlington Short Mat Bowls Club

Watlington Sports & Social Club

New Members welcome
The Watlington Short Mat Bowls Club has recommenced its
activities meeting at the Village Hall every Monday morning
from 9am until 12:30pm and every Friday afternoon from
12:30pm until 5pm.
The Club operates all year round and being played indoors is
not affected by the weather.
Suitable for any ability, the sport provides an excellent form
of mild exercise within a social group and should you be interested in learning the game, or if an old hand, would like
to come along - just turn up, you will be most welcome. All
you need is a pair of flat soled shoes that haven’t been worn
outdoors, carpet slippers will do.
Along with refreshments, we can provide some spare bowls
for you to try as well.

WS&SC is situated opposite the Village Hall and is a family
members club with lots to offer for all age ranges.
We offer good quality drink and snacks at affordable prices.
The kitchen is still closed for the time being. We will look to
start food service as soon as practical.
We are signed up to both Sky and BT TV, which enables us to
show all the big games on the large screens throughout the
club. The club has 2 pool tables, dart board, juke box and
puts on numerous events throughout the year for adults,
children and families.

Current Opening Times
Monday to Thursday : 17:00 - 23:00, Friday: 16:00 - 01:00,
Saturday: 12:00 - 01:00

Sunday: 12:00 - Close

These are under constant review and any changes will be
displayed within the club and emailed out to members.
The Social Club is home to Watlington Men’s Football Team,
5 Youth Football Teams (ranging from U7’s through to
U15’s), Green Bowls Teams and Crib League.
The Crib league has now resumed on Tuesday Evenings.
A local Jazz Band rehearse in the Club on the 2nd Monday of
each month. Please come along and enjoy the music.

Christmas Entertainment

Jim’s Monthly Collection Box

The Christmas Draw will be on Saturday 18th December with
Disco by Chris Osler

The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in the
Watlington Post Office Store are donated to local charities.

Member’s only Children’s Party on Sunday 19th December
2pm to 4pm with Disco by Chris Ostler.

August

(Names of Member’s children up to the age of 11 needed
please to make sure Santa doesn’t forget anyone.)

September £94.48 Runcton Holme Parish Hall

£93.80 Watlington Football Club Changing
Rooms Refurbishment Fund

October

New Years Eve Party - Members only (Must have joined

£86.80 Runcton Holme Defibrillator Fund

Thanks to all the customers who contributed.

by 1st December to qualify for tickets)

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance.

Membership: Membership prices will remain at £15 for a

Jim has extended the distribution area to local villages that
use Watlington shop and Post Office. If you know of a worthy
cause in Runcton Holme, Tottenhill, Wormegay or Magdalen
please let us know - watgossipads@gmail.com.

single membership and £20 for a joint/family membership.
If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Contacts: 01553 810171 (Club opening times only)
www.watlingtonssc.com
watlingtonsportsandsocialclub@outlook.com
Watch out on Facebook for updates
Also on Instagram

Advertising Rates for one year (4 issues)
1/16th page £35; 1/8th page £55; 1/4 page £80
1215 copies distributed each quarter
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T O N Y’S

WINDOW
CLEANING
Windows, Doors,
and
Framework cleaned
Mobile No. 07787 200334
(Based in Watlington)

BEEBY ELECTRICAL
For all types of Industrial, Commercial,
Agricultural and Domestic Work
Telephone: 01553 811091

CAM-CLEAN
Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned
For Free Estimates

Call Malcolm on
01366 385802 or 07890872285
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Watlington Players

Watlington Young Players
WYPS returned on September 24th after the summer break.
We are in the process of running a series of workshops.
We welcomed Katherine Shaw to our group on 8th October
who delivered a movement workshop which was greatly
enjoyed by our young people. Katherine will be returning at
the end of November.

Rapunzel
Performance dates: 6th - 8th January 2022
7.30 pm and 2.30 pm Saturday matinee
www.ticketsource.co.uk/watlingtonplayers

In November we will be celebrating our 10th birthday. Once
again we will be supporting Children in Need. Since 2011 we
have raised nearly £2860 for this worthy cause as a result of
our annual mini-fetes. Unfortunately, we were unable to
hold our fete last year for obvious reasons so we are pleased
to be able to carry on the tradition on Friday 19th November.
The doors will open at 6.30 and it will finish about 8pm.
There will be stalls, refreshments and a raffle, all mainly
organised by our young members. Please feel free to pop
along to the Jubilee Hall and join in the fun.

Tickets £10 and £8
Rapunzel is a classically charming fairytale about a young
princess who is locked up in a tower by the evil Mother
Gothel. One day a handsome former prince (after being
banished from the royal castle) stumbles across the princess
after following the sound of her voice.
He makes it his mission to rescue her and to defeat the evil
mother Gothel and her evil henchman with the help of his
sidekick Frankie and Frankie’s mother who runs the kingdom
hairdressers along with a whole host of other friends in a
classic battle of good versus evil. You will not want to miss it.
Ian

We have been fortunate once again to receive a donation
from a winner of the Watlington Lottery, organised by the
football club, for which we are very grateful.
Penny Cooke

The Magpie Centre
October saw the last of the 2021 Tea With a Pony sessions at
the Magpie Centre, home of West Norfolk Riding for the
Disabled Association, during which people living with
dementia and reduced mobility and their carers enjoyed tea,
cakes and a chance to meet some of our gentle ponies.
This activity will recommence on April 20, 2022, and booking
can be done through our website or by calling the Centre on
01553 810202. Cost is £10 per participant, including carer.
We have also launched the first Magpie Centre calendar, for
2022, featuring full colour pictures of our horses and the
range of activities we offer.
The calendars, priced at £6.00 (plus £2.99 post and packing if
ordered via our website www.rda-westnorfolk.org.uk ) are
also available from West Winch Post Office, on A10, PE33
0NP; Vets for Pets, within Pets at Home, Campbells Meadow, Hardwick Road, Kings Lynn PE30 4YN; Chalk and Cheese,
1 Eastgate Street, Shouldham, Kings Lynn PE33 0DD or
Prontaprint, 24 St James’ Street, Kings Lynn PE30 5DA.
The last two years haven’t been easy for any of us, and
charities have suffered more than most, in terms of reduced
income. However, we are hugely grateful for the support we
have received from all sections of the community.
Businesses, clubs and individuals from all over Norfolk and
East Anglia have donated generously and this has enabled us
to maintain our 14 horses and ponies, and to look forward to
2022 with renewed optimism.

For links to local websites use our website

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk
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All aspects of tree work undertaken
Hedges Removed Stump Grinding
Call 01553 813140 or 07867 764307

Over 30 years experience Qualified - Insured

JG Gas & Plumbing
24 hour call out 365 days a year
•
•
•
•

Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing
CO alarms and Wireless controls
System upgrades and general plumbing
New appliances or Make do and Mend
Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment
Find us on Facebook under: jggas

Book a service mail: jggasplumbing@gmail.com
CALL NOW ON: Tel: 01553 812172
Mob: 07973 343926
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Watlington Village Hall

Countdown
The big day is coming all too soon
There’s always so much to remember
There’s many folks who start in June But most of us start in September.
First come the lists-food presents, cards
That’s a good way to start.

Now that the Village Hall is back in full use and all the regular
meetings are going ahead we hope that everyone is
appreciating the vast amount of improvements that have
been made to the hall. The new stage and door curtains and
blinds in the main hall really do make a difference. Upgrade
in the bar area, new flooring and windows in service areas
and lots of painting. Unfortunately, a new boiler was
required in the Jubilee Hall which depleted the funds but
was needed.

Wrapping paper and ribbons, yards and yards
And enough drink to fill up a cart.
The pile of presents grows and grows
And the bank balance just goes down
How it all gets done, nobody knows
And that’s not even going to town!

Bookings are up with several private parties and a muchpostponed wedding party being held. We also have a new
regular hirer providing fitness classes of various types which
is proving very popular. (see advert on p32) Quiz nights and
Bingo evenings are back with more to come in the next few
months.

Then come December - the panic sets in
As we scrabble for puddings and pies
Mysteriously - we have run out of gin
Add some more to the list of supplies.

To check availability of any of the 3 rooms please phone:

Wrapping the gifts while the tree lights twinkle

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234

Sipping mulled wine by the fire

Check out the website for more information. (see page 34)
Website: www.watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk.com
Email: watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk@gmail.com

The cat chases trims, hear his collar bell tinkle
Like a tiny celestial choir.
Trying to set up seasonal meetings

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club

With family and with friends
Hastily scribbling heartfelt greetings

Each number costs £1 per month (£12 a year) and is entered
into a draw each month, which takes place on the 3rd

The list just never ends

Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at 8pm.

Finally, the week has arrived

Every 4th month the 1st prize is £100

Turkey bought, and fresh food, all is fine

The profits from the draw all go to the Village Hall and will
help to fund several ongoing refurbishment projects.

Somehow you have, yet again, survived
Oh bother - we’re out of red wine.

There are still numbers available.
Annual 2022 Subscriptions are due in January please

One last dash around the shop

To snap one up please contact Vicky on vling@hotmail.co.uk
or Sara (Parish Clerk) in the Parish Council Office

Just one more frantic day
And now, the chaos has to stop

on Tuesdays and Thursdays Tel: 01553 810777

Tomorrow’s Christmas Day!

Recent Winning Numbers
2021
Aug

£100

£40

176

Elaine Carpenter

£15

£10

£5

£5

164

159

21

180

Sept

31

93

1

173

12

Oct

27

15

6

114

81
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KEW GRASS CARE
LANDSCAPE GARDENERS
GRASS CARE AND FENCING
NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES
Mower Service & Repair Specialists
Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,
Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws

LYNDA’S DOG GROOMING
Clipping, Hand Scissoring,
Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,
Ear Plucking, Anal Glands
68 Manor Farm
Runcton Holme
Tel: 01553 811252
Mobile 07788 188706

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn
Phone: (01553) 617648
Mobile: 07767 270069 or 07771 370577

Mia's Home Help Services
I can help with cleaning, errands, shopping etc
for a very reasonable rate.
I am friendly, reliable, trustworthy and well known from
working in the shop for many years

Call Maria on 01553 811931

Considering advertising in the Gossip?
For further information contact Brenda Leedell
watgossipads@gmail.com or 01553 810848
Advertising rates on Page 4
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Watlington WI

The Run Up to Christmas in Years Gone By
The first hint that Christmas was around the corner was
when my nanna made our Christmas puddings. With the
warm spicy smell filling the kitchen she would invite me to
stir the thick fruity mixture and make a wish. She would then
wrap the tiny silver charms in tissue paper and add them
before placing the mixture in the basins. These puddings
were then covered in muslin and steamed for hours; the
condensation running down the walls.

Plans for Christmas are coming along
nicely. Christmas Dinner at a local
restaurant and party time at our normal
meeting. As so many plans had to be
cancelled last year due to Covid
restrictions we are looking forward to
getting together and having fun even more this year.
The programme for next year is coming along nicely and
should hopefully be finalised by the December meeting.
Keep an eye on the website for updates.

It was my mother’s job to make the Christmas cake. This was
a rich fruit cake covered in marzipan and royal icing to
imitate snow, with a Father Christmas, a snowman and a
sleigh on top. The finishing touch was a cake frill. These cake
decorations were used every year, the old icing being
scraped off before use.

We have had several new members in the last few months
so welcome to them all. Some new members have recently
moved to the area and are looking forward to making new
friends and getting involved.
Craft morning and book club have resumed and the Rainbow
Café has been very busy and vibrant since we started again
in September.

At primary school we made paper lanterns and paper chains
to take home. But my mother would never allow me to hang
the paper chains. She preferred to decorate the house ‘more
tastefully’ with holly. The most important decoration of all
was the Christmas tree of course. This would be bought
locally and stood outside until a few days before Christmas
when my father would bring it in and stand it in the front
room. Once he had attached the multi-coloured fairy lights
we would decorate the tree with glass baubles and tinsel
while Christmas carols played on the Hi-Fi. A fairy dressed in
white topped the tree. The last things to go on were the
chocolate novelties, strictly not to be eaten until the tree
was taken down on twelfth night! Other temptations on
display were boxes of petit fours, crystalized orange and
lemon slices and Turkish Delight.

Recently moved into the local area or in need of a little
diversion? Come along to a meeting and get to know
people. We have members of all ages from several local
villages. You only have to be 18 or over to join. You don’t
need to be able to cook, sew or knit and not many of our
members make jam so don’t let that put you off.
The WI page on the Watlington Norfolk website is a good
starting point to see what is planned. If you are interested in
becoming a member or prefer to just come along to see
what we are about, please contact Emma on 01553 811521
for more info.
Email: watlingtonwomensinstitute @gmail.com
Website: www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk – WI pages
Facebook: Watlington WI

One of the most exciting things was a visit to Selfridges to
see Father Christmas. My parents and I would wait our turn
until Uncle Holly – dressed in red and green with a top hat –
ushered us into Santa’s magical grotto where the aweinspiring figure in red and white sat on his gilded throne.
After asking what I would like for Christmas he would dig
deep into his sack and produce a small gift for me to take
home, maybe a colouring book or pencils, made all the more
special because Father Christmas had given it to me himself!
MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR to all my
readers! Still looking for that elusive Christmas present?
Signed copies of all my books are available from me, Julie
Newman.
‘No One Comes Close’ a memoir, a roller-coaster romance
set in the 1960s and 1980s. ‘Where There’s a Will’, a fun
modern-day rags to riches story and ‘Bay of Secrets’, a family
saga set on the beautiful north coast of Cornwall. Contact
me at julie3wwn@mypostoffice.co.uk or phone 01553
278944 or PM me on Facebook. Unsigned copies are
available on Amazon in both Kindle and paperback.
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A Tropical Christmas
I was looking forward to Christmas being different this year. It was 1968
and I was on a coral island in the middle of the Indian ocean thanks to the
RAF. Known as RAF Gan it was the southernmost island of the Maldives in
Addu Atoll just south of the Equator. The length of the runway was a mile
and a half, the same length as the island. Around the edge was nearly 5
miles, a good walk on an always sunny day, mind the sunburn. A staging
post for aircraft flying from the UK to Singapore, Hong Kong and outposts
of the empire. Coral sand, azure blue seas, and a constant high twenties
temperature. No pressure from last minute shopping, sending cards or who
is coming to dinner.
There were about 500 RAF personnel, some contractors from the UK, Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, and Pakistan. All male except for
one lady from the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service, WRVS, for family liaison back home, which added a bit of normality.
We all did a 12-month tour including Joan from WRVS. The air base operated 24 hours a day but over Christmas it closed for a
week, and we had great fun.
Traditionally the Officers and SNCO’s serve Christmas dinner to the airmen. No turkey, but chicken and the chefs managed to
source most of the trimmings, except sprouts (shame), including Christmas pudding. After dinner some of us decided to swim
off the jetty smoking cigars as we floated, until a loud shout of “Shark”. Scrambling out of the water we heard giggling nearby.
Of course, there weren’t sharks, probably barracuda.
We were allowed to create bars in our accommodation with a prize for the best. We got a Maldivian to weave palm fronds for
roof and sides for a beach bar look. There were a dozen bars , which the brave CO judged and awarded the best, a New York
Skyline view, a crate of beer. Most prizes were beer.
There were boat races using 8-man Dhoni’s borrowed from the Maldivians. Six crews entered but the RAF marine craft section
was determined to win. They arrived dressed as Vikings and with some sneaky tampering with the twisted grass rowlocks of
the other boats no one stood a chance. The Vikings retired to their actual bar on the beach to drink the spoils.
A bicycle relay race around the island, four laps for four riders was organised using RAF issue bikes, hard work in the heat.
The winner was a keen cyclist who had his own racing bike and completed the four laps himself. The others still raced for the
second spot.
I worked in the control tower but in my time off joined Radio Gan. A proper transmitting radio station, even if our aerial was
the nearest palm tree, organised on BBC lines, no pirate DJ’s allowed. We covered all tastes. We even set up an outside
broadcast for the boat and bike race with help from the Royal Engineers with telephone lines.
In Christmas week we raised money with payola where you pay to keep playing a record until you are outbid. I quite liked the
Seekers and Judith Durham’s voice but after 100 plays of “we shall not be moved” with very loud tambourine we in the radio
station outbid the amount and smashed it. Sorry Judith!
Another fundraiser was a bit controversial where items and people were hijacked and held to ransom. We were asked to relay
the ransom demands. The WRVS lady, Joan, was invited to the weather forecasters office for tea, a more refined bunch, and
they demanded a ransom from the officers’ mess, where she lived, for her safe return. They answered you can keep her.
She threatened dire consequences on her return and to go public on the radio with certain secrets she knew about the mess.
They soon paid.
Some hijacked items we returned ourselves so as not be accessories to crime. You really shouldn’t tamper
with the NAAFI manager’s car. Another favourite was pushing a notable volunteer off the diving board.
The Scottish padre bravely raised a huge amount, but I think his kilt did act as a parachute and cushion the
fall. On the last night of the week off we had a call from the CO to put out a message on air. He needed his
hat back to meet a senior officer the next day. No reprisals, just take it to Radio Gan. Later that night there
were three officers’ hats by the door. I wonder who else missed one!
Next day at 12.00 the VC10 from Singapore landed with the usual scream of reverse thrust and we were
back to the usual routine.
Ex- Gannite, Keith
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2nd Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group
With the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions easing further we
continue to hold all of our section meetings face to face at
our HQ! The laughter, smiles and chatter have returned. We
have seen new members join the sections and it appears
that this is also evident across the UK in a most scout groups.
To help run the section meetings we are actively looking at
recruiting adults for uniformed and non-uniformed leadership roles, occasional helpers and also members for the
executive committee. Whatever your skillset, if you can lend
a hand for as little or as much time as you can spare, we
promise you’ll get more out than you put in.

land. 2022 has a lot of district competitions planned, night
hikes, shooting, camping and lots of water sport activities
that we will be taking part in.
All sections will be out and about in the autumn with lots of
planned activities, shooting, archery, camping and hiking.
We will also be taking part in some litter picking duties
around some of the local villages. The group will also be
taking part in the Global Jambowlree competition, this is ten
pin bowling which groups from all over the world take part.
In 2019 we managed some fantastic results - Our Beavers
finished 11th out of 106 teams, our Cubs finished 15th out
of 228 teams, our Scouts finished 35th out of 205 teams and
our Leaders/adults finished 10th out of 54 teams. We will
also be planning to provide a carol singing service for our
adopted local care home in Downham to bring some festive
cheer to the residents.
Thank you
Skip (Andy Nicol) Scout Section Leader
2nd Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group

We provide the training. You show up, get stuck in, and
make memories for life. Sounds fun? Worthwhile? It is!
Could you spare us a couple of hours a month? If you are
interested in finding out about Beavers, Cubs or Scouts or
volunteering as an adult helper, please contact us (Details in
Box opposite).
The Beaver section has seen a great deal of new joiners
within the section, they have been busy with lots of craft,
skills and team work activities. Lots of badges have been
awarded and some new Beavers have been invested. They
have also been learning about all things money. Different
coins and notes, the history of money, saving and spending
and donating and sharing. They have a district panto trip to
Hunstanton planned in December to watch Aladdin.

2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Scout Group
Meet at the Scout Hut in Runcton Holme near the school
Beaver Scouts (6-8 year olds) Monday 6:30 to 8:00 pm
Cub Scouts (8-10½ year olds) Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm
Scouts (10½-14 year olds) Monday 7:15- 9:00 pm
Bob Keens: Group Scout Leader 01553 810855

The Cub section have been busy learning all about fire safety
around the home and how to make homes safe and how to
react in an emergency. This activity led onto first aid has also
been taught to the cubs. Map reading badge activity work
using coordinates has commenced to get the cubs used to
working with maps and coordinates to locate objects and
plan hikes. Lots of outdoor activities are planned for the
future.

b.keens@hotmail.com
Andy Nicol: Scout Section Leader 01553 811201
andy-nicol@hotmail.co.uk

The Old Phone Box Library/Book Swap
Since early 2019 the old phone box on
Mill Road has been in use as a library/
book swap and was very popular and
useful during the worst of the pandemic
and lockdown.

The scout section continues to expand, the Scouts invested
three new scouts in October. The Scouts took part in the
district survival camp in September which was held held at
Wolverton. The Scouts slept in shelters all weekend, made
from pioneering poles, tarpaulin and rope. They planned and
cooked all of their own meals over camp fires, and washed
up on completion. It was a well-attended, and the Scouts
made some new friends from different groups within the
district. All scouts were awarded their Survival Skills badge.
We also helped spent a couple of hours working alongside
members of St Peter and St Paul church in Watlington
collecting left over onions which will go to local night
shelters in King’s Lynn. Many thanks to John Murfitt, Keith
Stanley, Drew and Maria Purves who helped collect the onions and Edward Pope for allowing us to collect from his

Unfortunately this facility is being abused
by some members of the public and
treated as a place to dump their surplus
books when there is no space left on the
shelves to store them.
The shelving has been improved with the
aim of keeping books tidy and easier to select.
Please do not leave books in the phone box in carrier bags
or on the floor. If there is no space on the shelves please
take your books home or to a charity shop.
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Watlington Football Club
As Autumn approaches and with the clocks having gone back
the dark early evenings are unfortunately upon us, I hope
that I find you all safe and well. It has been a very busy couple of months for the football club. Firstly, the new football
season has been underway for around 6 weeks.
Under 10’s 7V7 Format (Non-Competitive): The side have
been placed in the amber league and this will allow the team
to compete on a weekly basis. They have started well in the
first 5 games and the team are playing well and most importantly enjoying their football. Unfortunately, Tom Peel
has decided to step down from his managerial duties, but
the side will continue which is great news with thanks to
Wayne Hansell and Martin Wright
Under 12’s 9V9 Format (Competitive): The side have been
placed in Division Two in their first year of competitive football and have started brightly, playing some good football,
and enjoying competing in every game. They currently sit in
4th place having played 5 games W3 L2. Hopefully at the end
of the season they will be competing around the top 3.
Under 14’s 11V11 Format (Competitive): In their 2nd season
of the Norfolk Combined League, the points have evaded
them so far having been very competitive in the last three
games and coming away with 1 pt. Having played 5 games
W1 D1 L3 sees them 5th from bottom. I am sure that it will
not be long before they start putting a run together.
Under 15’s Yellow 11V11 Format (Competitive): It has been
a tough start for this side having been competitive in most
games, but good results have not been forthcoming and the
last two weeks have been tough. I am sure that they will
soon turn it around. Having played 6 games D1 L5 they
currently sit bottom of the league.
Men’s Reserves 11V11 Format (Competitive): Having been
promoted to Division Two it is clear to see the difference at
this level but is a great learning curve for all involved. The
mixture of younger players blended with experience heads
allows us to progress players onto the first team. So far, they
sit in 8th position (out of 13 teams) having played 8 games
W3 L5.
Men’s First 11V11 Format (Competitive): Having also been
promoted it is an opportunity for them to try and push on
and look to get promoted into the Anglian Combination as
the side is strong. After 6 games they are unbeaten W5 D1
and looking strong to push for the top, currently sitting 2nd.
Finally, I would also like to wish all Players, Parents, Guardians and Grandparents a very good season. All the Coaches
do an amazing job in my opinion and all that remains to be
said is, “enjoy your football”. Tony Leggett
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The Gossip Annual Quiz 2021
Travel
1) In July 1987 which two leaders signed the Treaty to authorise the digging of the Channel Tunnel?
2) Which are the 6 London designated international airports?
3) Dorothy from Kansas had a canine companion, called?
4) If you travel to all four tennis Grand Slam Tournaments, which cities will you visit?
5) What was the Blue Riband event? Bonus if you know the last holder.
6) BBC and ITV each had long running travel programmes in the 1970s and 1980s. What were they called
and who were their main presenters?
7) You would need to travel to 11 other countries to see all the currently accredited test cricket nations.
How many of the 11 can you name?
8) Who was the dog which travelled along the Thames in a boat with 3 men?
9) You went to Rio and then Tokyo. Where are the next 2 places you are going to visit?
10) When is the sale of new petrol and diesel cars to be banned in the UK?
In which year will all new cars and vans need to be fully zero emission?
11) In the Greek Myths, Jason sailed away to claim which item and what was the name of his ship?
12) In which cities would you be after arriving at the following railway stations: New Street, Temple Meads,
Waverley, St David’s, Lime Street and Piccadilly (not the London one!)?
13) Which two actors played the travellers in the 1987 film Planes, Trains and Automobiles?
14) Where does the Trans-Siberian Railway run between and how many time zones does it span?
15) If you stayed at the Bates Motel in 1960, which actor would be your genial(!) host?
16) If you are travelling to Argentina, Israel and South Africa, what local currencies would you be using?
17) What is the longest single scheduled rail journey in Britain?
18) Around the World in 80 days was written by whom and who were the 2 travellers?
19) We all know the northern end of the A10, but where does it end in London?
20) Who are the authors of these books: Room With A View; Travels With My Aunt; Notes From A Small Island;
To The Lighthouse; Jamaica Inn; The Mill On The Floss ?
21) Before Heathrow, which airport was the main UK international terminal?
22) Which artists are closely associated with these songs: Ferry Cross The Mersey; The Long and Winding Road;
Take Me Home, Country Roads; Driving Home For Christmas; Sailing; Go Your Own Way?
23) The film Easy Rider (1967) starred Peter Fonda and Dennis Hopper, but the film was the big break out
movie for a major star. Who is he?
24) Which are the 3 Agatha Christie crime novels that reference trains in their titles?
25) Most of Lapland is in which country?

The Answers are on the Village Website at http://www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk/
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Useful Telephone Numbers

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)
December 2021

Parish Council - Village Hall Office 01553 810777
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF
01366 502165 / 07941 105 697
watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk
Mr J Bellamy
Mr M Berliner
Mrs E Burry
Mr A Culy
Mrs R Davidson
Mrs J Golding
Mr M Jordan
Mrs B Leedell
Mr R Rockcliffe
Mrs S Sheldon
Mrs K Smith

04 - Preschool Bingo 7pm
11 - Village Hall Quiz 7.30pm
14 - WI: Christmas Celebrations music by ???
17 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon
January 2022

07771 755233 jabbazxr@gmail.com
07879 628243 martin@martinberliner.com
01553 618885 emburry@googlemail.com
07885 990624 antony_culy@hotmail.com
07776 367036 reaandbarry@aol.com
01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman)
07921 818589 matthewjordan87@hotmail.com
01553 810848 brendell48@gmail.com
01553 810331 richard@rockcliffe.co.uk
07824 353555 sarahholmes8019@hotmail.com
07900 822005 ksmith.pg@gmail.com

06-08 - Players Rapunzel 7.30, also 2.30 Saturday
10 - Millennium Green AGM 7pm
10 - Fete Committee AGM 7pm
11 - WI: PC355 Alexander Edwards - Keeping Safe
18 - Parish Council 7pm (tbc)
28 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon
February 2022
08 - WI: My Life as a writer with Jon Lawrence
25 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon
March 2022

Borough Council: 01553 616200
Borough Councillor: Jim Bhondi 07542 229013 / 01553 810263
County Council: 0344 800 8020
County Councillor: Brian Long 01945 430169
MP: Elizabeth Truss: 01842 766155

01 - Parish Council 7pm (tbc)
Church Services p.11
Wednesday Club Meetings p.18
Sports & Social Club Events p.21

Medical Centre: 01553 810253
Emergency: (out of hours) 111
Pharmacy: 01553 811045
Health Visitor: 01366 389249
Patients Group: tba
Hospital: 01553 613613

Millennium Green AGM
7pm in the Village Hall Meeting Room. All Welcome!

Benefits and Advice Team
We are available to help people complete the following
forms:

Community School: 01553 810468
Preschool: 01553 811035
Under 5s: Contact through Facebook

Housing and Council Tax Benefit – means tested benefit
Discretionary Housing Payment; Attendance Allowance;
Disability Living Allowance; Pension Credit

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234

Carers Allowance

Village Hall Website: www.watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk.com

You can contact us directly via our freephone Welfare
Benefits Hotline on 0800 731 2253. Telephone queries are
dealt with between 8.45am - 5.15pm Monday to Thursday
and 8.45am - 4.45pm on Friday's.
You can email us at any time to request a visit or ask for
advice: revenuesvisitingteam@west-norfolk.gov.uk.

Village Hall Email: watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk@gmail.com
Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645
Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171
Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086
Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or
barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop

Facebook Directory

Angel Pub & Restaurant: 01553 811588
Post Office Stores: 01553 810263
Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133
Watlington Garage: 01553 811748

We have drawn together a list of local Facebook community sites
known to us. Not on the list? Contact us through Facebook.
Watlington Village People (Norfolk) - issues and events
Watlington Gossip
Watlington WI
Watlington Sports & Social club
The Angel Watlington
Watlington Grand Village Fete
Watlington Lottery

Norfolk Flooding Helpline: 0344 800 8013
Police: Non-emergency 101
Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999; Electricity Emergency: 105
Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water 0800 771 881
Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 or www.norfolk.gov.uk
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The Gossip Photo Gallery

Opening the new Football Club changing rooms

Brownies and Guides with their new chairs
Preschool, having a good oldfashioned tea party!

At the Rainbow Cafe
Snack Time at
Preschool!

Sambar Deer at Watatunga
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