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Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 
01366 385854 
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The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for it 

continued funding. 

 The committee does not accept any responsibility for the 

accuracy or otherwise of any article or advertisement 

appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor does it necessarily 

agree with any of the viewpoints expressed by our 

contributors in articles or other items in these pages. 

Front Cover The Gossip Team.  

Cave imagery: www.freepik.com/upklyak 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Limetree Printing, Downham Market 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 90 of the Gossip is 

1st May for publication by 1st June 2021 

Watlington Gossip 

Published by The Volunteer Committee of 

Watlington Community Magazine  

Your Editorial Team 

Editor 

Colin Vince 

01553 769171; watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Advertising 

Brenda Leedell 

01553 810848; watgossipads@gmail.com 

Deputy Editor 

Brian Rogers 

01553  813090; cmotdbrian@gmail.com 

Jean Golding (Chairman) 

01553 811362; jean@goldings.biz 

Andy Prior 

01553 810863; apriorgossip@gmail.com 

Website and Distribution 

Keith Leedell 

01553 810848; watlingtonnorfolk@gmail.com 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Please note that due to the changing Covid-19  

regulations some information in the magazine may 

not currently apply.  

Please check with the appropriate organisation for 

up to date information on events or opening times. 

The Light at the End of the Tunnel 
When you feel in a dark place, stuffy mask covering your 
 face 

When you feel all joy is gone - Take a look at Watlington. 

Cheerful “Hellos” as you step out at pace 

Giving all you meet sufficient space 

Noticing the beauty in the gardens all around 

Sometimes the birdsong is the only sound. 

The Christmas trees shining on the Green, as pretty as 
 they’ve ever been. 

Our houses lit-beacons of light, as we defy oncoming night. 

The food table set up in Fen Road 

To lighten up the heavy load 

To help those who have felt despair 

A true display of love and care. 

The wonderful team working with Jim-how many thanks we 
 owe to him 

Keeping the villagers clean and fed, truly supplying our daily 
 bread. 

The Angel adapted to our needs, with deli goods and take            
 away feeds 

A little treat keeps spirits up-to them we raise the wassail 
 cup. 

And we have Rodwells for fish and chips 

Just the smell makes you smack your lips 

The doctors, and the pharmacy 

Always there for you and me. 

All these people getting us through, for your hard work we 
 salute you 

And while the media makes a fuss-the real light at the end 
 of the tunnel is us. 
          Elaine Carpenter 

elcome to the Spring 2021 edition of the Watlington 

Gossip. Our theme for this issue is the much heard ‘The light 

at the end of the tunnel’. 

The light of the magnificent NHS-led roll out of the vaccine 

programme across the country, including our own Medical 

Centre. 

The light of all the brilliant work done by scientists in bring 

the vaccines to us and by all those in the science community 

involved in understanding and seeking to control the virus 

and it’s variations. 

The light of all those who have worked tirelessly through the 

pandemic - NHS and Care Staff, teachers, the shopworkers, 

the supply chain workers and all the others I have missed. 

The light of all those who have provided voluntary support 

in the community. 

But what of the Arts, which have hard hit by the crisis?  

Oh, they’ll be back. Big time! Hit those lights! 

Oh, and summer is coming…….. And finally, thanks once 

again to all our contributors, advertisers and distributors. 
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Village News and Views 

Advertising Rates for one year (4 issues) 

1/16th page £35;   1/8th  page £55;   1/4  page  £80 

1215 copies distributed each quarter 

Free Food, Toiletries, DVDs, Books,  

Cleaning Products 
As promised, we are back – but with a difference 

We cannot set up in our garden because of the weather – so 

…. 

If you need ANYTHING…..  

 - Knock on my door 

- Message me on the Village Facebook page 

- Text or call me   

 - Put a note through my side door 

- Ask a neighbour or friend to contact me  

  Just DO NOT struggle! 

All items can be collected or delivered. 

Full contactless collect/delivery 

Contact details 

Rea Davidson: 07776367036 

7 Fen Road (near the school) 

(Any donations gratefully received but not necessary) 

Many thanks 

Rea 

Christmas Carols Cheer 

A social distanced Christmas Carol evening was held in 

December for the neighbours of Orchard Close and Glebe 

Avenue, which raised £125 in donations for the King’s Lynn 

Hospital League of Friends. In a team effort , the organising 

of the music and the leaflet drop was done by Rick and Di 

Bentley, with the poster design and typing and printing of 

the carols being done by Jenny Steppens and her daughter. 

Clean Up Your Mess 

I want the lazy dog owners to bow their heads in shame. I've 

just walked down Fairfield Lane, there was at least 10 piles 

of dog poo left on the ground.  We are so lucky in this village 

to have many poo bins , so why can't they be picked up?   

As a responsible dog owner, I don't want to be tarred with 

the same brush, so ALL dog owners, Pick it up. 

Keith Webb 

Watlington Grand Village Fete 

12th June 2021 
The New Year has started very much like the old for the 

working group for the Grand Village Fete. The AGM had to 

be postponed until everyone can meet up again, this added 

challenges that need to be overcome.  We have still had our 

elections (electronically), and the Chairman, Secretary and 

Treasurer from 2020 have been re-elected for 2021. 

Having said that, the committee has been able to progress 

some of the 2021 fete already.  The Grand Village Fete will 

be held on the 12th June. 

We already have some positive news for the day, with 

various stallholders expressing their wish to attend along 

with fairground rides, stalls, and some of the entertainers. 

We aim to commence our monthly meetings as soon as we 

can and would welcome anyone who is interested in helping 

with the fete in whatever capacity. If you would like to join 

us, then contact us at Watlington-fete@gmail.com or    

07858 663872. 

We are always open to new ideas and suggestions and we 

would be delighted for new people to join to help us with 

the organising of this year’s fete. 

Alastair Bingham 

Chairman 

Off Road Country Walks 

The COVID lockdown and travel restrictions have highlighted 

the miserable lack of, off road, country walks in Watlington. 

In contrast, Shouldham has several such walks, Magdalen 

has the river walk and from Wimbotsham you can walk 

across country to Downham Market.  But in Watlington you 

only have to walk to the village boundary to find your route 

blocked by “PRIVATE” notices, eg, Barnard’s Lane.  WHY?  It 

is all very depressing, antisocial and unsatisfactory. 

 The amenity that is needed in Watlington is a country park 

where healthy walks can be taken away from traffic and 

buildings. Even if a nominal entrance fee was charged for 

management and maintenance, it would be acceptable.  

Dr R. Barnes 

[Ed - Barnard’s Lane is a  not a public right of way. (Source 

Definitive map of Norfolk Paths]] 

This very useful map can be viewed at https://

maps.norfolk.gov.uk/highways/ 

See also p.19 for Walking in Norfolk routes. 

(When Covid rules allow) 
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No internet access?  Pop your article or letter into the 

Gossip box in the Post Office or in the letterbox outside 

the Parish Council Office at the Village Hall. 

WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 

Vacancies for Parish Councillors 

Would you like to have input into important 
decisions that make a difference in your village? 

Yes? 

Apply to become a Parish Councillor  

The Parish Council currently has three vacancies for 

Parish Councillors to bring  the Council up to their 

allocated number of eleven.   

If you are interested or would like further information 

please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details are on page 34. 

Time to Have Your Say on Future Plans for Watlington 
Your Voice - A Neighbourhood Plan for Watlington 

In 2020 the Parish Council gave the go-ahead for a Neighbourhood Plan for Watlington to be developed. A steering group    

consisting of village residents volunteered to develop the plan.  

A Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led plan which is focused on the needs of the neighbourhood and allows the community 

to specify what they expect from development. Basically, it is about the use and development of land, and provides the village 

community with the opportunity to decide where growth in the village does and does not occur. Once complete the plan sits 

alongside the Borough’s Council’s Local Plan and carries the same weight in the decision-making process. Even while it is still 

being created it may be a material consideration in any planning decisions.  

The plan can't promote less development than that formally identified in the Local Plan (which is currently under review) but it 

can set out the community’s vision for the area and include overall aims for future development. The plan can be wide-ranging, 

or just deal with one or two issues, for example identifying and designating local green space. Plans usually take about two 

years to complete. 

The definition of the plan is an interactive process gathering evidence and engaging with the community. To that end we have 

prepared a comprehensive questionnaire to gauge each resident’s practical expectations on all development matters affecting 

the village. 

The questionnaire is online at https://forms.gle/CYCmeaxzfr83GKhk7 

If you are unable to complete the survey online, from 7th March there will be printed copies available at the shop for you to 

pick up. There will also be a drop off box for when you have completed a paper copy. 

If you need a copy to be delivered to your door, please call 07871 613266 or email watlingtonplan@outlook.com and  

a delivery will be organised. You will then need to call or email again for a collection.  

Survey, drop offs and collections all to be completed by 31st March. 

Please complete the questionnaire and have your say! 

Thank you. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

There is a link to the questionnaire 

 on the Village website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

https://forms.gle/CYCmeaxzfr83GKhk7
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Watlington Gossip Grants 

Does your activity group want to purchase an item but can’t 

quite afford it?  Then the Gossip may be able to help. We 

have funds available and usually are able to give out grants 

in the range £200 - £300. And no form filling, honest! 

There are a couple things though: 

 We don’t contribute towards running costs.  

 We ask you to submit an article about your group for  

publication. We can help with this if you want. 

Contact any member of the Gossip Team for information. 

Medical Centre Opening Hours 

Monday  08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Tuesdays  08.30 - Noon  Closed      

Wednesday 08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Thursday  08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Friday   08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Closed Saturdays and Sundays 

  Outside of the above times call 111 

General: 01553 810253 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Watlington Medical Centre News 

As you read this we have entered the wonderful season of 

Spring and with it comes the optimism for a brighter rest of 

the year. The bright yellow of the daffodils bring a spring to 

each step and reminds us of happy times and leaves winter 

behind us. 

Here at WMC we have been working hard to roll out the 

national campaign of Covid vaccinations, working both at the 

surgery and with our PCN practices at Terrington St John 

Surgery.  It has been a logistical challenge, but an enjoyable 

one. Giving a vaccine gives a person increased hope of 

ending this pandemic and of being able to hug our loved 

ones and enjoy a meal out with friends. 

Parents and children have had their own challenges during 

this pandemic, with parents becoming teachers as well as 

trying to hold down their day jobs and running the home. 

Schools have had to come up with new ways of supporting 

their pupils as well as providing education to children of key 

workers. I am in awe of you all.  Please take this time to 

congratulate yourselves on a job well done in such unprece-

dented times. 

None of us could have anticipated the changes in the way 

we have had to live over the last 12 months, that masks 

have become the new fashion outfit and fist pumps and 

elbow knocks are the new handshake, that GP appointments 

start with phone calls, that text messaging and photographs 

could become such an integral part of our medical care.  

We have had to change our way of working to keep our 

population as safe as possible, but hope you feel supported 

enough to contact us with any concerns you may have.  

Thank you for your patience, your kindness and understand-

ing. Have a healthy and happy spring time and as the late 

Captain Sir Tom always said; “Tomorrow will be a good day” 

Amanda Moss 

Partner 

A big THANK YOU and congratulations to Watlington Medical 

Centre, who vaccinated around 350 people on Saturday 6 

February; this on top of two previous clinics where a total of 

about the same number of people had their jabs too -  and 

didn’t have to travel miles to do so!  

This has definitely lifted the spirits of a lot of people locally.  

A big thank you as well for the way the Medical Centre has 

looked after us all extremely well this last year, despite the 

problems of Covid-19 restrictions. 

A big cheer from us all!  
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  

Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 

Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 

Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  
Mobile 07930718183 

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating  

Interior/Exterior 

Tel:  0771 2893277email:  
skservices66@gmail.com 

    Qualified  

    Chiropodist 
   J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch A. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. PE30 1NN 

Tel:  01366 388839  

Mob:  07919 025261 / 07767 616793 

Home visits available in the Downham Market,  
King's Lynn and surrounding areas 

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 

 
 
 
Registered 
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Community Primary School News Watlington Preschool 

“Growing and Learning Together” 

“Light at the end of the tunnel...” 

As I write this, the country is in its 4th week of another lock-

down, we have just had Blue January and the weather is 

bitterly cold. School is closed to most pupils apart from a 

number of critical worker and vulnerable children that need 

spaces to keep the NHS and the country going. It sounds all 

doom and gloom, but the daffodils are starting to push 

through the ground and the numbers of people who have 

been vaccinated against Covid-19 are growing every day.  

The hope that spring will bring us good news and a return to 

normal is in most people’s thoughts.  

Although we haven’t seen many of our families, as a school 

we believe it has been important to send messages of hope 

and support as well as the day’s learning. Families have  

really responded to the live lessons and the children have 

loved seeing their friends on their screen. We have learnt so 

much over the last 10 months and our remote learning has 

been refined and is still getting better. The daily contact with 

staff and friends has meant so much to so many. I have also 

sent a letter every other week, aimed specifically at the  

children; reminding them we are here to help if they are 

lonely or are upset and to reassure them they are part of 

something bigger – our school family - and to let them know 

that we will be back together again in school as soon as 

possible.  

“Happiness can be found in the darkest of times, if one only 

remembers to turn on the light.” JK Rowling 

Dumbledore says this to Harry Potter in the book Harry 

Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. Even whilst we are in 

lockdown, there is always something that can bring us joy 

until things return to normal. Whether it is seeing those 

daffodils in the garden, reading a book curled up in front of  

a fire, or talking to family via zoom. This weekend it snowed. 

Amongst all the sad news it was lovely to see families out 

enjoying the snow, laughing and enjoying each other’s 

company and taking time to be together. Children had fun 

making snowmen and snow angels, and shared with us their 

pictures and stories. Even in the darkest of days there is 

always room for joy and laughter if you look for it.  

I am sure all of us hope that it won’t be long until we can see 

friends and family again, return to work and school, go to 

the gym or take part in activities that we miss. But, we also 

have to think about the things we want to hold onto from 

this time; a slower pace of life, the support and kindness 

from strangers. In the meantime, let us look for the joy and 

light in everything.  

Ruth McGlone, Headteacher  

I just love the fact that this is the “Spring” edition of the 

magazine. Spring is a lovely traditionally optimistic time and 

to us it means hopefully longer play time outside, not having 

to wear quite so many layers and watching our bulbs flower 

in our raised bed. 

The first term of our year has been busy as always – since 

Christmas, although we have had lower numbers of children 

attending sessions, the staff have been making videos posted 

on our Facebook page for the children who have been at 

home during the continuing challenging situation. We sing, 

read stories, give parents/carers ideas for activities. We 

know that they really enjoy these and it means that we stay 

connected with all our families. 

Our role play area has been one of our children’s favourite 

resources of late.  We’ve had a builder’s yard with walls and 

towers going up and just as quickly coming down!!! We’ve 

had a florist shop and also been learning how to use tools 

safely such as scissors and hammering real nails with real 

hammers into wood blocks. 

We absolutely love singing, dancing and music and have a 

new playmat piano which is great. And unashamedly the 

adults enjoy it as much as the children!  We’ve been making 

dens in sessions and asking our children at home to join in 

with this. Traditional ideas for play like using old sheets, a 

couple of chairs, a big cardboard box, cushions and a torch 

are right up our street.  

We have also been keeping up our link with our friends at 

High Haven Residential Home in Downham Market. At Christ-

mas a small group of children, parents and staff managed a 

short, socially distanced visit to sing songs and carols for 

them. We stood outside their lounge window, they joined in 

with us and the smiles on their faces were just the best. 

While we can’t visit regularly we send them pictures and 

videos. 

So finally, to reference the theme of this season’s magazine – 

we don’t like to be too profound or serious at preschool and 

can’t think of anything different, that hasn’t been said about 

the difficult times we are still experiencing, but we are so, so 

lucky that every day we have our own reasons to be optimis-

tic and see great achievements and triumphs.  

A little person drawing their first preschool picture, the first 

wee wee on the big toilet!!!, the proud look when they inde-

pendently put their coat on and pull up the zip. These are 

our “Light at the end of the tunnel” moments and we never 

tire of them. 

Best wishes and take care 

The Blue Team  
Pictures Page 35 
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Watlington Church News 

The Church Needs Your Help 
Our beautiful Grade 1 listed church 

is in urgent need of a new chancel 

roof, and has been for some time. 

The chancel is the end of the church 

containing the altar and the 

choirstalls.  

While patching up problem areas 

worked for a while, we’re now at 

the point where proper work to 

protect the building from irreversible damage is urgently 

required. Recently the church managed to secure a grant 

from Historic England which will partially cover the cost of 

replacing the roof, but the amount is only around half of 

what’s needed.  

Our fundraising target is £25,000.  

It’s a very difficult time to ask for donations; but if there is 

any way that you can help - maybe through online fundrais-

ing, or planning a future fundraiser (when we can mingle 

again), or perhaps you or someone you know can give 

financially now or in the near future – the PCC or church-

wardens John Murfitt and Barbara Church will be delighted 

to hear from you!  

The church is a precious resource for our village, and its  

future both as historic building and spiritual space is entirely 

in our hands. Thank you! 

John Murfitt: 01553 811086 

Barbara Church: 01553 810584 

Watlington Church is Open!!!!!!  

(Within the Covid Regulations) 

Watlington Church is open for Private Prayer and visits twice 

a week on Wednesdays and Sundays between 10am and 

4pm. There is a short twenty -minutes service of Morning 

prayer on Wednesdays at 10am and a service on Sundays at 

11am, sometimes Holy Communion and sometimes Morning 

Prayer. All are welcome. 

What would people say I wonder if the heading had been….  

Watlington Church is Closed!!!!!! Would it matter to you??? 

We have just completed a research questionnaire entitled 

‘Church Buildings and Community Audit’. One questions 

was…. If your church were to close – how would it impact 

your local community?   Tick one of the following: 

Minor impact  Moderate Impact Significant Impact 

Devastating Impact  Other  No Impact 

I invite you to spend a few minutes thinking about this.  

Have you ever been inside the church? The ancient oak door 

is very heavy, the metal handle opened by hundreds of 

people living in Watlington over hundreds of years. The oak 

pews have wonderful carved ends, strange looking animals, 

a leper with his bell, a lady with her rosary. There is a sense 

of peace. 

Have you ever wandered round the churchyard and looked 

at the headstones, all these people who lived their lives in 

the space you inhabit now, walked these fields, lanes and 

roads, talked under the trees, leant against the churchyard 

wall. There are two benches where one can sit, absorb the 

atmosphere, hear the church clock strike the hour, watch 

the wind in the cedar tree. There is a sense of peace. 

Barbara Church, Churchwarden 

Dear reader, 

As I write this, we have gone into another new Lockdown. 

Only a little while ago, it looked like 2021 was going to be 

rosier than 2020; but now a new darkness has descended 

upon us.  

We are thankful to Almighty God for the vaccine and for all 

those who have worked so hard to produce it. We are 

thankful too for the NHS and all the organisation and  

implementation that goes into making the vaccination 

programme possible.  

But the fluctuating fortunes of these past weeks and months 

ought to remind us that it is improper to expect too much 

from government, scientists or anybody else. The ancient 

sage was prescient when he wrote these words: 

Do not put your trust in princes, 

in human beings, who cannot save. 

When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 

on that very day their plans come to nothing. 

Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

whose hope is in the Lord their God. 

He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 

the sea, and everything in them— 

he remains faithful forever - Psalm 146:3-6 

And so, as winter gives way to spring at the beginning of 

2021, may I wish you a genuinely Happy New Year. A new 

year in which our trust is on Someone much bigger than 

coronavirus. 

Yours prayerfully, 

DK, The Revd Dr David 

www.westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk 

07596 707469 
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Tel: 01553 390428    Mob: 07810653784 

info@ojwservices.co.uk 
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The Village Lottery was started in June 2020, how did it 

happen...?  

Well, the Football Club had a surplus of 50/50 tickets left 

over, meaning 50% of the takings go to the club and the 

other 50% goes to the ticket winner. So, during lockdown 

the tickets were advertised to the village and they were 

snapped up in no time. The first lucky winner was Pauline 

Flack on John Davis Way who won £183.50. And so it began.  

By the August 2020 draw, the football club had obtained a 

small societies lottery licence and were able to donate 25% 

to a local village cause. There have been beneficiaries each 

month since August and it’s the winner of the cash prize 

who gets to decide where they want the money to go.  

December 2020 was the draw when  we offered a 2nd prize 

of a M&S Christmas Hamper. The Bussen family on Stone 

Close won the cash of £298.50 and Maureen Carter on Mill 

Road won the hamper. It was smiles all round.   A lovely way 

to start Christmas.  The nominated cause in December was 

the Millennium Green Trust.  

In January the West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled           

Association and in February the 1st Watlington and Runcton 

Holme Guides were the beneficiaries.    

To take part is really easy. Tickets are £1 each. You can find 

me on Facebook: Vicky Corielle (and I will add you to the 

Facebook Page: Watlington Lottery). 

If you are not on Facebook, please call me or text me on 

07450 209311. 

Once you have ordered your tickets I’ll prepare them and 

deliver them to your door where I can take payment (you 

can also pay by BACS). You will be kept up to date with news 

and collection days.  

Hundreds of tickets sell every month and there is a  bubbling 

excitement* as the draw approaches. The more tickets that 

are bought the bigger the cash prize and the bigger the 

donation which goes back into the village. It really is a win 

win for all. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 

has purchased tickets so far and to those who have already 

purchased for next year. The success of the lottery is down 

to you, not me, I’m just joining the dots and those dots 

wouldn’t be there if you didn’t buy tickets. Thank you all so 

much.  

The best part for me personally is turning up at someone's 

door on a Saturday night to present them with their winning 

cheque, the smiles and joy is absolutely priceless.  

There are many clichés now, ‘you have to be in it-to win it’, 

‘it could be you’...but that really does say it all.  

Please contact me (Vicky from Watlington FC) if you would 

like to be included in the next draw - drawn the 2nd Satur-

day of every month. Tel: 07450 209311. 

* [Ed- Nice to see the words bubbling and excitement in the 

same sentence!] 

Gossip Donations: 2020/2021  

Running Imp  (Fete) £49.18 

NARS £50.00 

NNAB £50.00 

Watlington Medical Centre £59.99 

Pre-School (new tablets) £318.00 

Watlington Primary School PTA               
(new tablets) £300.00 

Millennium Green & Church (new flags - 
Union Jack) £133.14 

Millennium Green (Xmas lights) £31.00 

Watlington & Runcton Holme Guides & 
Brownies  £150.00 

Watlington Gossip Grant Scheme  
Many of you  may be aware that the Watlington Gossip   

support our local charities and village  organizations       

whenever possible and although we haven’t had a lot of  

applications this year, we are proud to be able to say that 

several of our donations were of help during the Covid 19 

restrictions.  

We provided funding for tablets for the Primary School PTA 

to loan to students who did not have one and funding to 

enable the Medical Centre to purchase an extra cool box to 

deliver more medication during lockdown.   



 

14 

Your Parish Council News 

24 November  2020 Parish Council Meeting 

 The independent Steering Group working on the 

Neighbourhood Plan  advised production of the Watlington 

Neighbourhood Questionnaire is at draft stage and a final 

version is anticipated by the end of the year, with 

distribution in the first quarter of 2021. The analysis of the 

Questionnaire will be used to form the basis of the policies 

which will ultimately feature in the draft Neighbourhood 

Plan.  

 The Council vigorously objected to the residential 

development for up to 25 dwellings on Land Rear of 24-36 

Downham Road for 8 detailed reasons. (Please see the 

Minutes on the Council website for further information.) 

Borough Cllr Bhondi reported that he had been inundated 

with enquiries relating to the  planning application and he 

was dealing with them on behalf of the residents.  

 The Annual Audit of the Council’s finances and been 

completed by the External Auditor. No adverse or advisory 

comments had been made by the Auditor.   

 The Council contracted K&M Lighting Services to replace 

the broken bowl and LED light on the lamp in Mill Road at 

a cost of £65.00 + £13.00 VAT (total £78.00). The light had 

been vandalised, this being reported to the Police.  

 The Council agreed to maintain a fortnightly commercial 

waste collection contract with Veolia but increased the bin 

size to 1100ltr with immediate effect at a cost of £12.90 + 

£2.58 VAT (total £15.48) per lift + disposal/sort/treatment/

rental charges. The Litter Picker had reported that the bin 

was being unlawfully used by residents. It was agreed to 

move the bin to the gravelled area by the Village Hall 

noticeboard, as this area was included within the CCTV 

surveillance and any offenders could be witnessed.  

 Council agreed to restart a working group to  review parish 

trees for possible Tree Preservation Orders. 

 The Council contracted K&M Lighting Services to convert 

the existing MUGA floodlights to LED and reduce the 

number of lights from eight to four at a cost of £4,825.99 + 

£965.20 VAT (total £5,791.19), and in addition, modify the 

two lamps facing the football pitch on the Recreation 

Ground to LED lights and fix the electric box timer at a cost 

not exceeding £1,500.00 + £300.00 VAT (total £1,800). 

These changes would reduce floodlighting 300 wattage 

uses and reduce overall running costs.   

 Following a request from Watlington Football Club, Council 

agreed to allow the relocation of the goal post at the 

Church Road end in line with the MUGA, facing towards 

the sand pit.  The reason for this was that footballs could 

end up on the road as a hazard.  

 The Council agreed the purchase a pair of socketed 12ft 

by 6ft goal posts from M H Goals at a cost of £492.00 + 

£98.40 VAT (total £590.40) to replace the damaged goal 

post on the Martingales Green.  

 Play area inspections were being carried out by councillors 

and the report will be submitted to Fenland Leisure for 

quotes on any necessary repairs / replacements. 

 The interior painting of the Village Hall had been 

completed.  The AGM was held in December by Zoom. 

 Eleven people are on the allotments waiting list and land 

was still being sought for an additional site.  

 NCC Highways had confirmed the start date for the Mill 

Road trod of January 2021 was still on schedule.  

 The Council agrees to submit a bid for £9,600.00 + 

£1,920.00 VAT (total £11,520.00) (split 50/50 between the 

Parish Council and Norfolk County Council) for a trod on 

the Recreation Field for the 2021/2022 Parish Partnership 

Scheme.  

  The Council agreed to take 400 Well-being Face Shields, 

20,000 of which had been donated by Panel Graphic Ltd to 

Norfolk Assn of Local Councils. 

 

19 January 2021 Parish Council Meeting 

 Council agreed the 2021/22 budget and that the Precept 

for the financial year 2021/2022 remains static with a 0% 

increase at £58,680. The budget is available to view on the 

Council website. 

 The independent steering group reported that the 

Questionnaire which will influence the creation of the draft 

Watlington Neighbourhood Plan is anticipated by the 

beginning of February. The document, in excess of 20 

pages, would be available on line, telephone and in paper 

form. 

 Cllr Bhondi was currently investigating the eligibility of new 

grants for charities and businesses and felt that the Village 

Hall, Sports & Social Club and pub may be able to apply. 

The Village Hall has recently applied for such a grant. 

 The back road to King’s Lynn, which was repaired in 2020 

by Highways, was in a very poor condition.  Further repair 

work had been scheduled. 

 Following resident requests, it was agreed to locate only 

one goal post on Martingales Green to stop youths kicking 

balls at people’s rear garden fencing and walls.  It was 

agreed to fix this in the same location as the damaged one 

and not to attach it with a net or back support. 

 A request for trees, hedgerows and/or shrubs on 

Martingales Green was rejected as a large Anglian Water 

culvert ran under the length of the site so this this could 

therefore not be considered. 

 In conjunction with the Climate Emergency scheme the 

Council is to consider planting low maintenance fruit trees 

and/or bushes on the small John Davis Way green -  these 

were currently being offered free of charge by the 

Woodland Trust.  Consideration of residential boundaries 

would need to be given when planting trees due to the 

autumn leaf drop. 

 Norfolk County Council is running a ‘1 Million Trees for 

Norfolk’ five-year scheme to provide a nice landscape, 

safe habitats for wildlife, help tackle climate change and 

boost health and wellbeing.  In the spring of 2021, details 
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would be shared regarding community involvement. 

 The replacement larger 1100lt Council waste bin on the 

village hall site  was still awaited from Veolia. 

 The Council agreed to contract Hayes & Storr Solicitors to 

investigate the archived documents for the Warren Close 

Play Area at a cost not exceeding £1,000.00 + £200.00 

VAT (total £1,200.00) in order to ascertain the legal 

ownership of the southern boundary hedge, subject to 

preliminary enquiries being made with Eastlaw Legal 

Advisors to establish whether they could deal with this 

matter free of charge or at a lower cost than Hayes & Storr 

Solicitors. The hedge is of historical value, assumed to be 

200 years old. 

 The Village Hall Committee Zoom AGM in December saw 

the same officers reappointed. The  Committee has 

decided to replace the rotten windows with UPVC ones.  A 

parishioner would be getting the windows at cost price and 

fitting them free of charge in support of the Village Hall and 

village.  This was commended by the Council.  New 

flooring had also been approved to be fitted in the disabled 

toilet. 

 Network Rail hedging work had damaged greenhouse 

glass on three plots and a glass table on the Paige Close 

Allotment site. They had assumed total responsibility for 

the incident and sent claims forms for the victims.   

 During the Christmas break there had been serious 

vandalism incidents on the Paige Close allotment site The 

matter had been dealt with by the parents and removed 

items restored to owners.  Affected plot holders confirmed 

they had been satisfied with the outcome. The Council’s 

allotment insurance may be affected by these incidents.  

 The additional SAM2 sign had been received in December 

2020 and was active. Data download is still awaited. 

 The start date for the Mill Road trod has been delayed until 

March 2021, due to the weather and staff shortages. 

 The bid to Norfolk County Council for a trod on the 

Recreation Ground has been submitted.  A decision would 

not be known until March 2021. 

 The John Davis Way double yellow lines scheme has still 

not been  progressed by Norfolk County Council. 

 

Future Meetings of the Parish Council 

2 March 7pm by Zoom 

13 April 7pm (including Annual Parish Meeting)  

4 May  7pm  (including Annual PC Meeting)  

The April and May meetings may be in the Village Hall 

if Covid-19 restrictions permit. 

 Interested in following up on any of the  

Council news items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council meetings 

are available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 All local planning applications and decisions can be 

viewed at west-norfolk.gov.uk, follow the links. 

 Hopefully in the near future the Parish Council Office at  

the Village Hall will re-open Tuesdays and Thursdays 

11am to 1pm. (Please call 01553 810777 to confirm that 

the office is open.) 

Full contact details for the Parish Council are on page 34. 

 NO Allotment Vacancies 
There are no plots available to rent on the allotment sites at 

the time of going to press.  Please contact the Parish Clerk 

if you would like to join the waiting list. 

Are you registered to Vote? 

Norfolk County Council and Police and Crime Commissioner 

elections are due to be held on Thursday 6th May.  

Make sure you have your say. If you are not yet registered 

further information can be found on the Borough Council 

website, www.west-norfolk.gov.uk, www.gov.uk, or by 

calling 01553 616773.  
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CAM-CLEAN 

Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  
For Free Estimates 

Call Malcolm on  
01366 385802 or 07890872285 

     POOLE PLASTERING 

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Watlington   

   Telephone:  01553 810668 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel Nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all aspects of Carpentry, Joinery and made to 

measure furniture call Martyn on 07903 238233 
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Watlington Wednesday Club 

The last time we met in the Village Hall was Wednesday 11th 

March 2020 when we heard about the Life and Times of a 

Fen Girl! Later in the year after the first lockdown we had a 

couple of outside Garden Tea Parties in the summer when 

there was a lot of conversation and catching up going on.  

Now, the news is that most of us have had our first Covid 

vaccination and we are so thankful and grateful to the 

researchers and vaccine manufacturers and all those 

involved in the administration of the jabs -a herculean task. 

I was just looking back at last year’s diary during the first 

week of lockdown, do you remember how warm it was? On 

Monday 23rd March we saw a fox on our daily walk with our 

dog, on Tuesday I noted three buzzards, Wednesday we saw 

one kite (the bird one!) peacock and tortoiseshell butterflies 

and on Thursday a comma butterfly.  

It seemed that nature was saying I’m still here, just LOOK 

and BE. Since then, I think we have all had PATIENCE 

stamped on our foreheads to varying degrees. 

Lots of members have had lockdown birthdays and as a club 

we have tried to remember you with a card, sometimes on 

the correct date and sometimes not! 

So, we will meet again, in the Village Hall, on a Wednesday 

afternoon and there will be a lot of chatter and laughter and 

sadness too, but we will be there. Be patient, keep safe and 

enjoy looking and being. 

Barbara Church  

Chair of Watlington Wednesday Club 

Al-Anon is a support group for the 

families and friends of anyone with a 

problem with alcohol.  We believe  

alcoholism is a family  disease and that 

support is needed for those people who 

currently are or have in the past been 

affected by someone's drinking. 

For every person with a drinking 

problem, it's estimated that at least five of their friends and  

family are affected by their alcoholic behaviour - these 

stories are rarely told in the media, films, TV and fiction.  

Our new campaign #TheHiddenEffects - of alcoholism on 

family and friends is launching in January 2021 to highlight 

the effects of living with a problem drinker. Alcohol abuse 

and alcoholism within a family affects not only the drinker 

but also the family members, including the children and 

friends. These effects include depression, anxiety, stress, 

domestic abuse and much more. The impact on the family 

members are often not fully understood and priority is given 

to ‘curing’ the drinker. 

Al-Anon is confidential and anonymous; no need to book; 

Open to anyone over the age of 12; No membership or 

registration fee; Self supporting, we accept no money from 

outside sources; non-discriminating; A non religious support 

group; Non professional 

Al-Anon provides support through local meetings (via zoom 

currently). Helpline 0800 0086 811 (10am-10pm) 

Find details of zoom meetings either from the helpline or via 

the website www.al-anonuk.org.uk/meetings  

Whatever your problem, there are those among us who have 

had them too and at Al-Anon you will find help and support. 

Hope 
It has been a terrible year; we’ve lived with illness and with fear. 

Some of us experienced loss - Covid 19 has been the boss. 

Our social lives were put to rout - We may be down but we’re not out! 

We work from home, we shop alone, no cuddles but loving words on the phone. 

Away from our loved ones we all stay, waiting for that brighter day 

When medical science will ease our load and coronavirus will be K.O’d 

That time may not be far away, thousands of jabs go in each day 

Every one a ray of hope (but keep washing your hands with soap) 

There’s light at the end of the tunnel it’s true - keep that in mind if you feel blue 

And though the tunnel may seem long, we’ll reach the end if we stay strong. 

Listen to Whitty and JVT when they appear on your TV. 

They’ll give you the facts, no sugar coat, we all are in the same small boat. 

Three cheers for our scientists, lucky us, to have produced such genius. 

The bit of light is getting brighter - the little jab, the Covid fighter! 

Winter is upon us, but Spring is nearly here, bringing hope for millions, the rebirth of the year 

We must wait, and trust that when the hard work is all done, once more we can raise our faces to the sun.   

Elaine Carpenter 
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I think the main observation since the last Gossip is how wet 

it has been.  The ground is absolutely saturated and cannot 

absorb any more water.  So with each new shower of rain, 

fields are becoming flooded, gardens and allotments squelch 

when walked on and even the Angel Field/Millennium Green 

has had small streams running alongside the paths.   

We have had some frosts though none of them have been 

very severe so far.  However, the winter still has a way to 

go so we may expect an assortment of weather conditions 

before it is spring. 

Although spring is some way off some of the birds are 

already preparing for its arrival.  On 6th January, a Blue Tit 

was checking out the nest boxes in our garden.  The birds 

have been very active on our bird table and feeders.  They 

were especially so on the morning of the 16th January when 

we had a covering of snow.   

The main visitors to our feeder are flocks of House Sparrows, 

along with Starlings, which usually arrive as a flock, clear up 

most of the food and then depart.  We have a resident 

Robin, 2 Dunnocks, at least 7 Blackbirds, some very fat 

Wood Pigeons and at least 14 Collared Doves.  We have a 

Wren who visits us on a regular basis as do Blue Tits.   

Occasional visitors to our feeders have been Goldfinches, 

Long- tailed Tits and Great Tits. 

During early December for several nights a Tawny Owl was 

very vocal.  Whilst on more than one occasion, Pink-footed 

Geese could be heard flying over the village in the darkness.  

I have also heard and seen Whooper Swans flying over and 

on 27th December there was a single bird on one of the fields 

next to St Peter’s Road.  

Again on the 27th December a single Hare was observed on 

a field next to St Peter’s Road.  Also along St Peter’s Road 

I observed a small number of Fieldfares feeding on the  

Hawthorn berries.  They could also be seen on the 

 Hawthorns on the side of the relief channel at Magdalen.  

  

Walking in Norfolk 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? 

Walking in Norfolk www.walkinginengland.co.uk/norfolk 

is the website for you! 

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also 

has books of walks, contact details for all the walking groups 

in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on 

your own or with a group all the information is there in one 

place. 

John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web 

but it is difficult to find. Walking in Norfolk (part of the   

Walking in England suite of websites 

(www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each county in  

England) has brought it together in one place so whether 

you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be 

able to find a walk suitable for you’. 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a 

note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone 

can find a walk to enjoy. 

So home or away, check out the website and get walking! 

John Harris  

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

On 10th December ‘Bert’ the Buzzard was perched on his 

usual pole on St Peter’s Road and there was a Little Egret in 

the dyke near the level crossing.  On the 11th December, 

‘Bert’ was joined by a second Buzzard, both perched on 

telegraph poles on the side of the road. 

On the 16th December the esteemed editor of the Gossip 

informed me that he had seen a flock of about 400 Lapwing 

by the river in Lynn.  He also informed me that he had seen a 

Peregrine Falcon fly past his window the previous week.   

On 17th December Keith Leedell sent me a lovely 

photograph that he had taken of a Sparrowhawk perched in 

a tree in his garden.  On the 20th  December, before the 

 present lockdown came into force, I observed 2 Red Kites 

flying over fields near Shouldham. 

By the time the next Gossip is issued nature should be in full 

swing.  Birds should be nesting, flowers should be blooming, 

trees should be in full leaf and some will have had their 

blossom or will be in flower.  Hopefully, the weather will 

have improved along with the Covid 19 situation.  Which 

should mean we are all able to move about more freely and 

observe nature at its best. 

Nature Notes with Chris Dyson 

Please observe Covid-

19 rules 
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Looking Back 
Recently I have been thinking about how our high streets have changed over the years. How many of us remember the shops 

like Arkwright’s or the one in Back in Time for the Corner Shop?  

In the village where I grew up, the Co-op was the 

grocery store my mother favoured. It was always busy 

– customers bustled alongside the towering 

displays of packets and tins that stood on the floor 

while they waited to be served at the counters that 

ran down both sides of the shop.   

One day, when I was about three, I got lost in the 

Co-op. I had been so engrossed in the action of the 

big red bacon slicer that when I turned round my 

mother had gone. Panic gripped me. What if I never 

found her? What if I couldn’t find my way home? I 

searched for her among the forest of coats and legs 

and shopping baskets. Not there. Eventually she came 

running in and scolded me for loitering. Next door in the Co-op butcher’s, my mother joined the queue while I drew patterns in 

the sawdust with my feet when she wasn’t looking. 

 There were no plastic carrier bags in those days and few cars. We walked down to the village with our shopping baskets and 

string bags or a large basket on wheels. Bacon, cooked meats and cheeses were wrapped in paper bags, fresh fish and meat in 

large sheets of white paper. Mr Wiseman the fishmonger opened his window onto the pavement with all kinds of fish 

displayed on a huge marble slab. In the hot weather there was a sign ‘All Fish in Fridge’ designed by my father. 

Mr Grooms the baker called at our kitchen door regularly with his large basket of bread and cakes. My mother reused the 

waxed paper from the sliced bread to wrap my father’s sandwiches that he took to work. Our food scraps were parcelled up in 

newspaper and put in the ‘pig bin’ at the end of our road. Recycling was called ‘Waste not, Want not,’ and I was told to draw 

on large sheets of butchers’ paper when I’d filled in all my drawing and colouring books. 

Mr Miller from the Express Dairies delivered our milk daily. On Fridays he called for his money and often gave me a lift back to 

school in the afternoon on his horse and cart. I loved it when he let me hold Darkie’s reins. But this invariably made me late 

and my teacher would tell me not to wait for Mr Miller.  

Mr Lloyd owned the sweet shop where I spent my pocket money on Saturday mornings. My grandmother bought the more 

expensive sweets that were sold by the quarter from large glass jars behind the counter, but I preferred the ‘junk’ sweets 

which included the sherbet dabs, sweet cigarettes, flying saucers and liquorice novelties. I would also buy sweets on my way 

to school and many a time I was told off for eating in class and my sweets confiscated.    

However, all this began to change in the late 

1950s when the Co-op went self-service. Other 

stores followed suit and a few years later a very 

modern supermarket called Granville’s opened.  

I wonder if Ronnie Barker consciously used the 

name of this supermarket chain for his assistant 

in Open All Hours.  

Julie Newman 

j.a.newman@pobroadband.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/J.A.Newman.author   

Photos are stock images 
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Have you ever thought how our village of Watlington would 

be like without trees?  When this present Coronavirus lock-

down is finally eased and we are all able to travel about 

again take note when you are travelling through the heart of 

the Fens.  There, due to the drainage and intense farming 

you will only see the odd belt of Poplars and the occasional 

Willow tree.  

Although today the Fens are largely devoid of trees, it was 

not always so. About 10,000 years ago the Fens were forest-

ed with mighty Oak trees, also some Pine and Yew trees.   

As the ice retreated after the last ‘Ice Age’ and sea levels 

rose, the land became flooded and peat was formed.  The 

trees died and fell into the silt and were covered with peat 

and were buried.  Because of the lack of oxygen when buried 

in the peat the trees were preserved.  They became really 

hard and very dark coloured due to the iron in the soil 

reacting with the Tannin in the wood. 

These trees which are thousands of years old are ploughed 

up on the fenland fields and are termed ‘Bog Oaks’.  The Bog 

Oak wood is sometimes used to make furniture, sculpture or 

even book covers and musical instruments.  One of these 

Bog Oaks ploughed up in Wissington Fen in 2012 was 13.2 

metres long and was thought to be only a quarter of the 

original tree.   

Once these ancient trees died, The Fens became largely  

devoid of large trees.  They now became flooded areas of 

Reed and scrubby Birch and Willow.   

Watlington was once part of this fenland, though the village 

itsself was on the slightly higher ground which would have 

been an island surrounded by flat marshy land.  Old 19th  

century maps of Watlington show very few trees other than 

those around the hall and some small woods next to Thieves 

Bridge Road. 

However Watlington now has some mighty Oaks around the 

village some of which must be well over 100 years old.  It 

also has some new ones; for example the one in the centre 

of the ‘Angel Field/Millennium Green’.  These Oaks great or 

small provide food and shelter for lots of insects which in 

turn provide food for birds.  The acorns also provide food for 

birds and animals and can be stored as a winter food source. 

Who cannot be impressed by the Copper Beech trees in the 

village especially when they get their new leaves in the 

spring which gradually turn a darker red as the season pro-

gresses? The Common Beech in spring with its new bright 

green leaves which always look so clean and fresh.  They also 

provide food for a variety of insects, birds and animals.  

Their Beech Nuts can also be stored by birds and animals as 

a winter food source.  Both the Oak and the Beech have 

years when they produce huge numbers of acorns or nuts 

and these are termed ‘Mast Years’.  The delicate, elegant 

Silver Birch swaying in the wind is always a delight to see. 

Then there are the ornamental trees in people’s gardens 

around the village.  In the spring the Magnolia and Cherry 

trees when in blossom are a wonderful sight.  Also the  

various Maples with their different coloured leaves, some of 

which put on a spectacular show of colour in the autumn.  

Who can see a Chilean Pine or Monkey Puzzle tree and not 

think what a strange looking tree it is? 

Whilst in the hedgerows the Elder and Hawthorn put on a 

wonderful show of flowers in the spring.  Then in the late 

summer and autumn their fruits provide colour and food for 

animals and birds both resident and winter migrants. The 

Rowen or Mountain Ash with their orange berries, the Holly 

with its bright red berries and the Spindle trees with their 

pink and orange fruits all provide food for birds and animals.  

I think our village of Watlington would be a very boring unin-

teresting place without trees.  We need to protect them and 

maybe plant some more.  Though, if you plant them in a 

small garden remember that although they may only be 

30cm tall when you plant them they may grow to be many 

metres tall and cover most of your garden.  

Chris Dyson 

Trees in Watlington and Beyond 
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Watlington Sports & Social Club Watlington WI 
We are managing to keep some sort of 

contact with some of our members by 

holding meetings by Zoom.   At our       

January meeting we held a quiz, which at 

least got everyone laughing and cheered us all up no end. It  

really wasn’t that difficult; it is just that our thinking caps 

were rusty.   

We usually plan and print our programme of speakers (and 

parties) by the end of the previous year but with the      

uncertainty of when we can meet physically again, we are 

having to take each month as it comes.   

In February we had a Zoom talk from a local chiropodist, 

Natalie May,  entitled “Best Foot Forward” which was well 

attended and enjoyed by all.  Followed by a catch up chat.  

Seems most of us have had our vaccinations now which is a 

relief.  

Keep an eye on the website for speakers for March and 

April but May will be another quiz or game to keep us 

amused.    Hopefully by June we will have better news 

about meetings in the hall, however, in the meantime we 

will have to keep cheerful and safe.  

If you are interested in becoming a member of the WI 

please contact Emma on 01553 618855. or check out our 

page on the village website for updates.    

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk - WI page   

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers 
We are still unable to gather as a group, but hopefully 

those who want can find something to knit, it’s such a great 

pastime! good for us in so many ways. There are lots of 

ideas on Norfolk Knitters and Stitchers website. Looking 

forward to when we can meet again, I will have a reason 

to make cake as well!   Stay safe and well. 

Janet Jones 01553 810868 

Watlington Sports and Social Club is situated opposite the 

village hall and is a family members club with lots to offer for 

all age ranges.  

We offer good quality drink, food and snacks at affordable 

prices. We are signed up to both Sky and BT TV, which 

enables us to show all the big games on the large screens 

throughout the club. The club has 2 pool tables, dart board, 

juke box and puts on numerous events throughout the year 

for adults, children and families.  

The Social Club is home to Watlington Men’s Football Team, 

5 Youth Football Teams (ranging from U7’s through to 

U15’s), Green Bowls Teams and Crib League.  

The club is currently closed due to Covid 19 restrictions  

however, a large refurbishment programme has been taking 

place over the last few months and it will be a brighter and 

more modern décor that will be found on our return.  

We welcome new members and the annual fees are very 

competitive, £15 for a single membership and £20 for          

co-habiting  couples/families. When we are able to reopen 

please feel free to pop in, have a look around and a chat 

with our friendly bar staff. 

Watch out on Facebook for updates when we are able to 

reopen.  We hope to see you soon and stay safe. 

The Sports & Social Club Committee  

A Shot in the Arm 

Albert: A friend of mine has been 

in Moscow and was given the 

Sputnik vaccine jab. 

Edmund: Have you seen him 

since? 

Albert: No, but if you look up 

you’ll see him shooting across 

the sky, once every 90 minutes! 

Edmund: Methinks, you jest. 

Albert: O.K. You got me. He was 

actually in St Petersburg! 
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 

  C L E A N I N G 
 

  Windows,  Doors,   

    and  

   Framework  cleaned  

  Mobile No. 07787 200334 

(Based in Watlington)  

The Happy Freckle  
Home Help Services  

For all your home help requirements  

please call 01553 761004  

 Cleaning- ironing - bed making - befriending  
meals - shopping and much more ... 
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Millennium Green Trust 

Why We All Need to Hug Trees   

It is very noticeable that more people than ever are seeking 

sanity with exercise in walking around the village and taking 

time to stare, and as spring gets ever closer, listening to the 

odd birdsong.  

A great book by Mary-Ann Ochota called Hidden Histories -  

A Spotter’s Guide to The British Landscape sprinkles a lot of 

minute detail as to how to interpret and better appreciate 

what we see.  

Walking round the village, especially around the playing 

fields near the Church, there are some magnificent oak trees 

which are anywhere between 400 and 600 years old. So 

some of these would have been around during the English 

Civil War with Charles 1st losing his head and Cromwell soon 

to bring England under The Commonwealth. 

Dating these trees is all about the girth - the size of a tree’s 

trunk at its narrowest part, or ‘waist’, around 5ft (1.5m) from 

the ground. The easiest way to measure a tree’s girth is to 

see how many people need to join hands to hug it. Your arm 

span is roughly the same as your height, and based on a  

fingertip-to-fingertip arm span of 5ft, trees may be ancient 

when they reach: 

Ash and Beech – 2 hugs, Oak – 3, Sweet Chestnut – 4. 

The Oak ‘huggometer’ below is I hope helpful: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most old trees support up to 200 species of plants, insects 

and animals, some of which cannot live in any other habitat. 

The Millennium Green welcomed the decayed trunk of a 

large tree that fell over on the corner of Fairfield Lane last 

year. It was cut in two, one half is in the small pond which 

unusually this year has a lot of water in it, and the other half 

being near the hedge and Covid Snake. The decaying tree is 

evidence to lots of rot, dead ivy and a range of creepy 

crawlies who have a very secure home. 

The live trees are growing well and it is hope more trees will 

be planted in the coming autumn when we hope a greater 

normality will have returned. All such efforts are designed to 

Girth Hugs Age 

2 - 2.5m 1 80-100 years old 

3m 2 130 years old 

4.5 - 5m 3 250-300 years old 

6m 4 400 years old 

7.5 - 8m 5 600-700 years old 

9m 6 800 years old 

increase the rage of wildlife, both flora and fauna which in-

creases interest for all who enjoy the green.  

It was very pleasing this year to have got a good hay crop 

this year and this management of the grass and wildflowers 

all helps to strengthen the regeneration of the green and 

encourage more flowers year on year. More flowers bring 

more insects which in turn attracts more birds. A key factor, 

of course, is the weather. 

Another great book to dip into and lose yourself is the late 

Felix Dennis’s Tales From The Woods. The following should 

be an ambition for all of us with gardens -  but remember 

trees can get very big. For me the bigger the better! 

Whosoever Plants A Tree 

Whosoever plants a tree 

Winks at immortality. 

Woodland cherries, flowers a blaze, 

Hold no hint of human praise: 

Hazels in a hidden glade 

Give no thought to stake or spade: 

London planes in Georgian squares 

Count no patrons in their prayers: 

Seed and sapling seek no cause, 

Bark and beetle shun applause; 

Leaf and shoot know nought of debt, 

Twig and root are dumb—and yet 

Choirs of songbirds greet each day 

With eulogies, as if to say: 

‘Whosoever plants a tree 

Winks at immortality!’ 

Food for thought. 

And finally a big thank you to the Village Lottery for their 
donation of  £149.25 from the December draw. 
 
Mike Carter 

Watlington Oak in the winter sun 
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Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

• Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

• CO alarms and Wireless controls  

• System upgrades and general plumbing  

• New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service mail: jggasplumbing@gmail.com  

   CALL NOW ON:  Tel:   01553 812172 
         Mob: 07973 343926 

All aspects of tree work undertaken  

Hedges Removed   Stump Grinding  

Call  01553 813140 or 07867 764307 
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  
The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in the 

Watlington Post Office Store are donated to local charities.  

Nov 2020 - £ 75 .00    Watlington Primary School PTA 

Dec  2020 - £ 126.80  Watlington & Runcton Holme Guides 

       and Brownies     

Jan  2021  - £ 70.60     Watlington Food Table  

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

Jim has extended the distribution area to local villages  that 

use Watlington shop and Post Office and probably contribute 

to the charity box. If you know of a worthy cause in Runcton 

Holme, Tottenhill, Wormegay or Magdalen please let us 

know.  

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club 
What is it? 

Each number costs £1 per month (£12 a year) and is entered 

into a draw each month, which takes place on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at  8pm.        

Each month there are several prizes - 1st Prize £40,  

followed by runner up prizes of £15, £10 and two of £5.                 

Every 4th month the 1st prize is £100. 

The profits from the draw all go to the Village Hall and will 

help to fund several ongoing refurbishment projects. 

There are still numbers available.   

To snap one up please contact Vicky on vling@hotmail.co.uk 

or Sara (Parish Clerk) in the Parish Council Office on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays  Tel: 01553 810777 

Recent Winning Numbers  

You have to be in it to win it! 

 Please Support YOUR Village Hall  

Watlington Village Hall 

2020 £100  £40  £15  £10  £5  £5 

Nov  - 04 44 06 55 83 

Dec 44    - 146 18 26 41 

Jan 2021     - 188 85 108 132 151 

It is sad to see the Village Hall closed and empty when it is 

usually so full of activity.  So let us hope that the Covid      

situation improves soon so that we can get on with life.  

However, despite having no income for some months now 

the Committee feel that we have to take this opportunity to 

get some further refurbishment done.  Eagle eyes may 

notice that some of the rotten windows overlooking the car 

park are being replaced with UPVC ones.  It is planned to do 

the remainder when we start to get some income again.   

We have to thank Chris for doing this at cost as he likes to 

do what he can for the village and it is most appreciated.    

The disabled toilet in the main hall is also very much       

improved and now that the walls have been painted we 

are having new flooring laid to complete the job.    

I am sure that hall users will see a great improvement in the 

overall look in the hall when we return.    

At present our only  income is the 200 Club (see  opposite) 

and there are still numbers available if you would like to get 

involved.  It is always a lovely surprise to win and you get 

the satisfaction of supporting your village hall.  

Keep safe 

BJL 

WRVS Benevolent Trust Grants 

The Trust offers grants for past or present volunteers or staff 

of Royal Voluntary Service, WRVS or WVS to help during a 

time of urgent need or crisis, when they find themselves in 

difficult circumstances which impact badly on their quality of 

life, health or wellbeing.  The Trust considers applications for 

grants to help them through this difficult time. The Trust 

does not provide cash grants. 

Past grants have provided: Cookers, Washing machines, 

Beds, Stairlifts, Carpets and flooring, Roof repairs, Specta-

cles, Lifeline pendant systems,  Boiler repairs or replace-

ment, Mobility aids 

To apply for a grant, you will need to be a past or present 

volunteer or staff member of Royal Voluntary Service, 

WRVS or WVS with at least one year’s service, and have a 

fairly limited income.  

Application forms are available on our website 

www.wrvsbt.org.uk . 

The Trustees meet three times a year, but applications are 

considered in between meetings so there is no delay in 

responding to applicants. 
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LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 

Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

68 Manor Farm 

Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 

Mobile 07788 188706 

KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 
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Norfolk County Council Highways Rangers 
The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway maintenance 

and street scene improvements. These include: 

Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road or footway; 

Clearing mud and soil from the road; Hand sweeping roads 

or pavements; Cutting verge grass; Cleaning out highways 

ditches; Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts. 

Please contact the Parish Clerk (p.34) to make a report. 

Tales from the Signal Box 
It was a sunny spring day and the ten o’clock train to Kings Lynn had just departed. My ten 

o’clock coffee break was interrupted by a loud “Cooee, you up there”.  

I looked out towards the platform and I thought it was Edina and Patsy from the TV show 

Absolutely Fabulous. One lady in fur coat, garish leggings, giant sunglasses and huge heels, 

the other only slightly less garish and smoking furiously. 

Can I help? Edina asks “Hello darling. Is this Oxfordshire”? No says I it’s Norfolk. “Oh b****r, 

Quentin will be furious” says Edina and spends the next 20 minutes stomping up and down 

the platform shouting at her phone. I managed a short conversation with “Patsy” and find 

they should have been at a fashion photoshoot at Watlington Oxfordshire.  

Not the first time people have got mixed up although their railway station for passengers has been closed since 1957, which 

allowed ours when it reopened to become Watlington instead of Magdalen Road. Maybe they had a hapless PA like Bubbles in 

the TV programme who had no sense of geography. Luckily, they left on the next London train with Edina still shouting at her 

phone. 

A couple of months later, a normally dressed young woman with a toddler from the London train came up to the signal box 

and asked where she was. I said Norfolk and she replied “ I was a bit concerned passing Cambridge as I didn’t think it was the 

way to Watlington Oxfordshire”. At least she had some knowledge of Geography. She was also on the way to a fashion  

photoshoot. The tickets had been sent by an agency. Bubbles again?  

It was several months until the next lost passenger. A foreign student complete with back pack knocked on the door again at 

about ten and asked me to check an address he had written down. It was, of course, Watlington Oxfordshire. He was due to 

start a course there at 4 o’clock not a fashion shoot this time.  

I spoke to Rob at my friendly ticket office at Downham Market. The nearest station to Watlington Oxfordshire is High 

Wycombe, but there was no way he could make all the connections to get there that day. Tragically he had shown the address 

to the ticket office at Kings Cross who had sold him the ticket. So perhaps it wasn’t Bubbles at fault but some ignorant railway 

member of staff. I must say many ticket office staff are be helpful in difficult situations. I mentioned Rob at Downham and 

there were several at the Kings Lynn booking office who went above and beyond.  

One Sunday morning there was a tearful lady asking for help as the ticket machine had taken her credit card and she needed 

to get to work but had no more money. This ticket machine took more passengers money than a one armed bandit, but it was 

mainly due to a design fault. It caused me much aggravation, as it was attached to the signal box but I had no responsibility for 

it. When you selected a ticket you had to press several buttons before a slot opened to receive your credit card. Unfortunately, 

it was possible to force the card in before the sale was complete, jamming the machine and stopping any further sales and not 

returning the card.  

The lady was concerned about the threat of fines for travelling without a ticket. I phoned the Kings Lynn ticket office - luckily it 

was one of the good guys, John -  to give details of the lost card, though it would be returned to the bank not the owner. I 

asked if he could contact the revenue staff and explain this lady was trying to buy a ticket. He said he would get her directed to 

the ticket office. I happened to speak to the same lady when she came back after finishing her shift. John had not only issued 

her a return ticket but had lent her £5 to buy some lunch. We need more people like John.  

Travel Safely 

Keith 

Hello all you Wildlife Lovers out There  
We know that you are keen to keep as much of the wildlife 

areas in the village, as they are for current and future enjoy-

ment. However, these areas don’t manage themselves and 

there are ways that you can help.   

Volunteer to help maintain the Millennium Green (contact 

Keith at 01553 810848) or  to plant trees and shrubs else-

where in the village. Contact the Parish Council. 
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2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington 
Scout Group 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are young people who master new 

skills and try new things, have fun and go on adventures and 

make new friends, are curious about the world around them, 

help others and make a difference, on their own doorstops 

and beyond. Every week, they gather in groups to hop, skip 

and jump their way through lots of different games and 

activities – achieving anything they set their minds to, and 

having lots of fun along the way!  

The Cubs and Scout sections have been very active through-

out the autumn and winter months. The sections have again 

been busy with lots of badges being earned supporting our 

young people with skills for life. New activities were being 

undertaken with plenty of exciting activities, planned in the 

pipeline.  

I am very happy to say that sections continued with online 

meetings, which have been a great success, doing all sorts of 

activities such as survival skills, first aid, air activities, quizzes, 

virtual camps, online cooking skills, and VIP guests attending 

meetings to share knowledge and experiences and much, 

much more. There have been lots of activity and challenge 

badges along with top awards presented to our young 

people throughout each of the sections.  

One of our Scouts, Liam Osler and his father Chris arranged a 

New Year’s Eve online disco for the Scout group and friends 

and family in the village. This managed to raise an amazing 

£650 for the Scout Group. Which we thank each and every 

one of you for. This has led to Liam earning some additional 

Scout awards and also a Blue, Blue Peter badge for his fund-

raising efforts.  

I would like to thank Group Leaders and Executive 

Committee for their tireless work in providing a balanced 

and entertaining programme. For supporting our Beavers, 

Cubs, and Scouts sections, to gain skills for life.  

We are actively recruiting adults for leadership roles in the 

Beaver, Cub and Scout sections and also an executive 

committee secretary. You don’t need to be Bear Grylls to 

join us. You don’t need to have been a Scout when you were 

younger. You don’t even need to know how to put up a 

tent. Our door is open to people of all ages, genders, races 

and backgrounds, and we’re only able to change lives be-

cause people like you lend a hand. 

And lastly thank you to all Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and their 

parents for sticking with us through these difficult times. I 

look forward to seeing each and every one when face to face 

scouting starts again. We hope this will be sooner rather 

than later and we are ready to go now.  

1st Watlington & Runcton Holme 
Guides and Brownies  

When the Brownies said goodbye to each other last March, 

we had no idea that we wouldn’t be meeting at our hut for 

more than 10 months! But even a global pandemic won’t 

stop the fun and friendship that we have at Brownies.      

Although we can’t meet in person we have been meeting 

online since April. 

Some of the things we’ve done include learning about     

endangered animals with the WWF, making bird feeders, 

baking cookies, and playing lots of games! There is still a lot 

of fun to be had online! 

Parents have said that their daughter smiles the most during 

Brownies and she looks forward to it every week. The girls 

are often surprised when the session is over because we’ve 

been having so much fun. 

Although we hope to be back in our hut soon, if you would 

like to join 1st Watlington and Runcton Holme Brownies (girls 

ages 7-10 years old) or Guides (girls aged 11-14 years old) 

you are very welcome to come and meet us on Zoom after 

half term! Whilst we are meeting online, you will need     

internet access and a device with a camera and microphone. 

Visit the Girlguiding website to register your interest or   

contact watlingtonbrownies@gmail.com for more            

information. We hope to see you soon! 

The Gossip Team is pleased to say that we have  

recently  been able to support the Watlington Guides & 

Brownies with a grant of £150 towards their craft-work.    

2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Scout Group 
Meet at the Scout Hut in Runcton Holme near the school 

Beavers (6-8 year olds) Monday 5:45 to 7:00 pm 

Cubs (8-10½ year olds) Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm 

Scouts (10½-14 year olds) Monday 7:15- 9:00 pm 

Bob Keens: Group Scout Leader 01553 810855 

b.keens@hotmail.com 

Andy Nicol: Scout Section Leader 01553 811201 

andy-nicol@hotmail.co.uk 

Ist Watlington and Runcton Holme Brownies & Guides 
Currently meeting on Zoom, but usually meet at the Scout 

Hut in Runcton Holme 

 

Brownies (7 -10 years old) Thursday 6:00 - 7:15 pm 

Guides (11 - 14 years old) Thursday 7:30 - 9:00 pm 

 

Email Chloe at watlingtonbrownies@gmail.com  
for more information 
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Watlington Young Players Watlington Players 

By the time you read this we have not performed a show for 

a year, the longest break since we started in back 1976. But 

now, with a little light at the end of the tunnel we are making 

plans for our return, as soon as it is safe to do so. Our diary is 

all written in pencil in case of further changes that may need 

to be made but we are hoping to perform the classic comedy 

‘allo ‘allo in June. The witchy musical Carrie in October and 

then back to some good old thigh slapping panto in January 

2022. 

We have continued to keep in touch with our members, 

through our Facebook pages and our Midwinter Madness 

had some wonderful virtual collaborations with the wonder 

of modern technology meaning we could still perform to-

gether while being miles apart.  

Since January we have been having Zoom meetings for our 

members to pop along and have a chat and a catch up, and 

looking to do some play readings, sing-a-longs and quizzes in 

pipeline to keep us connected and entertained during these 

cold winter evenings. We cannot wait to be back in the Vil-

lage Hall and entertaining you all.  

If you, or anyone you know, would be interesting in joining 

us, on stage or behind the scenes, please get in touch, follow 

our facebook page and we will keep you up-to-date with our 

plans when we can return into the spotlight once again. 

Stay Safe Everyone, 

Debbie Bennett, PR to Watlington Players 

Sadly, WYPS have not been able to meet since October Half 

Term. However we are still hoping that we will eventually be 

able to rehearse so we can go ahead with our production of 

Disney Junior’s Alice in Wonderland. 

We have provisionally set the dates for 17th and 18th July and 

we hope to have some Zoom call rehearsals from 26th Febru-

ary unless we are able to meet in the hall again, in which 

case we will resume our rehearsals as normal as we can 

under the circumstances.  We also hope to have extra  

rehearsals starting after Easter so we can be show ready 

by the dates above. 

Keep your fingers crossed that we can go ahead and our 

young people get the chance to perform this delayed 

production. 

For those interested in live theatre, I hope you are able to 

support as many on line live screenings as you can, be it 

plays, musicals, concerts, ballet or opera.  Our theatre 

industry, like our pubs and restaurants, is suffering really 

badly and any support you can give would be an encourage-

ment. We have an amazing amount of talent in this country 

in all aspects of theatre and many young people, aspiring to 

be part of this profession, have had to halt their training. 

Let’s hope that theatres and cinemas across the country will 

be open again before the end of the year so we can enjoy 

and celebrate the high standard of our entertainment 

industry. 

Penny Cooke 

The Light at the end of the Tunnel 

Like raging storm and blackest night 

There was a killer on the loose 

Moving swiftly as in flight 

To kill and snare within the noose 

Now streets were empty, cold and bare 

Devoid of people one by one 

To venture out they do not dare 

To meet a ghost, some mothers son. 

Life is sweet, but sometimes cruel 

It does not heed for those in love 

Nor sparkle from a crystal jewel 

Not even from a snow-white dove. 

Suddenly, something clean and bright 

It was the tunnel, and the light. 

 John Reynolds 

West Norfolk Riding 
 for the Disabled Association 

The Magpie Centre Item Appeal 

The Magpie Centre is creating a Sensory Garden, including a 

variety of scented plants in raised beds, and a water feature, 

for participants to enjoy, and work on this is progressing 

apace. One of the features has a ‘seaside’ theme. 

Therefore, we need a small, wooden dinghy, which, 

upturned, as a planter, will form the centrepiece of this,  

plus several varieties of ornamental grasses. 

We also need clematis and jasmine plants/cuttings, to grow 

up the newly-erected fences, so if you have any offcuts, or 

might like to donate funds towards this project, please visit 

www.rda-westnorfolk.org.uk;  

c.dudley@success-in-english.co.uk or call 01553 828935.  

We should be most grateful for any help you can offer 

towards this exciting project. 
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Watlington Football Club 

I will just give you an update on where we are with the 

possible completion of the leagues. There was hope for a 

return in December. Though this happened, only one or two 

games were completed. With the Covid situation clearly 

worsening the season was postponed until further notice 

across all age groups and it was the correct decision.  

It is not clear if it will return anytime soon. One league has 

already made the decision to null and void the season; the 

remainder are still waiting to make their decisions looking 

likely that could be end of February, early March. Not sure if 

there will be enough time to complete all games, so leagues 

are asking for ideas on how to complete.  

On a more serious note, I understand these are difficult 

times especially for everyone’s mental health and as a club 

it is important that we keep all channels of communication 

open. The committee and coaches are always there if any of 

the club’s players just want to talk. 

Sponsorship 

In these very difficult circumstances, we have been extreme-

ly fortunate to find our sponsors have continued their 

outstanding support. We would find it very difficult to 

continue without their generous donations. 

I would like say a huge thank you to the following: 

The Swaffham Advertiser, The Downham Market 

Advertiser, British Sugar, Timpson’s, Rob and Marina 

Murfitt, Osborne And Kent, Officescape, Resin Design Ltd 

and East Solutions, Rodwell’s Fish, Chips and Age Care 

Eastern and Jack Langford (Jacks). 

 We are always on the lookout for sponsors and no matter 

how small it goes a long way in to keeping the club running 

allowing us to serve the community and to keep youngsters 

involved in the game of football so the club can play for 

many years to come. 

New Season 

We are now starting to look at the new season and for us to 

continue strengthening the club we are looking for coaches 

and players at U7, U8, U9 and U11 age groups. Any parents/

Guardians or just anyone interested in taking this on then 

please get in touch for a chat. As a club we are prepared to 

put you through the courses to set you off on your coaching 

journey.  

The current sides who next year will be U10, U12, U14 and 

U15 are also looking for players 3 of these play in the Mid 

Norfolk and One plays in the Norfolk Combined.  

The Committee 

With the season stalled the committee still continue to work 

in the background for this I am truly grateful.  

I hope you all stay safe and we can see you all soon. 

Thank you 

Nathan McDonald, nathanmcdonald36@aol.com 

I would like to start by 

saying a warm welcome 

to everyone and I hope 

that you are all safe. 

In what has been a  

difficult 15 months for 

everyone I hope that we 

will soon see some small 

chinks of light towards 

some normality. 
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On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  

and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£40 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   

 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 

For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  

Agricultural and Domestic Work 

Telephone:  01553 811091 
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D-Day 15th February 1971. No, not invading Europe but 

the UK changing to decimal currency. It had been years in 

the preparation.  

Most of Europe had decimalised in the 18th and 19th centu-

ries, but we hung on to our £ s d, Pounds Shillings and Pence 

or  Librae, solidi and denarii from Latin. 

There was a great variety of coins over 

many years to be replaced. The Pound 

note was divided into 240 pennies, 

there were half pennies ( ha’pennies), 

and quarter 

pennies (farthings), a strange 12 

sided brass three penny piece, a 

silver sixpence coin  (a tanner), a 

silver shilling worth 12 pence (a 

bob), a silver florin or two 

shilling at one tenth of a pound 

was nearly decimal and my 

favourite the half-crown, worth 

two shillings and six pence, which could buy a lot of 

chocolate! 

There was also the Crown (5 

shillings) and the Guinea (21 

shillings), which is still used in 

horse circles, but these were 

not in circulation. Neither was 

the Sovereign with a nominal 

value of £1 but now classed 

as bullion with a high gold 

content. There was  the 

Pound Note of course and the 

Ten Shilling (ten bob) note. This was withdrawn in November 

1970 and replaced by the 

50p coin. The old silver 

coins up to 1946 were 

silver and worth more 

than face value.  

There was a transition 

period until August to 

remove all old coins from 

circulation but the shilling, 

now 5 pence, and the 

florin, now 10 pence, remained in use until early 1990’s.  

The public hung onto their old sixpences and they were in 

use until 1980. 

 A publicity campaign had prepared the public for the 

changeover and prices were advertised in both old and new 

denominations for some time. 

There was not a widespread use 

of computers and calculations to 

convert could be confusing. 

There were printed tables and 

mechanical converters to help. 

There were claims of devaluation 

and price rises - your old penny 

Gob Stopper was now 2 for a 

new penny, so slightly 

dearer. Many prices when 

converted included a half 

pence. These soon built up 

annoyingly in change and 

were discontinued in 1984, 

having little value. 

Eire converted at the same 

time with the same 100 

pence to the Irish pound. 

Other sterling countries, Australia, New Zealand and South 

Africa had decimalised in the 1960’s using 10 shillings as the 

main unit being called Dollars or the Rand for South Africa. 

There was a plan to do that with a new unit called the New 

Pound, Royal or Noble but the government decided that the 

Pound Sterling had to be preserved. 

Keith Leedell 

All Change Please! 

And Finally… From the Church 

These actually appeared in church newsletters or were 
announced at church services. Our thanks to Barbara 
Church. 
 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to 
get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house. Bring your husbands.  
-------------------------- 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help  
-------------------------- 
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way 
again', giving obvious pleasure to the congregation  
-------------------------- 
For those of you who have children and don't know it, 
we have a nursery downstairs.  
-------------------------- 
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They 
need all the help they can get.  
-------------------------- 
(Ed - We have more….) 
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 Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 

Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF  

01366 502165 / 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr J Bellamy     07771 755233  jabbazxr@gmail.com  

Mr A Culy       07885 990624 antony_culy@hotmail.com 

Mrs R Davidson   07776 367036 reaandbarry@aol.com 

Mrs J Golding    01553 811362   jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Mrs S Sheldon    07824 353555   sarahholmes8019@hotmail.com 

Mrs B Leedell   01553 810848   kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr T Palmer    07919 033943   timpalmer73@aol.com  

Mr A Prior     01553 810863   cllrprior@gmail.com 

(3 vacancies) 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Jim Bhondi  07542 229013/01553 810263 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long  01945 430169 

MP: Elizabeth Truss: 01842 766155  

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency: (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy: 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Preschool: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: Contact through Facebook  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Village Hall Website: www.watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk.com 

Village Hall Email: watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk@gmail.com 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant:  01553  811588 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Watlington Garage: 01553 811748 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 105 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 or www.norfolk.gov.uk 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Facebook Directory 

We have drawn together a list of local Facebook community sites 
known to us. Not on the list? Contact us through our Facebook 
page! 

Watlington Village People (Norfolk) - issues and events   

Watlington Gossip 

Watlington WI 

Watlington Sports & Social club 

The Angel Watlington  

Watlington Grand Village Fete 

Watlington Lottery  

Benefits and Advice Team 
We are available to help people complete the following 

forms: 

Housing and Council Tax Benefit – means tested benefit 

Discretionary Housing Payment; Attendance Allowance; 

Disability Living Allowance; Pension Credit 

Carers Allowance 

You can contact us directly via our freephone Welfare  

Benefits Hotline on 0800 731 2253. Telephone queries are 

dealt with between 8.45am - 5.15pm Monday to Thursday 

and 8.45am - 4.45pm on Friday's 

Alternatively you can email us at any time to request a visit 

or ask for advice: 

revenuesvisitingteam@west-norfolk.gov.uk.  

Considering advertising in the Gossip? 

Over 1200 copies of the Gossip are distributed in  

Watlington four times a year and a digital version is available 

on the Watlington website www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk . 

For further information contact Brenda Leedell  

watgossipads@gmail.com or 01553 810848 

Advertising rates on Page 4 

Coming Events 1821 
31 July: The Grand Opening of the Eau Brink Cut 

The Swiftsure, a steam packet from Gravesend, will pass to 

the upper end of the new cut at the head of a long line of 

richly decorated boats. An Act, obtained in 1795, agreed to 

alter the course of the Ouse from the Eau Brink, in the parish 

of Wiggenhall St Mary's, to the upper part of the harbour at 

King's Lynn to drain 300,000 acres of land and to alleviate the 

dangers posed by navigation of the shallow bend in the 

River Ouse. The total cost of the scheme has been in excess 

of £500,000.* 

[*Ed - At least £42m at current prices] 
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The Gossip Photo Gallery 

From tiny acorn to mighty oak 

(See page 23) 

The (D)ampitheatre on the Millennium Green 

during the winter storms 

The chancel roof in need of repair 

(See page 11) 

Preschool working on their on 

their construction skills 

Having a banging time, working with 

real tools!!! 

Preschool Christmas visit to High Haven 

 Residential Home 

A Great Crested Newt 

 visits the Old Rectory 
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