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Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 
01366 385854 
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The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for it 

continued funding. 

 The committee does not accept any responsibility for the 

accuracy or otherwise of any article or advertisement 

appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor does it necessarily 

agree with any of the viewpoints expressed by our 

contributors in articles or other items in these pages. 
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The deadline for Issue 89 of the Gossip is 

1st February for publication by 1st March 2021 
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Brenda Leedell 

01553 810848; watgossipads@gmail.com 
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Brian Rogers 

01553  813090; cmotdbrian@gmail.com 
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01553 811362; jean@goldings.biz 

Andy Prior 

01553 810863; apriorgossip@gmail.com 

Website and Distribution 

Keith Leedell 
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Christmas Eve 
On Christmas Eve while children sleep 

Weary, willing parents creep 

From room to room about the house 

Making less noise than a mouse. 

Stockings filled with things to treat 

Sugar mice, soft socks for feet 

Under the tree the presents pile 

Mum & Dad look on and smile 

Anticipating happy faces 

Presents removed from hiding places. 

They drink the sherry and eat the cake 

Nothing about this night is fake 

For most of all on Christmas Eve 

In magic, we must all believe. 

A tinkle of bells in the night sky 

As Santa and the deer fly by 

Blessing all that live below 

Sprinkling roofs with sparkling snow. 

And in the houses, lost in sleep 

Love for family runs deep. 

Little gifts of loving thought 

Longed for things with savings bought 

Wrapped and put beneath the tree 

Sent with love to you and me. 

Christmas Eve-the promise of joy 

For every little girl and boy 

And even if your hair is grey 

Santa still comes on this day!  

Elaine Carpenter 

Please note that due to the changing Covid-19  

regulations some information in the magazine may 

not currently apply.  

Please check with the appropriate organisation for 

up to date information on events or opening times. 

Seasonal Greetings from the  

Gossip Team 

The Gossip Team wishes everybody a Very Happy 

Christmas and New Year.  

A big thank you as always to all our magazine  

distributors, advertisers and contributors during 

this last year. We look forward to a safer world in 

2021 
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No internet access?  Pop your article or letter into the 

Gossip box in the Post Office or in the letterbox outside 

the Parish Council Office at the Village Hall. 

Village News and Views 

Advertising Rates for one year (4 issues) 

1/16th page £35;   1/8th  page £55;   1/4  page  £80 

1215 copies distributed each quarter 

A Neighbourhood Plan for Watlington 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has gained a few 

new members and is pressing on with the creation of a 

Neighbourhood Plan which will give everyone in the village 

a chance to have their say about its future and in shaping 

the development of our neighbourhood. The area designa-

tion covered by the Neighbourhood Plan is the whole parish 

of Watlington.  

The Borough Council gave us the official go-ahead early this 

year, and is now expecting from us (in consultation with 

their Planning Policy department) a Neighbourhood Plan to 

sit alongside the local development plan for the village. 

Whilst the plan is mainly about the use and development of 

land, it can also contain our vision and proposals for 

improving the area or for the provision of facilities. 

Early next year, we’ll be circulating a questionnaire to every-

one in the village and we hope as many people as possible 

will be able to complete it. There will be questions about 

where and what type of houses you would like to see built, 

what amenities you value and/or need, what you want to 

see protected and what you would like to see promoted/ 

encouraged. 

The project can be complicated for lay people and requires 

many skills. The group would be interested in hearing from 

anyone who would be willing to join us or offer free 

expertise in the areas of: 

Legal (Property / Development / Planning Law) 

Property Consultancy 

Planning 

Local Government 

Writing a Local Plan 

Fund Raising 

Policy writing 

The Watlington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

watlingtonplan@outlook.com 

Tech Wanted 
Have you got an old laptop or tablet 

that you don’t use?  

The school is looking for any donations of these that 

can be upgraded by our ICT technician. These will be 

loaned out to pupils who do not have access to 

technology in the event of their need to self-isolate 

or bubbles closing.  

Unfortunately, we are unable to take desktop 

computers. If you do have any equipment you can 

donate, please drop it at the school between 9-3. 

Many thanks 

Watlington CP School 

All The Fun of The Fair 
In these difficult times I wanted to provide some positive 

feedback for our Watlington Fair.  It was great to see our 

own children and many more families in the village enjoying 

all of the fun of the fair.  

We felt it was well organised and in a Covid safe environ-

ment, the travelling showmen were very pleasant and 

helpful to our two young sons Oliver and William, even 

taking the time to show them and explain the workings of 

what he told us was England's oldest travelling Big Wheel. 

Great fun was had and we hope the Parish Council invite 

them back next year, when hopefully our social lives will 

have returned to some form of normality. Well done Parish 

Council from the Oakley family. Simon Oakley  

Primary School PTA Thank You! 
Thank you to the Gossip for the grant of £300 that has been 

granted to Watlington Primary School PTA to put towards 

the cost of additional iPads for the school.   

The new iPads will be used as part of the school's Covid 

plan for enabling home learning where children are required 

to isolate at home due to covid.  They will be loaned out to 

families that do not have access to suitable devices at home. 

The PTA are continuing to fundraise for the purchase of 

further devices. If you would like to keep up to date on our 

fundraising activities please follow our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/

WatlingtonCommunityPrimary.PTA/ 

Sarah Oakley, Watlington Primary School PTA Chairperson  

mailto:watlingtonplan@outlook.com
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WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 

Vacancies for Parish Councillors 

Would you like to have input into 
important decisions that make a 

difference in your village? 

Yes? 

Apply to become a Parish Councillor  

The Parish Council currently has three vacancies for 

Parish Councillors to bring  the Council up to their 

allocated number of eleven.   

If you are interested or would like further information 

please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details are on page 34. 

Village News and Views 

Swan Youth Project are still very 

much here for the young people of 

Watlington. We will get back to the 

Jubilee Hall on a Thursday from 

5pm - 6.30pm as soon as           

restrictions  allow.                       

In the  meantime, from our centre 

at Paradise Rd  Downham Market we can offer: 

• Face to face/zoom 1:1 support 

• ‘check in’ calls and messages 

• Very small support groups 

• Family support 

• Young carers key worker 

Hygiene bank 

Please call us if we can help and support you and you 

are age 10 – 16.         

01366 386259  anna@swanyouthproject,org 
www.swanyouthproject.org  

Swan Youth Project in Watlington  

Watlington Grand Village Fete  
After the disappointment of having to cancel the 2020 Grand 

Village Fete, I can confirm that the Grand Village Fete for 

2021 fete will be held on Saturday 12th June 2021.  

We have already had lots of interest from various stallhold-

ers, eight of which have already confirmed their booking. 

Alongside the stallholders further confirmation has been 

received that the Punch & Judy Show, Gray's Funfairs and  

J R Light & Sound, providing the public announcement 

system, will be joining us.  

We will be looking to hold our Annual General Meeting on 

the 11th January 2021; anyone from the village is welcome to 

attend and become part of the working group.  The venue is 

to be confirmed.  

Although the fete did not take place in 2020, I would like to 

recognise the hard work of the working group, they continue 

to support me throughout, always hoping that the fete 

would go ahead.  

Alastair Bingham, Chairman  

Village Halloween Trail 
One of Watlington's annual highlights is the huge number 

of families that venture out on 31st October for trick or 

treating.  We didn't want the children to miss out this 

year (or the adults!) so the Preschool Committee and 

Primary School PTA decided to join forces and arrange a 

Village Halloween Trail.   

40 households joined in with decorating their houses - 

and how amazingly creative and spooky they were!!  It 

has been wonderful to see and hear the excitement as 

families ventured out around the village, completing a 

scavenger hunt style treasure hunt on their way and also 

looking for clues to unravel a Halloween riddle.   

We raised almost £400 across the weekend, which is 

amazing!!  This has been shared equally between the 

Preschool and the Primary School PTA and will go directly 

to enhancing the children's learning experiences in the 

two settings. 

On behalf of Watlington Preschool and Watlington  

Community Primary School PTA, a huge thank you to 

everyone who took part in creating this fun weekend and 

for supporting our fundraising event - we hope you 

enjoyed it as much as we did.  We really do appreciate 

your support. 

Sarah Oakley,  

PTA Chairperson and Preschool Treasurer  

Christmas Face Masks for sale £2 each .  
All proceeds to Watlington Church. 

Please collect from 5 Fen Road  (01553 810201) 
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Watlington Gossip Grants 

Does your activity group want to purchase an item but can’t 

quite afford it?  Then the Gossip may be able to help. We 

have funds available and usually are able to give out grants 

in the range £200 - £300. And no form filling, honest! 

There are a couple things though: 

 We don’t contribute towards running costs.  

 We ask you to submit an article about your group for  

publication. We can help with this if you want. 

Contact any member of the Gossip Team for information. 

Medical Centre Opening Hours 

Monday  08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Tuesdays  08.30 - Noon  Closed      

Wednesday 08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Thursday  08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Friday   08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

  Closed Saturdays and Sundays 

  Outside of the above times call 111 

General: 01553 810253 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Watlington Medical Centre News 

As we continue to face the Covid pandemic, the medical centre 

is adapting to the ever-changing guidance and advice to keep 

both our patients and our staff safe. We have created as Covid 

-safe an environment as possible and have been able to carry 

out a socially distanced, safe flu vaccination campaign. This 

stands us in good stead for if, and when, a Covid vaccination 

becomes available. Until then, we are urging all our patients to 

avoid an unnecessary contact with others, and keep faces 

covered and hands washed when appropriate.  

This Christmas may be a time when we may be tempted to let 

our guard down as we arrange to meet family and friends. 

Please stay vigilant. There will be many vulnerable people who 

will find this Christmas a struggle. Communication is going to 

be the key to ensuring both our mental and physical wellbeing. 

Get on the phone, use Zoom/Facetime/WhatsApp etc to stay 

in contact. 

Many isolated people rely on social contact for their mental 

wellbeing, so pick up the phone and call them, even if it is just 

to say hello. Be kind, be nice, phone a friend or family.  

We are very pleased that Dr Adam Walton has joined the 

practice and he is settling down very well. Dr Evgenia Clitheroe 

will be leaving the practice at the end of the year and we have 

been very fortunate to appoint Dr Polly Wagg, who joins us in 

January 2021.  Margaret Swaczyna will join as our new        

pharmacist from the beginning of the New Year.  

Many of you who have visited the surgery will have been 

greeted by new faces in both the Reception and Dispensary. 

We welcome Alison, Julie, Helen, Maria and Michelle. Angela, 

an experienced Practice Nurse has joined the nursing team.  

During Lockdown, the government kindly subsidised our 

medication delivery service for vulnerable patients who were 

self-isolating. We expanded our delivery service to 5 days a 

week and have continued to provide this service even after the 

government subsidy ceased. Unfortunately, there are ongoing 

expenses associated with running this service, so we are now 

charging £3 per delivery per household. These deliveries are 

carried out in a Covid secure way.  

Whilst I write this, we are in the process of purchasing an auto-

mated, free self-service dispensing machine for prescriptions, 

which will allow collection from the pharmacy 24/7. This 

should hopefully assist with reducing any queues we might 

have when collecting prescriptions.  

Wishing you all a Safe and Happy Festive Season 

Dr Philip Koopowitz 

[See also p.13] 
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  

Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 

Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 

Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  
Mobile 07930718183 

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating  

Interior/Exterior 

Tel:  0771 2893277email:  
skservices66@gmail.com 

    Qualified  

    Chiropodist 
   J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch A. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. PE30 1NN 

Tel:  01366 388839  

Mob:  07919 025261 / 07767 616793 

Home visits available in the Downham Market,  
King's Lynn and surrounding areas 

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 

 
 
 
Registered 
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Community Primary School News Christmas Past 
Soon after the present Watlington Players was formed in 

1976 (some 40 years ago) it was decided to continue the 

traditional pre-Christmas activity of carol-singing. Bear in 

mind that the village of Watlington was much smaller then 

in terms of both population and housing. 

So, on a December evening a band of members of all age 

groups set out, dressed in warm clothing and with carol 

sheets and lanterns, to cover the village and end up at The 

Angel Public House for a warm-up and refreshments.  

At that time The Angel was run by Bill and Dolly Cameron 

and the carol-singing made a collection for a charity which 

they supported, namely Muscular Dystrophy Research. In 

fact it became a joke amongst members when one of the 

younger members of the Players, who was collecting door 

to door, was asked what the collection was for and he re-

plied “myxomatosis”! 

In the early days the village was covered in one evening, but 

as houses and population increased the carol-singing had to 

be done over two evenings. Eventually, as the village got 

bigger still the Players resorted to other methods of getting 

round the whole village. This included transport by tractor 

and trailer and on some occasions a van – bear in mind that 

these were the days of fewer health and safety and insur-

ance restrictions. I doubt whether we would be able to do 

this under present-day rules and regulations. 

The evening(s) always ended at The Angel where the singing 

continued with carols and more secular songs and usually 

ending with a rendition of “Hello Dolly” for the benefit of 

our hostess. Members were always treated to a fine spread 

of refreshments to eat and drink. I don’t think records are 

available but over the years a considerable amount must 

have been collected for the charity. 

As the years went by and the village got even bigger (and 

members got older!) the carol-singing gradually tailed off 

and became a distant memory. Perhaps health and safety 

and other restrictions had something to do with it as well. 

It may not be possible to revive this traditional re-Christmas 

activity in the unusual times we are living in at the moment, 

but perhaps in the future something like the carol-singing 

we all enjoyed in the past could be arranged, perhaps on 

the Millennium Green? 

From a member of The Watlington Players and former  

Carol-Singer. 

[Maybe we could have carols in future years when the 

Millennium Green light up the Christmas Tree. BJL] 

“Growing and Learning Together” 

“Twas the Night before Christmas..” 
As we all know, the 19th century poem is all about the 

anticipation of Christmas – the vision of St Nicholas and the 

reindeer appearing, then coming down the chimney and 

filling stockings with gifts. Christmas this year will no doubt 

be very different, but a child’s anticipation will still be the 

same. We will do our very best at school to ensure that this 

time remains magical and exciting for the children.  

Since September, it has been fantastic to see children  

eager to return to their friends, routines and learning.  

Routines are different and the children have adapted so 

well to new timetables, routes around school and the  

newest adventure - virtual assemblies!  

As we head towards Christmas we will be looking for ways 

to keep the anticipation of Christmas alive. It is unlikely 

that we will be able to hold our traditional performances in 

the way that we have always done them, but we will still be 

able to have our traditional Christmas lunch, albeit in our 

classrooms. I am sure there will also be opportunities to 

have Christmas parties in our “bubbles” and to join togeth-

er in supporting Christmas Jumper Day in aid of Save the 

Children on December 11th.  

One date that is always in the diary is that of our traditional 

Christingle. Those of you who have attended this service 

will know how atmospheric the church is lit by just the 

candles from the Christingles of the children.  It is sad to 

know that we won’t be able to do it in the same way this 

year.  

However, technology has been a saviour for all of us over 

the past 9 months or so. Zoom and Teams are words that 

are now common in our language, and I understand that 

Ely Cathedral will be live streaming their service in Decem-

ber so we hope to still to take part – even if it is virtually.  

As we get closer to Christmas we may know more about 

what the holiday will be like in 2020. As I write this, it is 

hoped that families will be able to get together but the 

virus continues to spread and the unpredictable nature of a 

pandemic means that many are anxious and worried about 

their future and that of their loved ones. Rest assured 

though, while we are open we will continue to nurture and 

look after the children of Watlington during these strange 

times.  

Ruth McGlone 

Headteacher  
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Watlington Church News 

St. Peter & St Paul Church 

Unfortunately this year will be very different for all of us.  

We at the church hope to host a short service at 3.30pm on 

Sunday 20th December particularly for the young folk.  

We would like to ask the children to make a decoration for 

our Christmas tree and or a decoration to add to our crib 

scene. During the service the children will be invited to bring 

their decorations and help put them in place (social 

distancing at all times). 

Unfortunately we will be unable to sing carols but will have 

some Christmas music and hopefully a soloist or 2 to sing  

a couple of your favourite carols. 

We may consider having a second service on Wednesday 

23rd December if the Sunday service is overbooked. 

On Christmas Day there will be a Holy Communion service 

at 9.30am. 

For all of these services it is essential to book a place, due to 

restricted numbers, to avoid disappointment.    

Please watch for further information on the notice boards 

round the village 

To book please call 01553 810201, 810584 or 811086. 

On Christmas morning, like most other bishops in the 

Church of England, I take a service in one of the prisons in 

the diocese, proclaiming light and hope there too. This year 

it will be different – we’ll miss the parties and the socialis-

ing, and most of us will miss friends and relatives that we 

usually see at this time of year.  

We won’t be packed into churches because although we 

expect there will be services in our churches, they won’t be 

quite what we’re used to, and we almost certainly won’t be 

able to sing carols  

together. 

Churches and schools, like families and businesses, are  

having to think of new ways of doing things, learn new 

patterns of living in these anxious and uncertain times. The 

events of this year have jolted us into thinking about who 

and what we really value. Christmas 2020 brings us back,  

as every year, to what is most important: we will still be 

celebrating the hope that the birth of Jesus Christ offers; 

we will still be proclaiming light shining in the darkest 

places of our world.” 

Yours prayerfully, 

David Karoon 

Like many organisations in the village and elsewhere, 

Watlington Church has not been able to do any fundraising 

this year to enable this historic mediaeval building in our 

midst to meet all the financial demands made upon it.  

Those who visit the church will have noticed a temporary 

repair to the roof on the north east end of the chancel roof 

where the pantiles have decayed. Churchwarden John 

Murfitt amassed all the paperwork necessary to enable a 

grant application to be made to repair the roof. At the time 

of going to press we do not know whether the grant applica-

tion was successful or not.  

As part of the application a bat survey was carried out as the 

church has maternal roosts for both the common pipistrelle 

and natterer bats. When the survey was carried out the 

experts involved noted the longer grass and vegetation in 

the churchyard which provides a rich habitat for amphibians, 

insects, small mammals and possibly reptiles. Churchyards or 

‘Gods Acre‘ can provide habitats which are being lost else-

where with our manicured garden lawns and use of 

herbicides and pesticides.  

If people living in the village would like to support our village 

church financially we do have a Parish Giving Scheme where-

by money can be given by direct debit monthly or annually 

and we would love to hear from you and have your support. 

Watlington Church is here for everybody. 

Nigel Moat Assistant Curate for the West Norfolk Priory 

Benefice of which Watlington is a part has been putting 

together a website. To access our website and social media 

accounts, please go to our Link Tree at linktr.ee/wnpg. 

ChurchWardens John Murfitt (01553 811086 

john.murfitt1@btinternet.com) Barbara Church (01553 

810584 barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop) 

Dear Reader 

Like me, you are probably wondering what Christmas 2020 

is going to look like. Recently, the Bishop of Ely spoke to the 

local press about this. 

Bishop Stephen said: “In normal times, my Christmas is, as 

they say, ‘a game of two halves’. December is usually filled 

with carol services and social events, just as in our schools 

and parishes there are nativity plays, crib services, parties 

and lunches. As we get to Christmas itself, I love to be in 

the cathedral, full to standing room only, with the enor-

mous tree lit, singing all the traditional favourite carols. 

Then we gather for Midnight Mass, and in deep darkness 

we proclaim that ‘Christ is born’, that light shines in the 

darkness. 
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Tel: 01553 390428    Mob: 07810653784 

info@ojwservices.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all aspects of Carpentry, Joinery and made to 

measure furniture call Martyn on 07903 238233 
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The Christmas Gift 
Holy night, as Christ is born 

Angels and stars the skies adorn 

Pain and sorrow washed away 

Praises sing, from night to day. 

Young child, cradled in the hay 

Come to bring us hope and joy 

Human, helpless, little boy. 

Ring out the bells, raise your voice 

In this happy hour, rejoice. 

Show the world your love and care 

To the hungry, give some fare 

Make this joyous season bright 

And show, don’t hide, that inner light 

Sent from above, on this wondrous night. 

Elaine Carpenter 

Way back in July 1990, I joined Watlington Surgery, as it 

was then known, in the old Thieves Bridge Road premises. 

Since then, there have been many changes both within the 

NHS and the surgery. We have seen the retirement of  

Drs Hugh and Jean Lacey, as well as Dr Crosby, Dr Buckland 

and Dr Mack. Drs Hambling, Do, Morgan-Short, Bradshaw, 

Fletcher and Ghosh have all moved on to pastures new.   

I have been lucky enough to have served Watlington and 

the surrounding 20 villages for more than 30 years and will 

be retiring from clinical practice from the end of the year. 

I have been privileged to have worked with the above 

doctors, as well as many, many registrars whom I taught 

over a 20-year period as a GP Trainer. Without the staff at 

the surgery, it would not function so well and I can say 

that I have been truly blessed with outstanding staff 

whose primary focus has always been patient care.  

I must mention certain staff members who have given 

exceptional and long service to the medical centre and 

proved to be the backbone of the practice. These include 

Jacky Wardale, Scilla Ash, Caroline Marshall, Yvonne Holt 

and the late Valerie Armstrong and Angela Horton, all of 

whom retired from the practice during my tenure. Both 

Julie Evitt and Elaine Squires started their service at the old 

surgery.  

I could not possibly mention each and every member of 

staff that has worked with me, but I know I have learnt 

something from each of you and I greatly value the 

contribution you made to ongoing patient care.  

It is only because we have developed such a great team at 

Watlington Health and Medical Centre that I now feel able 

to move on to the next phase of my life as I face new 

opportunities and challenges. I will still be providing advice 

and encouragement to Watlington Pharmacy, but will not 

have any patient contact.  

The current team at Watlington, including Steph Cook, our 

Practice Manager, together with the Partners, Dr Ankit 

Kant, Mrs Amanda Moss and Dr Kate Nichol have taken on 

the ever-increasing role of running the practice and I have 

been extremely pleased with the way they have picked up 

the baton and are already moving forward with ensuring 

the best quality care for all our patients.  

I have no doubt the great team of Receptionists, Admin-

istration personnel, Dispensers and Nurses will all be able 

to steer Watlington Health and Medical Centre through 

whatever lies in its path.  

After more than 100,000 face to face consultations I am 

hanging up my stethoscope. I need to thank all the patients 

who I have had contact with over the past 30 plus years.  

It has been a privilege and pleasure to be able to help you, 

when I could. It is great to be able to look after the children 

(and on occasions, the grandchildren) of the children that I 

looked after when I first arrived at the surgery, with dark 

hair, a beard and loads of enthusiasm.  

We do not often talk about death, but I have been lucky 

enough to have helped patients and their relatives during 

their final days, which has been both humbling and 

rewarding.  

I will obviously miss my personal interactions with many of 

you and can assure you that your secrets will go with me to 

my grave! I do not plan on writing a memoir as I have too 

much material to work with!  

Without my wife, Gail and children Eliot and Juliet, my 

working life would have been infinitely more difficult and 

I would like to thank them for their understanding and 

support over the years.  

I wish you all well and know that I have will be leaving you 

in good hands.  

Philip Koopowitz 

A Personal Thanks from Dr Philip Koopowitz 
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Your Parish Council News 

08 September 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

 Mrs Rea Davidson was co-opted as a Parish Councillor. 

 The Council would contact NCC Highways for an update 

on delays to the works on the back road to King’s Lynn. 

 The contracted Litter Picker’s hours were increased from 

6 per week to 10 during August and September 2020 as 

a result of increased litter use, as more people at home 

were at home. 

 Three ‘no dogs allowed’ A4 steel signs were ordered, 1 for 

for the kissing gate on the Recreation Ground and two 

others to replace vandalised ones at a cost of £45.00. 

 The Clerk had obtained a small business grant of £10,000 

from the Borough Council for the Council office to help 

through the period of disruption caused by COVID-19.   

 The Council adopted a Website Accessibility Statement to 

meet the requirements of the Public Sector Bodies 

(Websites and Mobile Applications) Accessibility 

Regulations 2018 which requires public sector bodies to 

ensure reasonable adjustments are made to websites so 

they are accessible to people with various disabilities. 

(More information at www.gov.uk) 

 The Council adopted a Press/Social Media Policy whereby 

Councillors are to make it clear if they posting their own 

views on social media on matters considered Parish 

Council business. 

 Councillors agreed that new A3 size Covid-19 information / 

guidance signage should be placed at entrances to play 

areas (9 in total) at a cost of £180, covered by the small 

business grant fund. 

 Council contracted Treelink to pollard the twin stem of the 

Willow Tree on Langridge Circle and remove all waste . 

 The Council agreed to review the size and locations of dog 

bins to ascertain if any relocation or additional bins are 

required. 

 It was noted that some internal painting was still required 

at the village hall, but a substantial amount had already 

been done.  Some groups had resumed their activities and 

others had confirmed that they may return soon.  It was 

noted that the onus was on the user groups to ensure 

cleanliness, hygiene and distancing rules were being 

observed.  The standard cleaning hours had resumed. 

 Ten people are on the allotments waiting list. The Council 

is actively pursuing seeking additional land. 

 The Community Payback Team (CPT) had ceased its 

services for the time being as offenders had not been 

turning up.  It was noted and appreciated that Councillors 

were continuing to carry out jobs in the village which would 

typically have been carried out by the CPT and they were 

thanked for this. 

 The trod in John Davis Way to Paige Close had been 

completed. 

 Bids for the Mill Road trod and additional SAM2 sign had 

both now been approved by Norfolk County Council. The 

Clerk would order the SAM2 sign. 

 The double yellow lines scheme on the junctions of Paige 

Close and Stone Close in John Davis Way has been 

delayed due to COVID-19. 

 Councillors were asked to put forward ideas for the village 

Parish Partnership Scheme 2021/2022. 

 The Council approved the renting of the Edward 

Shouldham Charity Land from 12th October 2020 to 

10th  October 2021 to Messrs E J & M J Zipfell. 

27 October 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

 Given the Council’s good financial position it was agreed 

to consider upgrading the MUGA floodlights to LED lamps 

and to investigate whether additional repayments could 

be made to repay the Public Works Loan. 

 Council agreed to replace the broken goal post adjacent 

to the Stone Close Play Area. 

 Barclays have now refunded three direct debit payments 

taken fraudulently from the account after pressure from 

the Clerk. 

 The Council agreed the purchase a poppy wreath for 

£30.00 from the Downham Market & District Branch Royal 

British Legion .Cllr Leedell agreed to lay the wreath at the 

Watlington War Memorial on behalf of the Council. 

 The Council contracted K&M Lighting Services to replace 

the broken bracket on lamp 9076 in Station Road at a cost 

of £325.00 + £65.00 VAT (total £390.00). 

 Norfolk ALC had recently become a cooperative 

organisation and was inviting a representative from each 

Council to attend their virtual meetings. Cllr Sheldon was 

nominated. 

 Gaps in the Recreation Ground hedging needed to be filled 

with shrubs to ensure that the BCKL&WN Public Space 

Protection Order (Control of Dogs) was enforceable. 

Council agreed to investigate suitable evergreen plants. 

 Council agreed that the boundary rope placed by the 

owner of the building plot on Rowan Close adjacent to the 

Warren Close Play Area should be moved to the correct 

boundary line and a notice attached explaining the 

repositioning. 

 The Council agreed to purchase one wet pour repair kit for 

the Warren Close Play Area from Fenland Leisure at a 

cost of £45.00 + £9.00 VAT (total £54.00) + £10.00 

delivery charge. Councillors agreed to report any repair 

work required on play areas to the clerk in the following 
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Norfolk County Council Highways Rangers 
The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway maintenance 

and street scene improvements. These include: 

Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road or footway; 

Clearing mud and soil from the road; Hand sweeping roads 

or pavements; Cutting verge grass; Cleaning out highways 

ditches; Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts. 

Please contact the Parish Clerk (p.34) to make a report. 

Your Parish Council News 

2 weeks to allow time for consideration of a quote from 

Fenland Leisure at the next meeting. 

 The funfair provided by Grays Funfair Rides 8-11 October 

on the Glebe Field had proved very popular. The fair 

organisers had been professional and maintained a high 

standard of COVID-19 regulations. The field had been left 

in an excellent condition and the agreed rent of £200 had 

been paid upon departure.  Councillors agreed, subject to 

discussion with Grays, that this would be a lovely annual 

event for the village.  

 The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Village 

Hall was continuing to be hired by a limited number of 

user groups. The interior painting of the Hall was almost 

complete. The next meeting would be the AGM, being 

held on Monday, 16th November 2020, (now delayed to 

7th December) in adherence with COVID-19 guidelines.  

 There are ten people on the allotment waiting list. Local 

landowners are still being approached about the 

possibility of land hire. 

 The Council agreed the purchase of a small first aid kits 

for the two allotment sites.  

 The Community Payback Team (CPT) had not resumed 

its services.  Cllr Bellamy confirmed that he was happy to 

continue trimming areas throughout the village and he 

was given a vote of thanks for this. 

 The Fete Committee has set a date of Saturday, 12th June 

for the 2021 fete and preparations were already underway 

 Discussions with Grays Funfair Rides have commenced 

with a view to holding a small funfair on the Glebe Field 

on Friday, 11th June 2021 until Sunday, 13th June 2021.  

It was noted that rent for the fair would be paid to the 

Parish Council. 

 Highways have confirmed that the start date for the Mill 

Road trod will be January 2021. 

 The SAM2 sign had been ordered and would be delivered 

by Westcotec in the coming weeks.  

 For the Parish Partnership Scheme 2021/22 Council 

agreed to approach Highways for a quotation for a  trod 

on the Recreation Ground, from the small gate on Church 

Road to the entrance of the Village Hall car park.  This 

would enable people visiting the Church to use the car 

park and walk across the field without having to tread on 

the grass.   

Future Meetings of the Parish Council 

24 November 7pm by Zoom 

 Interested in following up on any of the  

Council news items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council meetings 

are available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 All local planning applications and decisions can be 

viewed at west-norfolk.gov.uk, follow the links. 

 Hopefully in the near future the Parish Council Office at  

the Village Hall will re-open Tuesdays and Thursdays 

11am to 1pm. (Please call 01553 810777 to confirm that 

the office is open.) 

Full contact details for the Parish Council are on page 34. 

 NO Allotment Vacancies 
There are no plots available to rent on the allotment sites at 

the time of going to press.  Please contact the Parish Clerk 

if you would like to join the waiting list. 
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     POOLE PLASTERING 

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Estimates Free  
 

5 Bure Close, Watlington,  Norfolk, PE33 0TN  

Telephone:  01553 810668 
 

Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader 
Approved by Age Concern 

 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel Nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 
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Watatunga Wildlife Reserve 

African Antelope 

We have had a really promising first season considering all 

that 2020 has thrown at the world.  The last few months 

have been a roller-coaster ride for our tiny team and our 

tours are now closed for the winter to allow us to focus 

on our education work, reflect and plan for 2021.  

 

Our heart-felt thanks to all those in the village who have 

supported us by visiting or getting in touch to comment on 

our social media posts.  We opened on a tiny scale this year 

and it has meant the world to hear what visitors thought of 

the experience.  

Our guided tours began on August 3rd which came as a  

surprise to many, not least us. Throughout lockdown we 

were unable to plan for our opening as our final DEFRA  

inspection, initially scheduled for April, had been postponed 

without word of when it might be able to go ahead.  In the 

meantime we did our best to share some good news stories 

regarding our conservation work via our social media and we 

made our holiday accommodation available to NHS staff but 

even once lockdown eased we could not say for sure when 

we might be able to welcome visitors to the reserve.    

Thankfully, at the very 

end of July we received 

the green light to open 

and, like so many other 

businesses, had to quickly 

adapt our whole opera-

tional model to make the 

tours possible while 

keeping visitors and staff 

safe. Initially we had only 

been going to offer trailer 

tours but this would not have allowed for social distancing 

and so we rented 5 electric buggies allowing guests to 

remain within their ‘bubble’ and get out and about amongst 

Ed Pope, Anna Hamilton, Hope Flower and Dee Dyer  

our magnificent wildlife. Our guides lead each tour and five 

buggies, each with a speaker aboard, follow in convoy 

passing storks, great bustard, water-buffalo, roan antelope 

and scimitar horned oryx to name a few of our most 

regularly seen animals.    

We’ve been blown away by the positive reviews and enthusi-

asm for what we’re doing.  While we absolutely recognise 

that the buggies aren’t a solution for everyone as they need 

to be booked in their entirety, they have allowed us to open, 

to see that there is a shared passion for the conservation 

work we’re doing and we hope to be able to add our trailer 

tours next year if restrictions allow.    

For now, the only access to the reserve is via our guided 

tours as the many antelope species we have are categorised 

by DEFRA with a DWA (Dangerous Wild Animal) certification 

making it unsafe to walk in the reserve without a guide who 

knows the animals and their behaviours.  

Tour numbers have been limited to allow the animals time to 

adjust to the buggies and to ensure that visitors see as many 

of our species as possible.  Each tour has been very different 

as all our animals roam freely within the 170 acres, our aim 

being to create a natural habitat for them and to inform all 

visitors as to their conservation stories through the 

commentary.    

 We are hoping to offer free 

educational experiences to 

specific year groups in sever-

al local primary schools over 

the next few months and to 

re-open the reserve for tours 

early next spring.  We hope 

to welcome many of you 

then – in the meantime, you can keep up to date with new 

arrivals and news by following Watatunga Wildlife Reserve 

on Facebook and Instagram.   Bustard 
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All The Fun of The Fair 
My eyes lit up when I saw the advert for a funfair in Watlington. In OUR village.  After months of constraints on our liberty and 

contact with people, this just seemed a breath of fresh air.  Some people had questioned the sense in holding such an event in 

Covid times but track and trace and sanitising procedures were in place and, for me, I knew the Parish Council (or whoever had 

agreed to it) had made the right decision.  

With mental health issues on the rise, from the very young to the elderly, 

an opportunity to get out on your doorstep yet experience something 

magical was just what the doctor ordered. I, personally, craved some-

thing to boost my mood and I wasn’t disappointed.   

With a selection of more than ten attractions, all ages were catered for. 

What was overwhelming was the laughter. Screams of excitement as the 

Ferris wheel tipped forward on its decent and the adrenaline from racing 

dodgems colliding at speed. I watched a young boy reach up excitedly to 

receive his pot of shocking pink candy floss (sadly not supplied on a stick 

but still a rare sight nowadays). 

A ride on the big wheel at sunset was a real treat with a super view over 

the playing fields and an aerial view of the brightly coloured fairground 

canopies and lights. It was so good, I went back for a second ride later in 

the evening. The throbbing music really lifted my mood as I walked 

around the site. I decided there was no harm in being a kid for one night 

and had a go on ‘Hook a Duck’, fishing out a yellow plastic duckling from 

its flowing swimming pool to claim a plush hedgehog as my prize!  

The bumper cars were great fun. Foot to the floor, tactically whizzing 

around laps of the circuit whilst nudging a few of the other cars along the way. The daredevil ride attendant entertained us by 

riding on the back of some of the cars as they sped 

across the floor, hanging onto the electricity 

conductor pole. This seemed to be a favourite ride of 

the competitive teenagers.  

I stopped short of attempting the Helter Skelter 

which was a decent height with enough steps to wear 

out the most energetic of children but it was one of 

many very popular traditional attractions.  Some less 

typical rides were zorbing (the opportunity to roll 

around in a giant inflatable clear ball) and bungee 

harnesses for those who wanted to bounce or 

experience weightlessness.   

 

 

From toddlers to teenagers or those older like myself who just wanted a bit of 

escapism, the fair offered us some light relief and the chance to laugh in an 

atmosphere which filled all the senses. I ended the night with a bag of freshly 

made doughnuts so I was licking my lips all the way home .... 

Jo Moss 

The original Ferris Wheel was designed and constructed by 

George Washington Gale Ferris Jr. as a landmark for the 

1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago.  
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Watlington Sports & Social Club Watlington WI 
 Wonderful News!  At the Annual Meeting 

in mid-November (by Zoom) it was        

confirmed that we now have the requisite 

members who have stepped forward to fill 

the necessary offices on the Committee to enable the   

Watlington WI to continue to exist.  The closure of this 

branch would have been a great loss to the village as the 

WI are involved in so many activities that benefit the    

community, not least of which being the community café 

and catering at the Fete(s) each year.  

So thank you to Emma for continuing as President and 

Carol and Margaret for volunteering to be Treasurer and 

Secretary and of course the other committee members 

and volunteers. 

We can now forge ahead with plans for resumption of   

regular meetings, hopefully early in the New Year, to       

prepare a programme of speakers and activities for us all to 

enjoy.  Unfortunately we are still unable to meet together 

as a group as yet but plan to keep in touch using Zoom in 

the meantime.       

After our usual meetings the main casualty of lock-down 

has been the Rainbow Café,  and our special Café meetings  

where we have pre-Christmas craft stalls etc.  

Covid 19 restrictions has also affected our offshoot activi-

ties such as the Craft Group, Book Club,  Watlington 

Knitters and Stitchers and workshops. A planned flower 

arranging workshop in the Village Hall is on hold until  

Covid restrictions allow .   

Watlington WI sent a donation of £100 to Macmillan King’s 

Lynn in lieu of having a Macmillan Coffee Morning.  

Membership is usually renewed in January but Federation 

have informed us that 2020 membership has been 

extended to at least April 2021.    

Members continue to receive their regular glossy magazine       

“WI Life” direct by post, which helps to keep us up to date.   

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers 
Wonderful news, this week at last, items were able to be 

taken  through to the collection point in Kings Lynn, to start 

to be distributed to where the need is. We had accumulat-

ed a good stock, Chris said she filled her boot, back and        

passenger seats, so thank you to all the people that had 

taken part. We still can’t meet, but I am happy to receive 

items, they are hoping to have another receiving at the end 

of January, so keep knitting and sewing.  

I am also making more masks  using Christmas design     

materials, which will be going on sale soon in aid of the 

church, via Val  Dagnall, 5 Fen Road. Any inquiries call 

01553 810868 

Janet Jones 

Watlington Sports and Social Club is situated opposite the 

village hall and is a family members club with lots to offer for 

all age ranges.  

We offer good quality drink, food and snacks at affordable 

prices. We are signed up to both Sky and BT TV, which 

enables us to show all the big games on the large screens 

throughout the club. The club has 2 pool tables, dart board, 

juke box and puts on numerous events throughout the year 

for adults, children and families.  

The Social Club is home to Watlington Men’s Football Team, 

5 Youth Football Teams (ranging from U7’s through to 

U15’s), Green Bowls Teams and Crib League. We welcome 

new members and the annual fees are very competitive, £15 

for a single membership and £20 for co-habiting  couples/

families. Please feel free to pop in, have a look around and 

a chat with our friendly bar staff. 

The club has reduced its opening hours during the current 

Covid19 situation, the hours of opening are as follows until 

further notice: 

Friday:4pm-10p m (last orders at 9pm) 

Saturday: 12pm-10pm (last orders at 9pm) 

Sunday: 12pm -10pm (last orders at 9pm) 

We have made several changes and put measures in place to 

protect customers and staff. There is a one way system and 

hand sanitisers situated around the club for customers to 

use. 

We would remind anyone visiting the club to stick to social 

distancing guidelines and use the hand sanitisers regularly to 

protect yourself, other customers and the staff. 

Unfortunately we will not be serving food at this time and 

the use of the pool tables, dart board, juke box and fruit 

machines are prohibited. 

At this time the club is only open to members so guests will 

be unable to sign in on a day membership. 

All current memberships will be carried over to the next 

AGM but anyone wishing to join can still do so at the normal 

cost. 

We hope to see you soon and stay safe. 

The Sports & Social Club Committee  
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 

  C L E A N I N G 
 

  Windows,  Doors,   

    and  

   Framework  cleaned  

  Mobile No. 07787 200334 

(Based in Watlington)  

The Happy Freckle  
Home Help Services  

For all your home help requirements  

please call 01553 761004  

 Cleaning- ironing - bed making - befriending  
meals - shopping and much more ... 
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Watlington Wednesday Club Millennium Green Trust 

We had hoped to get a good cut of grass to make hay this 

year, but the weather was against us and we couldn't be sure 

if we could get it cut and baled between bad weather. We did 

lose a little bit when a group of horses were stabled one  

Saturday night without permission trampling the grass and 

nibbling the trees.  

Strangely Covid and the local grapevine came to the rescue. 

Someone in the village knew someone who needed hay for 

his cattle as the very dry spell had left him short. The 

Millennium Green had recovered quite well and would make 

good hay. In two short weeks it was cut and dried enough to 

bale and remove. We have to close the green when this is 

happening to keep the hay clean and protect villagers from 

the machinery. 

A good turn for as the gentleman who needed the hay was 

furloughed, so we gave him the hay for his time and labour 

and in return he helped the village to remove the fallen tree 

from Fairfield lane onto the green. It was totally rotten in two 

pieces but will make a home for many bugs, even the one 

that was pushed into the pond. 

The hedges have been tamed again but it gets harder every 

year. The brambles there are very tenacious.  

We are always in need of volunteers; however infrequent we 

would appreciate your support. We try and meet the first 

Saturday of the month and there is always something to do. 

Be it litter picking (some people are clearly not able to see all 

the waste bins, or dog poo bins ) or there is occasional 

'painting' of the fence posts and gates as well as the litter 

bins, as well as more robust work of hedge cutting and sorting 

out the maze and petanque pitch. 

 We remain a select group, not by choice, but welcome new 

helpers so don't hesitate to contact us. Enjoy the open space 

and wildlife but please keep it clean for a good crop of hay 

next year. Keith Leedell 

We wonder when it will be possible for us to meet in the 

Village Hall again in a meaningful way. Older people do find 

it difficult to communicate with ease when speaking through 

masks or face coverings and equally with the challenges of 

hearing, plus the acknowledged anxiety  over catching the 

covid virus when one is at a certain age or has health 

problems of any kind. So, thinking of everyone’s safety and 

comfort we have not met inside since the initial lockdown in 

March. 

We did manage a couple of summer afternoon teas on warm 

days in a garden when the conversation was able to flow, 

there were animated faces and people caught up with all 

the news. 

Now coming towards the end of the calendar year of 2020 

when the mast year of acorns crunch underfoot, golden 

leaves are falling, hedgerow berries of  hawthorn, dogrose 

and holly redden  we can hope that the promised vaccine 

will soon be available.  

We can be grateful that we have warm homes, food to eat, 

telephones to communicate, radios and TVs, books to read, 

jigsaws to frustrate and that at some point in 2021 we will 

meet again. Stay safe. 

Barbara Church, Chairman  
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Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

• Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

• CO alarms and Wireless controls  

• System upgrades and general plumbing  

• New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service mail: jggasplumbing@gmail.com  

   CALL NOW ON:  Tel:   01553 812172 
         Mob: 07973 343926 

Competitively priced generous hardwood firewood loads 

ALSO  A CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE 
All aspects of tree work undertaken  

Hedges Removed   Stump Grinding  

Call  01553 813140 or 07867 764307 
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  
The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in the 

Watlington Post Office Store are donated to local charities.  

Aug 2020 - £ 50 .00    Magdalen Church Medieval Stained  

       Glass Window Restoration Fund  

Sept 2020 - £ 90.00   Watlington Football Club       

Oct 2020  -  £ 55.50    Watlington & Runcton Holme Scouts  

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

Jim would like to extend the distribution area to local  

villages  that use Watlington shop and Post Office and    

probably contribute to the charity box. If you know of a  

worthy cause in Runcton Holme, Tottenhill, Wormegay or 

Magdalen please let us know.  

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club 
What is it? 

Each number costs £1 per month (£12 a year) and is entered 

into a draw each month, which takes place on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at  8pm.        

Each month there are several prizes - 1st Prize £40,  

followed by runner up prizes of £15, £10 and two of £5.                 

Every 4th month the 1st prize is £100. 

The profits from the draw all go to the Village Hall and will 

help to fund several ongoing refurbishment projects. 

There are still numbers available.   

To snap one up please contact Vicky on vling@hotmail.co.uk 

or Sara (Parish Clerk) in the Parish Council Office on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays  Tel: 01553 810777 

Recent Winning Numbers  

You have to be in it to win it! 

 Please Support YOUR Village Hall  

Watlington Village Hall 

It seems we do have some good news to report this      

edition and that is that we took the opportunity in half 

term and during the second lock-down, when the hall 

was not being used, to get someone in to do some 

more painting and refurbishment in the main hall.    

The gents toilets and disability loos have also been    

improved and the paintwork tidied up.  

With our very on-trend colour scheme of grey and 

white the main hall and kitchen is looking much fresher 

and more modern.  

Of course both halls have been closed to all users    

during the second lock-down but please check with 

your group to find out what is happening after          

2nd December.  

Optimistically, the New Year may bring us back to some 

sort of normality and able to enjoy using our wonderful 

Village Hall once more.   Keep safe    BJL 

2020 £100  £40  £15  £10  £5  £5 

August 23 — 199 121 92 116 

Sept — 137 152 92 125 160 

October — 3 192 190 179 40 

2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Scout Group 
Meet at the Scout Hut in Runcton Holme near the school 

Beavers (6-8 year olds) Monday 5:45 to 7:00 pm 

Cubs (8-10½ year olds) Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm 

Scouts (10½-14 year olds) Monday 7:15- 9:00 pm 

Bob Keens: Group Scout Leader 01553 810855 

b.keens@hotmail.com 

Andy Nicol: Scout Section Leader 01553 811201 

andy-nicol@hotmail.co.uk 

The Village Hall AGM will be on Monday 7th  
December. The venue will be either in one of the  
halls or by Zoom, depending upon how and when 
the Covid-19 restrictions are eased. 

Football Club Donation to  

QEH Bereavement Suite Appeal 
Clubs, match officials and supporters of the North West 

Norfolk Football League have donated a total of £1035.04 

to the QEH Bereavement Suite Appeal. Watlington Football 

Club was one of 8 clubs who made additional donations to 

the appeal. 

If you would like to donate please go to the ‘Get Involved’ 

page of the hospital website www.qehkl.nhs.uk. 
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LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 

Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

68 Manor Farm 

Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 

Mobile 07788 188706 

KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 

 



 

27 

Nature Notes with Chris Dyson 
Fifty years ago I managed to purchase three volumes of Henry Stevenson’s ‘Birds  

of Norfolk’ published in the late nineteenth century.  In the front of volume 2 was 

a beautiful colour plate of a Great Bustard.  This striking Turkey sized bird was 

indigenous in Great Britain and present in Norfolk in quite large numbers well into 

the eighteenth century.  They could be seen in flocks, called ‘Droves’ in Norfolk, of 

at least forty individuals and travelled over quite large areas of Norfolk and the 

adjoining county of Suffolk.  Due to changing farming practices and shooting for 

both the table and to supply stuffed bird collections, which were the fashion in the 

nineteenth century, they were finally exterminated from this country.  The last two 

were shot in Norfolk at Dersingham and Lexham in 1838.  

In 1900 an unsuccessful attempt was made to reintroduce them to this country when 17 birds from Spain were released on the 

Elveden estate in Suffolk.  Since 2004 a project has been running on Salisbury Plain which is endeavouring to reintroduce the 

Great Bustard to this country and is having some success.  Occasional migrant birds of this species have visited this country 

from time to time. 

It was therefore a great thrill on recent visits to the Watatunga Wildlife Reserve to be able to see, at last, specimens of this 

magnificent bird.  It was quite amazing to see such a large bird almost disappear when the cock bird just sat down in some tall 

grass and vegetation.  His plumage camouflaged him perfectly and had I not seen him previously I would have been hard put 

to spot him. 

Our usual summer migrants the Swifts, Swallows, House Martins and the various Warblers were with us in reasonable 

numbers.  However, although I heard the Cuckoo more this year than last, they were still not plentiful.  The call of the Turtle 

Dove was missing altogether, and for me that used to be the sound of summer.  The Swifts left us in early August but the 

Swallows and House Martins were still with us in reasonable numbers up until the end of September. 

Even before the summer migrants had left, some of the winter migrants were arriving.  At Welney Wetland Centre on the 26th 

September 44 Whooper Swans had arrived from Iceland.  Whilst on the 28th September 50 Redwing were observed at North 

Runcton and on 11th October large numbers of both Redwing and Fieldfares were seen arriving from Scandinavia.  Also having 

arrived from Scandinavia were 3 Brambling, seen in a garden in Downham Market on 15th October. 

From early summer until well into October, Large and Small White butterflies were busy searching out peoples Cabbages,  

Brussel Sprouts and any other members of the Brassica family in order to lay their eggs.  Meadow Brown and Large Skipper 

butterflies were plentiful on the Angel Field/Millennium Green, where caterpillars of the Buff Tip moth were also observed.   

Other butterflies seen in small numbers in the village during the summer were Comma, Speckled Wood and Small Tortoise-

shell.  The migrant butterflies like the Red Admiral and Painted Lady were in short supply.  Although I saw the occasional  

Red Admiral I did not see a Painted Lady butterfly in the village at all this summer. 

One highlight observation for me was being able to 

watch and photograph a Hummingbird Hawk Moth 

feeding on the flowers of Perpetual Sweet Peas in our 

garden.  Although not a rare moth they are not a 

common species either.  They are a migrant species 

and visit this country from southern Europe in varying 

numbers every year.   

They are a day flying moth and behave just like a 

Hummingbird with rapidly beating wings allowing 

them to hover in front of a flower and use their long 

proboscis to suck up nectar.  They are a fascinating 

species to be able to observe at close quarters. 
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CAM-CLEAN 

Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  
For Free Estimates 

Call Malcolm on  
01366 385802 or 07890872285 

We all look forward to Christmas for different reasons -  

religious, families getting together, sending and receiving 

gifts, or parties. When I worked in the Watlington/ Magdalen 

Road signal box there was one Christmas event I did not look 

forward to. That was travellers falling asleep on the train 

after the office party, missing their stop and jumping off at 

Watlington.  

It was usually the last train leaving them stranded.  I did help 

some but serious drunks were directed to the phone box up 

the road or lights out, lock the door and hide!  

One lost passenger was your typical city gent with expensive 

briefcase and smart coat. He was very sorry to trouble me 

but “Where was he and when was the next train to Ely?”.  

Six o’clock next morning was not the answer he hoped for. 

“Oh dear” he said, not the answer I expected. I made him a 

coffee and as he didn’t have a mobile I let him use my phone 

to call his wife. She took a while to answer and when she did 

I could hear her across the other side of the room. This 

would not end well, but when he finished grovelling and she 

had had a good rant agreed to come and collect him. We 

passed a pleasant forty minutes, trying not to talk about 

trains or office parties. Then a large shiny Mercedes arrived. 

“Oh good, that’s my car and I see my daughter has come as 

well.” His shoulders sagged as he trudged off to get stereo 

ear bashing from wife and daughter all the way back to Ely. 

Another lost passenger was very different. I didn’t know he 

was there until I heard banging and cursing from the BT 

phone attached to the signal box. A common occurrence as 

it only took prepaid cards not cash. I thought I would let him 

cool down a bit before offering help. That didn’t take long as 

it was actually freezing, (You can tell when the overhead 

wires spark with trains passing.)  

Did he want help? “Yes please” was the reply and when he 

came into the box he was shaking - no surprise with only a 

denim jacket for a coat. When he had thawed out he used 

my phone, no signal on his mobile, to call his girlfriend. He 

was sure she would get him as she was using his car for 

transport. She eventually answered and after much grovel-

ling I thought he had cracked it, but the conversation 

continued with him agreeing to something. He used words 

like no problem, of course I do, if it’s what you really want. 

There was serious bargaining going on here by the girl 

friend. When he put the phone down he didn’t look happy. 

Just what had he agreed to? A big wedding, new puppy, 

mother-in-law to stay, season ticket to Spurs? Best not to 

ask. Girlfriend arrived looking very smug and took him home 

to Ely again. 

The ultimate missing the last train was on Christmas Eve. 

I was working the last shift before shutting the box up for 

Christmas when services finish early, some by six o’clock, 

to allow trains and drivers to get to home depots. I saw a 

youth pacing up and down on the platform for Downham 

Market, looking at his watch and the timetable repeatedly. 

He saw me and came to ask when the next train was. This 

was Saturday and I must admit I did enjoy saying that 

“Well, that would be Tuesday.”  He was stunned for a few 

seconds then said “But I came on the train”. The logic of 

youth. He managed to call someone to collect him 

probably dragged from a Christmas party.  

So all you party travellers, check the timetable for Christ-

mas whenever we have one this year.  Seasons greetings. 

Keith Leedell 

The Last Train 
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Watlington Preschool 

Watlington Young Players 

Watlington Players 

Well, I am happy to say that WYPS are back!!  So maybe we 

are not operating in our usual way but we are back! 

Since September we have been running workshops in groups 

of under 15 per group. And the members have been safe  

distancing during these.  We have been taking part in drama 

games, mime games and latterly aping television  

programmes such as cooking shows, chat shows and adverts. 

The next half term we are hoping to start singing again. As 

we are unable to hold our usual mini-fair in aid of Children in 

Need, some of our members are thinking of how they can 

fundraise at home. They are using their imagination to see 

what ways they can raise funds connected with their age.   

I shall report back next issue! 

We still have our proposed show ‘Alice In Wonderland’ in 

mind and are hoping to present it next summer assuming 

we can start rehearsing all together by the Spring. 

Thank you to the members who have been taking part in 

our activities with enthusiasm and thank you to the helpers 

who are gradually getting used to working with visors. 

It remains for me to say we hope you all have a Merry Christ-

mas in spite of all the restrictions we are experiencing at the 

moment, you stay safe and we look forward to 2021 with 

confidence and resolve! 

All good wishes 

Penny Cooke 

We hope everyone has been keeping well during these 

strange times and look forward to resuming rehearsals and 

shows again next year. We are hoping to perform Allo Allo in 

June and Carrie in October.  

In the meantime we will host a Midwinter Madness event to 

be viewed on our Facebook page with some seasonal perfor-

mances from our members. This will be aired on Saturday 

19th December, 7.30pm.  

We look forward to seeing you again soon.  

The Watlington Players 

www.watlingtonplayers.com 

www.facebook.com/watlingtonplayers 

A new school year is now well under way and I nearly put 

“unfortunately” first but I changed my mind. It’s so easy at 

the moment to focus on the negative things but we have lots 

of things to be positive and grateful about.  

We have a full register of amazing returning children plus a 

group of new starters who are back into the swing of learn-

ing, developing and having fun and this is all happening in 

spite of the continuing Covid issues.  Our children don’t 

question about washing/gelling hands, standing in a queue 

to come in or as I write this, not being able to take art pro-

jects home. They just do what children do best!!!! 

We have been busy doing lots of exciting things in our 

sessions including planting bulbs and winter flowers, making 

bird food to put in our garden, raking and sweeping a whole 

field full of leaves, making Poppies for Remembrance Day 

and now getting ready for the festive season. 

We are now used to having many things a little differently 

including having “virtual parties” which has been great fun. 

We had a spooky party at Halloween and watched and 

joined in with an entertainer on our screens at home doing 

interactive stories, games, magic etc. And what a fantastic 

effort from the Watlington villagers who took part in our 

Halloween trail. So much effort decorating and making their 

houses and gardens look spooky to help with some fundrais-

ing. Thank you all so much.  

At the time of going to press we don’t quite know what form 

our Christmas celebrations will take but there will be lots of 

traditional things like decorating the mobile, singing festive 

songs and we will be making sure we don’t forget our friends 

at High Haven Care Home who have missed seeing the 

children so much this year. We will be making a video for 

them and hoping sending them something special too.  

Lastly a HUGE thank you to the Gossip Magazine who have 

donated funds to us to replace our completely worn out 

Tablets.  

We have 3 new brilliant ones that the children use for 

playing educational games and the staff use to take 

photos and update the children’s on line learning journals.  

It was getting so frustrating not to have reliable tech equip-

ment and now it just brilliant to have lovely new ones.  

So from all of us - Caroline, the Blue Team and all the 

children, we hope you are able to enjoy the Festive Season 

and we will all look forward to seeing you on the other side. 

Here’s to 2021!!!!!   

[Photos p.35] 
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Watlington Football Club 

A warm hello to everyone, at the time of writing we are about to enter another lockdown I would like to wish that everyone 

stays safe. We started the season knowing at some stage that interruption was inevitable, but we have been lucky that teams 

have been able to enjoy 7-8 weeks of football with very few games across the club being postponed for Covid. We are hoping 

that we return in December. 

Under 9’s 7V7 Format (Non-Competitive): They league has proved difficult for the first 5 games the top division brings new 

challenges but in the last couple of weeks the team have started to find their feet and relishing the challenge ahead. You can 

see they are enjoying their time on the football field and I hope it will continue when they return. 

Under 11’s 7V7 Format (Non-Competitive): Another side who were placed in the top division proving another challenge for 

the coaches and players. Having played 7 games, it has been a tough start but this will only allow the team to learn, with two 

new coaches at the helm this will allow them time to settle in and find a balance. 

Under 13’s 11V11 Format (Competitive): Having moved to a very competitive league the team are just finding their feet in an 

interrupted season so far having only played 4 games it has been difficult to get in to a rhythm but I am sure that will return. 

P4 W2 D1 L1. 

Under 14’s Yellow 11V11 Format (Competitive): Having played only 4 games they are improving weekly and they are  

thoroughly enjoying the season so far. The team have really gelled this season and have competed in every game and it will 

not be long until the first win arrives. P4 W0 D2 L2 

Men’s Reserves 11V11 Format (Competitive): They have had a great start and are really playing some very fluid football in 

their 2nd season they are starting to get a settled side and this is now showing big positives. They currently sit top of the league. 

P6 W5 D1 L0.   

Men’s First 11V11 Format (Competitive): Another side who have started very well and also sit top of the league. Having a 

settled side has really helped and all the players are working as a team. There is more to come and the return will hopefully  

see them really push on. P6 W5 D0 L1. 

Season So Far  

It has been a really solid start from all our teams in what has been a difficult year for everyone involved. We are hoping that 

we are able to return to football in December but only if it is safe for all involved. 

Sponsorship  

We would like to thank our sponsors who without we would truly struggle. The Swaffham Advertiser, The Downham Market 

Advertiser, British Sugar, Timpson’s, Rob and Marina Murfitt, Osborne And Kent, Officescape, Resin Design Ltd and  

East Solutions, Rodwell’s Fish, Chips and Age care Eastern and Jack Langford (Jacks).  We are always on the lookout for  

sponsors so if you know of any person or business that would like to donate please get in contact with the below contact.  

Anything from match balls to kit would be greatly appreciated. 

I want to say a huge thank you to the committee for all their hard work in getting the club Covid friendly, all the volunteer’s 

who at the weekend sanitize all the equipment as per FA guidelines. I hope you all stay safe and we can see you all soon. 

Please find links below for Fixtures 

Mid Norfolk: U9’s Amber, U11’s Division 1, U14’s Division 2: https://fulltime-league.thefa.com/Index.do?league=9963203 

Norfolk Youth Combined: U13, s Championship:  https://fulltime-league.thefa.com/Index.do?league=303322696 

North West Norfolk Saturday League: Reserves Division 3, First X1 Division 2:  https://fulltime-league.thefa.com/Index.do?

league=1051983 

We are also on the lookout for coaches and players for U7, U8, U9 teams.  

Also, players for the current teams. If you are interested please contact myself below. 

Thank you. 

Nathan McDonald: nathanmcdonald36@aol.com 

(See also Page 25) 
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On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  

and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£40 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   

 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 

For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  

Agricultural and Domestic Work 

Telephone:  01553 811091 
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A History of Watlington Railway Station 
Watlington railway station opened on the 26th October 1846 as part of the Lynn and Ely  

Railway Company.  Due to financial difficulties it was taken over by the East Anglian Railway, 

then the Eastern Counties Railway and finally became part of the Great Eastern Railway.   

The name of the station was changed to Magdalen Road on 1st June 1875.  The station was 

closed on 9th September 1968 as part of the rail closures proposed by Dr Beeching. It would 

have remained closed if it wasn’t for a group of Watlington villagers who successfully lobbied 

for it to be reopened, which happened on 5th May 1975, still with the name of Magdalen 

Road.  The station reverted to its original name of Watlington on the 3rd October 1989 . 

When the station first opened it was in open countryside as Watlington village was mainly 

around the church, along  Downham and Fen Roads.  In 1845 the population of Watlington 

was 502. By 1931 it had only increased to 583.  Nevertheless Watlington/Magdalen Road 

station was a busy one as in 1848 a branch line from Watlington to Wisbech was opened.  

The bridge spanning the relief channel at Magdalen which carried this line can still be seen today.  This meant that much of the 

produce, both animal and vegetable from a large area passed through Watlington.  This was in addition to the human passen-

gers and the increasing amount of mail being sent due to the introduction of the ‘Penny Post’ introduced in 1840. 

The coming of the railways although good for many people was not good for everybody.  In ‘The History of the Borough of 

Kings Lynn’ by H.J. Hillen with regard to the coming of the railway he states that, “More than half of the eighty “carriers” with 

their cumbersome tilted vans, discovered with inexpressible dismay, that their occupation was irrevocably gone”.  Also many 

of the small ships which had transported grain and other goods  from the port of Lynn to other ports were now redundant as 

the sacks of grain and other goods could now be put on to rail trucks and taken quickly to other parts of the country. 

However the railways also provided new jobs as each station was staffed by a number of people.  Unlike today when apart 

from someone in the signal box, the station is unmanned.  In the early twentieth century  Magdalen Road station had a 

resident Station Master, three Porters, a Crossing Gate Keeper and a Signal Man and they were all kept busy.  Where today’s 

passengers park their vehicles in the station yard this and the area next to it was where the cattle sheds and pens were.  

A Magdalen man, Arthur Randell, who worked at Magdalen Road station from 1918 to 1921 said that when on duty, amongst 

other jobs, he would have to unload 500 to 600 sheep from 15 or 20 wagons.  That daily they would have cattle to load and 

unload.  That milk was delivered to the station twice a day which had to be loaded on to the trains.  Coal for the office, waiting 

room, porter’s room, signal box, crossing keepers hut and the station master’s free allowance had to be unloaded.  Rape seed 

oil for the signal lamps, crossing gate lamps, office and waiting room lamps was delivered in 40 gallon casks (182 litres) five at a 

time. Some of this oil would be ‘borrowed’ by local residents for their cycle lamps to clean their bicycles and garden tools and 

pig keepers ‘borrowed’ it to rub behind their pigs ears to kill the lice that were difficult to get to.  

The lamps had to be collected, cleaned, the wicks trimmed and filled with the oil.  The signal lamps were cleaned one a week 

but the crossing gate, office and waiting room lamps were done on a daily basis.  The platforms had to be kept clean and tidy 

and goods had to be barrowed from one platform to the other depending on the destination that the goods were to go to.   

Trays of fruit, fish, vegetables, mail bags as well as passengers luggage all had to be man-handled on and off trains.  One rather 

unpleasant cargo that had to be loaded on to the train from Magdalen Road was cart loads of three-hundredweight (152kg) 

casks of dog dung delivered twice a year from Watlington Hall.  These originated from the large pack of hounds owned by  

Mr Birch the owner of the hall.  This strange load was destined for the Tanneries. 

Watlington was also where the first railway accident in Norfolk occurred, on 28th December 1846 when the crossing gate  

keeper Thomas Mickleson was struck by a train and killed. Sadly, Thomas was not the only fatality at Watlington as on Tuesday 

May 10th 1920 another crossing gate keeper George Woodhouse was struck by the Hunstanton to Liverpool Street train and 

died from his injuries.  George managed to save the crossing gates but lost his life in doing so. 

So the next time those of you who use Watlington station are standing on the platform maybe you will think about how times 

have changed since the early days of the station.  Maybe you will be able to imagine how busy Magdalen Road station was and 

the hard physical work that staff in those early days carried out on a daily basis. 

                         Chris Dyson 
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 Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 

Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF  

01366 502165 / 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr J Bellamy     07771 755233  jabbazxr@gmail.com  

Mr A Culy       07885 990624 antony_culy@hotmail.com 

Mrs R Davidson   07776 367036 reaandbarry@aol.com 

Mrs J Golding    01553 811362   jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Mrs S Sheldon    07824 353555   sarahholmes8019@hotmail.com 

Mrs B Leedell   01553 810848   kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr T Palmer    07919 033943   timpalmer73@aol.com  

Mr A Prior     01553 810863   cllrprior@gmail.com 

(3 vacancies) 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Jim Bhondi  07542 229013/01553 810263 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long  01945 430169 

MP: Elizabeth Truss: 01842 766155  

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency: (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy: 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Preschool: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: Contact through Facebook  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Village Hall Website: www.watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk.com 

Village Hall Email: watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk@gmail.com 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant:  01553  811588 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Watlington Garage: 01553 811748 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 105 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Facebook Directory 

We have drawn together a list of local Facebook community sites 
known to us. Not on the list? Contact us through our Facebook 
page! 

Watlington Village People (Norfolk) - issues and events   

Watlington Gossip 

Watlington WI 

Watlington Sports & Social club 

The Angel Watlington  

Watlington Grand Village Fete 

Watlington Lottery  

Local Library Services  
All Library Service are currently suspended until 2nd 

December. More information at www.norfolk.gov.uk. 

Benefits and Advice Team 
We are available to help people complete the following 

forms: 

Housing and Council Tax Benefit – means tested benefit 

Discretionary Housing Payment; Attendance Allowance; 

Disability Living Allowance; Pension Credit 

Carers Allowance 

You can contact us directly via our freephone Welfare  

Benefits Hotline on 0800 731 2253. Telephone queries are 

dealt with between 8.45am - 5.15pm Monday to Thursday 

and 8.45am - 4.45pm on Friday's 

Alternatively you can email us at any time to request a visit 

or ask for advice: 

revenuesvisitingteam@west-norfolk.gov.uk.  

Covid-19 News.   It is now looking unlikely that the Café 

can resume before January 2021.  Please keep safe until 

we can all meet again.  

Considering advertising in the Gossip? 

Over 1200 copies of the Gossip are distributed in  

Watlington four times a year and a digital version is available 

on the Watlington website www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk . 

For further information contact Brenda Leedell  

watgossipads@gmail.com or 01553 810848 

Advertising rates on Page 4 
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The Gossip Photo Gallery 

Rea Davidson’s Food Table  
7 Fen Road 

New Trod across Meadows Green 

Celebrating VE Day at Home 

Rea’s Food table in 

Fen Road (Page 23) 

Cllr Brenda Leedell 

Cllr  Jean Golding 

Cllr  Sara Sheldon 

Cllr  James Bellamy 

Parish Clerk Sara Porter 

Preschool with their new tablets 
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