Natalie May
01366 385854

Our Treatments are covered by
Health Care Insurers
Ask about our Home Visit Service
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Welcome to the Spring 2020 Edition

Thoughts on Easter

Our theme for this issue has been ‘Easter Treats’. So as a
contribution to this theme I’m not going to write a lengthy
editorial. Instead here are a couple of images.

Easter is a time for fun
Warmer days, perhaps some sun
Winter’s over, Spring is here

Enjoy the magazine!

Another time for family cheer.
Easter egg hunts, the Easter bunny
Painted eggs that look so funny
Yellow bunting, chicks abound

The Basket of Flower
Faberge Egg. The Egg,
23cm high, was made for
Tsar Nicholas II in 1901.
It is now owned by the
Royal Collection.
Value: Priceless

Spring flowers adorn the ground.
Chocolate eggs that cost a lot

A must for all, from gran to tot
Wait within their cardboard nest Which one will you like the best?
Easter-a time of joy and rebirth
When Spring and warmth return to earth.
And mankind has long had reason
To celebrate this special season.
But-also remember a young man died

A chocolate Easter Egg,
one of millions enjoyed
over the holiday period.
Value: Priceless

Divine or not, for each to decide
Simply for preaching be kind and nice
If only we’d listened to his advice.
For a world free of hatred’s thrall
We be the greatest treat of all.
Elaine Carpenter

The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by
volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for
its continued funding. The committee does not accept any
responsibility for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or
advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor
does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints
expressed by our contributors in articles or other items
published in these pages.

Watlington Gossip
Published by The Volunteer Committee of
Watlington Community Magazine

Your Editorial Team
Editor
Colin Vince
01553 769171; watgossipeditor@gmail.com

Guidance Notes for Contributors
Please keep your articles to around 500 words (1/2 page) or
1000 words (full page). This will be reduced by about 125
words if a photograph or drawing is to be included. Please
send photographs and advertisements in jpg format. Sorry,
we do not accept ‘advertising features’ or insert adverts.

Advertising
Brenda Leedell
01553 810848; watgossipads@gmail.com
Deputy Editor
Brian Rogers
01553 813090; cmotdbrian@gmail.com
Jean Golding (Chairman)
01553 811362; jean@goldings.biz

Front Cover
The Gossip Team
Copyright remains with the individual
Printed by Clanpress Ltd

Andy Prior
01553 810863; apriorgossip@gmail.com

Deadline for the Next Issue
The deadline for Issue 86 of the Gossip is
1st May for publication by 1st June 2020

Website and Distribution
Keith Leedell
01553 810848; watlingtonnorfolk@gmail.com

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk
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Village News and Views
Dear Gossip Team
On behalf of everyone at Watlington Football Club, we
would like to say thank you for the very kind sponsorship
you have provided for the club over last few months.
You very kindly sponsored our Child Welfare Officers,
their jackets and shirts and now you have helped out our
youngest youth side, the under 8's with a handsome
donation that will do them well for new kit and perhaps
some equipment.
When the team have their new items, we will be sure to
take photos so you can see the Watlington Gossip proudly
advertised.
Kindest Regards
Vicky - Watlington FC Secretary
Dear Watlington Gossip
Watlington Church would like to thank all the generous
people who contribute to the charity box in Watlington Post
Office Stores. Watlington Church was the beneficiary from
the box in December, kindly delivered by Brenda Leedell.
Thank you too, to Jim and Ann, June and all the staff who
provide a really helpful, long opening hours village shop for
Watlington and surrounding area. It is all very much
appreciated.
Barbara Church and John Murfitt
Churchwardens

Advertising Rates for one year (4 issues)
1/16th page £35; 1/8th page £55; 1/4 page £80
1215 copies distributed each quarter
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Village News and Views
A Neighbourhood Plan for Watlington

Village Fete News

Would you be interested in joining a steering group to create
a Neighbourhood Plan for the village?

The organising of the 2020 Watlington Grand Village Fete on
Saturday 13th June has now commenced. Now in its 9th
year, the Fete has become an established popular event on
the Village calendar and we hope you will find this one
equally enjoyable.

The Parish Council has recently given the go-ahead for a
Neighbourhood Plan for Watlington, and is now looking for
people to join a steering group to help develop it.

This year we are looking to have bouncy castles and an
inflatable assault course to add more variety to the day
alongside our ever-popular Dog Show and main arena
displays. Also, we are continuing with the success of last
year by using the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on the
Recreation Ground, with sports related activities for all
ages and abilities.

A neighbourhood plan is a community-led plan which is
focused on the needs of the neighbourhood and allows the
community to specify what they expect from development.
Basically, it's about the use and development of land, and
provides the village community with the opportunity to
decide where growth does and doesn't occur. Once ‘made’,
the plan sits alongside the Borough’s Local Plan and carries
the same weight in the decision-making process. Even while
it’s still being 'made', it may be a material consideration in
planning decisions.

A further part of the day’s event will be the variety of stalls
along with our usual car boot sale, please contact us on
watlington-fete@mail.com or 07858 663872 if you wish to
book a place for the day or require further details.

The plan can't promote less development than that formally
identified in the Local Plan (which is currently under review)
but it can set out the community’s vision for the area and
include overall aims for future development. The plan can
be wide-ranging, or just deal with one or two issues, for
example identifying and designating Local Green Space.
Plans usually take about two years to complete, and
someone from the Borough will be on hand to give advice
throughout.

We also have our grand prize draw, with the proceeds
helping local groups and charities. If you are part of a local
group and wish to be considered for a donation then please
contact us by the 20th March on the above contact details.
Last year Watlington Grand Village Fete raised enough
money to help support schemes run by the Millennium
Green Trust, Village Hall, Watlington Pre-School and the
Multi Use Game Area.
Allison Bingham, Secretary

It's an interactive process of preparing the plan, evidence
gathering and engaging with the community. Therefore if
you have skills, experience or knowledge in any of the
following, they would be useful :

WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE
Vacancies for Parish Councillors

Reading maps or plans
Talking to people from bodies such as
the Borough Council, Highways, etc
Data analysis
Understanding documents such as the National
Planning Policy Framework and the Government’s
Planning Practice Guidance
Delivering flyers
Housing
Transport
Other planning issues
Ecology
History of Watlington
Architecture
If you’re interested in joining the group, please email
watlingtonplan@outlook.com. There’s a helpful webpage
with lots more information on Neighbourhood Plans at
neighbourhoodplanning.org/.
The Watlington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

Would you like to have input into
important decisions that make a
difference in your village?
Yes?
Apply to become a Parish Councillor
The Parish Council currently has four vacancies for
Parish Councillors to bring the Council up to their
allocated number of eleven.
If you are interested or would like further information
please contact the Parish Clerk.
Contact details are on page 34.
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Scouts Trash the Trash Day Saturday 2nd of May 2020
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington
Beaver, Cub and Scout Sections will
be taking part in the Global Scouts
Trash the Trash Day on Saturday 2nd
May 2020 from 10 am to 2 pm.

Runcton Holme and will hold a BBQ on completion. During
the event there will also be a scavenger hunt and litter bingo
with prizes for the winning teams.
www.scoutstrashthetrashday.org

This is an International Messengers of
Peace project for Scouts around the
world, where each Scout is challenged to bring a friend or
family member along and pick up at least 1Kg (2.2 lbs) of
trash each on the first Saturday in May. We will be concentrating on the villages of Runcton Holme and Watlington

www.scouts.org.uk
#SkillsForLife
For further information please contact:
Bob Keens GSL or Andy Nicol, Scout Section Leader 2nd
Runcton Holme & Watlington Scout Group, 29 School Road,
Runcton Holme, Norfolk, PE33 0AN or
Andy-Nicol@hotmail.co.uk

The idea for Scouts Trash the Trash Day came from the
Scouts of Troop 1206 in Helena (Montana) USA, after
realizing that although there are several days throughout
the year that Scouts do the same thing on the same day;
days like Jamboree on the Trail, Trees for the World & World
Neckerchief Day, there was not a day for Scouts to get
together and clean up their communities.

Watlington Quarry
Representatives from Frimstone, Mr Peter Larwood,
Planning & Estates Surveyor, and Mr John Gough, Director
of Planning, attended the Parish Council meeting in January
to provide details of a forthcoming planning application for
a proposed continuation and extension at Watlington Quarry
known in the Norfolk Minerals & Waste Local Plan as
MIN 206.

Scouts are asked to bring a non-scout with them on this
day of service in order to double the impact of their trash
cleaning effort.
Scouts Trash the Trash Day is about more than just cleaning
our planet, it is a day to show the World what Scouting is
about, educate individuals about Scouting and recruit new
boys, girls and adults into the Scouting movement.

Mr Larwood reported that the proposals were to increase
the current quarry site by a further 12 hectares, using the
existing site access with only a small increase in vehicular
movement to and from the site.

Litter may not always be at the forefront of people’s minds
in our busy modern world, however statistics – and sometimes a quick glance at the area around you – show that we
really do need to take action on this growing problem
in the UK.

The big changes would be to bring in 800,000 cubic metres
of imported inert materials to restore the site, enhance the
agricultural land and bring more biodiversity to the site.
The aim would be to quarry 800,000 tonnes of sand and
gravel and look at the underlying clay for engineering
projects in the area. It is anticipated that the site would be
quarried for a further 11 years if approved.

It is suggested by Keep Britain Tidy that 57% of people in our
country believe that litter is a problem in their area but it is
people who cause the problem in the first place. Clearing up
the litter dropped in the streets and green spaces in England
alone is costing the UK taxpayer £1 billion a year. This is
money which could be much better spent on public services
such as the NHS.

The Wildlife Park would not be affected by the site. Working
times would remain the same at 7.00am–5.00pm Monday to
Friday and 7.00am–1.00pm on Saturdays. It was noted that
the landowner was in agreement to the proposals.

There are not just direct costs involved with the dropping of
litter, the RSPCA receives around 7000 calls a year regarding
animals that have been injured by litter; this includes pets
as well as wildlife! Something needs to change – we need to
stop dropping litter!

Mr Gough confirmed that the full planning application was
due to be submitted to Norfolk County Council in February/
March 2020. He reported that although the application
would be submitted under the name of Frimstone, Mick
George had acquired the entire company in March 2018.

Please feel free to come along and support your local Scout
Group on this community related activity. The event will run
from 10am to 2 pm We will be serving hot and cold drinks
during the event at our HQ located on School Road,

It was noted that Mick George operated a Community Fund
for areas in close proximity to their landfill sites and
Watlington would be eligible to make an application for a
grant, subject to the eligibility criteria.
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Qualified
Chiropodist

Registered

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch A.
Clinic: 15b Blackfriars Street, King's Lynn. PE30 1NN

Tel: 01366 388839
Mob: 07919 025261 / 07767 616793
Home visits available in the Downham Market,
King's Lynn and surrounding areas
up to approximately 25 mile radius.

St Marys Bed and Breakfast

S. K. SERVICES

St Marys Lodge, Church Road
Wiggenhall St Mary, King’s Lynn, PE34 3EH
4 star accommodation
in comfortable and peaceful surroundings
Fully Ensuite Rooms
WiFi
Safe Car Parking
Contact Simon or Scilla Ash
Tel: 01553 617469
Mob: 0777 165 8422
scillaash@hotmail.co.uk
www.stmarysbandb.co.uk

Gardening - design and landscaping
Patios Decking Ponds
Fencing - domestic and security
Painting and Decorating
Interior/Exterior
Tel: 0771 2893277email:
skservices66@gmail.com
J & J TREE SERVICES LTD
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE
CONTRACTORS

Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling
Hedge Management, Site Clearance
Stump Grinding/Removal
Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered
Fully Insured/Fully Qualified
Free Quotations

Office: 01485 600647
Mobile 07930718183
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Community Primary School News
“Growing and Learning Together”
“Everything in moderation!”

KIDS BINGO

How many times have we been told this! There are so many
things we may like to indulge in particularly around
Christmas and now Easter. One of those has to be most
people’s favourite – Chocolate!

WATLINGTON VILLAGE HALL
THURSDAY 16TH APRIL 1-3PM
£3 PER CHILD

At Easter the shops are filled with so many treats; including
chocolate bunnies and eggs. They are so tempting but we
have to be careful that too much can make us feel a little
unwell. Eggs of course are the symbol of Easter and come in
so many options; white, milk, dark, organic, filled or solid
chocolate.

(INCLUDES 5 GAMES OF BINGO, SNACK & DRINK)
REFRESHMENTS ON SALE FOR ADULTS

There’s nothing wrong with chocolate of course – as long it’s
in moderation and as part of a balanced diet. Too much of
one thing or another can make the food we eat boring, or
tasteless or even make us lose our appetite. We also don’t
want anything which in turn can make us unhealthy.

PRESCHOOL & KEY STAGE 1
NO UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN

This year, there has been so much more emphasis on a
broad and balanced curriculum in schools. As much as
English and Mathematics are important, we need to make
sure our children have a wide variety of subjects for a
healthy “diet”. Ofsted talk about a “broad range of subjects”
to be taught, and that includes their entitlement for RE, PE,
RSE as well as the subjects you would expect. There is also
more emphasis on both knowledge and skills.

(OLDER CHILDREN WELCOME, JUST BE AWARE GAMES
ARE AIMED AT YOUNGER CHILDREN)

EVENT HOSTED BY WATLINGTON PRESCHOOL
CHARITY NUMBER: 1133641

It is said that many of our children will enter jobs and careers
that haven’t even been invented yet. So, we have to give
them the knowledge and skills to enable them to succeed in
future learning and employment. Skills such as presenting,
leadership, problem solving, aiming high.
This year, the school is working with a programme called
Skillsbuilder which focuses on these skills and are transferable and used in all walks of life. This term two classes will
be lucky enough to take part in one of the Skillsbuilder
activity days which will allow the children to use all of these
skills and makes a link between the skills built up in school
and the working world. Then in the summer not only are
Year 5 and 6 attending our bi-annual trip to Hilltop but we
are looking forward to finishing
the year with a Skillsbuilder challenge day for the whole
school. We are hoping that this will be a culmination of the
year of learning but also great fun too.

NO Allotment Vacancies
There are no plots available to rent on the
allotment sites at the time of going to press.
However, please contact the Parish Clerk if you
would like to be on the waiting list.

There are so many opportunities out in the world that are in
the grasp of our children. The world is full of amazing experiences, let us make sure they are prepared for them – in
moderation of course!
Ruth McGlone Headteacher
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CAM-CLEAN
Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned
For Free Estimates

Call Malcolm on
01366 385802 or 07890872285
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Watlington Church News

Church Services
The monthly rota of Church Services in our cluster of four
churches Watlington, Runcton Holme, Wormegay and
Tottenhill continues as follows:

Dear Reader
Albert Henry Ross was born in 1881 in Worcestershire,
where his father had various businesses operating from
Birmingham. Albert worked for Lever Brother until 1910,
then joined advertising agents Benson of Kingsway where he
managed the printing department before becoming a
director in 1936.

First Sunday Runcton Holme 9.30am
Second Sunday Watlington 11am
Third Sunday Wormegay 11am
Fourth Sunday Tottenhill 9.30am

In 1916 he enlisted in the Royal Flying Corps serving as an
instructor in aerial bombing as well as working in the general
administration of the Air Ministry’s Directorate of Intelligence (also known as MI7)
Today, Albert Ross is best known today for his book Who
Moved the Stone? It was was first published in 1930 and has
been repeatedly reprinted as well as translated into several
languages.

Fifth Sunday March 29th 11am Watlington
First Thursday of month 10am Runcton Holme

Special Services
Mothering Sunday March 22nd 11am Tottenhill
Palm Sunday 5th April 9.30am Runcton Holme

Holy Week

The book analyses biblical texts about the events around the
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Ross was skeptical regarding the resurrection of Jesus and set out to analyse
the sources and to write a short paper to demonstrate the
apparent myth. However, in compiling his notes, he came to
be convinced of the truth of the resurrection, and set out his
reasoning in his book.
T S Eliot who was on the editorial board member at Faber &
Faber, read the manuscript and was so enthusiastic about it
that he recommended that Faber & Faber publish the book.
It was released in time for Lent 1930.

Monday 6th April 7pm Agape Meal Fincham 7pm
Maundy Thursday April 9th 7pm Watlington
Good Friday April 10th 3pm Stow Bardolph
Easter Sunday April 12th 11am Watlington with
Bishop Dagmar Winter, Bishop of Huntingdon
Easter Sunday afternoon Watlington treasure trail 3pm
with easter eggs and teas
After Easter there will be a service every Sunday
in Watlington Church at 11am.

One reviewer at the time remarked that he picked the book
up "under the impression that it was a detective story" and
found that the case for the resurrection was "treated in such
a logical and even legal manner."
This Easter, why not come and discover this wonderful story
yourself?
Yours prayerfully,
David Karoon

Easter Treats
Easter would seem such fun
Eating eggs one by one.
Cream eggs that are rather small,
And large ones that are very tall.

Church Diary Dates

Chocolate bunnies with great big ears
Making them last amongst the tears.

21st March Big Breakfast in the Village Hall
( The day before Mothering Sunday so why not treat
mums to a lovely breakfast)

Cut a slice of chocolate cake,
Shrug off the thoughts of ripple flake.

12th April Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday afternoon in the church

Animal shapes come by the score,

8th,9th 10th May Flower Festival in the Church
(Come and celebrate V.E. Day with us)

I eat a few and then some more.

7th June Open Gardens
(If anybody willing to open their garden for the afternoon
please contact one of the churchwardens)

I really do have to watch my weight.

And now they're eaten,it's too late

John Reynolds
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info@ojwservices.co.uk

Tel: 01553 390428 Mob: 07810653784

For all aspects of Carpentry, Joinery and made to
measure furniture call Martyn on 07903 238233
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Watlington Players
Reading Dates
Thursday 16th,
Sunday 19th,
Thursday 23rd
and auditions on
Sunday 26th
April 2020.

We are very excited to announce we have the rights to this
dramatic, emotional and gothic musical, perfect for
Halloween night. There is a fantastic cast of characters,
and the ensemble also make a huge contribution to the
show. We hope you will spread the word and come along to
our readings to find out more.

Based on the hugely popular TV comedy series, the stage
version of 'Allo 'Allo, follows the adventures of Rene, the
hapless cafe owner in war-torn occupied France, as he and
his with, Edith, struggle to keep for themselves a priceless
portrait stolen by the Nazis and kept in a sausage in the
cellar. Rene is hiding two British Airmen and is endeavouring,
with the help of the Resistance, to repatriate them.
However, communications with London through a wireless
disguised as a cockatoo add to the many embarrassments he
endures in the company of his patrons. Matters come to a
head with the news that the Fuhrer is to visit the town and
the cafe becomes filled with tricksters intending to impersonate Hitler before the event. Rene will need all the wit he
can muster to save his cafe and his life......!

Watlington Young Players
We raised the amazing amount of £447 for Children In Need
at our mini-fete in November. I am continually astounded
by the amount that we raise on these occasions. Thank you
to everyone who came and supported us, to the parents
who baked, our regular team of helpers and also the young
members of our group who excitedly organised the games.
Well done everybody.
We are into rehearsals for our next production Disney’s
Alice in Wonderland Jr. The show has been cast and we are
all looking forward to an exciting production on Saturday
and Sunday 27th and 28th June. Please come along and
support the Young Players.
Thank you so much to the Village Shop and customers for
the donation of £73.50. This will be put to good use in
buying further equipment needed for staging our shows.
Like all dramatic societies we are constantly in need of help
with backstage activities, be it creating props, painting,
making scenery, wardrobe and chaperoning. If any of you
would be interested in helping us and our ‘parent’ company
the Watlington Players, please get in touch.
Our waiting list continues to grow. So if your child is not yet
7 but you think would like to be part of us in the future,
please contact me as there might not be a space available at
the time they are old enough and they may have to wait for
a year or even more!
You can contact me on 01553 810732 or
watdance@talktalk.net
Penny Cooke
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Your Parish Council News
22 October 2019 Parish Council Meeting

 The Council approved the BCL&WN Licence and £30 fee
for the relocation of the litter bin in Britton Close to the
Stiffkey Close green, the work being done by the
Community Payback team.

 At a Borough Council meeting a question was raised
regarding the proposed 4000 homes in West Winch. If the
development was approved it could alleviate the numbers
of houses required elsewhere in the borough. The next
stage of the Local Plan Review would be early 2020.

 Two members of public raised objections to the dog bin
standing on the small green area near to 75 Fen Road.
The Council declined to move the bin, but it would be
monitored during the summer of 2020.

 It was reported that YMCA Norfolk had completed a
successful summer pop up youth provision at the
Watlington Sports & Social Club, averaging 25 attendees
each week. The project would restart in November in the
village hall. To support this, it was agreed to provide
funding for hire charges of £16.70 per session up to 31st
March 2020 and if the project is a success further funding
would be considered for approval from April 2020. (The

 All allotment plots are occupied, with five parishioners on
the waiting list.

 The Council has contracted Treelink to carry out the
Recreation Ground hedge trimming and tree trimming on
the Meadows Green at a cost of £900 (No VAT).

project was reported in the Winter 2019 Gossip.)

 The Council has contracted K&M Lighting Services to

 Under the Parish Partnership Scheme 2020/2021 a

relocate the 30mph flashing speed sign in Thieves Bridge
Road to the junction of Mill Road at a cost of £70 + £14
VAT (total £84).

quotation from Highways for a trod in Mill Lane was
awaited.

26 November 2019 Parish Council Meeting

 The Council agreed to submit a bid for £3,050 + £610 VAT
(total £3,660) (split 50/50 between the Parish Council and
the County Council) for a SAM2 sign with data collection
for the 2020/2021 Parish Partnership Scheme. A response
is awaited from Highways to a quotation request for double
yellow lines on the junctions in John Davis Way .

 Borough Cllr Bhondi reported that there was currently
£800,000 unallocated funds in the Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) fund which needed to be spent by
April 2020. Parish and Town Councils were being asked
to consider infrastructure projects in their areas.

 The Thieves Bridge Road SAM2 data has been

 Following advice from a Borough Council Planning officer,

downloaded for review.

Mr Alex Fradley and the interest of 6 members of the
public the Council confirmed its approval, in principle, to
assist in funding a Neighbourhood Plan. (See page 5 for

 Issues

with the MUGA floodlights are ongoing.
K&M Lighting Services are advising on whether the 250w
and 400w lamps could be replaced with LED bulbs and on
problems with the timers which leave some lights on
overnight.

more information)

 Ms Tracy Ellis, YMCA Norfolk and the SWAN Youth
Project advised that two sessions had taken place at the
village hall. Although attendance had been low it was
anticipated that numbers would rise over the coming
weeks after a publicity drive.

 Persimmon Homes have not maintained four strips of land
in Fairfield Lane owned by them. The Council has
contracted CGM to maintain them at a cost of £12.50 +
£2.50 VAT (total £15) per cut (approximately £200 per
annum) and agreed that Persimmon Homes will be
invoiced.

 Highways have confirmed that the trod in John Davis Way
to Paige Close and the school zigzag lines would be
completed in January 2020.

 The Council purchased a poppy wreath for £25 from the

 In addition to a further SAM2 sign, the Council has

Downham Market & District Branch Royal British Legion,
which was laid by Cllr Leedell on Remembrance Sunday.

submitted a bid for £7,500 + £1,500 VAT (total £9,000)
(split 50/50 between the Parish Council and Norfolk
County Council) for a trod in Mill Road for the 2020/2021
Parish Partnership Scheme.

 The Notice of Conclusion of Audit for the Annual
Governance & Accountability 2018/2019 was noted and
approved.

 Highways has provided a quotation of £7,500 for double

Watlington Parish Council from A1 Engraving and Signs at
a cost of £85 + £17 VAT (total £102) for the new notice
boards.

yellow lines on the junctions in John Davis Way. County
Cllr Long would be approached as to whether he could
contribute to the payment from his annual Councillor
budget.

 The new dog bin has been placed on the footpath leading

 The Council had not been successful in achieving any

 The Council has ordered three header plates depicting

funds from the Local Passenger Benefit Fund scheme.

to Warren Close Play Area by the Community Payback
Team. (Has subsequently been vandalised)
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Your Parish Council News
 A safety convex mirror by the entrance to the Village Hall

 Parts of the wooden picket fencing erected by Persimmon

car park has been installed in the adjacent hedge.

Homes around the Martingales Estate had recently been
vandalised by youths riding over it on their bikes. A report
had been made to the police, who had kept an eye on the
situation.

 Treelink is contracted to trim the Ash tree and reduce the
hedge depth and height on the Warren Close Play Area at
a cost of £1,460 and to trim the Ash tree on the Meadows
Green and small tree on the Stone Close Play Area at a
cost of £420. .

 The gap in the Recreation Field hedge adjacent to the
kiosk had again been opened. In view of this it was felt
that the kissing gate in Downham Road could be relocated
to the gap to secure it.

 The cost of replacing the floodlights with LEDs on the
MUGA was being sought.

 The dog bin in Fairfield Lane has been relocated close to

 Permission was granted for the Village Fete Committee to

the notice board, after consultation with nearby residents
who confirmed their assent.

use the Recreation Ground for the Village fete, including
allowing dogs on the field and for a music trailer. Parking

 Councillors approved the hiring fees and Terms &

arrangements were also approved.

Conditions for the MUGA. They are on the Parish Council
website. West Winch Youth Football Team had
commenced hiring the MUGA court.

 The kissing gate in Downham Road had been relocated in

 At the village hall the walls of the Main Hall had been

 Works relating to the trod in John Davis Way to Paige

decorated; the skirting boards and stage cupboards would
be done in the future.

Close and the school zigzag lines had been delayed but
would be completed within the coming weeks.

 One of the proprietors living adjacent to the Paige Close

 The Clerk had submitted the bids to Norfolk County

Allotment Site had gained access to their property by
driving a small digger across the allotment land and had
damaged a tenant’s plot. A cease letter was sent to the
proprietor.

Council for a trod in Mill Lane and additional SAM2 sign.
A decision would not be known until March 2020.

the gap in the Recreation Ground hedge

 Council confirmed that drones are not permitted to be
flown on the Glebe Land under local Bylaws.

 The Council agreed the purchase of a tool kit for the use of

 The 2019 Play Area Inspection Reports is to be revisited to

the Community Payback Team up to a maximum cost of
£50 (ex-VAT) given the amount of work they do in the
village.

make a list of outstanding jobs and the materials required
to rectify them.

 The installation of ‘No Footpath’ signs for Mill Road is

21 January 2020 Parish Council Meeting

being chased.

 The Precept (Parish level Council Tax element) for the

 A new wooden notice board and posts is to be purchased

financial year 2020/2021 was increased by 3.87% to
£58,680. For a Band D property this will mean an increase
of £2.04 a year, to £70.08. A copy of the approved budget
and precept is on the Parish Council website.

for £45 for the Paige Close allotments.

Future Meetings of the Parish Council
February 25th
April 7th
May 26th

 See page 7 regarding the proposed planning application to
extend Watlington Quarry.

 The Council approved the setting up of a Neighbourhood

Committee Room
Jubilee Hall
Jubilee Hall

 Interested in following up on any of the

Plan project, with a budget of £9000, subject to a steering
group being formed. (See page 5)

Council news items?

 The Council approved the Norfolk County Council scheme

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council meetings

to place double yellow lines on the junctions in John Davis
Way at a total cost of £7,000.

are available at the website:
http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/

 The Council is bidding under the Community Infrastructure

 All local planning applications and decisions can be
viewed at west-norfolk.gov.uk, follow the links.

Levy for an embankment slide for the Warren Close Play
Area at a cost of £1370 ex-VAT.

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is open

 Norfolk County Council is to be approached regarding

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 1pm. (Please call
01553 810777 to confirm that the office is open.)

reducing the speed limit to 20mph along Mill Road
because of the lack of a continuous footway.

Full contact details for the Parish Council are on page 34.
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GEOFFREY GRIEF
Painter & Decorator
Estimates Free
5 Bure Close, Watlington, Norfolk, PE33 0TN

Telephone: 01553 810668
Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader
Approved by Age Concern

POOLE PLASTERING

The Orange Tree Hair Salon

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING

56 Back Lane, West Winch
PE33 0LA
Experienced & friendly staff
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available

All work
undertaken
Philip Poole
WATLINGTON

Manicures, Pedicures &
Calgel Nails Technician

Telephone: 01553 812199
Mobile:
07903594988

Tel: 01553 840464
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A FRIEND INDEED

by Julie Newman

Alice watched the mud being churned up as another ready-mix lorry went down the road. Not so long ago there was an
uninterrupted view across the fields to the centuries-old church, but not now. Oh it was true the country needed more
housing, but why did it have to be on her doorstep? Jack looked thoughtful. ‘You never know, you might find a little friend
round the corner – it’s not all bad, you know. Let’s have a cuppa love, then I must go into town and get the TV licence.’
‘Why don’t you do it online? ’
‘Huh, you know me and computers. I need to stretch me legs anyway.’
As Alice handed Jack his tea an image of her old friend Marge came to mind. She missed the two of them setting the world
to rights over a cuppa and some homemade cake. Those were the days. Jack put down his cup and checked his watch. ‘Well,
must dash. Anything you want while I’m out?’
Alice shook her head. ‘Got your mobile, love?’
‘No. I won’t need it. Don’t know where it is anyway.’
Alice watched Jack drive off and decided to go and explore the new estate. Not watching where she was going, she slipped on
the mud and ricked her ankle down a pothole. She tried putting her foot to the ground but the pain took her breath away. She
tried hopping on one leg but it was no good. She scanned the street. There was no one about. How silly not to take her phone
with her! She could’ve rung Jack if he’d had his. The two of them would surely learn a lesson from this. Then, from around the
corner, a young mother and her little boy came towards her. On spotting Alice struggling to walk the mother ran to her.
‘Oh dear, what happened?’
‘I fell down that pothole,’ said Alice, pointing. ‘It’s my ankle. I can’t walk.’
‘Here, let me help you. Where d’you live?’
Alice pointed to her house. ‘Over there. I’d only gone few yards, silly me.’ The young mother knelt down and poked and
prodded the ankle. ‘I think it’s just sprained. Come on, lean on me. We’ll soon have you indoors.’
‘Are you sure?’ She smiled. ‘I used to be ambulance crew before I had the kids.’ In no time at all Alice was sitting at her
kitchen table.
‘I’m Claire by the way, and this is Thomas,’ said the young woman, indicating her son.
‘How lovely,’ said Alice. ‘I knew a Thomas once.’
Claire smiled, ‘Let me make you a cuppa.’ She filled the kettle while Thomas sat quietly next to Alice. The little boy’s blond hair
sparked a memory of late summer days in the cornfields. ‘This is a lovely house,’ said Claire, looking around. ‘How long have
you lived here?’
‘Oh, longer than I care to remember, back when ours was the only house standing on the green.’
‘It must’ve been a picture-postcard back then?’ Alice nodded ruefully. Claire took Thomas and ran home to find a bandage.
They were soon back. ‘I can take you to the minor injuries unit if you like?’ said Claire, as she expertly applied the support.
‘That’s very kind but Jack shouldn’t be much longer and I’m sure you’ve got better things to do,’ she said, glancing at
Thomas. The little boy gave her a self-conscious smile and wriggled off his chair. ‘Here, I’ll give you my number just in case.’
Alice nearly dropped the piece of paper when she saw Claire’s surname. ‘Oh, I don’t believe it!’
Claire frowned. ‘What?’
‘I don’t suppose you’re any relation to Marge Hollingsworth?’
‘Well, yes. She was my husband’s aunt. He used to come and visit her in the summer holidays’
‘Well I never. We were great friends.’
‘Yes, he was very sad when his aunt passed away. I’d heard so much about Tom’s happy days in the country that when we
knew they were building houses here we just had to have one.’
‘What does your husband do?’
‘He works for the department of agriculture.’
‘Huh, fancy that,’ said Alice. ‘Wait till I tell Jack!’ When Jack came in Alice told him about her accident and the young woman who’d helped her. ‘Maybe if we’d both had our mobiles with us I could’ve come back straight away and taken you to A&E.’
‘Perhaps, but then I wouldn’t have met Claire would I?’ Jack smiled – he had a feeling Alice had found her new friend.
Julie Newman ©2020 ; julie3wwn@mypostoffice.co.uk, www.facebook.com/J.A.Newman.author
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Watlington Medical Centre News
The end of an era is approaching as Dr Sue Buckland will be
leaving our practice after more than 20 years. Dr Buckland
has been a cornerstone of the practice and has helped us
maintain the high standards of clinical care that we have set.
She has been an especially valuable member of our team and
I know the staff will greatly miss her. More importantly, she
has provided specialist Women’s Health care to our patients
and is a highly regarded primary care Women’s Health
expert. We wish her well in her new endeavours.

use HFCs are more damaging to the environment. Hydrofluorocarbons do not deplete the ozone layer, but they are
powerful greenhouse gases, with an effect on climate
change up to 3,800 more powerful than carbon dioxide.
We are thus starting a program of changing patients on
combination pressurised Metered dose inhalers to Dry
Powder inhalers. This will be done on an individual basis by
the respiratory nurse. Please do not stop using your current
inhaler until you have been shown how to use the
alternative inhalers.

As you may know, recruitment of doctors into General
Practice is extremely difficult, and although we will not be
directly replacing Dr Buckland, we had done some forward
planning and had appointed both Dr Kate Nichol and
Dr Evgenia Clitheroe to our partnership over the last year.

Dr Philip Koopowitz

In addition, Mrs Kirsty Mallett is completing her training to
be a Nurse Practitioner and this should allow us to continue
to provide well over 50 same day appointments for urgent
problems.
Unfortunately, this restricts our routine appointment
availability, but we are looking at all possible solutions to
ensure our patients get the best possible care at the most
appropriate time. This will mean that some patients will not
be able to see their clinician of choice at the time of their
choosing.
We are working together with 5 other local practices to
improve access for patients and some of you may be offered
appointments at other practices during extended hours if
you are unable to book an appointment within our time
slots.
The NHS is under financial pressure, despite the injections of
cash that have been promised. Our practice is under
pressure from the Health Authority (currently the CCG, but
soon, the STP – don’t worry about the acronyms, as very few
people can remember them) to save money on our
prescribing budget.
We have always taken the attitude that if a patient needs a
medication clinically, that we would prescribe the most
appropriate medication for that condition, irrespective of
cost. There are however generic equivalents, which provide
the same clinical benefit, but which may be cheaper for the
NHS, so some of you may be changed to these more
cost-effective medicines.

Medical Centre Opening Hours
Monday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Tuesdays 08.30 - Noon
Wednesday 08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Thursday 08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Friday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Closed Saturdays and Sundays
Outside of the above times call 111
General: 01553 810253 Pharmacy 01553 811045

There has been a lot of research into the Green House Gas
effects of inhalers used for asthma and Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary disease. The inhalers were all changed to CFC free
inhalers, but there is now evidence that the metered dose
inhalers and the aerosol breathe actuated inhalers, which
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Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
Over the wet winter months, we’ve been busy welcoming the reserve’s first inhabitants, installing sand-martin banks and bird
hides and also working on our website and who we are to you. The concept previously known as ‘The Wildlife Park’ or
‘Watlington Wildlife Park’ is now ‘Watatunga Wildlife Reserve’ and we are excited to share more about it with you over coming
months. For now, we thought we’d try and answer some of your most frequently asked questions.

Watatunga – what is that?
Our new name, Watatunga, is a portmanteau of one of our more exotic African antelope, the Sitatunga, and the wonderful
village of Watlington, where the reserve is based. And it’s a fun name to say – it’s hard to say ‘Watatunga’ with a frown.

We’ve heard tales of telegraph poles high enough for giraffe, lions on the A10 and someone even
mentioned a rhino… what will be behind that fence?
Despite the exceptionally wet winter, we’ve already moved several species into the reserve – roan antelope, hog deer, axis
deer, sitatunga, white-lipped deer, birds such as the great bustard, Temmink’s tragopan, and over 30 duck species from across
the world have spent the winter making Wataunga their home. Watatunga is primarily a pioneering conservation site for
ungulates – that’s deer and antelope- so rest assured there’ll be no predators

Why have you chosen to focus on deer and antelope? Wouldn’t a giraffe be great?
We love giraffe but the rare ungulates we have prioritised are among the world’s most forgotten species. While more exotic
creatures like tigers, elephants and panda grab the media attention, many of the species we look after at Watatunga are at
even greater risk of extinction. Each species plays a part in a greater ecosystem that must be preserved. We hope to shine a
light on their stories and, in some cases, work to reintroduce them to the wild.

How can Watatunga, a wildlife reserve in Norfolk, be a factor in the conservation of a whole species?
We have a tiny team, but already Watatunga is breaking new ground in the world of endangered deer and antelope management. We work with zoos and safari parks both nationally and internationally to manage breeding programmes that ensure
genetic diversity for critically threatened species such as the scimitar-horned oryx or Malayan sambar.

What is the purpose of the banks around the park?
First and foremost, we are trying to recreate a habitat for our stock which allows them to behave as they would in the wild and
is as natural as possible within obvious limitations. This means protecting them from the noise and stress of passing vehicles
and doing everything that we can to ensure they are not disturbed, fed or worried in any way. We have invested in a hydroseeder and by this summer all the perimeter banks should be blossoming with wildflower and seed mixes to attract pollinators
and feed song-birds and other wildlife through the winters.

How will visiting Wataunga be different from a traditional zoo visit?
Protecting the world’s last populations of the rarest deer and antelope is our first mission and primary goal. Sharing the rewards of our work with the public in order to inspire conservationists young and old comes a close second, however the visitor
experience will always be designed with the animals as a priority. There are no cages or pens for the ungulates and we cannot
guarantee which of our species you will see on any particular day. While we work with and respect traditional zoos, we seek to
trail-blaze a new visitor experience and ask for your collaboration, feedback and ideas over coming months as we assess what
works best.

When will the park be opening?
We are hoping to welcome visitors for trailer rides and self-catering holidays from May 2020. We have a state of the art trailer
which is towed by an electric buggy meaning that we can get closer to the animals without a noisy engine disturbing them.
The trailer is designed to allow wheelchair users equal access to the park and has ‘safari sides’ which roll up in order to ensure
a great view.

How can I book a ride?
Booking will soon be possible via our new website www.watatunga.co.uk where you can also find out more information and
contact the team. You will soon be able to follow us and receive regular updates via our Facebook page and on Instagram.
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Watlington Sports & Social Club

Watlington WI
What is the WI?
Surprisingly we still get asked that question
after all these years.– over 100 years
nationally and over 50 years continuously
here in Watlington. It is an organization for women to get
together and get involved in many activities, not only in the
Watlington area but county wide and nationally.
What do you get out of joining your local WI?

Watlington Sports and Social Club is situated opposite the
village hall and is a family members club with lots to offer
for all age ranges.

Firstly friendship and fun, the opportunity to learn new skills
or just come along for a chat and listen to a good speaker.

We offer good quality drink, food and snacks at affordable
prices. We are signed up to both Sky and BT TV, which
enables us to show all the big games on the large screens
throughout the club. The club has 2 pool tables, dart board,
juke box and puts on numerous events throughout the year
for adults, children and families.

The WI programme for 2020 is available on the website and
we have many interesting speakers and activities booked.
Workshops: We are always looking for different workshops
to try, some of these we arrange to coincide with the Craft
Group meetings (see below), the meeting on 17 March
includes a flower arranging workshop.

The Social Club is home to Watlington Men’s Football Team,
5 Youth Football Teams (ranging from U7’s through to
U15’s), Green Bowls Teams and Crib League.

We had several pleasurable day trips out last year and there
will be more in the planning stage for when the weather gets
warmer (we hope). Regular updates on all our activities can
be found on the website:

We welcome new members and the annual fees are very
competitive, £15 for a single membership and £20 for
co-habiting couples/families. Please feel free to pop in,
have a look around and a chat with our friendly bar staff.

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk - Women’s Institute.
Why not check us out or ring Marion on 01553 810407 for
more info and come along and see what we do.

Upcoming Events

Watlington Craft Group

21 March - Live Music from “Kill me Kate” 8pm onwards
12 April - Children’s Easter Egg Hunt - 2pm
(Children to be registered in Club prior to the day)
17 April - Club AGM - 7.30pm
Memberships will be up for renewal after this.
23 May - Live Music from Neil Durose - 8pm onwards
Acoustic Guitar /Vocalist
If you would like more information or updates on any
planned events please pop in or give us a call.
There are quiz nights and bingo and much more so watch
the Entertainments Board / Facebook Page / Posters in the
village for updates.
Contact: petedrew1976@hotmail.com or 07826 447409

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday morning of each
month in the Jubilee Hall (9.30am till Noon) to
pursue our various crafty interests.
Please feel free to come along and meet with like-minded
folk, learn and share tips etc or just knit and natter, sew or
stick, whatever you like. (Not restricted to WI members.)
£3 per session (for room hire)
Ring Sheila on 01553 810575 for more information.

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers
If you enjoy knitting or sewing and are short of ideas as to
what to make, then come and join us on the 3rd Monday of
each month. We are a small friendly group who meet at
16 Warren Close Watlington about 2pm to 4pm. Everyone is
welcome.

The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway maintenance
and street scene improvements. These include:

The Group is part of Norfolk Knitters and Stitchers—Google
the website to find lots of patterns for items that are always
needed by hospitals, care homes and international aid etc.
I am always happy to receive donated items too.

Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road or footway;
Clearing mud and soil from the road; Hand sweeping roads
or pavements; Cutting verge grass; Cleaning out highways
ditches; Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts

Norfolk County Council Highways Rangers

For further information contact Janet Jones 01553 810868

Please contact the Parish Clerk to make a report.(p.34)
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T O N Y’S

WINDOW
CLEANING
Windows, Doors,
and
Framework cleaned
Mobile No. 07787 200334
(Based in Watlington)

The Happy Freckle
Home Help Services
For all your home help requirements
please call 01553 761004
Cleaning- ironing - bed making - befriending
meals - shopping and much more ...
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Watlington Wednesday Club

West Norfolk Brefriending
West Norfolk Befriending and Care Home Connectors are
now befriending residents in care homes.

Watlington Wednesday Club is a social afternoon club which
meets in Watlington Village Hall on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month at 2pm. We welcome all to our
meetings, you can come as a visitor which will cost you £2 or
become a member with an annual membership fee of £5
and meeting subscription of £1.50. We aim to be friendly
and supportive of one another, sharing transport as necessary. If you would like to come and join us, do get in touch.

Our group of volunteers visit residents who feel isolated
and alone on a regular basis for a cup of tea and a chat.
If you would like further information about Care Home
Connectors please call 0744 352 2476 or 01553 763500.

With January behind us, snowdrops and yellow winter
aconite in flower in the garden and Easter ahead, daylight
lengthening with some amazing winter sunsets, all appears
good and hopeful in 2020, a very rounded number.
Our January meetings have been very much in house with
games including Bananagram, Scrabble and Dominoes and a
quiz provided by Richard and Pat Aisthorpe which stretched
our memories and general knowledge. By the time this is
printed we will have heard more about the Watatunga
Wildlife Reserve right on our doorstep and enjoyed our
traditional pancakes around Shrove Tuesday.
Looking forward to the March meetings when the days will
be lighter with the spring equinox, we have Jackie Higgins
coming with her entertaining afternoon on the Life and
Memories of a Fen Girl and Richard Aisthorpe with his Dog
Racing. (Village Hall Committee please do not be anxious,
the dogs are very well behaved with rather wooden
expressions!)
In April we have Alan Cleps coming to talk about printing
through the ages; should be interesting and fun knowing
Alan! We will also have Hot Cross Buns at this meeting.
May is our birthday month - the Club has been in existence
for about twenty-six years. At the birthday meeting we will
be entertained by a Ukelele group.
Barbara Church 01553 810584
barbarachurch@phonecop.coop

Watlington Community
Information Point (CIP)
Located at the Parish Council Office

Events Diary (2pm at the Village Hall)

Watlington Village Hall 01553 810777

Wed March 11th Jackie Higgins: Life and Memories of
a Fen Girl

Opening Times: Tues & Thurs 10am to 2.30pm
We are constantly being told to “do it online” But what if
you haven’t got a computer? Pop down to your CIP and do
it there for free.

Wed March 25th Dog Racing
Wed April 8th

Alan Cleps: Printing down the Ages
+ Hot Cross Buns

If you need help to use the computer please telephone in
advance to make sure someone is available to help you.
Phone 01553 810777 when the office is open.

Wed April 22nd King’s Lynn and District Astronomy Society

Links to the Borough Council website to access the full
range services available.

Wed May 13th Birthday party Tea with Ukelele Group
Wed May 27th Poetry that Pleases

Or you can bring your own device and use the free wi-fi.
(We now have superfast fibre broadband)

Do get in contact if you would like to come
and join us at any meeting or just come along!
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Competitively priced generous hardwood firewood loads

All aspects of tree work undertaken
Hedges Removed Stump Grinding
Call 01553 813140 or 07867 764307

ALSO A CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE

Over 30 years experience Qualified - Insured

On Site Repairs
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans
& Motorhomes

Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on
bodyshop prices. Over 20 years experience.
Insurance estimates available on request.
Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing
and repairs by MCEA trained engineer.
Contact; Tim Sandover
01553 811585 - 07958555329
timothy.sandover@btinternet.com

JG Gas & Plumbing
24 hour call out 365 days a year
•
•
•
•

Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing
CO alarms and Wireless controls
System upgrades and general plumbing
New appliances or Make do and Mend
Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment
Find us on Facebook under: jggas

Book a service mail: jggasplumbing@gmail.com
CALL NOW ON: Tel: 01553 812172
Mob: 07973 343926
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Watlington Village Hall
Watlington Village Hall 200 Club
What is it?
Each number costs £1 per month (£12 a year) and is entered
into a draw each month, which takes place on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at
approximately 8pm. Each month there are several prizes 1st Prize £40, followed by runner up prizes of £15, £10 and
two of £5. Every 4th month the 1st prize is £100.

We had another painting session in the Main Hall in January,
although volunteers were quite thin on the ground for this
session and some of us were walking wounded anyway.
However, we did manage to get the controversial blue wall
finished and the front of the stage had its first top coat. (See
photo on P35) The bar area is partly painted and looking a
bit fresher. Still a lot to do but hopefully next session we will
have more willing helpers. If you are an enthusiastic DIY
person and would like to help please contact Vicky or Emma
for more information, dates etc.

The profits from the draw all go to the Village Hall and will
help to fund several ongoing refurbishment projects.

There are still numbers available.
To snap one up please contact Vicky on vling@hotmail.co.uk
or Sara (Parish Clerk) in the Parish Council Office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays Tel: 01553 810777

Recent Winning Numbers

The “blue wall” is proving to be a talking point - some
people love it and others not so much but most agree that
it looks fresh and modern.

£100

£40

£15

£10

£5

£5

—

94

160

143

199

02

Dec 2019 156

—

160

65

36

113

Jan 2020

43

102

12

45

197

Nov 2019

The guttering has been repaired at last and more outside
maintenance tasks will begin when the weather gets better.
The new website is in preparation and hopefully will go live
very soon. If you have some expertise in that area
Emma would be very grateful for some input.

—

You have to be in it to win it!
Please Support YOUR Village Hall

Meanwhile there is some info on the village website
www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk - Village Hall.
We are still short of volunteers for the Village Hall Management Committee. If you are interested you will be warmly
welcomed. We meet bi-monthly on a Monday in the
Committee Room (Jubilee Hall entrance). The next meetings
are 16 March and 18 May at 7.30pm, or contact Vicky
(Secretary) on vling@hotmail.co.uk or Emma (Chairman) on
01553 618855.
See page 34 for new Village Hall Website and Email details.

The Swan Youth Group at the Village Hall
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KEW GRASS CARE
LANDSCAPE GARDENERS
GRASS CARE AND FENCING
NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES
Mower Service & Repair Specialists
Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,
Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws

LYNDA’S DOG GROOMING
Clipping, Hand Scissoring,
Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,
Ear Plucking, Anal Glands
68 Manor Farm
Runcton Holme
Tel: 01553 811252
Mobile 07788 188706

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn
Phone: (01553) 617648
Mobile: 07767 270069 or 07771 370577
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Millennium Green Trust

The Ampulla
Some of you may have seen the old bits and pieces that
were dug up on the Millennium Green when it was built.
They are on display in the hall at Village Fetes. Several have
been confirmed as medieval by archaeologists from
Gressenhall Museum.

The back end of last year and the start of 2020 has brought
more than our fair share of rain. Charlotte Bronte in Jane
Eyre sums it up ...’’a scene of wet lawn and storm-beat
shrub, with ceaseless rain sweeping away wildly before a
long and lamentable blast…’’. But at least the nights are
drawing out and already signs of spring are emerging in
some gardens and on the green as the tree buds swell.

The items are a Boy Bishop Token, a Nuremberg Jeton,
a dress hook, a shoe buckle, part of a cooking vessel and the
one that intrigues me - an Ampulla*. This is a small lead flask
(picture p.35) round at the bottom and flared at the top. It is
40 mm long and is hollow with two small rings to attach a
cord. I have seen reproductions made at the Hansa Festival.
It is very skillful to pore molten lead into a cold stone mold
and quickly pore some out leaving a hollow. It would have
been filled with holy or thaumaturgic water from a shrine
and the top squeezed together to retain it.

Despite the weather, the hedges have been cut and the
Christmas tree has performed its role without incident and
hopefully brought some cheer to those passing in December
and early January. Grateful thanks yet again are due to Chris
Prior for providing the tree and helping the regulars in
getting it safely erected.
At our recent Annual General Meeting Phil Rumble decided
to step down from the Committee after 13 years of sterling
service working on the Green, most recently literally keeping
the flag flying on appropriate occasions, weather permitting.
We are very grateful for all his work which is greatly
appreciated.

There is nothing to indicate which shrine unfortunately. It
could be Walsingham. The Shrine of our Lady at Walsingham
was established in 1061 by Richeldis de Faverches, followed
by an Augustinian monastery in 1150, becoming one of the
greatest shrines for pilgrims. It was destroyed by Henry the
Eighth in 1538. The current shrine dates from1897.

As the warmer weather nears it is hoped the hundred odd
wild flowers will once again burst into life and thrive. The
common names I am sure can tell many stories - so look out
for Creeping Thistles, Germander Speedwell, Goosegrass,
Hedge Mustard, Hedge Woundwort and Yellow Rattle.

The most sought after were from Canterbury, containing the
waters of Saint Thomas, tinged with the martyr’s blood.
Ampulla were in use from the late twelfth century; ours is
dated anywhere between 1350 and 1530. Henry the Eighth
may have led to their demise closing the monasteries.

Sadly, evidence of litter and dog fouling indicates some lack
of appreciation of efforts made by a few to benefit the many.
It is ironic that the most common litter is empty energy drink
cans…clearly they do not provide sufficient energy to enable
the drinkers to reach the many litter bins provided!

Ampulla were the tourist souvenirs of their time. It showed
the owner had visited a shrine and the holy water would
bring good fortune to the owner and the parish. They could
be worn around the neck, hung in the home, cowshed,
beehive or donated to the parish church. They may have
been planted in the field in case of bad harvests.
How such a valuable article in medieval England became
buried on the Angel Field is a mystery. Perhaps it helped the
village buy the field for all to use. The other artifacts will be
featured in later Gossips.
Keith Leedell

We look forward to warmer spring weather on the horizon
and the emergence of Common Hawkbit, Bush Vetch and
Goats Beard amongst many other wild flowers.
If you would like to get involved do not hesitate to contact
any volunteer. We are often on the Green from around
10am on the first Saturday of the month.
Mike Carter
[Ed - Mike was elected as MGT Secretary at the recent AGM.]

Oak Galls (left) are
caused by chemicals
injected by wasp larva
into developing leaf
buds on oak trees.
They are usually 2-4cm
in size.

From the left Ladies Dress Hook; The Bishop Boy Token;
The Nuremburg Jeton; The Ampulla.
More on these items in future issues of the Gossip
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Watlington Football Club
The nights are now starting to draw out and Spring is not that far away; once spring arrives it also means that the football
season is getting closer to completion. Most of the sides will conclude the season around end of April, some will get friendlies
and then we will finish this off with the presentation evening. No date has been set yet.
Under 7’s 5V5 Format (Non-Competitive) They have really enjoyed their season so far; they have become competitive in most
games and the enjoyment of just playing the game is evident to see. The fun factor at this age group is paramount and the
coaches do an excellent job in providing a great atmosphere allowing this to thrive.
Under 10’s 7V7 Format (Non-competitive) This newly formed side have enjoyed the start, few players have played in a team
before and it is a young side with several players competing a year up. They have enjoyed a few victories and some big defeats,
but this all adds to character building going forward. This will allow the side to grow and build as a team when they go up to 9
aside next season. The side is really enjoying the experience and a good atmosphere again is being created.
Under 12’s Yellow 9V9 Format (Competitive) It has been another good season for this side, currently sitting fourth in their first
competitive season they have again played with a smile and the enjoyment for games and training is great to see. They also
entered the County Cup and got to the second round losing out Gorleston who were unbeaten through the whole of last season in any format. This was a great achievement and hoping they will progress further next year in there step up to 11 a side.
Under 13’s Green 9V9 Format (Competitive) For this development side it has been a tough season there have been good signs
of improvement even though they have not won a game. The spirit and commitment continue week after week, and I am sure
that soon a win will be achieved.
Under 16’s 11V11 Format (Competitive) In their last season at youth level they have competed very well with a large squad
every week they have had to rotate to get everyone game time. They currently sit second from bottom but have been unlucky
in a few games not to come away with wins. It is again good to see the commitment.
Men’s First X1 It has been a bit up and down due to the squad changing about most weeks due to work and other commitments. They have used several reserve players which is great experience for these players, but consistency is the key, and this
has been difficult. They currently sit in 5th place and could push on if the numbers can be kept up. W6 D1 L4
Men’s Reserves This is there first season as a team and have done well, they have found it hard for numbers as having to allow
players rightly so to play for the first X1. There is a lot of younger players who have been friends for a while and the atmosphere and camaraderie is excellent this only bodes well for the club. They currently sit 2 nd from bottom but have enjoyed
the season so far. W3 D1 L9
Season So Far In each of the write ups I found myself talking about the commitment and how all sides are still enjoying football
and playing with smiles, when I have watched training of various ages the laughter and joviality amongst the squads is brilliant
to witness and an aim I hoped we could create and we have and long may this continue for years to come.
Committee Again, I cannot thank the committee enough for the amount of work they put in behind the scenes. This allows
the club to run smoothly and for the players and parents to enjoy the games over the weekends.
Fundraising There are some ideas in the pipeline and will hopefully have an update in the next issue.
Sponsorship We would like to thank our sponsors who without we would truly struggle. The Swaffham Advertiser,
The Downham Market Advertiser, British Sugar, Timpson’s, Rob and Marina Murfitt, Osborne And Kent, Officescape,
Resin Design Ltd and East Solutions, Rodwell’s Fish & Chips and Age care Eastern. We are always on the lookout for sponsors
so if you know of any person or business that would like to donate please get in contact with the below contact. Anything from
match balls to kit would be greatly appreciated.
Chairman’s Thoughts I have watched several games and training sessions this season along with running the Men’s reserves
and the club is doing very well. I have a great committee, the players and parents are a credit and have taken the clubs ethos
on board. The coaches as always have been excellent and the time they give to allow for football to be played is brilliant. We
have also just received a report to say how well we have done over the last 6 months which we are well above County average
for all teams. Congratulations to you all and thank you.
Nathan McDonald
nathanmcdonald36@aol.com
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Watlington Preschool
The Spring term is upon us and it’s unbelievable to think we
are more than half way through the school year already.
We’ve been busy in a Builder’s Yard, buying fruit and veg in
our minimarket and checking out our shoe size in a shoe
shop role play area. Playing with small world farms we have
been looking at where our food comes from too. We love
growing things and have been planting and making a
Springtime display.
We have joined a Get Active project through Norfolk County
Council, with lots of other settings and groups, which means
we are making a special effort to increase the amount of
physical activity we all do every day. This includes the
children, staff and their families.

A reader has contacted us to say that this photo (printed in
the last issue) was taken in the 1950s

Gossip Donations 2019/2020

We have introduced some Sport coaching sessions,
increased our daily activity time and we have been going
out for walks regularly and are doing some child friendly
Yoga too.

During the year up to the end of January 2020 the Gossip
magazine has made the following donations to local groups
and organisations.

With our monthly donation from a special friend of preschool, we will be able to have some creative sessions with
visitors including Rachael Williams from Stories of Lynn who
will bring some objects to handle from the museum and talk
about how old and new things are different.

Cottage Rosettes (Fete)

£25.79

Running Imp (Fete)

We have also purchased some new resources including a
brilliant soup/smoothie maker which the children love to
use, helping to make healthy, tasty snacks.

£42.47

Handbell Ringers

£110.00

Football Club

£200.00

Football Club (Under 8's)

£250.00

Mill Green - Xmas Lights

We are continuing with our visits to High Haven Residential
Home in Downham and are so proud of our children and
families who come along and spend time with the residents.

£17.96

Watlington Village Hall - Pool Table

£259.99

Watlington Players - wireless headsets

£300.00
£1,206.21

Wot? A Grant without
Tedious Paperwork?

We are looking forward to a great Spring/Summer with a full
quota of children and lots of fun, learning and play.

Watlington Gossip Grants
Does your activity group want to purchase an item but can’t
quite afford it? Then the Gossip may be able to help. We
have funds available and usually are able to give out grants
in the range £200 -£300. And no form filling, honest!

Watlington History
If you are interested and/
or actively researching your
ancestors in Watlington
then there are two books
which are a must have on
your shelf. Watlington
Church Memorial Inscriptions, compiled by
Jennifer Purple (£3) and
Watlington War Memorial and Roll of Honour by Brenda
Leedell (£2) are now both available to purchase in
Watlington Church (open every day). Proceeds to Church
Funds.

There are a couple things though:
We don’t contribute towards running costs.
We ask you to submit an article about your group for
publication. We can help with this if you want.
Contact any member of the Gossip Team for further
information.

No Computer? Pop your article or letter into the
Gossip box in the Post Office or post it in the letter box
outside the Parish Council Office.
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Easter Delights
Easter equals chocolate, there’s chocolate everywhere
Toddlers, sticky fingered, seem to have it in their hair
Hot cross buns are baking, their spices fill the air
Fresh from the stove with butter - for diets, not a care!
Roasted lamb and vegetables, perhaps a Simnel cake
Followed by more chocolate - all common sense
forsake.
Chocolate rabbits, chicks and such

Never too many or too much
Candy covered chocolate eggs

West Norfolk Community
Transport is your local charity

Garlands hung with coloured pegs.
We celebrate the Eastertide

transport throughout the last 26
years. We offer a wide range of
transport solutions for the
residents of West Norfolk that may
have difficulty using public transport.

By sharing lots of treats
The seasons turn, the world reborn A good excuse for sweets!
Elaine Carpenter

Dial a Bus: Fully accessible door to door transport for
people living in villages, giving the opportunity to visit local
towns, to shop for a few hours or see friends. You need to be
a member of this service, which is a simple form and a
voluntary lifetime £5 donation. Prices range from £3.50 £6.00 for a return trip depending where you live.

The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in the
Watlington Post Office Store are donated to local charities.

Pick Me Up: Fully accessible door to door transport for

Nov 2019 - £67.00 Runcton Holme Parish Hall

Jim’s Monthly Collection Box

people living in King’s Lynn, to attend medical appointments,
go shopping or simply visit friends. You need to be a member
of this service, which is a simple form and a voluntary lifetime £5 donation. Cost for this service is £2.50 each way.

Dec 2019 - £66.30 Watlington Parish Church
Jan 2020 - £54.00 Magdalen Church Medieval Glass
Restoration Fund
Thanks to all the customers who contributed.

Shopmobility: We provide mobility scooters for day hire

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance.

or longer term holiday hire within King’s Lynn, for those
people who might find it difficult to walk around town. Prices
are £7.50 for a non- member, £20 a year and £3 per use;
£60 per year with unlimited use of the scooters.

Jim would like to extend the distribution area to local
villages that use Watlington shop and Post Office and
probably contribute to the charity box.

Group Hire: Fully accessible minibus available for day hire

If you know of a worthy cause in Runcton Holme,
Tottenhill, Wormegay or Magdalen please let us know.

by local clubs and groups. You need to be a member of this
service, which is a £20 annual membership

Volunteer Car Drivers: We offer volunteer car drivers

Considering advertising in the Gossip?

to collect you from your home to take you to medical
appointments, they wait and return you home again.

Over 1200 copies of the Gossip are distributed in
Watlington four times a year and a digital version is available
on the Watlington website www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk .

We are in need of volunteers across West Norfolk, so if you
have some time to spare and would like to help your local
community please get in touch.

For further information contact Brenda Leedell
watgossipads@gmail.com or 01553 810848

For more information about any of our services or to
become am member please ring 01553 776971 or visit
our website www.wnct.co.uk.

Advertising rates on Page 4
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Mobile Library Timetable
12:10 -12:25

JOHN DAVIS WAY

12:30 -12:45

BRITTON CLOSE

12:50 -13:05
13:10 -13:35

PETERSFIELD
THE ANGEL

14:45 -15:05

WARREN CLOSE

15:10 -15:25

CHESTNUT CLOSE

15:30 -15:45

RECTORY LANE

15:50 -16:05
16:10 -16:25

PLOUGH LANE - OLD QUEENS HEAD
ORCHARD CLOSE

16:30 -16:45

DOWNHAM ROAD

Every 4 weeks
Next dates
19 March - 16 April - 14 May
Choose items or reserve via the online catalogue for
collection from a mobile library. You can return them to
any branch library or mobile library in Norfolk.
Items include:
Fiction books for adults and children (book request 60p)
Non-fiction books for adults and children
(subject requests are free)
Large print books (book request 60p)
DVDs (a small charge)
Audio books on CD and tape (a small charge)
We do not charge for overdue books, although a repeat loan
charge may apply for hired items (eg DVDs, games, CDs, and
spoken word formats) not returned on the due date.
A replacement charge may apply if items are lost or stolen.

Benefits and Advice Team
We are available to help people complete the following
forms:
Housing and Council Tax Benefit – means tested benefit
Discretionary Housing Payment; Attendance Allowance;
Disability Living Allowance; Pension Credit

SCOUTS and GUIDES
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts

Carers Allowance
You can contact us directly via our freephone Welfare
Benefits Hotline on 0800 731 2253. Telephone queries are
dealt with between 8.45am - 5.15pm Monday to Thursday
and 8.45am - 4.45pm on Friday's

Beavers (6-8 year olds) Mondays 5-45 - 7pm
Cubs (8 -10.5 year olds) Wednesday 6.30 - 8pm
Scouts (10.5 - 14 year olds) Mondays 7.15 - 9pm

Alternatively you can email us at any time to request a visit
or ask for advice:
revenuesvisitingteam@west-norfolk.gov.uk.

Rainbows. For girls aged 5 to 7. Currently closed.
A new leader is required.
Brownies. 6-7.15pm Thursdays. Contact: Brown Owl
(Mandy Randle; 01366 388554 / mark.randle@tesco.net).

WATLINGTON BADMINTON CLUB

Guides. 7.30-9pm Thursdays. Contact: Guide Leader
(Sarah Mack; 01366 501942 / sarahjmack@hotmail.co.uk).

Affiliated to Badminton England
*
Wednesday evenings in the Village Hall
Juniors 5pm/6pm
Final session Weds 18th December
Seniors 7pm onwards
*
New players and would-be players welcome
John Church 01553 810584 or
johnchurch@phonecoop.coop for more information

All meetings at Runcton Holme Scout Hut next to the
school in Runcton Holme.
Contact: Bob Keens (01553 810855 / b.keens@hotmail.com)

You Can Help Us
Please tell our advertisers if you found them
in the Gossip.
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BEEBY ELECTRICAL
For all types of Industrial, Commercial,
Agricultural and Domestic Work
Telephone: 01553 811091
Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred)

Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn

I am an accredited member of the
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists
Please feel free to ring for an informal chat

£40 per hour

Tel: 01553 671518
07768236465
carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk

Michael Pellizzaro
16 St James Street, King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5DA
Tel: 01553 767705

Mobile: 07961979961

E-mail: michael@mpand.co.uk
ACCOUNTANTS

Web: www.mpand.co.uk

BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

Knots Timber

TAX ADVISERS

38 High Street, Downham Market - Tel: 01366 384926
Open 6 Days a week for …...
Timber & sheet material, screws, nails and general hardware.
Tools, plumbing and decorating sundries. Timber Treatments,
silicones, fillers and glues and much more
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Useful Telephone Numbers

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)

Parish Council - Village Hall Office 01553 810777
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF
01366 502165 / 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk

March 2020

Mr J Bellamy
Antony Culy

27 - Rainbow Café: Spring into Easter - extra stalls 9.30am

09 - Fete Planning Meeting - S&SC Dyson Room 8pm
10 - WI: Alpine Plants with Tony Goode

07771 755233 jabbazxr@gmail.com
07885 990624 antony_culy@hotmail.com

April 2020

Mrs J Golding 01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman)

07 - Parish Council & Annual Parish Meeting 7pm

Miss S Sheldon 07824 353555 sarahholmes8019@hotmail.com

14 - WI: Sharon Paul, Hat Designer - interactive demo
16 - Preschool Kids Bingo 1-3pm

Mrs B Leedell 01553 810848 kgbj@dell4277.plus.com
Mr T Palmer
Mr A Prior

07919 033943 timpalmer73@aol.com
01553 810863 cllrprior@gmail.com

16 - Village Hall Management Committee Mtg 7.30pm
17 - Sports & Social Club AGM 7.30pm (In S&SC)
18 - Village Hall Quiz 7.30pm

(4 vacancies)
Borough Council: 01553 616200
Borough Councillor: Jim Bhondi 07542 229013/01553 810263
County Council: 0344 800 8020
County Councillor: Brian Long 01945 430169
MP: Elizabeth Truss 01842 766155
elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk

24 - Rainbow Café: LILY advice table - 9.30am to 12.00 noon
May 2020
01 - Gossip Summer Issue Deadline
12 - WI: Resolutions with Quiz & Games
18 - Village Hall Management Committee Mtg 7.30pm

Medical Centre: 01553 810253
Emergency: (out of hours) 111
Pharmacy: 01553 811045
Health Visitor: 01366 389249
Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall)
Hospital: 01553 613613

22 - Rainbow Café: 9.30am to 12.00 noon
23 - Village Hall Bingo 7pm
24 - Watlington Yard Sale 9am - 1pm
26 - Parish Council and Annual Meeting
28-30 Watlington Players ‘Allo ‘Allo 7.30pm
June 2020

Community School: 01553 810468
Preschool: 01553 811035
Under 5s: Contact through Facebook

13 - Grand Village Fete
Church Services and Events on Page 11
Wednesday Club Events Page 23

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234
Village Hall Website: (new) www.watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk.com

Regular Club Bookings at the Village Hall

Village Hall Email: watlingtonvillagehallnorfolk@gmail.com
Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645
Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171

Badminton: Weekly Wednesday Evening 01553 810584
Short Mat Bowls: Weekly Monday & Friday Afternoon
01553 813400
Under5s: Weekly Wednesday Morning Via Facebook
Wednesday Club: Fortnightly Wednesday Afternoon
01553 810584
WI: Monthly 2nd Tuesday Evening 01553 810407
Watlington Players: Weekly Friday Evenings
Watlington Young Players: Weekly Friday Evening
01553 810732

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086
Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or
barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop
Angel Pub & Restaurant: 01553 811588
Post Office Stores: 01553 810263
Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133
Watlington Garage: 01553 811748

The local Facebook Directory
Police: Non-emergency 101
Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999
Electricity Emergency: 105

We have drawn together a list of local Facebook community sites
known to us. Not on the list? Contact us through our Facebook
page!

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water 0800 771 881
Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008

Watlington village people - issues and events
Watlington Gossip: Watlington WI
Watlington Sports & Social club
The Angel Watlington
Watlington Grand Village Fete

For links to local websites use our website

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk
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The Gossip Photo Gallery

Building friendships and towers

The Multi-Use games table in action
at the Swan Youth Project in the Village Hall

Still remains most popular activity - paper, glue and scissors

Emma & Vicky painting the stage front at the Village Hall

A replica ampulla alongside the Millennium Green find

CGM kindly sponsoring Watlington 1st & reserve team tracksuit tops
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