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Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 
01366 385854 
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The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for 

its continued funding. The committee does not accept any 

responsibility for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 

advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor 

does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints 

expressed by our contributors in articles  or other items 

published in these pages. 

Guidance Notes for Contributors  

Please keep your articles to around 500 words (1/2 page) or 

1000 words (full page). This will be reduced by about 125 

words if a photograph or drawing is to be included.  Please 

send photographs and advertisements in jpg format. Sorry, 

we do not accept ‘advertising features’ or insert adverts. 

Front Cover 

The Gossip Team 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Clanpress Ltd 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 85 of the Gossip is 

1st February for publication by 1st March 2020 

Watlington Gossip 

Published by The Volunteer Committee of 

Watlington Community Magazine  

Your Editorial Team 

Editor 

Colin Vince 

01553 769171; watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Advertising 

Brenda Leedell 

01553 810848; watgossipads@gmail.com 

Deputy Editor 

Brian Rogers 

01553  813090; cmotdbrian@gmail.com 

Jean Golding (Chairman) 

01553 811362; jean@goldings.biz 

Andy Prior 

01553 810863; apriorgossip@gmail.com 

Website and Distribution 

Keith Leedell 

01553 810848; watlingtonnorfolk@gmail.com 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Seasonal Thoughts 

Once more it’s that time of year 

Time to get some Christmas cheer 

Mull the wine and pick the holly 

No excuses-let’s be jolly! 

Stir the pudding, quench the cake 

Buy enough wine to fill a lake 

Get that tree up (in December) 

Make a season to remember. 

Dance to cheesy Christmas tunes 

Smooch to songs that mention moons 

Forget your worries for a while 

Celebrate with lots of style 

Eat too much chocolate and pud 

Have a week off being good 

Wear silly jumpers and PJ’s 

Make the most of relaxed days 

Give thanks for family and friends 

Love and friendship never ends 

But Christmas does, so make the most 

Of these few days and raise a toast 

Let the festivities begin- 

Now, where did I put that gin? 

Elaine Carpenter 

Welcome to The Winter 2019 Edition of 
the Watlington Gossip 

At the time of writing the campaign will still be well under 

way. You listen to all the arguments about this will be 

better than that. But time is beginning to run short and 

choices will have to be made. Yes, Christmas shopping 

can be such a head scratching exercise! 

Once again it is time to say thank you to all our contribu-

tors, advertisers and distributors for their help and 

support during 2019. This year has been when the news 

was changing from day to day, almost as much as the 

weather, which bought us a mixed summer and for the 

most part a very rainy autumn. 

2020 is a Leap Year. Alas it doesn’t mean you get an extra 

day in bed; for most working folk it means you have to 

work an extra day for no additional pay!  

2020 is also interesting in that it one of the few years 

when on the 2nd, 20th and 22nd February a digital clock 

recording time and date will use only the digits 0 and 2 

at various times during the day. 

The Gossip Team Wishes Everybody a Very 

Happy Christmas and New Year. 

The Gossip Christmas 

Quiz  is on Page 18 
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Village News and Views 

Watlington Gossip Grants 

The Gossip has funds available for grants to local groups  

to help towards the purchase of specific items. (We do 

not contribute towards running costs.) Our grants are 

usually in the range £200 -£300.   

All we ask is an article about your group as a follow-up. 

Contact any member of the Gossip Team for further 

information.   

Advertising rates for one year (4 issues) 

1/16th page £35;   1/8th  page £55;   1/4  page  £75 

1215 copies distributed each quarter 

Anglian Water Splashes Out 

Anglian Water completed works at the beginning of 

October to help maintain the water supply in Watlington 

following years of intermittent outages.   

Thanks to much persistence from resident John Bissell, 

the water company has carried out works to provide a 

more stable power supply to their backup generator for 

the pumping equipment. 

The Local Development Plan 

The Local Plan in the Borough currently consists of the 

Core Strategy (adopted 2011) and the Site Allocations and 

Development Management Policies Plan (adopted 2016).  

These two documents have been combined in a draft 

document which sets out a strategy and detail for  

delivering growth in the Borough, identifying where  

development should be located and how it should be  

delivered up to 2036.   

Consultations on the Local Plan took place in Spring and 

saw many objections to the site allocation area proposed 

for Watlington in the first draft of the document.  

At the time of writing there is no further information 

about any changes to the proposals. A new version of the 

plan is anticipated to be published towards the end of the 

year or in early 2020. 

Watlington Fete Committee AGM 

The next Watlington Fete is planned for  13 June 2020.  

There will be an AGM and first planning meeting on     

13 January 2020 in the Dyson Room in the Watlington 

Sports & Social Club at 8pm.  All Welcome.   

Rail News 

Watlington is one of the stations that should benefit up to 

£80K from the Govia Thameslink Railway Passenger 

Benefit Fund, set up after the timetable fiasco of 2018 on 

the instruction of the government. The total fund is £15 

million.  

The Parish Council has put in a bid for a additional ticket 

machine on the Lynn platform, to alleviate the problem 

of crossing the line to purchase a ticket when using the  

carpark.  

The Fen Line Users Association (FLUA) has also submit-

ted a bid  which includes a contribution to the highway 

authority for measures to deal with parking issues 

experienced by residents on the roads to the east of the 

station, a Harington hump, (a partial solution to this long 

standing problem of user access to railway carriages from 

relatively low station platforms), a defibrillator and a water 

refill station. 

Allocation of the funds is due to be announced at any 

time soon (!). 

The Fen Line Users Association (FLUA) works to 

develop services on the King's Lynn to Cambridge line. 

They seek to secure the best service on the line from the 

fast-changing railway scene by working with all parties in 

the rail industry and with other relevant bodies in the 

development of the Thameslink Southern and Great 

Northern (TSGN) franchise on the Fen Line.  

FLUA are looking for more supporters in the Watlington 

area. To join costs just £7 a year or £21 for 4 years. More 

information about the association can be found on their 

website at www.flua.org.uk. 

Don’t forget to check train services if travelling at 

weekends and over the Christmas / New Year because  

of on-going engineering works and the usual seasonal  

timetable changes. 
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WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 

Vacancies for Parish Councillors 
 

Would you like to have input into 

important decisions that make a 

difference in your village? 

Yes? 

Apply to become a Parish Councillor  

The Parish Council currently has three vacancies for 

Parish Councillors to bring  the Council up to their 

allocated number of eleven.   

If you are interested or would like further information 

please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details are on page 34. 

Village News and Views 

Al-anon Family Support Group  

We are a support group for relatives and friends of any-

one with an alcohol problem whether you still live with 

that person or not, or the person is still drinking or not.  

We meet every Friday at 1.15pm at the Methodist Church, 

Downham Market.   

02075 932070   www.al.alanonuk.org.uk 

 Day:    Thursday (term time only) 

Time:  4.45pm—6.45pm 

New Youth Venture Arrives 

The Swan Youth Project has started an exciting new 

group  for 10 - 18 year olds at the at the Village Hall.  

As they say in their notice below, it will offer a safe space 

to meet friends, with a basic café available. 

The meeting day is Thursday, the time 4.45pm - 6.45pm, 

during term time. Outside of term time arrangements are 

awaiting to be confirmed. 

The project will be run by a professional youth team and 

is free. The project is also supported by the Parish   

Council who are currently funding the hall hire charges. 

Top Award for Magpie Centre 

Teamwork by staff and volunteers at the Magpie Centre, 

home of West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Associa-

tion, was recognized recently when the Centre was  

awarded a 5-star Licence, the highest accolade, by the 

Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk. 

In the last year, the Council’s requirements for the 

Licence, for activities involving animals and hiring out of 

horses, have been revised and upgraded, so gaining the  

5-star level is a great achievement. 

Said WNRDA Chairwoman Rosie O’Grady: ‘This is a 

tribute to our loyal staff and volunteers, who have worked 

so hard for many months to ensure that the Centre came 

out on top.’ 

As well as supplying riding and carriage driving lessons to 

people of all ages and with a wide variety of physical and 

learning disabilities, the Magpie Centre is opening its 

doors to people living with dementia. 

ww.rda-westnorfolk.org.uk 

01553 810202 
magpiecentrewnrda@hotmail.co.uk 
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News from the Medical Centre 

Winter is upon us.  If you have yet to get your flu jab then 

please contact us as soon as possible! 

Our practice manager, Scilla, who has worked at Watling-

ton for the last 18 years will be starting her well earned 

retirement at the end of the year. She has steered the 

practice through many changes both locally and within 

the NHS as a whole and we all wish her the very best for 

a wonderful time when she finishes. 

As the nights draw in we tend to start eating richer foods 

and soon it will be the time of year for the odd tipple. 

Not many of us eat wild boar and drink port on a regular 

basis but this is the classic combination many of us may 

associate with the condition called Gout. So what exactly 

is Gout? Gout affects 1% of the population and causes 

attacks of very painful inflammation in one or more 

joints. It is a type of arthritis and often comes on rapidly, 

not infrequently waking people in the night. Usually one 

joint is affected, commonly the base of the big toe but 

sometimes other joints for example the knee or hand.  It  

lasts up to 10 days without treatment. Sometimes the joint 

can be damaged, or kidney stones can form. Some people 

develop  crystal swellings called tophi in the skin. 

Gout is caused by a chemical in the blood, called uric acid 

(urate). Uric acid is usually harmless and is made in the 

body. Most is passed out but in people with gout the 

amount of uric acid in the blood builds up. If the level is 

too high  tiny grit-like crystals of uric acid may form and  

typically collect in a joint and  irritate the tissues causing 

inflammation, swelling and pain - a gout attack 

In most people with gout, the kidneys do not pass out 

enough uric acid,  In some people there are other causes 

such as  drinking too much alcohol, not having enough 

vitamin C in your diet, drinking too many drinks 

sweetened with fructose and eating certain foods in 

particular, a lot of liver, kidneys, heart, herring, sardines, 

yeast extracts, or mussels. 

Some medicines may raise the level of uric acid - for 

example, 'water' tablets (diuretics),  aspirin, and some 

chemotherapy. People with certain other conditions have 

an increased risk of developing gout, including Obesity, 

high blood pressure, kidney damage,  diabetes, bone  

marrow disorders, cholesterol disorders, vascular disease. 

Treating an episode of Gout 

Try and raise the limb to help reduce the swelling. An ice 

pack (or a pack of frozen peas) held against the inflamed 

joint may ease the pain until the gout treatment medicines 

(below) start to work: 

A short course of an anti inflammatory pain killer will 

quickly ease most gout attacks (within 12-24 hours). 

Check with your doctor if it is OK for you to take these. 

Colchicine is an alternative medicine that eases gout 

attacks. It is usually only used if you have problems or 

side-effects with anti-inflammatory painkillers. Steroid 

tablets are sometimes used.  

How can further gout attacks be prevented? 

If you are overweight, try to reduce this. This can  lower 

the uric acid (urate) level. However, do not use high-

protein diets or starvation diets. Try and avoid high 

protein and foods rich in purines as above  If you drink 

a lot of alcohol reduce the amount that you drink.  

If you are taking any medicines, check whether they are a 

cause of gout (see above). An alternative medicine may be 

available. Your doctor will advise. Avoid dehydration by 

drinking plenty of water (up to two litres per day unless 

there is a medical reason to not do so). 

High blood pressure is more common in people with 

gout, get it checked!   

Allopurinol is a commonly used medicine to prevent gout 

attacks. Allopurinol does not have any effect during a 

gout attack and it is not a painkiller. It works by lowering 

the level of uric acid in the blood. It takes 2-3 months to 

become fully effective. You need to take it every day to 

keep the uric acid level normal to prevent gout attacks. 

We all wish you a Happy and Healthy Christmas and 

New Year. 

Watlington Medical Centre 
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  

Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 

Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 

Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  
Mobile 07930718183 

St Marys Bed and Breakfast 
St Marys Lodge,  Church Road 

Wiggenhall St Mary,  King’s Lynn,  PE34 3EH 
4 star accommodation  

in comfortable and peaceful surroundings 

Fully Ensuite Rooms 

WiFi      Safe Car Parking 

Contact Simon or Scilla Ash 

Tel: 01553 617469       Mob:  0777 165 8422 

scillaash@hotmail.co.uk 

www.stmarysbandb.co.uk  

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating  

Interior/Exterior 

Tel:  0771 2893277email:  
skservices66@gmail.com 

Qualified Chiropodist 
HPC Registered. 

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.C.Ha. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. PE30 1NN 

Tel: 079190 25260 / 077676 16793 

Or 01366 388839  

Home visits available in the Downham Market,  

King's Lynn and surrounding areas 

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 
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News from Watlington Community Primary School 

Medical Centre Opening Hours 

Monday  08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Tuesdays  08.30 - Noon 

Wednesday 08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Thursday  08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Friday   08.30 - 13.00  14.00 - 18.30 

Closed Saturdays and Sundays 

Outside of the above times call 111 

General: 01553 810253 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

As I sit down to write this article for the Gossip, the 

clocks have just gone back. Of course this means that the 

nights and the mornings will be getting a lot darker, but 

the light that welcomes us back into our homes at the end 

of day is so comforting. It struck me that light in the 

darkness is incredibly important for everyone – did you 

know it appears in many religious and secular festivals at 

this time of year?  

It starts in October with the festival of Diwali; this Hindu 

festival of light welcomes the goddess of Lakshmi into 

their homes through lighting candles, saying prayers and 

sometimes exchanging small gifts. Does this sound  

familiar?  

You might have heard of Hanukkah – a Jewish festival of 

light that lasts for 8 days, celebrating the victory of the 

Maccabees over the Syrians. This year Hanukkah lasts 

from 22 December to 30 December.  

How about the lighting of the Yule Log? The term yule 

was first recorded in the early 900s and was a 12 day  

celebration of Midwinter. The yule log was a large log 

brought into the house and after it was lit should have 

lasted for the whole of the 12 day celebration. Of course 

today it is more normally found coated in chocolate and 

eaten!  

Then there is the Swedish festival of Saint Lucy.  

Traditionally celebrated on 13th December Lucy is  

depicted as a lady dressed in white wearing a red sash and 

with a headdress of lighted candles. This dates back to 

Roman times when Lucy brought food to Christians  

hiding in the catacombs. It is said that she wore candles 

on her headdress to allow her to carry as much as  

possible.  

And of course I am sure many of you light advent candles 

in anticipation of Christmas. And then, of course, there is 

the tradition of Christingles. Our youngest children  

always love to take part in the Christingle service at the 

church.  

The day before, they make their Christingles and learn 

that each part of the Christingle has a purpose and a 

meaning: the orange represents the world; the red ribbon 

represents the blood of Jesus; the cocktail sticks the four 

seasons and compass directions; the fruits or sweets the 

fruits of the world and, of course the candle represents 

Jesus, who Christians refer to as “The Light of the 

World”.  

This year our service is planned for the 10th December – 

we look forward to seeing some of you there.  

As a school we believe it is important that we teach  

children to appreciate that it doesn’t matter who we are, 

we have more things in common than we do differences.  

Light in winter means so much to all of us, whoever we 

are and reflects this so clearly. Let’s all remember this 

whenever we light a candle, or just turn on the light when 

we get in from work on a dark night.  

Ruth McGlone 
Headteacher  

“Growing and Learning Together” 

Light in the Darkness  
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CAM-CLEAN 

Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  
For Free Estimates 

Call Malcolm on  
01366 385802 or 07890872285 
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Watlington Church News 

Carol Services 

5th Dec 2pm – Stow Bardolph School Christmas Service 

     in Church 

8th Dec 4pm – Fincham Carol Service  

10th Dec 2pm – Watlington School Christingle Service 

     in Church 

11th Dec 7pm – Runcton Holme Carol Service  

15th Dec 11am – Nordelph Communion Service with Carols  

15th Dec 6pm – Marham Carol Service  

18th Dec 1.30pm - Shouldham School Year-End Service  

     in Church  

19th Dec 6.30pm – Shouldham Thorpe Carol Service 

19th Dec 7pm – Shouldham Carol Service  

20th Dec 7pm – Stowbridge Carol Service  

Christmas Eve 

3pm – Stow Bardolph Crib Service  

4pm – Watlington Crib and Carol Service  

11pm – Marham Midnight Christmas Communion  

11.30pm – Shouldham Midnight Christmas Communion  

11.30pm – Fincham Midnight Christmas Communion  

Christmas Day 

9.30am – Shouldham Thorpe Family Service  

11am – Stowbridge Christmas Communion 

Dear Reader 

Christmas reminds us that God is with us; and He is  

often with us in surprising ways! 

Francis Thompson was a drug addict who lived off 

opium. Rejected from Oxford University thrice, kicked 

out from his home, he lived in two places. During the 

day, he’d sell shoelaces and pencils to buy his drugs in 

the place for the losers and the lost in London’s Charing 

Cross. At night, he would go with his dirty raincoat 

wrapped around and sleep by the River Thames. Often, 

he’d pick up newspapers from the dustbins of London 

and write letters to the editor. The editor would say, “A 

greater than a Milton is among us, but there’s no return 

address.” 

One day, Thompson picked up the Scriptures, was 

reading the book of Genesis and wrote about his  

experience of God in the famous poem 'The Hound of 

Heaven': 

I fled Him, down the nights and down the days; 

I fled Him, down the arches of the years; 

I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways; 

Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears 

I hid from Him, and under running laughter… 

Adown Titanic glooms of chasmèd fears, 

From those strong Feet that followed, followed after…. 

But (when so sad thou canst not sadder) 

Cry;—and upon thy so sore loss 

Shall shine the traffic of Jacob’s ladder 

Pitched betwixt Heaven and Charing Cross. 

Yea, in the night, my Soul, my daughter, 

Cry,—clinging Heaven by the hems; 

And lo, Christ walking on the water 

Not of Gennesareth, but Thames! 

This Christmas, come and join us at one of for our  

services. God is nearer than you think! 

Yours prayerfully, 

DK, Revd Dr David, Priest-in-Charge 

louise.vigus@westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk 

07596 707469 

Church Office, 27/29 Bridge Street, 

Downham Market PE38 9DW 

Church Services Rota 

At Watlington on the second Sunday of the month at 11am - 
December 8th, January 12th, February 9th 

Advent and Christmas services  

Sunday December 1st 9.30am Runcton Home 

Sunday December 8th 11am Watlington 

Tuesday December 10th 2pm School Christingle Service 

Saturday December 14th 3.30pm Wisbech Association of  
       Bellringers Carol Service 

Sunday December 15th 9.30am Wormegay 

Sunday December 22nd 11am Tottenhill 

Tuesday December 24th Christmas Eve 4pm Crib and 
        Carol Service  

Diary Date 

Church Christmas Fayre in Watlington Village Hall 
 on Saturday 7th December 2pm. 
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Tel: 01553 390428    Mob: 07810653784 

info@ojwservices.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all aspects of Carpentry, Joinery and made to 

measure furniture call Martyn on 07903 238233 



 

13 

Watlington Young Players 

Directed by Megan Abbott, Musically directed by Debbie 

Bennett and choreographed by Mandi and Jess Field.  

Performance dates: Saturday 15th, Sunday 16th, 

Friday 21st, Saturday 22nd February 2020.  

 A sleeping Princess, a witch and three unconventional 

fairies. Plus a doting royal Nanny, two comic villains and a 

dashing Prince. All combine to make this comic retelling 

of the story of Sleeping Beauty. We hope you will all 

come along to join in this fun show! Please spread the 

word.  

We are always looking to find new members to join our 

society. This doesn’t have to just be for performances on 

stage, but technical crew, musicians and backstage team 

members.  

Please get in touch if you would like more information.  

www.watlingtonplayers.com     

www.facebook.com/watlingtonplayers 

chairman@watlingtonplayers.com 

Watlington Players 

We have welcomed 9 new members to our club this term 

and have been holding a series of drama games and work-

shops to improve our performance skills.   

We are excited to announce our next production will be 

the Disney version of Alice in Wonderland Junior which 

will be performed on Saturday and Sunday 27th and 28th 

June 2020.  

Singing rehearsals will commence after Half Term along 

with preparations for our annual Children in Need 

fundraiser which will be on Friday 15th November.  

The waiting list continues to grow but if you are 

interested in joining us please contact me and as soon as 

a place becomes available I will be in touch.  It is usually 

at the start of the school year – September – when we 

welcome new members.   

I was pleased to see that in the latest excellent 

production by the Watlington Players of 12th Night, there 

were 4 ex-WYPS taking part.  It is so good that their love 

of drama continues after they have left us when they are 

16 plus. 

About WPYS 

We were formed in November 2011.  

We meet on Friday evenings in the Jubilee Hall during 

term time between 6 and 8pm usually – although these 

times might vary depending on which age group. 

We have a Junior section for those from 7 to 11 years 

and a Senior Section for those from 12 to 16 years old. 

Once a year we usually present a musical type production 

and occasionally a play.  This summer we performed the 

Disney Junior version of Aladdin and next summer we 

will be performing the Disney Junior version of Alice in 
Wonderland. 

Sometimes a few of our members also take part in  

Watlington Players’ (our ‘parent’ company) productions.  

I think some are hoping to be in the forthcoming  

Pantomime the Sleeping Beauty to be held during  

February half term – see the Players entry for the dates. 

When not rehearsing we hold a series of workshops and 

drama games which are fun and hopefully aid perfor-

mance skills. 

We do have a waiting list but if anyone is interested – boy 

or girl – then please contact me and I will put you on the 

list.  We usually recruit in September of each year  

although sometimes a vacancy occurs during the year. 

Penny Cooke   01553 810732 

Church Christmas Fayre  
2pm Saturday 7 December    

Watlington Village Hall  
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Your Parish Council News 

30 July 2019 Parish Council Meeting 

 Mr Antony Culy was is co-opted as a Parish Councillor. 

There are currently three casual vacancies. 

 The contracted Litter Picker has resigned.  Mr Andy Nicol, 

local Scout Leader advised that they would be able to help 

clear the bins in the village as this helped them  obtain 

their badges. 

 Borough Cllr Bhondi had advised that permission for the 

boundaries for the Wildlife Park and the high banks was 

given by the Planning Authority. 

 Councillors approved the Sports & Social Club’s request to 

stand a 44ft trailer on the Village Hall car park for their 

music event being held on 26th August. The Sports & 

Social Club confirmed that they now have a full Committee  

and would be working to improve the Club’s décor and 

facilities, help aid charities through event fundraising and 

generally improve the welfare of residents’ wellbeing by 

hosting new and varied events throughout the year.  

Events would include sporting activities with use of the 

Multi Use Games Area, and a fully funded youth club 

throughout the summer holidays for 11-18 year olds. 

 The Kings Lynn Rapid Relief Team (RRT) had kindly 

donated a dog bin to the Council to be placed in the car 

park by the Relief Channel. The cost for emptying the bin 

would be £76.96 a year. 

 £10 was granted under S137 to the MAGPAS Air 

Ambulance to help supply the team with 6 doses of 

morphine in their kit. 

 The maintenance gate on the Stone Close Play Area and 

various other play items had been repaired by Mr K 

Leedell.  A vote of thanks was given to Mr Leedell. 

 Council agreed a sum of £15  for the BS EN 15312 

signage required on the Multi Use Games Areas (MUGA). 

 Council approved the purchase of a dog bin (£165.59 ex-

VAT) for the footpath leading to Warren Close Play Area 

to help stop people using the existing waste bin for dog 

waste. 

 Council approved the purchase of two swing seats, a 

spring for the maintenance gate and replacement safety 

matting for the Stone Close Play Area at a cost of £87.12 

(EX-VAT). 

 Top soil had been purchased to fill large holes on the the 

Glebe Field.  The remaining soil would be placed in the 

sand pit on the Recreation Ground in September 2019 by 

the Community Payback Team. 

 A quote for professional trimming of a large  silver birch 

tree on Meadows Green, which overhangs a neighbouring 

garden, was being sought. 

 The SAM2  speed sign has been relocated and 

downloading data would take place shortly. 

 Highways had advised that it did not approve mirrors being 

placed by roads.  If a mirror was sited at the entrance of 

the Village Hall car park, it would need to be set back in 

the hedge and the work carried out by the Parish Council 

or Village Hall Management Committee. 

 A bid has been sent to Govia Thameslink Railway’s Local 

Passenger Benefit Fund.  The bids, in priority order are 

Ticket machine, Ticket machine with canopy, Shelter, 

Seating and added cycle security. Successful awards 

would be announced from September 2019.  

 The trod link from Magdalen funded by the Parish  

Partnership scheme has now been completed. 

 Work on the John Davis Way to Paige Close trod and 

School Keep Clear zig zag lines would be commencing in 

the school holidays, funding under the Parish Partnership 

Scheme. 

 For the Parish Partnership Scheme funding 2020/21 a 

footway in Mill Road was put forward to include that the 

current green area on the junction of Mill Road/Plough 

Lane be shingled to enable vehicles to park. 

 Norfolk County Council has approved double yellow lines 

on the junction corners to help alleviate parking problems 

on John Davis Way.  However there was no funding. Other 

funding is being sought, either from the annual County 

Councillor’s budget or by a bid the  2020/21 Parish 

Partnership Scheme. The possibility of H Bars outside of 

residents homes was stull being investigated.  

 Norfolk County Council has advised that neither Downham 

Road nor Thieves Bridge Road are considered danger 

points and as such schemes like zebra crossings or 

chicanes were extremely expensive and would not be 

considered. 

 Council agreed the relocation of the 30mph flashing sign 

on Thieves Bridge Road to the junction by Mill Road. 

 It was noted that The Old Rectory and Moat, Downham 

Road is now a Historic England Named Structure on the 

list of Building of Special or Historic Interest and the 

Schedule of Monuments. 

3 September 2019 Parish Council Meeting 

 The Council thanked the King’s Lynn Rapid Relief Team 

(RRT) for the donation of a dog bin and the global RRT for 

their compassionate work carried out in Norfolk and 

around the work. (See https://www.rapidreliefteam.org/

blog/region/uk/ for more information on the RRT. 

 Following concerns about the lack of a footpath on parts of 

Mill Road, it was confirmed that a quotation was being 

sought from Highways for a trod to be installed and 

signage to indicate ‘no footpath’ where appropriate.  

 It was agreed to contact the Churchwardens following 

concerns about parking arrangements for special events 

at the church. 

 The Clerk reported that an emergency purchase of litter 

picking tools had been required for the new contractor. 

Cost £21 
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No Computer?  Pop your article or letter into the Gossip 

box in the Post Office or post it in the letter box outside 

the Parish Council Office. 

Your Parish Council News 

 The Council could not assist in the purchase or servicing of 

a dog bin  at the Medical Centre as it is private land. 

 Council refused a request to move a dog bin located near 

75 Fen Road. 

 Cllr Culy agreed to take over the fortnightly inspections of 

the Stone Close Play Area. 

 Electricity costs for the MUGA floodlighting were £375 for 

the previous 7 months. The lights would be monitored to 

ensure they were operating to the timer schedule and 

costs reviewed at the end of a full year. A change of bulb 

to LEDs was also being investigated. 

 Quotes are being sought to trim a silver birch tree on 

Meadows Green, which overhangs 10 Thomas Close and 

to trim hedging on the Tots Play Area on the Recreation 

Ground. 

 The clerk to write to the owners of 6 Thomas Close about 

their fencing which was a hazard for users of Meadows 

Green. 

 A new Treasurer has been confirmed on the Village Hall 

Committee. Also the Main Hall floor had been stripped and 

resurfaced, the curtains cleaned and the entrance 

redecorated. 

 Following a complaint about early morning noise 

disturbance to nearby residents of the Paige Close 

allotments it was agreed to review the tenancy contract if 

further complaints were received from residents of 

properties adjacent to the allotment car park. 

 Residents are to be encouraged through the Gossip to 

consider joining the Fen Line Users Assocation as there 

are currently no members in Watlington. 

 Work on the John Davis Way to Paige Close trod and 

School Keep Clear zig zag lines have been delayed. No 

new date had been confirmed by Highways.  

 For the Partnership Scheme 2020/2021 a quotation was 

awaited from Highways for a trod in Mill Lane.  It was also 

agreed to seek a quotation from Westcotec for another 

SAM2 speeding sign. 

 County Cllr Long had confirmed his agreement, in 

principal, to provide funding from his annual budget for 

double yellow lines on the junction corners in John Davis 

Way.  A quote is awaited from Highways. 

 The Clerk had requested a quotation from Highways to 

relocate the flashing 30mph sign in Thieves Road to the 

junction of Mill Lane and was still awaiting a response. 

 Because of the good community use of the Watlington 

Community Facebook page, it was agreed not to set up 

a Parish Council page at the current time. 

Future Meetings of the Parish Council  

21 January - Jubilee Hall 7pm  

 25 February - Committee Room  7pm  

 

 Interested in following up on any of the  

Council news items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council meetings 

are available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 All local planning applications and decisions can be 

viewed at west-norfolk.gov.uk, follow the links. 

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is open 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 1pm. (Please call 

01553 810777 to confirm that the office is open.) 

Full contact details for the Parish Council are on page 34. 

 NO Allotment Vacancies 
There are no plots available to rent on the 

allotment sites at the time of going to press.   

However, please contact the Parish Clerk if you would 

like to be on the waiting list. 
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     POOLE PLASTERING 

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Estimates Free  
 

5 Bure Close, Watlington,  Norfolk, PE33 0TN  

Telephone:  01553 810668 
 

Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader 
Approved by Age Concern 

 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel Nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 

By Julie Newman 

Christmas Eve is a wonderful time to be a child – waking in the middle of the night bursting with excitement and 

the question, ‘Has he been yet?’ 

 I would wake up several times to see if the expected sack of presents had magically appeared at the end of my 

bed, but if it hadn’t, I would try and go back to sleep. One year I just could not sleep and I learned later that my 

parents kept coming up to check on me and finally resorted to asking Father Christmas to leave my presents 

downstairs!  

One year I got up at some unearthly hour when I saw that Father Christmas had indeed left my sack and there was 

one present poking out invitingly at the top. I tried to keep my hands off it until daylight but curiosity got the better 

of me. A huge box of watercolours slipped out of the wrapping paper. I opened it to find four pallets of paints with 

two brushes. Wonderful!  Just one more present, I told myself, but before I knew it I was halfway down the sack. 

My dad heard me and came in wearing his pyjamas and dressing gown, a big smile on his face. ‘Oh, has he been, 

then? What have you got?’ At the bottom of the sack I found a chocolate coin in gold foil the size of a saucer, with 

the message scratched into the foil, ‘To Julie from Santa.’ I was bowled over – he’d written it with his own hand, 

just for me! Years later, when I mentioned this to my dad, he was amazed that his thoughtfulness had had this 

effect on me.  

In later years, my younger sister and brother and I would tiptoe downstairs on a dark Christmas morning and open 

the door onto the glowing multi-coloured fairy lights and the wonderful smell of the pine tree permeating the 

room. We each found presents designated to us on separate chairs, with a name sitting invitingly on top of each 

pile. When I was twelve, I had been hoping for a bicycle for weeks and was overjoyed when I came down on 

 Christmas morning to a red and white Palm Beach standing in the front room with my name on, complete with 

the saddle, saddlebag and handle grips all in tan.     

 A few days before Christmas, Dad would bring in the Norway spruce and stand it in the corner of the front room. 

We would all try to wait patiently while he screwed on the multi-coloured fairy lights, hoping they would all work! 

(We only ever had the one set – things were made to last in those days.) That achieved, we would all help to dress 

the tree with fragile glass baubles and tinsel.  

 On Christmas Eve, Dad would play Carols on his hi-fi while the delicious aroma of Mum’s mince pies wafted along 

from the kitchen. In the evening our neighbours would pop in to exchange presents and enjoy a glass of ‘good’ 

sherry and a mince pie.   

We all dressed up in our best clothes on Christmas day, pulled the crackers, wore the paper hats and laughed at 

the corny jokes. Nanna and Mum cooked the Christmas dinner between them; a delicious roast turkey or capon 

and all the accompaniments and the gravy that Mum was famous for. Nanna made her own Christmas puddings six 

weeks in advance and I loved to help her stir the spicy mixture, make a wish and add the silver charms and three-

penny bits wrapped in tissue paper. This pudding was served with rum sauce on the day and considered good luck 

if you found a piece of silver in your portion. Tea time was another lavish meal of trifle or fruit jelly eaten with thin 

slices of bread and butter, cold meats and pickles. Mum’s Christmas cake took centre stage, iced with miniature 

figures standing in the ‘snow’ and finished with a cake frill. We would all gather round to eat our tea in front of the 

black and white television with programmes worth watching. Happy days. 

{Struggling to find a Christmas present for that special person? I have some signed copies of my books £5.00 each. Email  

julie3wwn@mypostoffice.co.uk or phone 01553 278944 for details, or go to Amazon search ALL for  ‘No One Comes Close A 

Memoir’. Click Author name} 
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The  Gossip Christmas Quiz 2019 

 A Question (or two) of Numbers 

1) Who are these six US Presidents: 

JFK, LBJ, FDR, Tricky Dicky, Ike, Dubya? 

2) Which have been the six longest running Musical productions in the West End? 

3) In order, which are the 6 most populous nations? 

4) What are the next 3 numbers in this series: 

1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13? 

5) Name the one opera written by Beethoven? 

6) What were the Beatles 6 biggest selling singles? 

7) 8 Actors have starred in the role of James Bond. The first was Barry Nelson (Who?) in 1954. 

Who were the other 7? 

8) Four drivers have each won over 50 Formula One races.  Who are they? 

9) Three England goalkeepers have each been awarded 75 or more caps. Who are they? 

10) Five players have taken more than 300 test wickets for England. Who are they? 

11) Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan have appeared together in three romantic comedies. What are they? 

12) Two is better than one. Add the missing name: 

Burke and    . Ben and   . Ronnie and   . Neil and   . Procter and .  

Abbott and   . Captain and   . Tom and   . Cathy and   . Bogart and  .  

Dolce and   .  Egg and  . 

13) There are 6 Burnhams in Norfolk. Can you name them? 

14) BBC Radios 2, 3 and 4 used to have other names before 30 September 1967. What were they? 

15) Who played the Magnificent 7, either the 1960 or 2016 version (or both if you want)? 

 Answers are on the village website at www.watlingtonnorfolk,co.uk (Or on Google if you want the easy 

route - other search engines are available). Answers not subject to verification by our team of trained 

researchers, cheating allowed. No prizes as usual and definitely no arguing with your spouse over any of the 

answers! End of small print. 
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The Perfect Christmas 

Walking in crisp snow beneath snow laden trees, the sound 

of gentle chimes drifting in the breeze 

Snuggling by a roaring fire, glühwein in your hand, listening 

to the Christmas album from your favourite band. 

Cooking dinner for fifteen, a smile upon your face, elegant 

and serene, clad in velvet and lace 

Everyone is smiling and praising all the food, oldies are 

entertaining and children never rude. 

Everybody drinks enough, but never to excess, not a drop 

of gravy has touched your special dress 

Your husband looks so dashing, decked out in his best, full 

of wit and hospitality, jokes all pass the test 

A perfect Christmas, just like all the adverts on TV, but now

- oh dear- here comes reality 

Sliding home on Christmas Eve already tired and cross, late 

because you had to have a sherry with the boss 

Got to do some housework, at least shine up the loos-“Will 

somebody PLEASE put away all of those shoes!” 

Christmas day, the presents done, the family arrive, you’ve 

been up for ever and barely feel alive 

The turkey’s still have frozen and you haven’t set the table, 

no one else around you seems to be the least bit able. 

Red of face you labour on and get a dinner cooked,  

suddenly you realise that you have overlooked 

To cook the sprouts and make the gravy-you need enough 

of that to float the navy. 

Gran’s forget her hearing aid and the TV’s blaring , James 

bond in the background, doing something daring 

The kids are glued to mobile phones and their IPad, and 

quite a lot of “Christmas Cheer” has gone down Dad. 

You’ve not had time to titivate, just a flannel rub, no pretty 

dress or manicure, let alone facial scrub. 

Your husband’s wearing his old shirt, a far cry from his best, 

and peeping from the top you can just see a hint of vest. 

But would you change a thing? I don’t think you would, so 

treasure every moment and make the memories good. 

For each Christmas is perfect, no matter what went wrong, 

and there is always gin and wine to help you get along! 

Elaine Carpenter 

Crib and Carol Service 

 with 5 Lessons 

and Carols 

4.00 pm 24th December 2019 

St Peter and St Pauls Church, Watlington 

Children are invited to come along  

with their teddy bears 

Bring your favourite Teddy or any other cuddly toy and dress 
them up either as shepherds or angels or if you have any toy 
sheep or donkey, please bring them along too so that we can 
make up a Nativity scene during the service. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 

The Winter Solstice 
The winter solstice, hiemal solstice or hibernal solstice, 

also known as midwinter, occurs when one of the Earth's 

poles has its maximum tilt away from the Sun. It happens 

twice yearly, once in each hemisphere -  this year on  

Sunday 22 December at 04.19am in the UK. 

It marks the shortest day, 7 hours 49 minutes, and the 

beginning of lengthening days. 

Solstice is from the Roman Latin Solstitium meaning the 

Sun stands still. It can be called Midwinter, Yule or the 

longest night but opinion differs as some cultures call it 

the start of winter and Meteorologists count the first of 

December as the start of winter.  

It is not often the coldest time of year as there is a lag in 

temperature changes and weather patterns. In the old 

Julian calendar it was on the 25th December when the 

Norse celebrated the feast of Juul with the usual feasting 

and gives us Yule logs .  

The Romans had Saturnalia in honour of the God Saturn 

when institutions closed, law and order suspended and 

quarrels forgotten. So its their fault for the modern 

celebrations.  

In Asia there is the Dongzhi festival for the return of 

longer days part of the Ying and Yang philosophy of   

balance and harmony.  

In Iran eating drinking and poetry reading like us, but its 

pomegranates, watermelons and tea.  

The most famous celebration will be at Stonehenge when 

the sunrise can be seen through the stones. The theory is 

that the builders were able to predict the future growing 

season from the Solstice. It must have been a vital time 

given the time and effort to build the amazing site. 
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Norfolk County Council 

Highways Rangers 

The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway mainte-

nance and street scene improvements. These include: 

 Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road or 

footway; Clearing mud and soil from the road; Hand 

sweeping roads or pavements; Soil and seeding verges; 

Cutting verge grass; Cleaning out highways ditches, 

gullies and offlets; Washing signs, bollards or reflector 

posts 

Please contact the Parish Clerk to make a report.(p.34) 

Watlington Sports and Social Club is situated opposite the 

village hall and is a family members club with lots to offer 

for all age ranges.   

We offer good quality drink, food and snacks at 

affordable prices. We are signed up to both Sky and BT 

TV, which enables us to show all the big games on the 

large screens throughout the club. The club has 2 pool 

tables, dart board, juke box and puts on numerous events 

throughout the year for adults, children and families.  

The Social Club is home to Watlington Men’s Football 

Team, 5 Youth Football Teams (ranging from U7’s 

through to U15’s), Green Bowls Teams and Crib League. 

We welcome new members and the annual fees are very 

competitive, £10 for a single membership and £15 for 

couples/families.  Please feel free to pop in, have a look 

around and a chat with our friendly bar staff. 

Upcoming Events 

If you would like more information on any of the events 

listed please pop in or give us a call. More events will be 

added so watch the Entertainments Board / Facebook 

Page / Posters in the village for updates. 

Watlington Sports & Social Club 

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers 
More items that the ladies have made 

to go to where they are needed. If you 

enjoy knitting or sewing and are short 

of ideas as to what to make, then come 

and join us on the third Monday of the 

month. We meet at 16 Warren Close 

Watlington about 2pm to 4, or if you 

have knitted items they can always be 

dropped off.  

For further information contact: 

Janet Jones 01553 810868 

Watlington Craft Group 
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday morning of 

each month in the Jubilee Hall (9.30am till 

Noon) to pursue our various crafty interests. 

Please feel free to come along and meet with like-minded 

folk, learn and share tips etc or just knit and natter, sew 

or stick, whatever you like.    

£3 per session (for room hire) 

Ring Sheila on 01553 810575 for more information.  

Watlington WI  
The WI programme for 2020 is well in 

hand and we have many interesting 

speakers and activities already booked. 

Workshops:  We are always looking for different 

workshops to try, some of these we arrange to coincide 

with the Craft Group meetings (see item below).  

We had several pleasurable day trips out last year and 

there will be more in the planning stage for when the 

weather gets warmer (we hope).   

Regular updates on all our activities can be found on the 

website:  

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk - Women’s Institute.   

Why not check us out or ring Marion on 01553 810407 

for more info and come along and see what we do. 

Benefits and Advice Team 

We are available to help people complete the following 

forms: 

• Housing and Council Tax Benefit – means tested benefit 

• Discretionary Housing Payment 

• Attendance Allowance 

• Disability Living Allowance 

• Pension Credit 

• Carers Allowance 

You can contact us directly via our freephone Welfare 

Benefits Hotline on 0800 731 2253. Telephone queries are 

dealt with between 8.45am - 5.15pm Monday to Thursday 

and 8.45am - 4.45pm on Friday's 

Alternatively you can email us at any time to request a 

visit or ask for advice revenuesvisitingteam@west-

norfolk.gov.uk. We will answer your queries as soon as 

possible. 
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 

  C L E A N I N G 
 

  Windows,  Doors,   

    and  

   Framework  cleaned  

  Mobile No. 07787 200334 

(Based in Watlington)  
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Watlington Wednesday Club 

Watlington Wednesday Club had its 25th AGM in  

October with a new Committee elected including two new 

members. Many thanks were expressed to Janet Jones 

who had been the Chairman for three years.  

Watlington Wednesday Club, it’s all in the name, no 

doubt found in Watlington meeting on a Wednesday – 

what does it do? Why is it here? Well, twenty five years 

ago we had a post lady in the village called Nanette Tyrell 

who on her early rounds called on a number of people 

and as well as delivering mail, made sure they were OK, 

had made themselves a cup of tea, tied their shoelaces if 

they couldn’t bend down easily, life was simpler then, not 

so rushed. The internet was not so prevalent and there 

were more letters and birthday cards. In today’s words she 

was interested in people’s wellbeing and mental health.  

Realising that quite a few older people were on their own, 

extended family far away or even a couple did not see 

many people because neighbours dived into their cars in 

the morning and rushed off to work. So, Nanette talked 

to a few people and a public meeting was held in the  

Village Hall with the aim of starting a Club where people 

could meet others, chat, perhaps have an occasional 

speaker, go on outings together. Watlington Wednesday 

Club was born and has kept going, reaching the fine age 

of twenty-five years.  

The Club is open to all, but inevitably the members are 

retired as we meet in the afternoon. We do have more 

women than men, we chat and have speakers, go on short 

outings and support one another and have care for each 

other’s wellbeing. We welcome new members or anyone 

who just wishes to dip in for the occasional meeting when 

a topic interests you.  

Since the last Gossip publication, we have had our annual 

Croquet competition at Stow Hall, instructed by the 

wonderful Jonathan Toye, when the winners were Pat and 

Richard Aisthorpe against some stiff competition.  

Congratulation go to them. We also enjoyed playing 

petanque on the Millennium Green with representatives 

from the Millennium Green Committee, great fun.  

Annual Membership fee is £5, meeting attendance £1.50, 

visitors £2 and we usually have a raffle with members 

bringing a small prize. 

Barbara Church (Chairman) 01553810584 
barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Events Diary 2pm at the Village Hall 

December 11th Christmas Party with Vera’s Game 

January 8th Games Afternoon 

January 22nd Quiz with Richard Aisthorpe 

February 12th Watatunga Wildlife Reserve with Anna 

     or Edward Pope 

February 26th What we used to do 

Christmas Cheer 

Gold lanterns flicker one by one 

As a light snow begins to fall 

Evening comes with the setting sun 

And the church bells begin to call. 

Christmas time is here once more 

Goodwill and peaceful time to see 

And gaze this wonderland with awe 

When santa gives his love for free. 

Happy days with so much calm 

With presents and tinsel and fare 

To see the magic of Christmas charm 

Happy Christmas for all to share 

John Reynolds 

Christmas Time 

What can I say about Christmas time 

That hasn't been said before? 

How can I think of a different rhyme? 

I don't want to be a bore. 

I could alter the century, update the scene, 

Like Shakespeare in modern dress. 

Or make the three magi two kings and a queen, 

Now that would be sure to impress. 

But no, there is nothing that I need to do, 

No clever new words I can say. 

The simple, but wonderful message comes 
through, 

At the Infants' Nativity play. 

Where angels, with haloes that will go askew, 

And shepherds that point and say "Lo!" 

And kings who are just a bit late with their cue, 

And parents with faces aglow. 

All sense, through the hassle and rush of it all, 

The shopping, the cooking, the fuss. 

That the innocent baby asleep in the stall, 

Is a gift made especially for us.     M.M. 
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Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  

and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

• Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

• CO alarms and Wireless controls  

• System upgrades and general plumbing  

• New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service mail: jggasplumbing@gmail.com  

   CALL NOW ON:  Tel:   01553 812172 
         Mob: 07973 343926 

Competitively priced generous hardwood firewood loads 

ALSO  A CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE All aspects of tree work undertaken  

Hedges Removed   Stump Grinding  

Call  01553 813140 or 07867 764307 
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Watlington Village Hall 200 Club 

What is it? 

Each number costs £1 per month (£12 a year) and is 
entered into a draw each month, which takes place on the 
3rd Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at 
approximately 8pm. 

Each month there are several prizes - 1st Prize £40, 

followed by runner up prizes of £15, £10 and two of £5.  

Every 4th month the 1st prize is £100. 

The profits from the draw all go to the Village Hall and 

will help to fund several ongoing refurbishment projects. 

There are still numbers available.   

To snap one up please contact Vicky on 

vling@hotmail.co.uk or Sara (Parish Clerk) in the Parish 

Council Office on Tuesdays and Thursdays  Tel: 01553 

810777 

 

Recent winning Numbers  

You have to be in it to win it! 
 Please Support YOUR Village Hall  

Watlington Village Hall 

  £40  £15  £10   £5    £5  

Aug 2019  129  106  197   15  147 

Sept 2019   77  200  007   57  158 

Oct 2019  136   96  131  185   84 

The improvements to the Village Hall are still ongoing 

and may be for some time so don’t be alarmed if some of 

the walls are half one colour and half another, it is not 

permanent.  As the hall is so well used that we have diffi-

culty in finding time to get the painting done before the 

next booking.  However, at least the new part of the front 

of stage has been painted and rest assured the doors   

below will be the same colour eventually.    

It was heart-warming to see so many people turn out on a 

Sunday in November  to do some painting and repairing 

etc.  Even the children got involved washing walls and 

painting.  (See photo on Page 35) People working at both 

ends of the hall and weatherproofing the rear doors. It 

was a hive of activity and a really good vibe. There will 

have to be another session soon so if you would like to 

get involved please get in touch.    

The floor in the main hall is looking really nice, please 

take care of it.  There is now a baby-changing unit in both 

disabled toilets. 

There are lots of bookings coming up in the new year 

including Bingo, Quiz Nights and the Wrestling will be 

back in April.   

We are pleased to welcome the Swan Project who are 

providing open access activities for the youth of our    

village 4.45pm to 6.45pm every Thursday in term time. 

(for more details see page 5), in the Jubilee Hall.   

We are still short of volunteers on the Village Hall     

Management Committee, could you help? Why not give it 

a try.  Meetings are bi-monthly, the next one Monday,    

20 January 2020 in the Committee Room.  You will find  

a warm welcome.  

If you would like more information about helping to run 

your  village hall,  please contact Vicky (Secretary) on 

vling@hotmail.co.uk or Emma (Chairman) on 

01553 618855.   

We have to apologise that our old website is down, we 

need to set up a new one but in the meantime we hope to 

be able to keep you informed through the Village Hall 

page on the village website www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk. 

 

Saturday  18 January 2020 
Watlington Village Hall  

Doors open at 6.30pm, eyes down at 7pm 

£5 for 10 rounds of Bingo  

20 prizes to be won  

Raffle           Tea & Coffee available 
Fundraiser for  Watlington Village Hall  

Charity No 298454 
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LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 

Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

68 Manor Farm 

Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 

Mobile 07788 188706 

KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 
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Watlington Football Club 

Every year chartered standard clubs must undergo a rigorous health check carried out by Norfolk FA; this is to confirm 

we are conforming to regulations. All coaches must have a minimal  of a Level 1 FA course in football, first aid,  

safeguarding and CRC checked. We have been informed that we have passed for another year - well done to those 

involved. This allows us to be an affiliated club and one that all payers and parents can have confidence in. 

Under 8’s 5V5 Format (Non-Competitive): The side has been gaining more confidence and are now playing their football 

with a smile with a couple of good games under there belts this should make for a very enjoyable end to the season. 

Under 10’s 5V5 Format (Non-Competitive): In there first season of football the side have gained more confidence over 

the last couple of weeks and are really playing with a smile and passion to learn. A long season ahead but hoping that this 

is the first of many and can get some much-needed experience before heading in to 7 a side. 

Under 12’s 9V9 Format (Competitive): In there first season of competitive football in a hard league they are competing 

well, having played six games they have W2 D1 L3 and sit 5th in the league after playing the top four sides. With a County 

Cup game 3rd November, the first for this side and another great learning curve. 

Under 13’s Yellow 9V9 Format (Competitive): Having only played two games it is very early to assess where this team are 

now. They have some new players involved and are looking stronger and hopefully this will result in them getting a first 

point under their belts. 

Under 16’s 11V11 Format (Competitive): Having only played one league game which resulted in a loss it again is to early 

to assess. They also have new players involved and feel it is only a matter of time before games get played and results 

start to flow. 

Men’s Reserves 11V11 Format (Competitive): Having only formed this season they have got off to an even start, played 

6 W3 L3. Sitting in the middle of the table at the present time there is room for improvement and anything above 

mid-table would be a very good first season. 

Men’s First 11V11 Format (Competitive): Having a tough start and occasionally struggling for players on a consistent 

basis after 5 games they have W1 L4. With plenty of time for improvement and the development of some reserves into 

the first X1 the future for the club is very promising. 

Season So Far 

Having been able to watch several games this season I am hoping to get around to watching every side. I feel it is 

important that as a chairman I get to games to show support to the players and coaches. It is very important that we  

keep producing youth sides to further develop football in the community and surrounding areas and to provide the  

club with some longevity. 

Committee 

The two new CWO (Child Welfare Officers) have settled in and have been to watch several games. They are there for 

everyone and have had a good response. The committee are as always working hard behind the scenes allowing the club 

to run smoothly. 

Fundraising 

We are looking to organise a couple of quizzes to help raise money for basic equipment next season along with a  

football match between to sets of parents (date to be organized). Will update you all next time.  

                 Sponsorship 

We would like to thank our sponsors who without we would truly struggle. 

The Swaffham Advertiser, The Downham Market Advertiser, British Sugar,  

Timpson’s, Rob and Marina Murfitt, Osborne and Kent, Officescape, Resin Design 

Ltd and East Solutions, Rodwell’s Fish & Chips and Age Care Eastern. 

We are always on the lookout for sponsors so if you know of any person or business 

that would like to donate please get in contact with the below contact. Anything from 

match balls to kit would be greatly appreciated. 

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to all the coaches who put unknown  

number of hours not just at training and matchdays but during the week preparing, 

this is a non-paid role and one I know takes a huge amount of dedication to allow 

children to play this great sport. 

Nathan McDonald   nathanmcdonald36@aol.com 
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Watlington Preschool Kids Craft Morning 
Wednesday 19th February, 9.30-11.30am 

Watlington Village Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
£3 per child (price includes crafts, drinks and 

snacks for the child) 
 

Children of all ages welcome, all children must be 
accompanied by an adult 

 
Watlington Preschool is a registered charity, no. 1133641 

We have had an excellent start to our new school year.  

We have been joined by lots of fantastic new children, 

who are settling in really nicely, helped by our returning 

youngsters from last year.  

We have been having lots of fun in our role play area that 

was set up as a Pizza restaurant.  We then 

followed on with making our own Pizzas and learning all 

about healthy foods to top them with. We have made 

some bird feeders and been playing lots of games that 

help us learning our colours, matching shapes and helping 

our sharing skills too.  

Witches and skeletons 

were out in force as we 

dressed up for a Hallow-

een disco at the village 

hall.  

We’ve been enjoying 

lots of outdoor play 

raking and sweeping 

leaves and using them 

for some Autumn crafts. 

As the Gossip magazine 

reaches you all, we will 

be on run up to Christ-

mas, making lots of  

glitter coated goodies 

and getting excited for the festive season.   

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you 

to everyone in the village who supports our 

preschool. We recently had a very welcome donation of 

£100 from the charity box in the Village shop and have 

also had our Xmas bingo and craft fayre to boost our 

funds. These all go towards new resources and trips out. 

We are also hugely grateful to a donor, who would like to 

remain anonymous, for their amazing monthly donation 

to preschool, which is going to fund some lovely new 

creative and fun activities for the children.  How lucky 

are we !! 

The first of these was 2 visits from Tina at Jaya Dance in 

Dereham who came into preschool to do a Bollywood 

dancing workshop with the children which was brilliant 

fun.  

Finally from the children and staff we hope you all have a 

lovely festive season, stay warm and we will speak again in 

2020.  

[More Photos inside the back cover.] 
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  
The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in 
the Watlington Post Office Store are donated to local 
charities.  

Aug 2019 -   Runcton Holme & Watlington  

        Beavers, Cubs and Scouts      £58.26 

Sept 2019 -   Watlington Pre-School      £100.60 

Oct 2019 -  Watlington Young Players     £73.50 

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

Community Noticeboard 

Considering advertising in the Gossip? 

Over 1200 copies of the Gossip are distributed in  

Watlington four times a year and a digital version is  

available on the Watlington website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk . 

For further information contact Brenda Leedell  

watgossipads@gmail.com or 01553 810848 
Advertising rates on Page 4 

Watlington Community 
Information Point (CIP) 

Located at the Parish Council Office  
Watlington Village Hall    01553 810777 

Opening Times:  Tues & Thurs  10am to  2.30pm  

We are constantly being told to “do it online” 

But, what if you haven’t got a computer? 

Pop down to your CIP and do it there for free. 

If you need help to use the computer please telephone in 

advance to make sure someone is available to help you.   

Phone 01553 810777 when the office is open.  

Links to the Borough Council website to access the full 
range services available. 

Or you can bring your own device and use the free wifi. 

(We now have superfast fibre broadband) 

 West Norfolk Community 

Transport is your local charity 

transport throughout the last 26 

years. We offer a wide range of 

transport solutions for the 

residents of West Norfolk that 

may have difficulty using public 

transport. 

Dial a Bus: Fully accessible door to door transport for 

people living in villages, giving the opportunity to visit 

local towns, to shop for a few hours or see friends. You 

need to be a member of this service, which is a simple 

form and a voluntary lifetime £5 donation. Prices range 

from £3.50- £6.00 for a return trip depending where you 

live. 

Pick Me Up: Fully accessible door to door transport for 

people living in King’s Lynn, to attend medical appoint-

ments, go shopping or simply visit friends. You need to 

be a member of this service, which is a simple form and  

a voluntary lifetime £5 donation. Cost for this service is 

£2.50 each way. 

Shopmobility: We provide mobility scooters for day hire 

or longer term holiday hire within King’s Lynn, for those 

people who might find it difficult to walk around town. 

Prices are £7.50 for a non- member, £20 a year and £3 

per use; £60 per year with unlimited use of the scooters. 

Group Hire: Fully accessible minibus available for day 

hire by local clubs and groups. You need to be a member 

of this service, which is a £20 annual membership 

Volunteer Car Drivers: We offer volunteer car drivers 

to collect you from your home to take you to medical 

appointments, they wait and return you home again. 

We are in need of volunteers across West Norfolk, so if 

you have some time to spare and would like to help your 

local community please get in touch. 

For more information about any of our services or to 

become am member please ring 01553 776971 or visit 

our website www.wnct.co.uk. 
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You Can Help Us 

Please tell our advertisers if you found them 
in the Gossip.  

SCOUTS and GUIDES 
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Beavers , Cubs and 

Scouts 
Contact: Bob Keens (01553 810855 / 

b.keens@hotmail.com) 

Beavers (6-8 year olds) Mondays 5-45  - 7pm 

Cubs (8 -10.5 year olds) Wednesday 6.30 - 8pm 

Scouts (10.5 - 14 year olds) Mondays 7.15 - 9pm  

Rainbows. For girls aged 5 to 7.  Currently closed.  
A new leader is required. 

Brownies. 6-7.15pm Thursdays. Contact: Brown Owl 
(Mandy Randle; 01366 388554 / mark.randle@tesco.net). 

Guides. Runcton Holme Scout Hut 7.30-9pm Thursdays. 

Contact: Guide Leader  

(Sarah Mack; 01366 501942 / sarahjmack@hotmail.co.uk). 

All meetings at Runcton Holme Scout Hut next to the 
school in Runcton Holme. 

Millennium Green Trust 

Contact the Editor at watgossipeditor@gmail.com if you 

would like your organisation to appear on this page. 

Mobile Library Timetable 
 12:10 -12:25  JOHN DAVIS WAY  

 12:30 -12:45  BRITTON CLOSE  

 12:50 -13:05  PETERSFIELD  

 13:10 -13:35  THE ANGEL  

 14:45 -15:05  WARREN CLOSE  

 15:10 -15:25  CHESTNUT CLOSE  

 15:30 -15:45  RECTORY LANE  

 15:50 -16:05  PLOUGH LANE - OLD QUEENS HEAD  

 16:10 -16:25  ORCHARD CLOSE  

 16:30 -16:45  DOWNHAM ROAD  

Every 4 weeks 

      Next dates       

  28 November - 23 January -  20 February  

Choose items or reserve via the online catalogue for 

collection from a mobile library. You can return them to 

any branch library or mobile library in Norfolk.  

Items include: 

Fiction books for adults and children   (book request 60p) 

Non-fiction books for adults and children                       

(subject requests are free) 

Large print books  (book request 60p) 

DVDs   (a small charge) 

Audio books on CD and tape   (a small charge) 

We do not charge for overdue books, although a repeat 

loan charge may apply for hired items (eg DVDs, games, 

CDs, and spoken word formats) not returned on the due 

date. A replacement charge may apply if items are lost or 

stolen. 

WATLINGTON BADMINTON CLUB 
Affiliated to Badminton England 

* 

Wednesday evenings in the Village Hall 

Juniors 5pm/6pm 

Final session Weds 18th December 

Restart Weds 8th January 

Seniors 7pm onwards 

Dates same as Juniors above 

* 

New players and would-be players welcome 

John Church 01553 810584 or 
johnchurch@phonecoop.coop for more information 

It is the time of year when maintenance on the green 

winds down except for one major effort. Cutting the 

hedges. The one facing Station Road has been cut as it is 

well behaved, clean growth, the one facing the old school 

is the hedge equivalent of a terrorist.  

There are far too many willows and the dreaded brambles. 

Yes, you get some blackberry fruit but a lot of thorny  

tangled stems. The hedge was traditionally laid as was 

done to retain livestock but this hedge would stop a herd 

of elephants. Luckily we have a good chainsaw and some 

brave volunteers. It is a great pity there is no good use for 

these amazing invasive plants.  

We have had the notice boards rebuilt thanks to the 

generosity of Dove furnishings and they will be  

repositioned weather permitting.  

We try and meet on the green on the first Saturday of the 

month again weather permitting. If you can help please 

come along. 

Keith Leedell 

Does anybody know the year 

this photo was taken? 
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 Michael Pellizzaro 

 16 St James Street,  King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5DA 

 Tel: 01553 767705        Mobile: 07961979961 

 E-mail: michael@mpand.co.uk        Web: www.mpand.co.uk 

 ACCOUNTANTS        BUSINESS  CONSULTANTS        TAX  ADVISERS            

   Knots  Timber 
 38 High Street, Downham Market -  Tel: 01366 384926 

                     Open 6 Days a week for …... 

Timber & sheet material, screws, nails and general hardware.  

Tools, plumbing and decorating sundries. Timber Treatments, 

silicones, fillers and glues and much more  

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£40 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   

 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 

For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  

Agricultural and Domestic Work 

Telephone:  01553 811091 
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Was It Really 50 Years Ago? 
Looking back in time can be easy, with the internet and 

resources like Wikipedia. Look back 50 years and first 

there is no internet, but a trial system called Arpanet 

allowing a few university computers to communicate.  

There were huge advances in 1969: 

 Concorde and the Boeing 747 Jumbo both flew for the 

first time and astronauts landed on the moon. 

 BBC1 and ITV stared to transmit in colour with Norfolk 

the last to get it. First showing of Monty Python and Lulu 

came joint first in the Eurovision contest with Boom 

Bang a Bang. Those were the days. 

An American 

farmer allowed 

some hippies to 

have a music and 

arts festival on his 

land at Bethel, 

New York state, 

which became 

Woodstock when 

400,000 people 

attended and Jimmy Hendrix stole the show.  

Michael Eavis of Worthy farm thought he would try it 

and that became Glastonbury a few years later. The Isle of 

Wight festival was also huge but is only remembered for 

Bob Dylan highlighting.  

Great movies as well Butch 

Cassidy and the Sundance 

Kid, Easy Rider and the 

Italian Job.  

North Sea oil was 

discovered and we 

would all get rich.  

Capital punishment was 

totally banned in the UK 

and Detective Superinten-

dent “Nipper” Read caught up with the Kray twins and 

they were sent down for life.  

There were some telling downsides to all these advances: 

Thalidomide, a drug to ease pain in pregnancy, caused 

dreadful birth defects.  

Apartheid, enforced racial segregation, was in force in 

South Africa and Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe. These  

countries were isolated from sport and trade. 

A high rise block of flats, Ronan Point, partly collapsed 

due to faulty construction. Lessons yet to be learned.  

Airliners were regularly high jacked and forced to land in 

Cuba but the hijackers were usually jailed by the Cubans.  

NBC Television tried to cancel the TV series of Star Trek 

and the US Airforce closed the Blue book on UFO  

sightings. Or did they?  

Keith Leedell 

2020: A Leap Year 
Every four years there is a extra day added to the year - on 

29th February, the shortest month of the year. Of course 

that should read as nearly every four years. Read on. 

Julius Caesar introduced the first 

leap years over 2000 years ago. But 

the Julian Calendar had only one 

rule: any year evenly divisible by 

four would be a leap year. This for-

mula produced way too many leap 

years, but was not corrected until 

the introduction of the Gregorian 

calendar more than 1500 years later. 

Leap years are needed to keep the Gregorian calendar in 

alignment with the Earth's revolutions around the sun. It 

takes the Earth approximately 365.242189 days – or 365 

days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 45 seconds – to circle once 

around the Sun. This is called a tropical year, and is  

measured from the March equinox. 

However, the Gregorian 

calendar has only 365 days 

in a year, so if we didn't 

add a leap day on February 

29 nearly every four years, 

we would lose almost six 

hours off our calendar 

every year. After only 100 

years, our calendar would 

be off by around 24 days! 

In the Gregorian calendar three criteria must be taken 

into account to identify leap years: 

The year can be evenly divided by 4; 

If the year can be evenly divided by 100, it is NOT a 

leap year, unless; 

The year is also evenly divisible by 400. Then it is a leap 

year. 

This means that in the Gregorian calendar, the years 

2000 and 2400 are leap years, 1800, 1900, 2100, 2200, 

2300 are not Leap Years.  

Leap years are called leap years because of the effect is has 

on the following calendar dates for the next year. For  

example in a normal 365 day year, if a calendar date fell on 

Monday this year will be on a Tuesday next year, but the 

leap day alters the calendar cycle so if a calendar date was 

on a Monday and there is a leap day involved in the next 

year, the same date the following year will be forced to 

Wednesday. 

The Gregorian Calendar was introduced in 1582, but in 

Europe's Protestant countries people feared that the new 

calendar was an attempt by the Catholic Church to silence 

their movement. It took almost 200 years before England 

and the colonies switched over when an act of Parliament 

introduced the new calendar, advancing the date from 

September 2 to September 14, 1752.  CV 

Pope Gregory X111 
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December 2019 

07 - Church Christmas Fayre 2pm 

10 - WI: Christmas Celebrations  

19 - Crib and Carol Service 4pm (Church) 

20 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon  

 

January 2020 

13 - Fete Committee AGM 8pm (Sports & Social Club) 

14 - WI: Deaf Awareness with Sarah Cox from WNDA 

18 - Village Hall Bingo 7pm 

19 - Kids Craft Morning 9.30am - 11.30am 

21 - Parish Council 7pm - Jubilee Hall  

24 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon 

 

February 2020 

01 - Gossip Issue 85 Deadline 

11 - WI: English Country Houses with John Vigar 

15/16 - Watlington Players Sleeping Beauty 

21/22 - Watlington Players Sleeping Beauty 

25 - Parish Council 7pm - Committee Room  

28 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon 

29 - Wrestling - doors open 6.30pm for 7.30pm start 

Church Services on Page 11 

Wednesday Club Events Page 23 

Email events to watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)   Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF 01366 502165  

/ 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Mr J Bellamy  07771 755233 jabbazxr@gmail.com   

Antony Culy   07885 990624 antony_culy@hotmail.com  

Mrs J Golding  01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Miss S Sheldon  07824 353555 sarahholmes8019@hotmail.com 

Mrs B Leedell 01553 810848 kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr T Palmer  07919 033943 timpalmer73@aol.com  

Mr A Prior   01553 810863 cllrprior@gmail.com 

Mrs P  Sillis       01553 409933 philbdavies@hotmail.com  

(3 vacancies) 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Jim Bhondi  07817 604397 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long  01945 430169 

Elizabeth Truss MP:   

01842 766155  

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Preschool: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: Contact through Facebook  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant  01553  811588 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Watlington Garage: 01553 811748 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 105 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Regular Club Bookings at the Village Hall 

Badminton: Weekly  Wednesday Evening   01553 810584 

Short Mat Bowls:  Weekly  Monday Evening & 

      Friday Afternoon       01553 813400 

Under5s: Weekly    Wednesday Morning    Via Facebook 

Wednesday Club:   Fortnightly     Wednesday Afternoon                                      

            01553 810584 

WI: Monthly   2nd Tuesday Evening      01553 810407 

Watlington Players: Weekly   Friday Evenings 

Watlington Young Players:  Weekly   Friday Evening                                                    

            01553 810732 

The local Facebook Directory 

We have drawn together a list of local 
Facebook community sites known to us. Not on the list? 
Contact us through our Facebook page! 

watlington community: issues, news and events 

watlington village people - issues and events   

watlington gossip;    watlington wi 

watlington sports & social club 

the angel Watlington  
watlington grand village fete 

As at 05/11/2019 

See Page 13 

for times. 
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The Gossip Photo Gallery 

Recently painted seat on the Recreation Ground  Volunteers decorating  the Village Hall  

Watlington Reserves kit kindly sponsored by Officescape of Fen Road 

Watlington U8s kit kindly sponsored by 

East Solutions of Downham Market 

WYPS during early rehearsals for Alice in Wonderland (June 2020) 

Another busy day at 

the Preschool  Office! 

Keeping the Preschool garden in good shape 

Remembrance Day 
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