
 

  



 

2 

Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 
01366 385854 



 

3 

The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for 

its continued funding. The committee does not accept any 

responsibility for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 

advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor 

does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints 

expressed by our contributors in articles  or other items 

published in these pages. 

Guidance Notes for Contributors  

Please keep your articles to around 500 words (1/2 page) or 

1000 words (full page). This will be reduced by about 125 

words if a photograph or drawing is to be included.  Please 

send photographs and advertisements in jpg format. Sorry, 

we do not accept ‘advertising features’ or insert adverts. 

Front Cover 

The Gossip Team / Bigfx - Freepik.com 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Clanpress Ltd 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 81 of the Gossip is 

1st  February for publication by 1st March 2019 

Christmas Family Fun 
The turkey’s been eaten, the crackers are 

 pulled, the wine is flowing and everyone’s 

 “Yuled” 

The children are yelling for new batteries, the 

 mog is dreaming of quiet catteries 

The Queen has been viewed with a toast and 

  a cheer, we’ve watched the Bond film that 

 they trot out each year 

There’s sandwiches and pickles for later on, 

 now it’s time for some serious “family fun” 

Out come the board games, oh what a hoot - 

Monopoly? Risk?  Or maybe Loot? 

Too full of wine for Trivial Pursuit 

Go for broke? Or dirty deeds in Cluedo? 

No, we go for good old fashioned Ludo 

We take our pieces, roll the dice-you really 

 need to throw six twice 

To get in pole position you see - Alas, dear 

 Gran’s ahead of me 

A six at last! And off I go with my little token 

 yellow 

Only to find I’m out of luck and Gran’s set up a 

 double block. 

Now she and Mum are head to head, Mum on 

 blue and Gran on red 

Baby be sweet-they say to the dice-and if it’s 

 not their  words aren’t nice 

Now they’re turning up the heat-Gran’s jumped 

 Mum, she’s nearly beat. 

It really causes lots of bother when you’re 

 booted off by your own mother. 

Gran triumphs with an evil grin and reaches for 

 the Roses tin 

Everyone says well done dear-and thinks-we’ll 

 get revenge next year! 

Elaine Carpenter 

When we decided that the theme of this issue would be 

Board Games, I rather got the wrong idea, and was fully 

prepared to tell the full story of a 0-0 draw between 

Torquay United and Exeter City on a cold November 

night in the late 70’s. The biting wind was driving the rain 

into the stand and we all remarked it was a pity it didn’t 

drive the players off the pitch. Anyway, onto other things. 

This year, thanks to the hard work of the Parish Council, 

saw the installation of the enthusiastically welcomed and 

much used Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on the 

Recreation Ground. The Council still needs people to 

come forwards and help out so why not show your 

support for the work of the Council by applying to 

become a Parish Councillor? 

News also broke this year of the planning application for 

the Wildlife Park on land at the eastern end of the village 

towards the A10.  2019 will no doubt put more flesh on 

the bones (so to speak). Perhaps another reason to 

consider joining the Parish Council? 

I would like to give a big thanks to all those who have 

contributed to the Gossip in any way this year - our 

advertisers, distributors and contributors and the Gossip 

Committee itself. 

The Gossip Team wish you all a very happy Christmas 

and hope we can all look forward to a peaceful 2019. 

Anyway back to that Torquay / Exeter match. It was a 

dark and stormy night ……..  

W elcome to the winter edition 

of  the Watlington Gossip. 

Watlington Gossip Grants 

The Gossip has funds available for grants to local groups  

to help towards the purchase of specific items. (We do 

not contribute towards running costs.) Our grants are 

usually in the range £200 -£300.   

All we ask is a article about your group as a follow-up. 

Contact any member of the Gossip Team for further 

information. 
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Watlington Gossip 

Published by The Volunteer Committee of 

Watlington Community Magazine  

Your Editorial Team 

Editor 

Colin Vince 

01553 769171; watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Deputy Editor & Advertising 

Brenda Leedell 

01553 810848; gossip@dell4277.plus.com 

Advertising rates for one year (4 issues) 

1/16th page £35;  1/8th  page £55;  1/4  page  £75 

Jean Golding  

01553 811362; jean@goldings.biz 

Andy Prior 

01553 810863; priorap1@gmail.com 

Website and Distribution 

Keith Leedell 

01553 810848; watlingtonnorfolk@gmail.com 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

No Computer?  Pop your article or letter into the 

Gossip box in the Post Office or post it in the letter box 

outside the Parish Council Office. 

Village News and Views 

Cut Your Speed Please 

I was walking to the pub last week and was quite horrified 

at the speed the cars travel through the village.  

Please make this a safe village for everybody by cutting 

your speed below the 30mph  limit when you pass the 

limit signs. Thank you. Name and address withheld on request.  

Bag It AND Bin It 

In Watlington we have 19 bins for dog dirt installed and 

they are emptied at great expense to you through your 

council tax. Dog dirt can also be deposited in any public 

rubbish bin, as it is classed as litter. However, our village 

litter picker and/or volunteers who empty the waste bins 

find it most unpleasant to deal with dog litter so please 

use the dog bins provided! 

So WHY do some dog walkers persist in throwing poo in 

bags into hedges around the village? On the footpaths on 

the Glebe Land from Downham Rd to Mill Rd and the 

Village Hall you will pass a bin as they are on all the exits.  

The path to Martingales has a bin midway. I could go on.  

Anyone who walks their dog around the village knows 

where the bins are; if not the Parish Council can soon 

supply you with a map.  Why bother to pick it up if you 

are going to throw it in the hedge! This act is classed as 

‘Littering’ and carries its own penalties.  

If you see anyone doing this and you know who they are 

or where they live, please contact me or the Parish Clerk 

in strictest confidence. 

Jean Golding, Parish Council Chairman 

Donation Thanks 

Dear Gossip Team 
I would like to thank the Gossip Committee for the very 
kind donation of £150 towards the benches in the 
churchyard. 
Please accept these thanks on behalf of the churchward-
ens and all members of the Parochial Church Council. 
Val Dagnall  
PCC Secretary 

 The Fete of  the Village 

is in Your Hands ! ! 
Grand Village Fete 2019 

Annual General Meeting 
It may be winter but now is the time to start thinking 

about warm summer days and preparing for next year’s 

Fete which is on Saturday 15th June 2019. 

On Monday 14th January 2019 at 8.00 pm in the  

Village Hall Committee Room the Village Fete 

Working Group will hold its annual meeting to reform 

the group and start the detailed planning for the 2019 

Fete. 

This is an open meeting for anyone interested in being 

involved in the Fete in any way and at which a  

Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are appointed. 

As we have previously indicated, after leading the group 

for seven years, both myself as Chairman and Penny as 

Secretary will not be seeking re-election to these posts 

although we will continue to support and help. 

Therefore we need you, Watlington residents, to come 

forward to join the team to continue this successful and 

popular event.  

Although the main purpose of the Fete is for everyone 

to have an enjoyable day, since 2012 it has raised over 

£8,500 which has gone to Watlington community causes. 

The Group would therefore welcome any bids for a 

share of any proceeds made from the 2019 Fete. 

If the Fete is to continue we need members of the 

community to come and attend the meeting on  

14th January at 8.00 pm to ensure this established 

event in the Watlington calendar continues. 

For further information on what is involved please 

contact either myself or Penny on 01553 810732. 

Mike and Penny Cooke 

Chairman and Secretary, Village Fete Working Group 
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WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 

Vacancies for Parish Councillors 

The Parish Council currently has five vacancies for Parish 

Councillors to bring  the Council up to their allocated 

number of eleven.   

If you would be interested or would like further information 

please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details are on page 34. 

Village News and Views 

Manning Family in Watlington 

My great grandparents James 

Frederick (aka Bricky) Manning and 

his wife Elizabeth both died in 

Watlington in 1944 and are buried in 

the Churchyard, though when I visited 

there was no sign of a headstone. In 

1930 they were described as living in 

an old people’s bungalow in 

Downham Road, Watlington, and in 

the 1939 Register 

they are living in Mill Road near the 

Queens Head Inn. My father Hubert 

James Manning was also living with 

them in 1939. 

I wonder whether any of your  

readers remember them, or could 

identify exactly where they lived. 

Chris Manning 

chris.manning273@btinternet.com 

Watlington Football Club 

 Open Afternoon 

Could you be the next Harry Kane 

or Gareth Southgate? 

Watlington Football Club would like to 

welcome 7, 8, and 9 year olds to a 

FREE 1 hour session on Saturday 8th December at 

1pm at Watlington Sports and Social Club ground. 

We are open for boys and girls, of any ability. It doesn’t 

matter if you have never played before, we would like to 

provide you a taster session with the possibility of training 

on a regular basis. 

This is an opportunity to learn about football, make 

friends, exercise and also build on some important life 

skills such as respect and how to work as a team. 

We also welcome 16+, ladies or men, with level 1 

football coaching or anyone who is interested and com-

mitted in coaching for the future, please come along too. 

Please register your interest by emailing the club Secretary 

Vicky at corielle@btinternet.com 

Or you can call or text 07450 209311 

Watlington FC is a Chartered Standard club and the 

coaches have minimum level 1 training, with first aid and 

all are CRC checked. 

‘Your Local Paper’ 

Rodwell’s Fish and Chip shop will now be the agent for 

people to pick up a copy of the free ‘Your Local Paper’.   

There is no pressure to purchase anything. If you want to 

just pick up a paper that’s absolutely fine.  

[Ed - We resisted all attempts to insert a load of cod jokes.] 

Great Northern Timetable Changes 

Following on from the disruption over the summer,  

a new Great Northern timetable comes into effect on 

10 December, valid until 18 May. There are no changes to 

weekend services. The new timetable can be downloaded 

at www.greatnorthern.com. 

There will, of course, be a revised service over the 

Christmas / New Year holiday period. At the time of 

writing there are no major engineering works planned on 

the local route. 

If your journey is delayed by more than 15 minutes you 

are entitled to compensation. Details can be found at 

www.greatnorthern.com/delayrepay. 

The upgrade to the rail station car park was completed in 

September. Your views are welcomed on whether the £2 

day charge has affected local parking.   
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News from the Medical Centre 

PLEASE TELL OUR ADVERTISERS THAT 

YOU FOUND THEM IN  

THE GOSSIP 

Obesity - our modern epidemic 

Many people in the UK “carry a bit of extra weight” – it 

has almost become the norm 62% (nearly 2 out of every 

3 people) being overweight and 27% (more than 1 in 4  

people) being medically obese. 

Obesity is often caused by consuming an excess of 

calories – primarily from sugary, fatty foods  – which you 

do not burn off during the day (through exercise and 

normal activities). 

It is much easier to buy and eat foods that are high in 

sugar and fat than it used to be; we all live busy lives and 

it seems quick and easy to use pre prepared foods and if 

we get something we can cook in its packaging we don’t 

even have to do the washing up afterwards!  

Obesity can not only reduce quality of life and the ability 

to be active but it increases the risk of many diseases and 

conditions, including: 

Heart disease 

Type 2 diabetes 

High blood pressure 

Cancers including bowel, breast, uterus, oesophageal 

 (food pipe), pancreatic, kidney, liver,  stomach, 

 gallbladder, ovarian and thyroid.  In fact obesity is 

 the 2nd commonest preventable cause of cancer 

 after smoking. 

Joint problems 

Obesity can also have a negative impact on mental 

 wellbeing. 

It is often difficult to change the habits that have made 

the weight go on but it is really worth doing and many of 

the conditions it causes or aggravates can be reduced or 

even cured by losing some of the excess weight. Even a 

10 percent loss of weight has been proven to give 

significant improvements in health.  

Now that the supermarkets have a bit more competition it 

is possible to buy better food more cheaply. If you spend 

15 minutes out of your 960 waking minutes (that’s about 

1 and a half percent of your day!) making your own 

Bolognese or shepherd’s pie – it will be less fatty, less full 

of chemicals and tastier and cheaper than buying ready 

meals for the family. 

Of course, we live in the real world and sometimes we 

need short cuts and treats, don’t make your life miserable 

but try making some small changes and see how you get 

on. 

By decreasing the calories you eat and increasing the 

calories you use up by walking the children to school 

instead of using the car, planned exercise such as going to 

the gym, walking the dog a bit more briskly and for an 

extra 5 minutes each time, or even just parking further 

away from the office, using the stairs instead of the lift 

or getting off the bus a stop early, or dancing about in the 

kitchen while you cook the kids’ tea you will find it easier 

to start to shift the pounds.  You will have more energy 

and feel better in yourself. Stick with it for 3 weeks and 

see if it makes a difference. 
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 Michael Pellizzaro 

 16 St James Street,  King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5DA 

 Tel: 01553 767705        Mobile: 07961979961 

 E-mail: michael@mpand.co.uk        Web: www.mpand.co.uk 

 ACCOUNTANTS        BUSINESS  CONSULTANTS        TAX  ADVISERS            

   Knots  Timber 

 38 High Street, Downham Market -  Tel: 01366 384926 

                     Open 6 Days a week for …... 

Timber & sheet material, screws, nails and general hardware.  
Tools, plumbing and decorating sundries. Timber Treatments, 

silicones, fillers and glues and much more  

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£35 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   
 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 
For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  

Agricultural and Domestic Work 
Telephone:  01553 811091 
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News from the Community School 

“Growing and Learning Together” 

Board Games  
When I saw that the latest Gossip magazine was going to be on the theme of Board Games I asked several people what 

was their favourite board game as a child. I had lots of answers like Scrabble, Snakes and Ladders and Cluedo. Then I 

asked some of the children what their favourite games were. I am sure it would surprise many of the Gossip readers, who 

think the children spend their time on computer games, that most of the children still play and love their board games. 

Monopoly was a huge favourite among them. 

Board games are great, especially on a cold afternoon when it’s wet outside. They can help teach children so much, from 

collaboration, strategic thinking, pencil control and being careful with their money. All skills needed in life. They can even 

support hand eye coordination (Operation)! Research tells us that board games help develop better memory and 

increased cognitive functioning, speeds up response times, helps to lower stress. But more importantly they are great at 

bringing the family together as they can be shared with so 

many different age ranges.   

This term many of the children have developed their own 

board games for homework. In year 6 it has been around 

their topic of World War Two. In Year 5 they also each made 

a board game that can be shared with their buddy in 

Reception class. The children’s creativity has been amazing! 

I am sure there will be a few board games under the tree this 

Christmas.  Remember, not only are they fun and good at 

bringing the family together, but they are also great at 

developing the skills our children will need later in life! 

Ruth McGlone, Headteacher  

 An example of a board Games devised by Year 6 based on 

some events of World War Two discussed in class. 

The Dying art of  Proof  Reading! 

Did I read that sign right? : “TOILET OUT OF 

ORDER. PLEASE USE FLOOR BELOW.” 

In a London department store: BARGAIN 

BASEMENT UPSTAIRS… 

In an office: AFTER TEA BREAK, STAFF SHOULD 

EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND UPSIDE 

DOWN ON THE DRAINING BOARD. 
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LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 
Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

 
68 Manor Farm 
Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 
Mobile 077 88188706 
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Watlington Church 

Christmas Thoughts 
Home, so cosy and inviting 

Anticipation, treats to share 

Presents hidden, how exciting 

Precious time off, all too rare 

Yes, it’s that special time of year 

 

Christ is come to bring us joy 

Hope for every girl and boy 

Ring out the bells, let us rejoice 

In song with good cheer and good voice 

Santa Claus is on his way 

To make a magic Christmas Day 

Meeting friends and family 

All around the Christmas tree  

Seasonal wishes to all - from me! 

           Elaine Carpenter 

Well, we continue in an interregnum i.e. without a 

resident priest BUT we are so well supported by retired 

clergy and neighbouring parish priests, we thank them all 

from the bottom of our hearts.  There is always a Sunday 

Service somewhere in our group of four churches, which 

includes Runcton Holme, Wormegay, Tottenhill.  

Many people living in the village will have joined regular 

church goers in the remembrance service on the 

November 11th, one hundred years after the end of the 

first world war, the so-called Great War, the war 

to end all wars.  

The church was decorated by many knitted poppies, red 

for the soldiers who died in the fighting, purple for the 

many horses also killed and white poppies for peace.  

Eileen Haynes also contributed displays. 

(Pictures on page 35) 

Brenda Leedell put up display boards giving information 

about and background of the men whose names are 

inscribed on the war memorial in the churchyard. She has 

spent many hours researching all the names on the war 

memorial.  

The effect on the village of those men’s deaths on 

individual families and their friends must have been 

devastating, the population of the village was much 

smaller then, they had worked and lived in the village, 

they were well known.  

Today there are still many conflicts going on in our world, 

families bereaved, people including children injured and 

maimed by bombs and weapons in Yemen and Syria,  

family members, well known in their communities. Just as 

this is being written the USA is asking for a ceasefire in 

Yemen and that is good news. 

Following November comes the season of Advent, the 

looking forward to The Coming (of Jesus) and then the 

season of Christmas. Church service dates and times are 

advertised on noticeboards around the village, also on the 

church website www.watlingtonbenefice.org.uk . Some 

seasonal dates are shown opposite. Come and join in, we 

value and welcome your support. 

Christmas is a traditional time of giving. At the back of 

Watlington Church is a large basket where you can 

contribute items for the Kings Lynn Foodbank,  

non-perishable food and toiletries are always wanted. 

 

The Church is open to all, you are welcome to come in 

and find a peaceful place, somewhere to be quiet,  

somewhere to reflect when all around seem noisy,  

oppressive or overwhelming. Try it. 

John Murfitt Churchwarden 

Barbara Church Churchwarden 

 

Church Event Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 1st December 2pm Christmas Fayre in 

Watlington Village Hall lots of Craft stalls, refreshments, 

Watlington Handbell Ringers. 

 

Wednesday 5th December 7pm Stow Bardolph Church: 

a reflective service of readings and poems to mark the 

beginning of Advent. 

 

Thursday 13th December 2pm Watlington School 

Christingle Service in Watlington Church. 

 

Sunday 23rd December 11am Watlington Church 

Communion Service with Reverend David Grundy. 

 

Monday 24th December 4.30pm Candlelit Crib and 

Carol Service with Canon Derek Brown  

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers 

Over the last few months, many people have been busy 

knitting poppies for Watlington Church. I would like to 

say thank you, I think there’s over 500, so well done, they 

make a lovely display in the church, as you can see from 

the photos on the inside back page of this edition. 

The group meets on the third Monday in the month, at 

16 Warren Close, Watlington, 2pm until 4pm. 

The main aim is to knit for where ever there’s a need, for 

local care homes, the hospital, people on the streets and 

many other places. So if you would like to join us,  

everyone is welcome. 

Janet Jones 01553 810868 
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KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 
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Lily has changed! 

From 1 July 2018, our Lily service expanded to include 

everyone over 18, not just those in later years. 

Lily  provides a comprehensive range of support in west 

Norfolk to combat loneliness and social isolation 

in adults of all ages. The project is linked to the 'No 

Lonely Day' initiative and encourages our residents to 

develop friendships and engage in their local 

communities. 

The Lily online directory lists organisations, services and 

activities that help people to live healthy, active and 

independent lives. It includes information relevant to 

adults of all ages. If you would like your event or 

organisation to be included in the directory, get in touch 

asklily.org.uk 

Lily Advisors from local charities are available to offer 

one-to-one support to people at home or in community 

locations. 

Lily  has a strong focus on community development, by 

helping groups to arrange activities and encouraging 

volunteering, and by providing community events, onsite 

information sessions, and support for employers, schools, 

and colleges. 

If you, or anyone you know, would like to know how 

Lily can help, call 01553 616200 and choose option 6. 

Letter to Mrs Jeanette Rodwell 
Dear Jeanette 

Thousands of Servicemen and 

women are living with injuries and 

illnesses - both physical and mental - each and every day. 

Together with their loved ones, they continue to need our 

help to cope with the challenges they face. Your support 

means they won't have to battle alone. 

On their behalf, please let me thank you so much for your 

donation of £190.00 raised from The Angel Family Day. 

This will help to ensure that every single Hero - serving 

and Veteran - gets support that's designed especially for 

them and their recovery. 

Long-term recovery is more than repairing damaged 

bodies and minds; it's about rebuilding lives.  Our mission 

is to deliver an enduring network of support to help our 

Heroes with their challenges and to go on to live active, 

independent and fulfilling lives. This is at the heart of 

everything we do. 

From Bernie, and every other Hero we support, thank 

you for making a difference: 

"Thank you with all my heart for being there for me and for others. 

Please don't go away.  One way or another we're going to need you 

for the rest of our lives.”  Bernie Bambury, H4H beneficiary. 

With our very best wishes On behalf of Team H4H 

0300 303 9888: undraise@helpforheroes.org.uk  

www.helpforheoes.org.uk  

Treasurer Needed for The Magpie Centre 

The Magpie Centre is in  need of a new Treasurer. Maybe 

you’ve recently retired, or for some other reason have 

more time on your hands now. Experience with horses 

and/or people living with disabilities is not essential, but 

if you have a flair for bookkeeping, and want to join a 

friendly team, please call the Magpie Centre on 01553 

810202 or our Chairwoman, Rosie O’Grady on 01366 

500104 for an informal chat. 

October 20 saw our very successful Quiz with Hog Roast 

supper, held at Watlington Village Hall.  We had more 

than 100 participants, divided into 18 teams, and made 

just over £1,400 profit for the Centre. 

This was very timely, as the Centre’s 14 equines consume 

around £6,000 worth of hay every winter. If you’d like to 

donate a bale or two at £4.00 each, just log on to 

www.rda-westnorfolk.org.uk and click on the Donate 

button. Or if you prefer, send a cheque, payable to 

WNRDA, to the Magpie Centre, Wallingon Hall, South 

Runcton, Kings Lynn PE33 0EP. All donations, however 

modest, are very much welcomed.   

If you are a UK taxpayer and would like us to claim Gift 

Aid on your donation, just email, write to us or call 01553 

810202 and we’ll send you a Gift Aid form. 

Meanwhile, a Happy Christmas to everyone, and thank 

you all, as a community, for your continuing support for 

the Magpie Centre.  

http://asklily.org.uk/kb5/westnorfolk/cd/home.page
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Your Parish Council News 

6th September 2018 

 There are currently 5 vacancies on the Parish Council. 

 In response to parishioner concerns about parking in 
roads near the railway station the Parish Council had 
held various meetings over the past few years with 
Norfolk County Council, Norfolk Constabulary, Elizabeth 
Truss MP and residents to investigate the 
implementation of these, but due to financial restrictions 
and legal costs Norfolk County Council had  dismissed 
them. Obstructive parking should be reported to the 
Police. 

 A £50 grant under S137 scheme was made to the 2nd 
Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group to help 
finance the renewal of its equipment. 

 The Parish Council agreed to take part in Borough 
Council talks regarding strategies for affordable housing. 

 Following public concern about public drinking it was 
agreed to investigate the possibility of having an Alcohol 
Public Space Protection Order covering the Recreation 
Ground and MUGA area. 

 The Council has been successful in a bid to the Tesco’s 
Bags of Help charity scheme and an award towards the 
MUGA Lighting Project of up to a possible £4000 was 
expected in November.  

 It is hoped that trenching work for the MUGA Lighting 
Project will begin in November. 

 Necessary repairs to Play Areas were reported: At 
Warren Close to the See-saw and swings and football 
goalposts;  On the MUGA to the Snooker Game; At 
Stone Close to the play area gate.  

 Several allotments have not been cultivated, the tenants 
will be reminded of their responsibility. There is one 
person on the allotment waiting list. 

 Delivery of the bench for the Downham Road bus stop 
was awaited.  

 The Community Payback Team have repainted the  
ex-BT Phone box in Mill Road and a local resident has 
added shelving. 

 Further delays by Network Rail has again led to delays 
in works to complete the trod link to Magdalen. 

 The SAM2 Speed signs are due for imminent delivery, 
after which councillor training will take place. Purchase 
of 2 secure padlocks for the equipment  was approved.   

 The Council objected to planning application 18/01349/F 
– Fendykes Farm, Fen Road ( Extensions to dwelling and 
conversion of barn to form additional residential 
accommodation), on the grounds of current inadequate 
vehicular access to the site and highway safety.  

 The damaged street light in Thieves Bridge Road had 
finally been reconnected by UK Power Network in 
August. 

 A new printer has been donated by the Borough Council 
to the Community Information Point. 

 The County Council has confirmed that yellow lines road 
markings are to be laid on the bend at Fen Road  to stop 
people parking there during school drop off and pick up 
times. 

 

 

18th October 2018  

 Mr T Palmer was co-opted onto the Council.  
4 vacancies remain. 

 At the request of the Parish Council, the Parish 
Churchwardens attended the meeting to present and 
discuss the local church’s financial statement. The 
church is in receipt of an annual grant from the Council 
towards upkeep of the churchyard. 

 Mr & Mrs Pope explained to members of the public 
revisions made to the Wildlife Park planning application, 
including moving site structures away from Plough Lane, 
site monitoring, animal movements and the general 
layout of the site. The application is available to view at 
www.west-norfolk.gov.uk . 

 The Council agreed to purchase new notice boards at a 
cost of £90 for Fairfield Lane and Mill Road (new site). 
Cost for posts are to be sought. 

 The Council agreed to purchase a Waste Carrier Licence  
(£154 for 3 years) for the Litter Picker, subject to a 
written agreement with the Litter Picker. 

 As part of the planning obligations for the rail station car 
park the developers are required to provide new street 
lighting in Station Road. It was agreed that the Country 
Council should assume responsibility for the new lights. 

 The Council approved £25 expenditure for the purchase 
of the annual poppy wreath from the Royal British 
Legion. 

 The Council approved a new Grants and Donations 
Policy to apply to all such requests including local  
groups. 

 Revised NALC  (National Association of Local Council) 
Model Standing Orders for the Council were approved. 

 From 2019 Council meeting will be on TUESDAYS, at 
the Village Hall with meetings either in the Jubilee Hall 
(6) or the Committee Room (4). 

 The Borough Councillor is investigating whether the 
Parish Council could have  an Alcohol Public Space 
Protection Order. 

 The Council approved a request for the replacement of a 
fence on John Davis Way at no cost to the public purse. 

 Trenching works for the MUGA Lighting scheme have 
commenced and the project was in the running for the 
Tesco Bags of Help Token Challenge. 

 Items for the Downham Road Bus Stop bench have now 
been delivered and that the bench should soon be 
installed by the Community Payback Team. Funding for 
the scheme has come from The Gossip. 

 PlayInnovation have agreed to upgrade the MUGA 
surface area at no charge and had carried out site 
maintenance repairs. 

 It was agreed that the sand pit on the Recreation Ground 
should be grassed over as it was not being used. 

 The native trees planted last year were now producing 
apples, which are free to collect for personal use. 

 The Council noted that the Village Hall AGM was due on 
19th November. Volunteers are needed to come forward 
as the Chairman and Vice-Chairman both wish to step 
down. 

 The Council also noted that regular users of the Village 
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Reporting Dog Fouling  

Spotted somebody letting their dog foul and want to 
report it? Here’s who to contact: 

Jackie Squires at the Borough Council 
01553 616657 Ext 6657 

or jackie.squires@west-norfolk.gov.uk 

Watlington Community Information Point (CIP) 
What you can do at Watlington CIP  

Through the KL&WNBC website you can: 

 Pay for Borough Council Services Online: 

 Council Tax 

 Pay or appeal parking fines 

 Make a claim for housing benefit or council 
tax support  

 Get information on refuse and recycling, view bin 
 collection times 

 Report fly tipping, fly posting, graffiti or a nuisance  

 Register to Vote  

 Submit, view and comment on planning applications  

 Apply for the housing register and bid for a property  

 Tell the Council you are moving  

 
You can also use the CIP computer to:  

 Book theatre tickets for the Corn Exchange,  
 Princess Theatre or Arts Centre  

 Search for a apply for jobs 

 Write a CV  

 Find information on LILY  (Living Independently 
 in Later Years) 

 
Located at the Parish Council Office  

Watlington Village Hall    01553 810777 

Opening Times:  Tues & Thurs  11am to  1pm  

 

The Borough Council has now updated our computer and 
scanning and printing facilities are available.  

Why not give it a try and save your travel costs as well.   

Local Information and Leaflets are available also.  

 

If you need help to use the computer please telephone in 
advance to make  sure someone is available to help you.   
Phone 01553 810777 when the office is open.  

You can bring your own device and use the free wifi. 

Your Parish Council News 

Hall received a discounted rate if they send 
representatives to committee meetings and that 
this was not always happening. 

 The BT kiosk in Mill Road is in need of repair, a task  
that may be carried out by a local resident. 

 The Community Payback Team has carried out painting 
work around the village and would be asked to repaint 
the play equipment on the Warren Close Play Area and 
remove the Recreation Ground sandpit.  

 Work on the trod to Magdalen was still to be restarted, 
the delay still due to Network Rail permission delays. 

 Training on the SAM2 speed signs was due to 
commence shortly. 

 The Council is to bid, under the Parish Partnership 
Scheme, for a trod  to  connect Paige Close and John 
Davis Way across the open space. (Meadows Green) 

 The Council raised no objections to the planning 
application for the Wildlife Park at Watlington Quarry. 
This and other planning applications and approvals can 
be seen at the Borough Council website. 

 The Council agreed to  the annual let of the Edward 
Shouldham Charity land to Messrs E & J Zipfell for £300. 

 Interested in following up on any of the Council  news 

items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council meetings 

are available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 All local planning applications and decisions can be 

viewed at west-norfolk.gov.uk, follow the links. 

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is open 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 1pm. (Please call 

01553 810777 to confirm that the office is open.) 

 Full contact details for the Parish Council and individual 

councillors is on page 34. 

 The next meeting is on 29 November. From January 

2019 the Parish Council Meetings are moving to 

Tuesdays at 7pm. The first being on 15 January in the 

Committee Room  and  the next on 19 February  in the 

Jubilee Hall. 

A GAME FOR CHRISTMAS? 

Lets shake the dice and take a chance, 

Or down to Mayfair or the Strand. 

Pall Mall could be our next abode 

Or to Park Lane,that is quite grand. 

A game of Scrabble could be next, 

A word like Santa would be fine. 

Use Christmas tree for real effect, 

And mince pies with a glass of wine. 

Play Charades in a festive way 

Is it a film,a book,or play. 

John Reynolds 
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 
  C L E A N I N G 
  Windows, Doors,   
    and  
   Framework  cleaned  

 Telephone: 01553 811252 
 [after 7.00 p.m.] 
 Mobile No. 07787 200334 
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Dear Gossip Team 

I am writing to thank you for 

choosing The Norfolk 

Hospice as Watlington Gossip’s Quarterly Charity Choice 

and for your very kind donation of £100.00. We are 

sincerely grateful for your support, it really does mean a 

lot to us. 

As you may be aware, The Norfolk Hospice is committed 

to providing outstanding care for people in the local com-

munity living with life-shortening illnesses and to their 

carers, family and friends, including bereavement support.  

Our care is delivered at the Hospice’s purpose built 

facility in Hillington, either in the Inpatient Unit, Day 

Therapy Unit or via one-to-one sessions at the Hospice. 

Care is also provided in people’s own homes. 

The current services cost over £2million per year to run; 

the NHS funds only 35% of this, with the majority 

coming from the support of local groups, businesses and 

individuals.  

Once again, thank you for your generous contribution. 

We wouldn’t be here without fantastic supporters like 

you! Kind Regards 

Emily Kilcoin 

Fundraising Admin & Marketing Assistant 

Fundraising : 01485 601701 

Hospice : 01485 601700 

Wheatfields, Hillington, King’s Lynn  PE31 6BH 

www.norfolkhospice.org.uk  

Introducing Mr Woodlock 

To everybody else Mr Woodlock is a man of uncertain 
age; those who have known him for a long time (largely 
by sight only, rather than personal contact, it has to be 
said) say he is well over 60, but that he has looked well 
over 50 for the last 20 years. As to his first name,  
nobody seems to know, well apart from Mrs Woodlock 
and possibly the postie, but she’s bound not to tell. 

Mr Woodlock by his own admission doesn’t suffer fools 
gladly but that’s probably OK as they steer well clear  
of him, not wanting to suffer him at all. 

He likes to be known as ‘Woody’ to his few friends; his 
detractors call him ‘Barking’ which might have some 
merit given his need to pontificate and pronounce on 
any worldly subject, where he is always right and can’t 
understand how anybody could possibly hold a 
contrary view. 

His two children have long left the home, then the 
village and then the area and are now reputed to be 
living in London. There are the occasional visits at 
holiday times, but somehow they always seem to get 
cut short as a result of work commitments, a friend 
needing support, or, …. well you get the idea. 

But it’s not our task to paint a wholly negative picture 
of Mr Woodlock. He is very happily married and very 
generous at home. The Woodlocks are known to dine 
well and go out to a smart restaurant every week;  
every year there is a holiday, which although is always 
in this country, is spent in a top quality hotel, albeit the 
same one. 

The Woodlocks have a wonderful garden, the centre-
piece of course being Mr Woodlock’s rigorously mown 
lawn, a task he does with a precision that could have 
earned him a job at NASA or ESA. The rest of the 
garden, though not so central, is down to the loving 
care of Mrs W. 

In money matters, of late Mr Woodlock has taken to 
avoiding having to pay car parking charges, preferring 
to drive around in search of an elusive free spot,  
probably costing him much more in time and fuel than 
he would admit, but “it’s the principle” and who are 
we to judge, as Mr Woodlock probably isn’t alone in 
following “the principle”. 

Mr Woodlock is a great fan of television. After all, for 
the cost of the licence fee it’s a cheap substitute for 
having to find alternative entertainment for the  
evening and particularly, shudder the thought, of 
having to ‘have guests around’. Mrs W has long got 
used to the critical remarks about preposterous plots, 
tacky sets and mumbling actors, for she knows that 
come the next episode he will be there beside her on 
the sofa.   Mr Woodlock hates board games.  

Guide Dog Volunteer Needed 

The Guide Dogs charity is 

looking for a volunteer in 

your area! 

We have a 29 year old male 

client based in Watlington who would like to get out at 

the weekends either on Saturday or Sunday.  

He would like to become more confident at using public 

transport to visit places further afield such as Spalding to 

go for walks; visit cafes and local attractions.  

You would act as their sighted guide, helping them get 

about and give them confidence in the community to 

broaden their horizons and become more independent 

longer term. 

We provide full training for this role and pay expenses 

such as fuel or public transport costs. So if you have an 

hour or two to spare each week why not get in touch and 

help transform someone's life? 

For more details or to apply contact Christian Cornforth, 

Volunteering Consultant on 0345 143 0223 or  

email christian.cornforth@guidedogs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 209617 
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Board Games – A brief History 

Chess is one of the oldest board games, played by two opponents on a checkered board with specially 

designed pieces of contrasting colours, commonly white and black. Each piece is 

able to make certain ‘moves’ according to its ‘rank’. White moves first, after 

which the players take alternate turns in their quest to corner the opponent’s principal piece, 

the King, into a position where it is unable to escape, known as ‘checkmate’. The game first 

appeared in India about the 6th century AD. Since at least the 15th century, chess has been known as the “royal game” 

because of its popularity among the nobility. Rules and set design slowly evolved until both reached today’s standard in 

the early 19th century. 

Checkers or Draughts, as it is known in Great Britain, has ancient roots. It is thought that the earliest form of checkers 

was a game discovered by archaeologists in the Middle East.  Carbon dating makes it appear that a version of the game 

on a smaller grid was played around 3000 B.C. However, the game used a slightly different board, a different number of 

pieces and no one is quite certain of the precise rules. Around 1100 a Frenchman got the idea of 

playing the game on a chess board. It was soon found that making jumps compulsory made the game 

more challenging. In Great Britain the game was called "Draughts".  

 

The origins of Monopoly date back to the early 1900s. In 1906, Lizzie Magie created ‘The Landlord’s 

Game’, through which people learnt about land ownership and the risks that come with it. Charles 

Todd and his wife played the game and they showed their friends, Charles and Esther Darrow. Charles 

Darrow had been working odd jobs since he had lost his job after the stock market crash of 1929. After asking Todd for 

the official rules, Darrow modified the game and sold it to Parker Brothers, a toy and game manufacturer. Parker 

Brothers licensed the game for sale outside of the US and in 1941, the British Secret Service made special edition board 

games with hidden features such as maps, compasses, real money, and other objects used to escape WWII Nazi camps 

and sent these games to prisoners of war.  

In 1931 Alfred Butts translated his love of crosswords into a game called Scrabble.   Originally known as ‘Criss-cross’, the 

game provided entertainment for his family and friends.  Mr Butts, busy as an architect,  

decided to develop the game. In 1948, Mr Butts authorized his friend, Mr Brunots to manufac-

ture the game; Brunot would manufacture and market the newly named game. The first four 

years were a struggle. Mr Brunot kept his regular job. In 1949, the Brunots made 2,400 sets and lost $450. However, 

soon the orders increased and in 1952, the Brunot and his family left for a trip to Kentucky, returning to find their little 

factory overwhelmed with orders! 

Backgammon, a game played by moving counters on a board, racing to a goal, with the movement of 

the counters being controlled by the throw of a pair of die. Elements of chance and skill are balanced in 

backgammon so both are needed to win. The game became highly popular worldwide in the late 20th  

century. Origins of backgammon are among the most ancient of all games and may date from as early as 3000 BC.  

Ancient Romans played a game, Ludus Duodecim Scriptorum (“Twelve-lined Game”), which was identical, or nearly so, to 

modern backgammon. The board has four sections, or tables, each marked with six narrow wedges, or points, in two 

alternating colours. A vertical line called the bar divides the board in half. The complete set of rules can be found by 

visiting the websites shown at the bottom of this article! 

Trivial Pursuit is the most modern of my selection. It was conceived on December 15, 1979 by Chris 

Haney and Scott Abbott. Haney was a picture editor at the Montreal Gazette, and Abbott was a sports 

journalist for The Canadian Press. The friends were playing a game of Scrabble and drinking beer when 

they decided to invent their own game …the rest is history!   Andy Prior http://www.boardgamecapital.com/board-game-rules.htm 
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Fundraiser for Watlington Preschool  

Charity no: 1133641 

BINGO 
WATLINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

SATURDAY 1st DECEMBER 

7.00PM 

EYES DOWN 7.30PM 

RAFFLE AND  

REFRESHMENTS 
Watlington Sports and Social Club is situated opposite the 

village hall and is a family members club with lots to offer 

for all age ranges.   

We offer good quality drink, food and snacks at 

affordable prices. We are signed up to both Sky and BT 

TV, which enables us to show all the big games on the 

large screens throughout the club.  

The club has 2 pool tables, dart board, juke box and puts 

on numerous events throughout the year for adults,  

children and families.  

The Social Club is home to Watlington Men’s Football 

Team, 5 Youth Football Teams (ranging from U7’s 

through to U15’s), Green Bowls Teams and Crib League. 

We welcome new members and the annual fees are very 

competitive, £10 for a single membership and £15 for 

couples/families.  Please feel free to pop in, have a look 

around and a chat with our friendly bar staff. 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday 27th November  Christmas Wreath Making 

Workshop £25 – limited places. 

Friday 30th November  Rick’s Quiz. 

Thursday 13th December  Christmas Charity Cash/

Prizes Bingo on behalf of local charity WNDA. Eyes 

down 7.30pm – any bingo/raffle prizes would be  

gratefully received.  

Sunday 16th December  Children’s Christmas Party.  

Sunday 23rd December Christmas Draw / Disco. 

Christmas Eve  Open all day from Midday. Band Revival 

from 8pm. 

Christmas Day  Open 11.30am to 3pm.  

Boxing Day  Open Midday to close.  

New Year’s Eve  Open Midday to 5pm – 7.30pm to 

close / Disco (Ticket Only). 

New Year’s Day  Open Midday to 12pm close.                                                                             

 

If you would like more information on any of the 

events listed please pop in or give us a call. 

More events will be added so watch the Entertain-

ments Board / Facebook Page / Posters in the 

village for updates. 

Watlington Sports & Social Club 
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Choosing a Charity 
The Gossip has decided that in this and future issues of the 
magazine we will promote and support one local charity and 
therefore have given a donation of £100 to Little 
Discoverers. If you would also like to donate then please 
contact the charity directly. 
If you are involved with a local charity why not get in touch 
with us about promoting your cause through the magazine. 
 

Our contact details are on page 4. 

Little Discoverers 
West Norfolk School for Parents is a small local charity that has been 

running since 2005. They provide support to pre-school aged children who 

have a movement/motor development delay. Little Discoverers use a holistic 

approach to building a child’s independence along with the ideas of  

Conductive Education from the Peto Institute in Hungary.  

Little Discoverers is based in Kings Lynn in a small sports pavilion next to 

Lynnsport and the children who attend are from West Norfolk and the 

surrounding areas.  

Parents/carers and children attend one of three sessions a week during 

school term times, to learn skills and activities that can be applied to the 

child’s everyday routine to help develop their potential.  

Specially trained staff and equipment are used alongside an individual 

programme for each child, providing a safe and fun environment for the children to learn. They concentrate on these 

key areas of development; physical, emotional, social and personal and communication skills. 

Little Discoverers is also very beneficial for the parents/carers; families are able to get to know one another and build 

relationships. They then form a network of understanding friends, benefitting from sharing experiences and helping 

each other to get through stressful times. 

Children at Little Discoverers have a diverse range of complex needs such as problems with fine or gross motor 

movement, development delay, learning difficulties, hearing and visual impairments and communication problems.  

For example, a child may have Cerebral Palsy, Downs Syndrome or genetic conditions. 

During each school holiday the group offers fun family sessions or days out to enable siblings and other members 

of the family an opportunity to be involved. Music and movement sessions, gym sessions and many more are provided 

to help families to make connections, give/receive advice, offer support and spend time with different members of the 

group.  

The regular sessions are run free of charge for attendees and focus on celebrating each child’s individual achievements, 

no matter how small, at every session.  

It costs around £36,000 every year to hire a space in an accessible area, pay the salaries of the three members of staff and 

provide specialist equipment and learning 

resources, as well as much more. Little Discoverers has a voluntary management community of 11 members, including 

4 trustees. The group are always searching for new voluntary members to join the committee and fundraisers to continue 

to help to provide this valuable service for vulnerable families.  

Parent Testimonials: 2017-2018 

“We are made to feel at home. As parents we matter, they give support to our child but also to us as parents” 

“I’m so grateful to have a place at Little Discoverers. The staff are amazing - very dedicated, caring and genuine” 

“Great to have a place where parents can share problems” 

“My child is doing things I was told he’d never do” 

Little Discoverers (WNSfP) 
c/o Alive Lynnsport, Greenpark Avenue, 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 2NB 
07805 427044 
littlediscoverers@littlediscoverers.co.uk 
www.littlediscoverers.co.uk  

More pictures on page 35 
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Watlington WI 
XMAS CRAFT FAYRE 

 

Watlington Village Hall 

Saturday 8th December 

10am-2pm 
 

SANTAS GROTTO (12-1pm) 

KIDS CRAFT TABLES 

FACE PAINTING 

CRAFT AND TRADE STALLS 

REFRESHMENTS 

 
Watlington Preschool, 

charity no: 113364 

Watlington Men Remembered  

Are you interested in the history 

of Watlington and in particular 

the men from this village who 

died in both world wars and are 

named on the village War 

Memorial?  Then you may be 

interested in a booklet featuring 

some research about these men 

together with information about 

the memorial itself and other 

men who served in the Great 

War (WW1), some with 

distinction, who returned to 

continue with their lives. Are they ancestors of yours? 

The cost of the booklet is £2 and is available to purchase 

in the church (open every day), the Parish Council Office 

(open Tuesdays and Thursdays ‘till 2pm) or contact 

Brenda Leedell on 01553 810848 to arrange delivery or 

collection.  

Watlington Craft Group 

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday morning of 

each month in the Jubilee Hall (9.30am till 

Noon) to pursue our various crafty interests. Please feel 

free to come along and meet with like-minded folk, learn 

and share tips etc or just knit and natter, sew or stick, 

whatever you like.    

£3 per session (for room hire) 

Ring Sheila on 01553 810575 for more info.  

As we come to the end of another year 

we can reflect on what we have achieved 

over the past months.  Our involvement 

in the community is something of which 

we are rightly proud.  As well as serving 

refreshments at the Village Fete and the 

Church Fete etc, we also serve the teas 

and coffees at the Players’ productions.   

We are pleased that the Rainbow Café, which welcomes 

all the community, usually on the 4th Friday morning of 

each month is going from strength to strength.  It must 

be the great cakes and hot sausage rolls…. and the    

wonderful atmosphere.  

Above is the front page of an edition of WI Life, which is 

free to all members of the WI and delivered to your door 

about 8 times a year.  Full of interesting articles - a really 

good read.  As part of the WI’s commitment to reducing 

our plastic footprint it now comes in a biodegradable 

wrapper made of potato starch. Very useful as a liner for 

the food-caddy.  

Our new programme for 2019 has been completed and 

should be on the website for perusal by the beginning of 

December.   Keep an eye out for any workshops that are 

also planned.  Check us out on: 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk /Women’s Institute or ring 

Marion, our Secretary on 01553 810407 for more info.  

You can of course just pop along on the 2nd Tuesday of 

the month 7.30pm.  You will be sure of a warm welcome. 

Brenda L  

Did you Know? 

Do you ever wonder how your road, street or close got its  

name?  There is actually a system for deciding the naming 

of new roads. The Parish Council is usually approached 

by the Borough Council in conjunction with the 

developers who ask if the Parish Council have any 

suggestions to put forward.  Sometimes it is relatively easy  

as with the naming of Old Chapel Close as there was an 

old Methodist Chapel demolished at the entrance to the 

site to enable these houses to be built.  

Do you live on the “Martingales” estate?  Did you know 

that Lake Close, Woodward Close, Franklin Close, 

Martin Close, Langridge Circle, Kent Drive, Jackson 

Close, Fendley Close and Challis Close are all named 

after Watlington men who died in the Great War (WW!) 

and are named on the village War Memorial?   

If you live on the Petersfield estate?  It appears that all 

those roads are named after Norfolk rivers, Nene, Bure, 

Babingley, Stiffkey and Wensum although I cannot 

find a river Lark in this county only in Norfork in the 

United States!!  There is however, a River Lark in Suffolk.  

Maybe the developers got confused.   

BJL  
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 All aspects of tree work undertaken 

Hedges Removed  Stump Grinding  

Call 01366 347656 or 07867 764307 

Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  
and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

 Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

 CO alarms and Wireless controls  

 System upgrades and general plumbing  

 New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service mail: jggasplumbing@gmail.com  

   CALL NOW ON:  Tel:   01553 812172 
         Mob: 07973 343926 

60 Priory Road 

North Wootton  

King’s Lynn  
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CAM-CLEAN 
Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  

For Free Estimates 
Call Malcolm on  

01366 385802 or 07890872285 

Watlington Wednesday Club Watlington Preschool 

Watlington Wednesday Club had its AGM in October 

having enjoyed another memorable year, stimulating 

meetings in the Hall with a variety of speakers, short 

distance outings to interesting venues and homegrown 

entertainment in the form of quizzes and games after-

noons. Small friendly groups still need committees to plan 

and organise the activities, oversee the finances and to 

continue to extend a warm welcome to newcomers.  

We welcome Marion Davies who has taken on the role of 

Treasurer following in the footsteps of Jean Greenhough 

who has done sterling service. An expression of thanks in 

the form of a small shrub was given to Jean for all the 

coins counted, all the cheques signed, all the notes 

banked; we have appreciated your unstinting hard work. 

Janet Jones continues as Chairman which gives welcome 

continuity. 

Watlington Wednesday Club is a social afternoon club 

which meets in the Village Hall on the second and fourth 

Wednesday of the month at 2 o’clock. Over the past few 

months when the weather was warmer we enjoyed playing 

petanque on the Millennium Green plus a picnic and 

fitted in our annual Croquet afternoon at Stow Hall under 

the benign tuition and scoring ability of Jonathan Toye. 

The croquet shield, which was presented at the AGM,  

was won by Jill Stone and Alan Steel  

Another highlight in September was the fascinating talk 

given by Tim Clayton on Silversmithing. 

By the time the Gossip goes to press, the club will have 

again visited Dobbies restaurant for the annual 

pre-Christmas lunch and learnt how to make Christmas 

cards with a difference with Jean Greenhough. 

If anyone would like to join us, do make contact we can 

offer a lift to meetings if you need one! 

Barbara Church Vice Chairman 01553 810584 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop  

Wednesday Club Meetings - at 2pm 

December 12th Christmas Party with  

     Watlington handbell Ringers 

January 9th Quiz and Games afternoon 

January 23rd Speaker to be confirmed 

February 13th Dog Race with Richard Aisthorpe 

February 27th Speaker to be confirmed 

March 13th Pancakes and Beetle Drive 

“We Are Good”  

It’s official!!  On 9th October we had our due Ofsted 

inspection and maintained our “Good” rating, which 

we are thrilled about.  

It was a beautiful day, which meant we could show off 

our preschool and our children at their best. Some of 

the quotes from the official report were   -  

“ Staff are excellent role models and rich learning takes 

place as staff prepare and provide stimulating and 

imaginative activities that ignite children’s interest”.  

“ Children are highly motivated, keen to explore and 

learn and children’s behaviour is good”. 

“Children are happy, confident and clearly enjoy their 

time at preschool”.  

This is what we aspire to and try achieve everyday and 

it is very rewarding to hear it from the official source.                              

***************** 

We have been having lots of fun during our Autumn 

term learning about the change of the seasons, making 

bird cake and Autumn crowns. We planted Spider 

plants with our good friend Katherine and made up 8 

very special Christmas shoeboxes, full of goodies, for 

the Samaritans Purse appeal, which distributes gifts to 

disadvantaged children around the world. We’ve been 

experimenting with things that sink and float, practising 

our maths skills with shape activities and board games 

and our children are really enjoying  our new morning 

exercise routine that gets us all moving and ready to 

play.  

By the time this goes to print we will be well into our 

Christmas preparations, making cakes, decorations and 

cards, learning Xmas songs and probably getting just a 

little excited about our end of term get together and 

general seasonal  fun.  

Thanks as always to all our parents, carers,  and 

committee for all their invaluable support.  

From all the staff and children here at preschool,  we 

wish you a very Merry Magical Christmas and a Happy 

New Year.   

Preschool Xmas Bingo Saturday 1st December and 

Craft Fayre Saturday 8th Dec – both at the Village Hall.  

Wednesday is the third day of the week - officially, since 

1988. ISO 8601 Data elements and interchange formats –  

Information interchange – Representation of dates and 

times is an international standard covering the exchange 

of date- and time-related data. (ISO is the International 

Organisation for Standardisation) …. Or is that 

Organization for Standardization! 
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WATLINGTON GARAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialist in accident and 
car body repairs 

 
  M.O.T. Welding and 
 M.O.T. Preparation 

 
Car Sales 

 
Downham Road  

Watlington 

King’s Lynn     

PE33 0HT 

TEL: 01553 811748 
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FATHER CHRISTMAS DELIVERS 

by Julie Newman 

   Santa loaded the last of the presents onto the sleigh and arched his aching back. Christmas Eve again, he  
couldn't remember how many he's seen come and go, but he did remember a little girl called Jenny who had  
started asking questions – things like, ‘How does Father Christmas know what I want? How can he deliver presents 
to all the children around the world in one night? And how come there are so many Father Christmases in different 
grottos?’ He scratched his head. He needed something to make the child believe.  Now where were those big 
foil-covered chocolate discs?  

        Santa went back indoors, stamped the snow off his boots and slumped down in his armchair beside the fire. 
He’d look for the chocolate discs later, when he’d thawed out a bit. He never used to mind snow, quite enjoyed it 
really, but he was becoming less and less enamoured with the stuff and he never knew where to park the reindeer 
on those modern estates and what with the vet’s bills and the M.O.T. on the sleigh – it was all rather depressing. 
He went to put the kettle on. He was tempted to have a glass of rum punch but that would have to wait;  
he couldn’t risk being drunk in charge of a sleigh on top of everything else.  

        As he sipped his Earl Grey his mind began to wander back to when things were much simpler; when children 
were happy with a stocking, an orange and a few nuts, not like today, always wanting the latest Xbox or whatever. 
To be honest, it all went over his head.  

        He awoke with a start. Rudolph was banging on the window with his antlers. 

        ‘All right, all right, I’m coming.’ 

        Santa glanced at the cuckoo clock. Oops! Five to twelve, but what about Jenny? The disc? Oh well, he didn’t 
have time to look for it now. 

        It was just the sort of night he liked – crisp and clear so he could see where he was going. Racing through the 
skies had always cleared his head. Ah, now he remembered! Chocolate discs, kitchen cupboard. He quickly spun 
round, parked the sleigh, went to find one and put it in Jenny’s sack. 

        Meanwhile, Jenny was sitting up in bed hoping to see Father Christmas come in with her presents. She 
desperately wanted to believe but Lisa at school had said she was silly, of course there was no such thing as Father 
Christmas. But surely, that couldn’t be right? Her mum and dad wouldn’t lie to her all these years, would they? 
Even so, she couldn’t help wondering…           

        Father Christmas parked the sleigh, dug out Jenny’s sack of presents and the saucer-sized disc.  He wrote in the 
foil with his special pen and placed it on top of her sack. That should do it. 

        It was still dark when Jenny opened her eyes. The sack was there! But how had she missed him? She jumped 
out of bed to see if he’d brought all the things she’d asked for. Lying on the top was a big foil disc like a big  
old-fashioned penny. She rubbed her eyes. There was a message scratched into the foil – ‘To Jenny with love from 
Santa.’ Wow! He’d written it with his own hand! She couldn’t wait to tell Lisa. 

Santa Update 

The Santa Claus Foundation 

has announced a massive 

upgrade of Santa’s sleigh. The 

latest navigation satellite 

 imagery will be available 

on-board to precisely guide 

Santa to each destination, 

cutting .0001 seconds from 

each delivery. 
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     POOLE PLASTERING 
ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

 
 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Estimates Free  
 

5 Bure Close, Watlington,  Norfolk, PE33 0TN  

Telephone:  01553 810668 
 

Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader 
Approved by Age Concern 

 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 
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Watlington Football Club 

The season 17-18 ended well all sides having an enjoyable and competitive season. The presentation day and evening 
were a great success and we were looking forward to everyone returning for 18-19. As the season drew closer it was 
not looking good. 
Under 11’s Yellows were having trouble finding players, Under 14’s had very few return and they unfortunately had to 
fold, the U11’s managed to find a few new players which is pleasing, the issue now was the Under 15’s who only had 9 
players for the first few games, a meeting was called by the team and the majority wanted to continue, with some very 
hard work and help from the League and the FA, new players were found and the team has never been so strong, 
which is brilliant news. Big thank you to all those involved in pursuing the players but big thank you to Lorraine Bussens 
and Nick McDonald who never gave up. It is never easy running a football club and without this support it would never 
happen. The only reason we continue is to provide somewhere for all the players to play and enjoy football.  
We now have a new side for the Under 7’s which is great  Numbers have grown and they are playing in a league. 
 
Under 7’s 5V5 Format 
It has been a tough start as they could only use 5 players due to age, which allowed them no subs and so a lot of 
very tired players, but the main thing is they are really enjoying it and now have a sub with more available in November 
and December. 
Under 11’s 9V9 Format 
They have now been promoted to the first division and was always going to be very tough against the better sides who 
have been playing at this level for several season. They have started well competing against all sides and now proving to 
be a tough side to play against. Each week throws up a new challenge and the team have pushed to overcome these. 
Under 12’s Yellow 9V9 Format 
After a tough start in what is now a competitive level with league table and only having 8 players some weeks, this has 
now started to level out and gained there 1st win last weekend. Another learning curve for this side and the coaches who 
have only been together a short while. I am sure they will continue to improve and will soon gel on a regular basis. 
Under 12’s Green 9V9 Format 
This is another side who were promoted to the top division and in to a competitive league with league table. They have 
had a tough start and still waiting for their first win, they are in County cup duty this weekend which will be a great 
experience for this side and allow them to forget the league table and some time the pressure this brings. 
Under 15’s 11V11 Format 
This side have had a hard start with players etc as I mentioned earlier. They have now settled and won comfortably 
Sunday. With more players on board and a new assistant joining the current manager, things are looking really strong 
and for the first time in a while will have options when playing on Sundays. 
 

The Season So Far 

We are only several games in to the season and after a little bit of a struggle, all now seems to have settled down.  
We always work hard to make sure all the players enjoy and develop in football and are on the lookout for new players 
and coaches at U8’s U9’s U10’s. If you would be interested in this, please get in contact. Though we have had a setback 
in losing a side we have gained another side and we are now going to look at several options to try and gain a few more 
sides going forward. 
Committee 
Our Child Welfare Officer is unfortunately stepping down we would like to thank her for all the hard work and has of-
fered to continue until the new one has all the paperwork confirmed. 
Fundraising 
 The money raised by the bag for life at Tesco’s has allowed us to complete the floodlight project and has seen a great 
difference when training on these dark nights.  
Sponsorship 
We would like to thank our sponsors who without we would truly struggle. The Swaffham Advertiser, The Downham 
Market Advertiser, British Sugar, Timpson’s, Rob and Marina Murfitt, Osborne And Kent.  
We are always on the lookout for sponsors so if you know of any person or business that would like to donate please 
get in contact with the below contact. Anything from match balls to kit would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the Committee for their continued hard work. I would also like to wish all Players,  
Parents, Guardians, Grandparents and coaches a very good season and most of all enjoy your football. 
Nathan McDonald. 
nathanmcdonald36@aol.com 
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You Can Help Us 

Please tell our advertisers if you found them 

in the Gossip.  

Watlington Players 

Watlington Young Players 

Cinderella – The Watlington Panto 

Thursday 3rd – Saturday 5th January 

The Twelve Days of Christmas this winter will be filled 

with fun and excitement for all the family. There will be 

carols on Christmas Eve, roast dinner and Christmas Pud, 

gifts, celebratory drinks, visits and calls to and from 

friends and family. New Year’s Eve fun and fireworks if 

that is your thing and of course Auld Lang Syne. Then, 

there’s the sales and perhaps thinking about and even 

booking your summer holiday. Maybe making and/or 

breaking your New Year’s resolution. So, there we are at 

the beginning of 2019 with still a few days to go before 

taking down the decorations when Christmas will be 

nothing but a memory until next year. 

BUT WAIT! All is not yet lost! 

No Christmas Season is truly 

complete without a visit to a 

Pantomime. Oh, Yes,  

it is! Oh, no it isn’t! … Well, you 

don’t have to trek to Cambridge 

or Norwich or even Downham 

or King’s Lynn, braving the traf-

fic, the parking, the winter 

weather and the long journey 

home - because you can have all 

the fun and entertainment right 

here on your doorstep. 

Cinderella The Watlington Panto has its first performance 

on Thursday 3rd Jan at 7.30 and will run for three nights 

with a matinee on Saturday 5th. It has a large and  

enthusiastic cast who have already started rehearsals.  

There are some great numbers, with songs from musicals 

such as Half a Sixpence, Fiddler on the Roof, Cats,  

Oliver…. some hits from the world of popular songs,  

TV Themes, one or two show stoppers and even a Strauss 

waltz or two.  Comedy from Fred and Bert and Phoebe 

and Gert, brilliant dancing from Philly and her girls. Some 

magic to amaze and even a visit from across the pond that 

will trump everything. People in the village will be talking 

about it for years to come, children will tell their grand-

children how much fun they had when they went to an 

actual live performance of Cinderella the  

Watlington Panto. Don’t be left out! Come and share the 

fun and finish off your Christmas in style at Watlington 

Village Hall, the place to be this January!!   

Allan Lord (Director) 

South Pacific 

We will soon have readings and auditions for our next 

musical – South Pacific. If you would love to join the cast 

or get involved with technical, backstage work or set 

building, please come along to our readings and meet the 

team! 

28th November 7.30pm - Committee Room 

2nd December 7.30pm - Small Hall 

6th December 7.30pm - Small Hall 

Auditions 9th December from 10.30am, Small Hall 

The action of the play takes place on two islands in the 

South Pacific during World War 2, involving love stories 

entwined with racial prejudice. Songs in the show include 

Cockeyed Optimist, There is Nothing Like a Dame, 

Younger than Springtime and Some Enchanted Evening, 

a song mentioned by Andrew Lloyd  Webber in a recent 

television programme as the best melody ever written for 

a musical.  

Help Wanted 

We are currently looking for people who can help us 

backstage and with technical work. This may include 

assisting with set making or helping backstage during a 

show, or even helping with technical aspects such as 

lighting. If you are interested, please get in touch with us 

on our Facebook page, watlingtonplayers@gmail.com, or 

give our Chairman Matt a call on 07949585458. All are 

welcome!  

Since September WYPS has run a series of workshops.  

We have studied poems, stage  make –up, made props for 

the Watlington Players production of The Flint Street 

Nativity,  practised some songs from our future 

production of Aladdin Jr to be held next summer and had 

a cinema night. 

50 of us went to London to see the professional version 

of Aladdin at the Prince Edward Theatre.  I think we were 

all truly inspired by this production and we are looking 

forward to starting serious rehearsals for our version.  

Note to the wardrobe department – I think we need lots 

of sequins and sparkles!! 

Shortly some of our members will be in the Watlington 

Players pantomime Cinderella which is being performed 

in the Village Hall from 3rd to 5th January.  We also have 

our Children in Need mini Fete coming up on  

16th November when we hope to sell lots of cakes, will 

have various stalls, and there will be a presentation of a 

couple of songs from Aladdin.  Lots of activities ahead 

to keep us occupied. 

Don’t forget, if you want your child to join, we do have a 

waiting list. Ring me on 01553 810732 for more details. 

Penny Cooke 
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Gossip Christmas Quiz:  Around Britain 
 
Geography 

1) Which are the longest rivers for each of the 4 UK countries? (One shared) 

2) What are highest mountains for each of the 4 UK countries? 

3) Which rivers are these places “Upon” : Kingston, Stratford, Bradford,  

 Berwick, Burton and Newcastle? 

4) What are the most Northern, Southern, Eastern and Western Points of 

 mainland Britain? 

Road, Rail and Sea 

1) What do Berney Arms, Dovey Junction and Altnabreac train stations 

 have in common? 

2) Which is the UK longest motorway? 

3) If you travel the from the start of the M5 then on the  M6 / A74M and M74 where 

 are you travelling from to? (Nearest cities) 

4) Forecast the missing entries: Forth, ? , Dogger, ? , German Bight, ?  , Thames, ?  ,Wight, ? , Plymouth. 

5) Find the missing terminus stations: Paddington, ? , Euston, ? , Kings Cross, ? , Fenchurch Street, ? ,Waterloo, ? . 

6) Complete these traditional Ferry Routes: Fishguard to  ?   ; Holyhead to  ?  ; Harwich to ?  ; Folkstone to ? .   

Counties 

1)Which counties border Norfolk (An easy six); Worcestershire (A tricky six)? 

2) In Norfolk what are the 7 local councils below the level of the County Council? (Possibly a question for nerds only!) 

Universities 

Where are they?  De Montfort, Warwick,  John Moores, Heriot-Watt, Brunel, Anglia Ruskin. 

One-Offs 

1) Why is Newlyn in Cornwall so special to OS maps? 

2) What is unique about St Johnstone FC? 

3) What word links Howard, Cary, and Douglas? 

4) Where is the exact opposite point on the globe to Watlington? 

Who plays Here 

1) Stadium of Light, Turf Moor, St Mary’s Stadium, The Hawthorns, Portman Road, Bramall Lane? 

2) Which have been the 6 most used Cricket Test Match grounds in England? 

Doppelgangers 

Where are the locations of the two versions of these places: Watlington, Bangor, St Ives, Newport, Gillingham? 

Cathedral and a Minster 

There are 4 cathedrals in England that are also minsters. Which are they? 

Fictional Places 

Link the fictional place to an author: Barsetshire, Casterbridge, Cranford, Kellynch Hall, Middlemarch, St. Mary Mead. 

6 of the Best 

1) Name the 6 biggest selling albums in the UK by UK bands (excluding compilations). 

2) Which are Norfolk’s 6 biggest settlements by population? 

3) Which six birds topped the RSPB January 2018 Garden Survey? 

The answers are on our website: 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk. 

Any errors? Keep them to yourself! 
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  

The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in 
the Watlington Post Office Store are donated to local 
charities. 

 

August 2018 £88 - Watlington Preschool 

September 2018 £85 - Watlington Youth Football 

October 2018 £61.50 - Watlington Under 5’s 

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

Community Noticeboard 

Table Tennis  

As you may have noticed the Multi Use Games Area 

(MUGA) has a permanent Table Tennis table.   

If you would like to get some coaching in this growing 

sport please contact Jim Pontin at 4 Barley Close, 

Watlington 01553 813160 who will be pleased to 

arrange some training.   

If the weather is inclement it may be possible (subject 

to availability) to use the Jubilee Hall table instead.   

I’m a friendly Watlington lady needing 
support to access hobbies & interests –  

local events, shopping etc, and  
appointments.  5 flex. hpw, £8.13 p/h. 

Car owner/driver essential. 
Job Reference 7565 

www.equallives.org.uk/apply/ 

or 01508 491222 

 

LILY has Changed 
The ASK LILY service can now answer much more.  

See Page 13 for more information. 

West Norfolk Deaf Association (WNDA) is a local charity 

supporting deaf and hard of hearing adults and children in 

West Norfolk. Established in 1997, we provide a range of 

services for people with all levels of hearing loss and for 

all ages.  

Watlington Medical Centre hosts our Hearing 

Support Clinics on the fourth Tuesday of every 

month from 9.30am – 11.30am. The clinics run on a 

drop-in basis, no appointment is needed; however please 

inform reception staff that you are waiting to be seen. 

As a small local charity we rely on the support of 

volunteers to enable us to run our services. We are 

looking to recruit the following: ·Hearing Support 

volunteers – full training is given and expenses paid 

·Charity shop volunteers – varied roles based in 

Downham Market. 

Hearing Support Clinics - with a daily drop in service 

are located at: 

WNDA, The Deaf Centre, 32b Railway Road, King’s 

Lynn PE30 1NF 

Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 1.30pm 

and 

The Old Bookshop, No. 8 High Street, Downham 

Market, PE38 9DB 

Monday to Saturday from 9.30am to 4pm 

Telephone: 01553 773399 

Email: info@wnda.org.uk 

Website: wnda.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
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Norfolk County Council 

Highways Rangers 

The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway mainte-

nance and streetscene improvements. These can include: 

 Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road or 

footway 

 Clearing mud and soil from the road 

(non urgent) 

 Hand sweeping roads or pavements 

 Soil and seeding verges 

 Cutting verge grass 

 Cleaning out highways ditches, gullies and offlets 

 Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts 

 Repairing minor kerb damage and footway surface 

defects 

 Basic repairing, removing obstruction and some cut-

ting and clearing where necessary on adopted net-

works 

Please contact the Parish Clerk know if there are any areas 

which you feel should be reported. (Contact details page 34) 

Why not publicise your club or organisation events. The  

Gossip is delivered free to all homes in the parish! 

SCOUTS and GUIDES 
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Beavers , Cubs 

and Scouts 
Contact: Bob Keens (01553 810855 / 

b.keens@hotmail.com). 

 
Beavers (6-8 year olds) meet on Mondays 6 - 7.15pm; 
Cubs (8 -10.5 year olds) meets on Wednesday 6.30-8pm 
Scouts (10.5 - 14 year olds). Currently closed. A new 
leader is required - Contact Bob Keens (details above). 
 
Rainbows. For girls aged five to seven.  Currently 
closed. A new leader is required. 
Brownies. 6-7.15pm Thursdays. Contact: Brown Owl 
(Mandy Randle; 01366 388554 / mark.randle@tesco.net). 
Guides. Meet at Runcton Holme Scout Hut 7.30-9pm 

Thursdays.  

Contact: Guide Leader (Sarah Mack; 01366 501942 /  

sarahjmack@hotmail.co.uk). 

All meetings at Runcton Holme Scout Hut next to the 

school in Runcton Holme.  

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club  

 August 2018 Draw Winners: 

 1st prize -    75  Mrs McCutcheon   £100 
 2nd prize - 134 Mrs Miller     £15 
 3rd prize -   57 Mrs Beeby     £10 
 4th prize -   76 Mr Dyson     £5 
 5th prize -  172 Mrs Hughes     £5 
 

September 2018 Draw Winners: 
 1st Prize -   185  Mr D Gelder     £40  
 2nd Prize -   32 Mr A Lord     £15   
 3rd Prize -  158  Mr Kahler     £10    
 4th Prize -    48 Mrs D Bennett    £5  
 5th Prize -  156 Mrs R Harris     £5    
 

October 2018 Draw Winners: 
1st Prize -   181 Mr N Langford    £40  
2nd Prize -   20 K Littler      £15 
3rd Prize -    84 Vicky Wass     £10 
4th Prize -   116 Peter Dagnall     £5 
5th Prize -   132  Mr R Miller     £5 
 

Draw takes place on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

in the Village Hall at approximately 8pm. 

1st Prize £40, followed by runner up prizes of £15, £10 

and two of £5. Every 4th month the 1st prize is £100.  

You have to be in it to win it! 

There are still numbers available please contact Debbie 

on  07765 530858. 

WATLINGTON BADMINTON CLUB 
 

Affiliated to Badminton England 
* 

Wednesday evenings 
in the Village Hall 

*  
Seniors 7pm onwards 

Juniors 5pm/6pm 
* 

New players and would-be players welcome 
* 

John Church 01553 810584 or 

johnchurch@phonecoop.coop for more info 

Feet First Chiropody Clinic  raised the grand sum of 

£ 913.00 in their annual raffle which was drawn on       

12 November 2018.               

Proceeds were in  aid 

of the British Legion 

Poppy Fund.  

The Winner was Mrs 

Marrs of Downham 

Market.  

Many thanks to all our  

clients who helped to 

achieve this superb figure.  
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  
Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 
Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 
Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  

Mobile 07930718183 

St Marys Bed and Breakfast 
St Marys Lodge,  Church Road 

Wiggenhall St Mary,  King’s Lynn,  PE34 3EH 
4 star accommodation  

in comfortable and peaceful surroundings 

Fully Ensuite Rooms 

WiFi      Safe Car Parking 

Contact Simon or Scilla Ash 

Tel: 01553 617469       Mob:  0777 165 8422 

scillaash@hotmail.co.uk 

www.stmarysbandb.co.uk  

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating - Interior/Exterior 

Roof cleaning - sealing and colouring 

Tel:  0771 2893277 

email:  skservices66@gmail.com 

Qualified Chiropodist 
HPC Registered. 

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.C.Ha. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. 

Tel: 01366 388839 / 01553 691574 

Home visits available in the  

Downham Market, King's Lynn  

and surrounding areas,  

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 
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Millennium Green 

We thought that after a successful cut of the hay, 

producing over a hundred bales, we would lose it all as 

the weather again turned to rain. We are very grateful to 

Paul Haynes for removing it all before it got wet.  

All the hedges have been cut  including the longest hedge 

opposite the old school. with help from Tim Palmer, our 

newest volunteer, his trailer was ideal and all the clippings 

were compacted in one load. It saved a journey but when 

we came to unload there was a four foot square of tangled 

brambles. Unloading was entertaining! Won’t do that 

again. There are still flowers on the green, isn’t nature 

wonderful.  

I wasn’t involved with the construction of the Millennium 

Green but thanks to an amazing coincidence I was given 

some photos of this phase including the use of heavy 

machinery and the original trustees at work.. A neighbour 

had bought an old suitcase at the auction in Great 

Massingham and inside were these photos. Luckily she 

recognised where it was and passed them on. If someone 

from outside Watlington had bought it they would 

probably have been discarded. They date from 1999 and 

were most likely taken by Geoff Beaumont who was a 

trustee and a keen photographer. There will be some on 

the website but if anyone who was involved at the time 

wishes to see them please contact me.  

The AGM will be held in the Dyson Room, Watlington 

Sports and Social Club on 7th January 2019 at 7pm.  

Keith Leedell for the Millennium Green Trust  

Seeing photographs (recently retrieved from a suitcase 

sold at a local auction) of the group of people who had 

the vision and will to lay the foundation for the 

Millennium Green, reminded me of the effort and 

goodwill involved. Throughout the seasons the village 

benefits from their foresight.  Spring blossom, nesting 

birds, flowers and grasses. Some flowers are colourful, 

some hide in the shaded places - all contribute to the cycle 

of numerous wildlife.  

Some of those in the photographs have passed on, others 

with great knowledge and much goodwill maintain the 

area. Their latest contribution, now birds have flown, has 

been to trim and shape the hedges to a high standard, 

enabling people on road or pavement to also enjoy the 

contained natural beauty.  Trees will shed their leaves and 

be seen in bare frosted glory - the field will be dormant.  

There is framed information on the fence near the village 

sign, have you seen The Sundial?  

Enjoy the seasons by resting awhile on the many seats an 

d think of all who gave their time and talents to support 

the community, they are all heroes. 
Eileen Haynes  

Here is the News 
Today with modern communications, radio, TV, internet 

and newspapers we are constantly updated with news but 

how did the population get the news of the armistice in 

1918?  

There were no radio broadcasts, the 

BBC did not exist. The precursor to 

public radio broadcasting was set up 

primarily by Marconi and General 

Electric and the BBC was set up in 

October 1922 with the first broadcast 

in November but only in the London 

area. 

Even then there were not many radios to receive the news 

and you needed a license costing 10 shillings - a lot of 

money then. You had to rely on daily newspapers and 

they had to get the news by telegraph, phone or mail. 

Most local newspapers had offices and would post 

bulletins in their windows of important news.  

One way people knew the war had ended was by hearing 

church bells again after years of silence. Some people in 

southern England knew immediately when hostilities 

ceased because they could no longer hear the guns in 

France.  

News and good news would travel fast and people would 

want to pass it on by any means. Within two years BBC 

radio was available in all of the UK. King George V 

broadcast the opening of the British Empire exhibition in 

April 1924.  

Experimental TV broadcasts had been made in March 

1929 and regular TV broadcasting started in November 

1936 in London but was closed down from 1939 until 

1946 due to the Second World War.  

Since then technical advances have been impressive but 

are world changing events any more appreciated on a 50 

inch colour TV than on a valve powered radio set? 

The impact would be the same but you only got the news 

once a day and it didn’t ramble on for hours.  

Now where is my old radio……. 

Keith Leedell 
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December 2018 

01 - Preschool  Xmas Bingo 7pm 

08 - Football Club Open Afternoon 1pm (S&SC) 

08 - Preschool Xmas Craft Fayre 10am- 2pm 

11 - WI: Christmas Flower Arranging  

14 - Rainbow Café  9am - Noon 

January 2019 

03 - 05 Players Panto Cinderella 7.30pm 

05 - Players Panto Cinderella Matinee 2.30pm 

07 - Millennium Green AGM Sports & Social Club 7pm 

08 - WI: Animal Welfare 

14 - Grand Village Fete AGM 8pm 

15 - Parish Council 7pm 

25 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon 

February 2019 

01 - Gossip 81 Deadline 

12 - WI: Children’s Hospices with Tina Burnett  

19 - Parish Council 7pm 

22 - Rainbow Café 9am - Noon 

Church Services on Page 11 

Sports and Social Club Events on Page 19  

Wednesday Club Events listing on Page 23 

Email events to watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)   Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF 01366 502165  

/ 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Mrs T Bradley  01553 811243 terrytab52@icloud.com 

Mrs J Golding  01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Mrs B Leedell 01553 810848 kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr T Palmer  07919 033943 timpalmer73@aol.com  

Mr A Prior   01553 810863 priorap1@gmail.com 

Mrs P  Sillis       01553 409933 philbdavies@hotmail.com  

(5 vacancies) 

 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Peter Hodson 01366 382727 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long 01945 430169 

Elizabeth Truss MP:  01842 766155  

elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk 

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Preschool: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: Contact through Facebook  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant  01553  811588  (new) 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Watlington Garage: 01553 811748 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 0800 783 8838 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Regular Club Bookings at the Village Hall 

Badminton: Weekly  Wednesday Evening   01553 810584 

Short Mat Bowls:  Weekly  Monday Evening & 

      Friday Afternoon       01553 813400 

Under5s: Weekly    Wednesday Morning    07731 946668 

Wednesday Club:   Fortnightly     Wednesday Afternoon                                      

            01553 810584 

WI: Monthly   2nd Tuesday Evening      01553 810407 

Watlington Players: Weekly   Friday Evenings 

Watlington Young Players:  Weekly   Friday Evening                                                    

            01553 810732 

The local Facebook Directory 

We have drawn together a list of local 
Facebook community sites known to us. Not on the list? 
Contact us through our Facebook page! 

watlington community: issues, news and events 

watlington village people - issues and events   

watlington gossip;    watlington wi 

watlington sports & social club 

the angel Watlington;  
watlington grand village fete 



 

35 

The Gossip Photo Gallery 

Geoff Beaumont, Lillian Garfoot, Richard Rockliffe, Barry Shears,  

Hugh Lacey, Jean Golding, Kate Carpenter, Peter Ryder  (See page 33) 

Pictures of the Remembrance Day Service and the 

commemorative decoration of the church to mark the 

ending of World War One on 11 November 1918 
Preschool: We love bingo!  

Litte Discoverers 
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