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Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 

Tel: 01406 364482      Mob: 07817 592853 
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The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for 

its continued funding. The committee does not accept any 

responsibility for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 

advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor 

does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints 

expressed by our contributors in articles  or other items 

published in these pages. 

Guidance Notes for Contributors  

Please keep your articles to around 500 words (1/2 page) or 

1000 words (full page). This will be reduced by about 125 

words if a photograph or drawing is to be included.  Please 

send photographs and advertisements in jpg format. Sorry, 

we do not accept ‘advertising features’ or insert adverts. 

Front Cover 

The Editor’s to blame if you think it’s a little lame! 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Clanpress Ltd 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 79 of the Gossip is 

1st August for publication by 1st September 2018. 

Follow us on Facebook Watlington Gossip. 

You can leave comments and items for future 

issues of the magazine.  

WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 

Vacancies for Parish Councillors 

The Parish Council currently has four vacancies for Parish 

Councillors to bring  the Council up to their allocated 

number of eleven.   

If you would be interested or would like further information 

please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details are on page 34. 

The Village Fete 
Rollup, roll up for the Village Fete  

You know it will be really great. 

There’s lots of fun for everyone 

All we need’s a little sun! 

There’s stalls to part you from your money  

You might even find organic honey. 

And Pimm’s to drink out on the Green 

While talented Players perform a scene. 

Lovely cream teas in the club  

Lots of other sorts of grub. 

History displayed in the village hall  

We’ve even had a tea dance ball. 

Races, tug of war, dog shows  

Winners showing off their bows. 

Happy children, games to play  

What a really super day! 

So come along and join the larks 

Enjoy our lovely village parks. 

If this does not tempt you enough 

The WI will do their stuff. 

Who could resist their siren call  

Dispensing goodies in the Hall. 

Smiling faces, willing feet 

Cakes you simply have to eat. 

Come on, give yourselves a treat 

You never know who you might meet. 

It’s Watlington’s most special day 

Three cheers for the fete - hip, hip hooray! 

Elaine Carpenter 

elcome to the Summer 2018 edition of the Gossip. 

As usual we carry the Grand Fete programme on the 

middle 4 pages. Let’s hope the weather is fine on the 

day, possibly a bit cooler than last year … please! 

A lot of planning and organisation goes into bringing the fete 

together for the big day in June and this is all down to the 

admirable Fete Committee, whose members give up their 

time to bring you an enjoyable day. 

Like the fete, the day to day running of parts of village life 

depend on the Parish Council - play areas, open spaces,   

allotments and litter for example. The Council employs a 

Parish Clerk to do the heavy lifting, but to adequately plan, 

scrutinise and control expenditure on these services, a full 

body of 11 councillors is required. Currently there are only 7. 

Being a Parish Councillor isn’t a burden; it can at times no 

doubt be frustrating, but it can also give you a sense of pride 

in having served your community. So why not give it a go 

and become a co-opted councillor? Now’s a good time 

because all councillors will be up for re-election in May 2019, 

so if you find that it’s not for you then you can gracefully 

bow out then. 

If you do consider standing for the Council contact the Parish 

Clerk who will give you the necessary information and 

possibly have a chat to existing councillors. Or simply go to 

a council meeting (dates in the Diary, page 34) to find out 

what goes on. 

Enjoy your summer …. and the sun! 

But remember, let’s be careful out 

there. 
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Watlington Gossip 

Published by The Volunteer Committee of 

Watlington Community Magazine  

Your Editorial Team 

Editor 

Colin Vince 

01553 769171; watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Deputy Editor & Advertising 

Brenda Leedell 

01553 810848; gossip@dell4277.plus.com 

Advertising rates for one year (4 issues) 

1/16th page £35;  1/8th  page £55;  1/4  page  £75 

Jean Golding  

01553 811362; jean@goldings.biz 

Andy Prior 

01553 810863; priorap1@gmail.com 

Website and Distribution 

Keith Leedell 

01553 810848; watlingtonnorfolk@gmail.com 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

You Can Help Us 

Please tell our advertisers if you found them 

in the Gossip.  

Village News and Views 

The Danger of Fires 

Dear Editor 

There are a group of approximately a dozen young lads 

who regularly play in the old overgrown allotment on the 

far side of the Millennium Green; using the air raid shelter 

as their base. I know that young lads have to play some-

where but today I saw smoke rising where they are playing 

and had  to put out a small fire. This is the second 

occasion I have had to do this.  

On the previous occasion, about a year ago, I warned the 

young lads of the dangers associated with fires in woody 

areas but they obviously didn't take any notice. Because it 

is so overgrown where they play I anticipate that one 

'windy day' the Fire Brigade may have to be called out!  

So, just in case, if you have a son or daughter who likes to 

play over by the air raid shelter would you kindly give 

them your words of advice please?  

David Abbott 

A Gossip Retirement 

Hello Everyone 

Just a few words to say that I am retiring from the 

Watlington Gossip after 19 plus years. 

I have to say that I have enjoyed every minute of it and it 

has given me great pleasure making sure that you all 

received your copy of the magazine each quarter thanks to 

the team of people who actually delivered the mag to your 

door. Thanks again to all the people who deliver the 

Gossip both past and present. 

I shall miss the team and the camaraderie of the members 

of that team; we all pulled together to produce the 

Gossip, which has gone from strength to strength. 

I wish you all happy reading and hope the editorial team 

have continued success in producing a great magazine. 

Peter Ryder 

And Thank You Peter 

Peter has retired from the Gossip Team after nigh on 20 

years of involvement - from the very first issue back on 

1997. A very big thank you to Peter for all his work over 

the years, particularly in organising the distribution of the 

magazine without fail each and every quarter.  

The Timetables They Are A Changing 

Or more correctly they have already changed. Great 

Northern has totally revised its timetable for their King’s 

Lynn - London services as of Sunday 20th May. 

Many journeys to and from London will now take longer - 

up to 10 minutes. This is largely as a result of Great 

Northern hoping to provide a more reliable service - 

trains will now pass at Littleport rather than Downham 

Market - and most services will stop at Cambridge North. 

The stops at Cambridge North are welcomed, but the 

other changes have been controversial. Alas, the short 

sighted policy of reducing the Downham - Littleport line 

to a single track is the cause of much of the problem.  

If you use the service regularly towards London, why not 

let us know your experiences with the revised service. 

The Danger of Fires (2) 

The air raid shelter is on land owned by EI Commercial 

Properties (formerly Enterprise Inns) and another land 

owner.  The AFMGT has informed them of the problem 

and recently received a reply saying:  

“The building falls partly outside of our ownership and our Estate 

Manager has visited the site and met with the owner of the adjoining 

land. An agreement has been reached between both parties to 

re-secure the pill box. This will restrict access and we hope this will 

prevent the problem from re-occurring.  

Thank you again for taking the time to make us aware of these 

incidents and for highlighting your concerns.” 

Hopefully the work will be carried out swiftly.   

Keith Leedell  

Angel Field Millennium Green Trust (AFMGT) 
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Village News and Views 

Thank You Gossip Team 

On behalf of the NNAB, I would like to thank you for 

the donation of £100 just received. I can assure you that 

such generosity is a source of great inspiration and the 

money will be put to very good use in furthering our work 

within the King's Lynn area as we aim to build on the 

services we provide to the blind and partially-sighted 

people of the county. 

I would be grateful if you would accept our sincere thanks 

to all of you at the Watlington Gossip team and tell you 

just how much your support is valued by the Association. 

If you would like to visit our equipment centre in King's 

Lynn we would be more than happy to give you more 

information about the facilities that we offer to the blind 

and visually impaired of Norfolk.  

Thank you once again for supporting a very important 

Norfolk charity. 

Gina Dormer, Chief Executive 

Thank You! 

Hi Gossip Team  

Sincere thanks for donating £300 to the Preschool for 

our Canopy Appeal. 

Your kind donation makes a big difference to the  

Preschool and all of the children who will benefit from it. 

Kind regards, on behalf of the Preschool staff, children 

and committee. 

Sarah 

Uses of Language 

I am becoming increasingly irritated by the deliberate 

misuse of language and would be interested to hear how 

others feel about this. Typical “annoyances” include the 

following :- 

i). Use of the word “obviously” to describe situations 

which are by no means obvious ! (nor should be 

expected to be so !!)   

ii) The recent “fashionable” habit, which seems to 

suggest that anything and everything that anybody says 

must always be preceded with the word “so” ! 

(Politicians and reporters are particularly guilty of this !) 

iii) Deliberate alteration of “natural” intonation, so that 

everything said seems to end in an upward lift, thereby 

making it sound like a question ! (Australians and people 

from other countries, where this forms part of the 

normal speech pattern, are, of course, exempt from this 

criticism !!) 

iv) The increasingly common usage of “Can I get ?” in 

place of “Please may I have ?” (the latter sounds so 

much more polite and “Can I get ?” sounds horribly 

demanding!! ) 

….. and just to prove I am not devoid of error myself !!

……  

v) Over-use of the exclamation mark !!!! 

I do understand that language is always evolving; the 

meaning and spelling of words ever-changing and that 

there will inevitably be those who adopt the “Oh, for 

goodness sake, get a life !” stance. To me, however, our 

use of language remains important and whilst accidental 

misuse can (and probably should be) overlooked and 

forgiven, this  “deliberate” abuse and introduction of 

Americanisms is, to me, an inane irritation I can well live 

without !! 

Ok I’m off my soap-box now !! 

Wendy Phillips 

 

[Ed - I disagreed with Wendy about point iv, particularly in a 

commercial situation. A thank you afterwards is more important  

in my view, being a polite way to seal and close a transaction.] 

Nature Sightings 

You were asking for wildlife sightings from around the 

village. On a river walk I spotted 2 pairs of Goosander, 

which is quite a rare bird in Norfolk. Also, there were 5 

Buzzards circling together. I also saw a Red Kite 3 times 

in one week, over the school and nearby. 

Then on 26th April a Common Crane circled round 

several times above the village, calling constantly before 

drifting away. These are rare birds in Britain but a couple 

of pairs do breed at RSPB Lakenheath. 

Brian Doveston 
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News from the Medical Centre 

As summer approaches and the Hay Fever season kicks 

in, there will be increasing requests for anti-histamines 

and eye drops to alleviate the symptoms.  Many of you 

will have noticed the Department of Health and Social 

Care Guidance that recommends patients purchase their 

own medications for minor illnesses, such as Hay Fever, 

headaches, diarrhoea, constipation and so on. 

We all realise that the NHS is underfunded and that it 

cannot pay for everything. However, there will be some 

patients who either need their medication long term, or 

do not have the money to buy their own minor illness 

medication and for those patients, we at Watlington will 

continue to supply these medications. 

We are lucky that we have a pharmacy attached to our 

surgery and patients are thus able to obtain many of these 

medications over the counter from the pharmacy. This is 

not always the case for rural general practices, as doctors 

are not allowed to sell their own patients any medication 

besides malaria prophylaxis and travel vaccines. 

We are members of the Dispensing Doctors’ Association, 

who are lobbying the Department of Health and Social 

Care and MPs to change the regulations and allow GPs to 

sell medications for minor illnesses to their patients. This 

may help make a small dent in the NHS funding crisis.  

After 35 years, our stalwart Dispensary Manager, Jacky 

Wardale is taking her well-earned retirement. She has seen 

many changes in the dispensary, from the cupboard we 

used to dispense from at the Thieves Bridge Road 

Surgery, through the dispensary at the new surgery and 

the extension to that and finally the installation of our 

robot which helps us process more than 15000 items a 

month.  

I personally will miss Jacky, as when she goes, I will have 

no staff who were present before I joined the practice in 

1990. Thank you, Jacky. 

Dr Buckland is taking her well-earned sabbatical and will 

be back at the surgery as the autumn approaches.  

I hope you all have a wonderful summer and respect the 

sun – take sensible precautions and as they advise in 

Australia, Slip, Slap, Slop – use sun protection. 

Dr Philip Koopowitz 

Heirlooms 
A fire in the hearth, 
Kettle on the hob. 
The centre piece a clock, 
And then a thingumabob. 
 
On the end were candlesticks 
Which somehow looked so cold, 
Next to these were orange dogs 
Of porcelain and gold. 
 
A tiny nose, a happy face, 
In the flicker of a fire, 
Friends would always stop 
To look, and then admire. 
 
Perhaps when all was still 
In the middle of the night, 
It looked as though they smiled 
In that room of candlelight. 
 
But often through the years 
With many items sold, 
That shelf would never lose 
Those little dogs of gold. 

John Reynolds 
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 Michael Pellizzaro 

 16 St James Street,  King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5DA 

 Tel: 01553 767705        Mobile: 07961979961 

 E-mail: michael@mpand.co.uk        Web: www.mpand.co.uk 

 ACCOUNTANTS        BUSINESS  CONSULTANTS        TAX  ADVISERS            

   Knots  Timber 

 38 High Street, Downham Market -  Tel: 01366 384926 

                     Open 6 Days a week for …... 

Timber & sheet material, screws, nails and general hardware.  
Tools, plumbing and decorating sundries. Timber Treatments, 

silicones, fillers and glues and much more  

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£35 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   
 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 

For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  
Agricultural and Domestic Work 

Telephone:  01553 811091 
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No Computer?  Pop your article or letter into the 

Gossip box in the Post Office or post it in the letter box 

outside the Parish Council Office. 

Reporting Dog Fouling  

Spotted somebody letting their dog foul and want to 
report it? Here’s who to contact: 

Jackie Squires at the Borough Council 
01553 616657 Ext 6657 

or jackie.squires@west-norfolk.gov.uk 

News from the Community School 

Growing and Learning Together 

I write this as we are basking in the early summer sun and 

hoping that our next few months will stay dry and warm – 

probably not – but we live in hope! 

The summer term is so full of contrasts in school.  

Children take tests and assessments; but we also enjoy the 

opportunity of being able to take them on some 

memorable school trips. I am sure many of you have 

heard the quote: 

“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember.  

  I do and I understand” 

We believe that learning outside of the classroom is 

important. We plan the curriculum so that all children get 

the chance to experience something different; whether it 

is a trip to Norwich castle, Pensthorpe, one of the 

London Museums (including a trip on the train and 

London Underground), or the opportunity to attend our 

residential trip to Hilltop at Sheringham.  

 

This year we have already taken our pupils to:  

The Science Museum in London, Gressenhall, Imperial 

War Museum at Duxford, King’s Lynn Corn Exchange 

and the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge.  

I am sure that of all the things you remember when you 

were at school, it was the school trips that come to mind.  

When we take the children to London, for some it is their 

first trip on a train and for many their first on the London 

Underground. Although we take them to one of the 

museums to see some amazing exhibits, sometimes the 

journey is more exciting!  

 

This term also sees our biannual trip to Hilltop for our 

Year 5s and 6s. The trip offers the chance for the children 

to overcome many challenges: often it is the fear of being 

away from home, for others it is conquering heights. 

Either way, we see a huge change in the children after 

they have attended. They grow in confidence and believe 

in their abilities. Activities that they get to have a go at 

include high ropes, zip wires and archery.  

Through these activities they learn to rely on others and 

push themselves to their limits. However, at the beginning 

most of them wonder how they will cope without a 

mobile phone or a hairdryer for the week!  

Either way through these trips pupils start to develop the 

independence skills that they will need to become full citi-

zens when they get to adulthood. 

Update 

In our last article we reported that the school would take 

part in “Sign 2 Sing” at RAF Marham with Cherry Tree 

Academy and St Martin at Shouldham Academy.  

The event went really well and the children sang 

beautifully and with such enthusiasm. They did us all 

proud!  

Ruth McGlone 

Headteacher  

Bike for Brian 

 

The King’s Lynn Branch of the Motor Neurone 

Disease Association is holding a sponsored bike 

ride on: 

Sunday 29th July, 10.30 – 1.00 pm  

An 8 mile sponsored bike ride, starting 

from The Angel in Watlington following 

a pretty flat, family friendly, circular 

route on quiet roads via Magdalen, 

Stow Bridge and Runcton Holme. The 

entry fee of £5.00 includes an MNDA 

 t shirt and barbecue with hot dogs or burger 

afterwards. Registration from 10.00 am, ride begins at 

11.00 am. All ages welcome! Trophies will be awarded 

for the best fancy dress and for the youngest and most 

senior riders. 

For more information and for sponsorship forms 

please contact janelewis321@btinternet.com or ring 

01263 740962 

The Motor Neurone Disease 

Association provides care, support 

and information for people with 

MND and their carers, as well as 

funding research into the condition. 
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LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 
Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

 
68 Manor Farm 
Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 
Mobile 077 88188706 
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Watlington Church 

Watlington Church is dedicated to two saints, St. Peter 

and St. Paul, two major players in the development of the 

early Church. The Church calendar celebrates the lives of 

saints, Peter and Paul being celebrated on June 29th each 

year. Peter the fisherman who left his nets to become a 

follower of Jesus, one of the twelve disciples, Paul an  

educated Jew who having persecuted the early Church 

followers, had an extraordinary conversion experience on 

the road to Damascus and became a Christian missionary 

to far flung parts of the Roman empire. 

The service celebrating a church’s dedication is called a 

Patronal Service and ours will be held on Sunday July 1st 

at 11am. 

In the last Gossip we reported the present situation of 

Watlington Church, we are without a full time priest but 

helped by retired clergy for our Sunday services. This is 

still the case. However there are plans for Watlington, 

Runcton Holme, Tottenhill and Wormegay to become 

part of a new West Norfolk Priory Group which will 

include Fincham, Marham, Shouldham, Shouldham 

Thorpe, Wimbotsham, Nordelph, Stow Bardolph and 

Stow Bridge. This group has recently agreed in principle 

to employ a part-time Mission Administrator to help our 

future priest when appointed.  

We also mentioned the old churchyard bench (both 

diseased and deceased) in the last Gossip. We are so 

grateful to have been given several donations so we have 

just purchased two benches. Being honest we have the 

funding for one and bit benches, but we live in faith! 

Thank you so much for all contributions, large and small, 

the two benches will enable visitors to the churchyards to 

rest and think awhile. 

The Church Council has set a date for an Open Day for 

the Church and churchyard on Saturday July 14th from 

2-4pm, so that everyone can come and see the benches 

and try them out! Refreshments will be available at the 

Open Day and there will be a Treasure Hunt! 

 

Many people go past the church every day on their way to 

work or jogging or dog walking but have never been 

inside. There are many points of interest showing the long 

history of this building, the beautiful carved pew ends, the 

lepers squint, the beheaded (!) figures on the font where 

baptisms take place are just a few of the 

features.  

The Church is there for the whole village, available for 

baptisms, (four so far this year) weddings and funerals; 

go to  www.watlingtonbenefice.org.uk to make 

contact. The Church is also a very peaceful place just to 

sit and take time out of our busy lives.  

John Murfitt and Barbara Church (Churchwardens) 

Church Diary Dates 

The Sunday Church service rota around our four 

churches at present is as follows, all at 11am: 

June 3rd Wormegay / June 10th Runcton Holme 

June 17th Tottenhill / June 24th Wormegay 

July 1st Watlington / July 8th Tottenhill 

July 15th Wormegay / July 22nd Watlington 

July 29th Runcton Holme / August 5th Wormegay 

August 12th Runcton Holme / August 19th Tottenhill 

August 26th Watlington / September 2nd Wormegay 

September 9th Runcton Holme 

 

The Church Fete is on Saturday June 9th 2pm at the 

Old Rectory, please come and support us, lots of stalls, 

games and teas in magnificent grounds by kindness of 

Drew and Maria Purves and family. 

The Church and Churchyard Open Day is Saturday 

July 14th 2pm to 4pm. Refreshments will be available at 

the Open Day and there will be a Treasure Hunt! 

Sunday September 2nd. Jazz  Afternoon 3pm at the 

Old Rectory . Look out for the posters. 

Magpie Crossing by Jo Fuller  

Watlington is obviously an area 

attracting creative spirits and we 

welcome another writer who has 

decided to make the area her home. 

Jo Fuller offers us 'Magpie Crossing',  

a short novel initially set in 2017.  

Her central figure, Tara, settles in her 

dream home in Haddon Hertfordshire 

with her accountant boyfriend. 

At that time Haddon has become an affluent commuter 

area. Whilst clearing the brambles at the end of her 

garden, Tara discovers a portal into the late 1970's, the 

decade of big collars, garish decor and only four 

television channels. In the 1970's the village is mainly an 

agricultural community facing the closure of the local 

station. 

Tara becomes absorbed by efforts to save the station and 

slips easily backwards and forwards between the decades. 

However, this cannot last and ultimately she has to face 

the consequences of her actions in both decades. 

So be warned, be very careful when reaching for those 

secateurs, you never know what might lie beyond the 

garden hedge ! 

MP - a member of the Watlington WI Book Club 

 

Gossip Book Review 
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KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 
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Watlington Community Cinema 

Roll Up! Roll Up!  

Ready to have fun at the Fete. 

Watlington WI will be having a stall 

so you can find out the sort of 

things we do – other than knitting 

and jam making!! 

In addition to our regular meetings we host several 

workshops during the year where we get hands on 

experience in various crafts and activities many that you 

may not have tried before. We also like to party in style.  

There will be information about the many other activities 

that we get involved with including community activities, 

craft group and book club.  Come and meet with 

members, take the opportunity to satisfy your curiosity 

about just what the WI is all about. 

Our membership comes from several nearby villages, 

some of which used to have a WI of their own so don’t 

think you have to live in Watlington to join.  We also 

boast a varied age group which adds to the diversity of 

our meetings. You only have to be 18 to join.   

The WI programme for 2018 is complete and will be put 

onto the Watlington Norfolk website, as soon as 

possible. www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk – Women’s 

Institute.  Why not check us out.  

Why not ring Marion, our Secretary, on 01553 810407 

and come along to see what we do.  

Brenda Leedell 

Vice President Watlington WI  

 

I was amused by the comment at the end of an interview 

in the WI magazine, WI Life, which comes free with our 

membership:  

“I joined the WI because it was something my 
husband wasn’t eligible for! We’ve got lots of similar 
interests and I thought it would be healthy for me to 
do something he couldn’t”.   

         I hadn’t thought of that! 

Our supporting arts organisation, Creative Arts East has 

re-branded its live and film schemes and has dropped the 

banner “Village Screen”. This is now called Creative Arts 

East Cinema. As part of our agreement with them we 

have had to come up with a new name.  

We are therefore delighted to announce the launch of 

Watlington Community Cinema. 

 

Our recent season continued with films such as Breathe 

and Murder on the Orient Express and recently Paddington 2. 

Our 2.30 pm matinees seemed popular and we will 

continue to arrange these when possible and when the 

hall is available. 

 

Our next films are: 

Saturday 30th June at 7.30 pm (Doors open 7. 00 pm) 

DARKEST HOUR (PG) 125 mins Drama/History 

Within days of becoming Prime Minister of Great Britain, 

Winston Churchill (Gary Oldman) must face one of his 

most turbulent and defining trials: exploring a negotiated 

peace treaty with Nazi Germany, or standing firm to fight 

for the ideals, liberty and freedom of a nation. 

 

Saturday 21st July at 2.30 pm (Doors open 2.00 pm) 

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (PG) 105 mins True 

Story/Drama/Musical 

Inspired by the ambition and imagination of P.T. Barnum 

(Hugh Jackman), the story of a visionary who rose from 

nothing to create a mesmerising spectacle that became a 

worldwide sensation. 

With Michelle Williams, Zac Efron and Rebecca Ferguson 

as Jenny Lind. 

 

No film in August. 

All films are shown in the Jubilee Hall. Tickets £5 and 

refreshments are available.  

See you at the flicks! 

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers  

On the picture page (p.35) is a small selection of 

jumpers, blankets and dresses to be taken to Kings Lynn, 

where they will be passed on to International Aid to be 

sent where ever they are needed. The teddys go the 

hospital and police, to help unhappy children. 

 

We meet at 16 Warren Close on the third Monday  

in the month, 2pm to 4pm, everyone welcome. 

Janet Jones  

01553 810868 

Watlington Craft Group 

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday morning of each month in 

the Jubilee Hall to pursue our various crafty interests. 

Please feel free to come along and meet with like-minded 

folk, learn and share tips etc or just knit and natter, sew 

or stick, whatever you like.    

£3 per session  

Ring Sheila on 01553 810575 for more 

information.  

Watlington WI 
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Your Parish Council News 

22 February 2018 

 Philippa Sillis was co-opted onto the Parish Council. No 

applications had been received for the other vacancies. 

 Approval was given to the Fete Committee for the use of 

the Recreation Ground and the Glebe Land by  the Fete 

Committee for the Grand Village Fete on 16th June.  

 Council to cost new  ‘No Dogs’  signs for the gates to 

designated dog free zones. 

 A breach in the Recreation Ground hedge has occurred 

which needs fixing as this is a dog free zone. 

 A MUGA Panel was formed to oversee the management 

of the new games area - Cllrs Golding, Leedell, King and 

Sillis. It was reported that the Sport England grant for the 

MUGA has been received. 

 The official opening of the MUGA will take place on the 

Fete Day of 16th June.  

 The Chairman updated the Council on plans for the 

electrical supply for the MUGA  lighting scheme. 

 An agreement was reached with the homeowner of  

White House in Church Road for the joint maintenance of 

the boundary hedge to the Recreation Ground. The 

homeowner also kindly agreed to access to power and 

water supply to help in cleaning of the play equipment. 

 With the funds having been received from the Sports & 

Social Club, the defibrillator has been ordered through 

the hospital. CPR and equipment training sessions will 

be arranged in due course. 

 Paperwork for the completion of the TROD to Magdalen 

was being processed by NCC Highways. 

 A bid has been submitted to NCC under the Parish 

Partnership Scheme for SAM2 Speed Signs, with a 

decision expected by March. 

 

20 April 2018 

 It was agreed that the Parish Council would await a 

planning application for the Safari Park before further 

discussions are held.  

 Borough Cllr Hodson has initiated the process for 

nominating the Angel Pub as an Asset of Community 

Value. 

 The Norfolk Access Improvement Plan for Norfolk 2018 -

2028 was discussed, including whether there could be 

the possibility of improved rights of way in the parish. 

 Council approved the replacement of swing seats at the 

Warren Close and Stone Close Play areas, the works 

now having been completed. 

 Council agree the purchase of 2 Dog Restriction Notices 

for the Recreation Ground gates at a cost of £16. 

 It was agreed that closing the breach in the hedging at 

the Recreation Ground would be carried out after the 

electrical works on the MUGA have be competed. 

 The council is urgently  seeking remedies to 

maintenance problems that have arisen with the MUGA 

groundworks and equipment. 

 Tenders were received for the MUGA lighting project and 

contracts awarded for groundworks and lighting 

installation works, at a cost of approximately £6700     

(Ex-VAT), the works to be carried out immediately after 

the Fete. 

 £2000 was allocated to a MUGA maintenance fund. 

 The allotment sites were reported as full and the waiting 

list was empty. 

 The defibrillator has been ordered and a cabinet would 

be ordered shortly. Quotes for installation were being 

sought. Free training sessions have been offered by the 

NHS. 

 A licence is still awaited for the bench by the Downham 

Road bus stop. 

 The bid for the SAM2 speed signs was approved by the 

County Council and would be ordered.  

 Planning applications were reported at both the February 

and April meetings. Access to details of applications are 

available at www.west-norfolk.gov.uk, follow the links.  

 The Annual Parish Meeting, which is an open meeting 

for all parishioners, was held on 5 April. The Council 

Chairman’s Annual Report and reports from community 

organisations can be found on the  Parish Council 

website page http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/

agendas-minutes-2018/ 

 

Interested in following up on any of theses news items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council meetings are 

available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is open 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 1pm. (Please call 

01553 810777 to confirm that the office is open.) 

 Full contact details for the Parish Council and individual 

councillors is on page 34.  

 The next meetings of the Parish Council are on June 

21st, July 26th and September 6th. The 10th May 

meeting will be reported in the next issue. 

Lazing in the summer sun? Why not write an article for the 

Gossip? It’s a good way to have your say. The next deadline 

is 1 August, so there’s plenty of time! 
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Watlington Community Information Point (CIP) 
What you can do at Watlington CIP  

Through the KL&WNBC website you can: 

 Pay for Borough Council Services Online: 

 Council Tax 

 Pay or appeal parking fines 

 Make a claim for housing benefit or council 
tax support  

 Get information on refuse and recycling, view bin 
 collection times 

 Report fly tipping, fly posting, graffiti or a nuisance  

 Register to Vote  

 Submit, view and comment on planning applications  

 Apply for the housing register and bid for a property  

 Tell the Council you are moving  
 
You can also use the CIP computer to:  

 Book theatre tickets for the Corn Exchange,  
 Princess Theatre or Arts Centre  

 Search for a apply for jobs 

 Write a CV  

 Find information on LILY  (Living Independently 
 in Later Years) 

   
Located at the Parish Council Office  

Watlington Village Hall    01553 810777 
Opening Times:  Tues & Thurs  11am to  1pm  

 

The Borough Council has now updated our computer and 
scanning and printing facilities are available.  

Why not give it a try and save your travel costs as well.   

Local Information and Leaflets are available also.  

If you need help to use the computer please telephone in 
advance to make  sure someone is available to help you.   
Phone 01553 810777 when the office is open.  

You can bring your own device and use the free wifi. 

Watlington Defibrillator  

By the time you read this the 

Defibrillator should have been  

installed on the outside of the 

Village Hall. 

A team from the QE Hospital, 

King’s Lynn, Resuscitation 

Department will be providing 

information and training 

sessions on the use of the 

equipment and how to deal with an emergency.  

There will be several opportunities to attend one of these 

sessions so please try to get along to one.  

The first confirmed date is Wednesday 27 June at 2pm.  

This will be at a Wednesday Club meeting, However 

anyone will be welcome.  There will be a small charge 

for guests. 

Evening sessions are being arranged for various groups 

such as the green bowlers, the football clubs, the WI.  

These will be posted on Facebook and village notice 

boards and groups informed.  All members of the public 

are welcome to attend. They will probably be in the 

Village Hall and/or the S&SC.  Free of charge.   

 

The formal unveiling of the equipment is planned to take 

place on  Friday 22 June at 11am  when Brian Creasey, 

former chairman of the Watlington Sports & Social Club, 

will do the honours on behalf of the club that started the 

ball rolling by initiating the original fund raising. 

Fried Onions 
Summertime is nearly here, and outdoor cooking scents the air. 

Burger, sausages and beer - but one smell is beyond compare - 

Fried onions. 

They remind me of village fetes and seaside walks, the annual fair 

Of Wimpy bars and teenage dates, one plate of food for two to share. 

The cherished memories I keep that time can never smother 

Of simple happiness so deep, out shopping with my mother. 

We’d walk together down the road, she didn’t drive a car 

Reward for helping with her load? Lunch in the burger bar. 

Where she would listen to my tales, set my small world to rights 

With wisdom, love that never fails - Simple times and small delights 

Fried onions. 

Elaine Carpenter 

Gossip Warning: Other vegetables are available. Please cook sensibly and use a suitable oil. Probably doesn ’t 

contain nuts. Any complaints from neighbours about the cooking smell should be directed to the chef. And above 

all, know your onions. 
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 
  C L E A N I N G 
  Windows, Doors,   
    and  
   Framework  cleaned  

 Telephone: 01553 811252 
 [after 7.00 p.m.] 
 Mobile No. 07787 200334 
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WATLINGTON 

GRAND VILLAGE FETE 

 
 

 

SATURDAY 16
TH

 JUNE 

11.00 am – 5.00 pm 

 

Recreation Ground 

Main Village Hall 

Sports & Social Club 
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WELCOME 
to the 2018 Watlington Grand Village Fete. Now in its 7th year the Fete has become an established popular event 

on the Village calendar and we hope you will find this one equally enjoyable. This year we have some traditional 

fairground attractions to add more variety to the day. Also, we have tried to introduce a sporting theme to the 

Fete by making use of  the new Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on the Recreation Ground. This new facility will 

be officially opened at the Fete. 

We are introducing Watson, Watlington’s own mascot, courtesy of Tiptoe Entertainments. Also, to encourage 

more people to take part in the Tug of War Tournament, we are inviting teams to register during the day.    

 

DOG SHOW 

Once again judged by a member of staff from Mill House Veterinary Surgery, King’s Lynn. The entry fee is £1  

and Rosettes will be awarded to the first 3 in each category which are: 

1) Best Senior Dog or Bitch (over 7 years)  5) Prettiest Bitch 

2) Best Rescue Dog or Bitch      6) Most Handsome Dog 

3) Best Cross Breed Dog or Bitch     7) Best Junior Handler (under 12 years) 

4) Best Pedigree Dog or Bitch  

 

SPORTS 

INCLUDING SACK RACE, SUPERMARKET DASH, WATER RACE, DRESSING UP RACE. 

There will be 3 age groups in each race and 1st, 2nd and 3rd medals will be awarded  

for each group in each race.  Plus running races for Older Age Groups! 

 

MULTI USE GAMES AREA (MUGA) 

There will be various skill competitions on the MUGA throughout the afternoon.    

Football and Basketball Skills and Table Tennis  

 

 

TUG OF WAR TOURNAMENT 

To make the competition more exciting, we are inviting more teams to take part.  Now is the time to get your team together!!  

Ladies and Men’s teams to register in the marquee during the day Entry fee £1 per person.  

Unfortunately, we cannot allow children to take part. 

ALL COMPETITORS MUST WEAR SUITABLE FOOTWEAR (NO SPIKES OR HIGH HEELS!) 

 

FIRST AID 

Provided by Norfolk Event Medical Services Ltd at no cost to the Fete. 

 

ENTERTAINMENT 

There will be a demonstration from the EAGLES GYMNASTICS CLUB, which is a community run club from the Hardwick 

Narrows, King’s Lynn. The Fete favourite ROLLO with his Punch and Judy Show will be back also CRAZY BANANAS 

Balloon Modelling,  TIP TOE  ENTERTAINMENTS, THE DANCE SCHOOL  WATLINGTON and performances by other village groups. 

 

CAR BOOT SALE        

£5 per pitch. Setting up from 9.30 am. Contact Bev Gelder to book on 01553 813020 (Answerphone available).  

 

STALLS AND GAMES 

There will be a wide range of stalls and games for all ages and tastes to keep you entertained and refreshed throughout  

the day. These include Burgers, Ice Creams, various games, penalty shootout, craft stalls and the ever popular PIMMS stall.  

The Parish council will be organising competitions in the new MUGA. 

This year we have GRAYS FUNFAIR RIDES, including Inflatables, Cup & Saucer ride, Hook a Duck, Zorb Balls. 

Bungee Trampoline. 

Anyone still wanting to have a stall or game at the Fete contact Penny Cooke on 01553 810732.  
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As the Grand Fete is also the official opening of the MUGA, the Parish Council 

will be organising games and fundraising activities around the site.  

There will be football activities, basketball hoops for different ages, various 

forms of Street Snooker, with youngsters throwing bean bags and balls, with 

older contestants kicking a ball.  

There will be a table tennis tournament of sorts with the longest rallies for   

different age groups. 

Other fundraisers will be face painting, guess the weight of the cake, number of sweets in a jar and a bottle stall.  

 

Please come to the Watlington Parish Council tent as you enter the Recreation Ground from the village hall car park.  

            We look forward to seeing you there! 

MAIN VILLAGE HALL  
In the Village Hall there will be a display of work by children of Watlington Primary School together with memorabilia by the 

Millennium Green Trust. Grand Draw tickets will also be on sale and some musical entertainment by Kate Mould and Hugh 

Pearce. Watlington Author Jo Moss will be promoting her latest book “Magpie Crossing”. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 
Come and sit down and relax in the Village Hall and be served with delicious tea, coffee and cakes by the WI.  

The Sports and Social Club will also be open from 12 noon. 

 

GRAND DRAW AT THE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
We have again received some fabulous prizes. 1st prize is a Canvas Print (A1 Signs & Engraving), 2nd prize Food 

Hamper (GE-BE Transport), 3rd prize Wine Hamper, plus many more exciting prizes. We are very grateful to all those who have 

donated prizes and details of these and the donors and winners will appear on the Village Website. Grand Draw tickets are on 

sale now through various outlets in the village and will also be available at the Fete.  

The draw will take place at 9.00 pm. 

 

THANK YOU 
A big thank you to all who have helped in any way to support this Fete – including The Village Fete Working Group, The Gossip, 

The Village Hall, The Parish Council, The Sports and Social Club, The Wisbech Sea Cadets, True Reflections for the poster design, 

Mill House Veterinary Surgery and the most generous sponsors of the Grand Draw. Any proceeds from this year’s Fete will be 

divided between the Pre School for the outside area, the Parish Council for the MUGA  and the Millennium Green 

for maintenance. 

 

CAR PARKING 

Once again we have the Sea Cadets marshalling the parking so please follow their instructions and park sensibly! 

 

LITTER!! 
PLEASE DEPOSIT YOUR LITTER IN THE BINS PROVIDED OR TAKE IT HOME (TO RECYCLE!).  

IT MAKES CLEARING UP SO MUCH EASIER. THANK YOU. 

 

SPONSORS OF THE GRAND DRAW 
 (at time of going to print) 

   GE BE Transport  A1 Signs & Engraving Boots  Snettisham Park  Planet Zoom 

    Strikes   Watlington Post Office and Stores  Sea Life Centre Hunstanton 

Rodwell’s Fish and Chips Beeby Electrical  The Angel Public House  The School of Dance 

The Watlington Players Skaters of Walpole Highway Norfolk Event Medical Services Ltd 

Landymore and Sons Dove Workshops & Co. Ltd.      The Foldgate Inn    
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 

(Information correct at time of going to print) 

(All in the Arena on the Recreation Ground unless otherwise stated) 

 

11.00 AM OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE FETE BY JO MOSS (WATLINGTON  

    AUTHOR) ASSISTED BY WATSON (WATLINGTON’S MASCOT) 

    Followed by 

    OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE MULTI USE GAMES AREA (MUGA)   

11.05 AM   REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE MAIN VILLAGE HALL 

11.05 AM DOG SHOW REGISTRATION TAKES PLACE 

11.05 AM GYMNASTIC DISPLAY BY THE EAGLES GYMNASTICS CLUB 

11.05 AM REGISTRATION COMMENCES FOR TUG OF WAR TEAMS IN THE MARQUEE 

11.15 AM GAMES COMMENCE IN THE MUGA  

11.30 AM  PUNCH AND JUDY SHOW IN MARQUEE 

12 NOON CRAZY BANANAS BALLOONS (SALLY THE CLOWN WILL BE WALKING AROUND  

    GIVING OUT SPECIALLY  CREATED BALLOONS)  

12 NOON THE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB OPENS 

12 NOON DOG SHOW JUDGING COMMENCES 

12.15 PM WATSON OF WATLINGTON - OUR VERY OWN MASCOT - WALKABOUT 

1.00 PM  WATLINGTON YOUNG PLAYERS PERFORM         

1.45 PM  WATSON MEET & GREET AND PHOTOS BY HIS GAZEBO   

2.00 PM  THE SCHOOL OF DANCE  

2.30 PM  PUNCH AND JUDY SHOW IN THE MARQUEE 

3.15 PM  SPORTS COMMENCE 

3.15 PM  WATSON WALKABOUT  

4.15 PM  TUG OF WAR TOURNAMENT  

4.30 PM  WATLINGTON PLAYERS PERFORM 

4.45 PM  ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNERS OF COMPETITIONS 

 

EVENING EVENTS AT THE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

 

There will be music provided by VIBES Disco and the GRAND DRAW will take place at 9.00 pm. 



 

21 

 ONCE UPON A WEDDING 

By Julie Newman 

  I feel like Cinderella. Francesca, my step-mum, is always flitting about with her fancy friends while I do all the house

 work. It sucks. 

 Adam’s just come in and grabbed a beer and slumped on the sofa in front of the telly. He’s Francesca’s son.  

 He never lifts a finger either. 

 ‘All right, Sis?’ he shouts over to me. I hate him calling me that. ‘Looking forward to Saturday?’ 

 Yeah, right.  He’s so spoilt. He had a brand new Mini Cooper for his birthday. All I got was a take-away pizza. 

 Now there’s the phone. Adam’s picked it up, thinking it’s for him.  

 ‘It’s Eileen!’ he shouts, dumps the receiver on the worktop and lollops back to the sofa. 

  I quickly dry my hands. ‘Hi, Gran. How are you?’ 

 ‘Not bad, love but I think I’m getting a cold. Listen, I want to come a day early so I can spend some time with you.  

 I’ll be at the bus station at seven o’clock tomorrow evening. OK?’ 

 ‘Wicked! We can go shopping.’ 

 ‘That’ll be lovely. Will your dad be able to pick me up?’ 

 ‘I should think so, but if not, Adam or Francesca will be here.’ 

 ‘All right, I’ll see you tomorrow, then.’  

 That’s cheered me up; I haven’t seen Gran for ages.  

                                                                   * 

Gran’s in bed with the Flu. By the time Francesca and Adam had finished arguing about who was picking her up, 

poor Gran was freezing to death. But we had such fun yesterday even though she was feeling like crap. She’s a star. 

She treated me to afternoon tea in Charlotte’s then she bought me this really cool dress. When we came back 

she showed me how to put my hair up. I couldn’t believe it was me when I looked in the mirror. But I didn’t show them.  

It’s our secret. 

                                                                       

 I’ve brought Gran a cup of tea, but she’s still asleep, so I’ve left it on the bedside table. She looks dreadful.  

 No way is she going to the wedding.  

 Dad pops his head round the door; he’s scrubbed up well – his best grey suit with a pure white shirt and a red 

 carnation in his buttonhole. He frowns at my jeans and tee shirt. ‘You’re not ready.’ 

 ‘I’m not going.’  

 ‘Oh, come on, Jane. Please? For me? Francesca will be upset.’ 

 ‘Yeah, right.’ 

  Dad looks at Gran. ‘How is she?’ 

 ‘Not good. But don’t worry, I’ll look after her.’ 

 Francesca shouts up the stairs. ‘Come on, Bill! Get a move on! ’ 

 Dad sighs. ‘I might see you later, then?’ 

 ‘Yeah, maybe. Go on. You’ll be late.’ 

 He kisses me on the cheek. Francesca shouts again so he closes the door and races downstairs.  

 I hope Gran will be all right. Still, sleep’s the best medicine, that’s what she always told me when I was little. 

                                                    * 

Well, in the end, Gran insisted I went to the do in the evening. She dragged herself out of bed and helped me to get 

ready. I told her she didn’t need to but she insisted I looked my best, bless her. She even did my make-up. It was just 

like she’d waved a magic wand. She told me to walk tall, hold my head up and smile. I couldn’t tell her I was bricking it.  

I was just giving myself a final once-over in the mirror when there was a knock at the door. Oh my God! You should’ve 

seen him – tall dark and drop-dead gorgeous.  

 He said, ‘I’ve been instructed to escort you to the reception, if you’re ready?’ and held out his arm, like some guy 

 from Pride and Prejudice. You could’ve knocked me down with puff of wind. 

 It all went quiet when we walked into the hall. The next thing I know, he’s flinging me round the dance floor like in 

Strictly. He’s really cool. I can’t believe he fancies me. At midnight I half expected to turn back into my old rags 

and have to skulk out, but we were together all night. And he wants to see me again! I must go and tell Gran.                                                    
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All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken 

Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  
and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

 Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

 CO alarms and Wireless controls  

 System upgrades and general plumbing  

 New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service Email: jggasplumbng@gmail.com  

   CALL NOW ON:  Tel:   01553 812172 
        Mob: 07973 343926 
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CAM-CLEAN 
Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  

For Free Estimates 

Call Malcolm on  
01366 385802 or 07890872285 

Watlington Wednesday Club Watlington Preschool 

Watlington Wednesday Club is a social afternoon club 

which meets in Watlington Village Hall on the second and 

fourth Wednesdays of the month 2-4pm.  

Annual membership is £5, attendance at meetings £1.50 

which includes a cup of tea or coffee and biscuit and we 

usually have a raffle. Our programme includes speakers, 

local outings and club organised activities. What a bargain 

and we welcome all. If you want to dip in and just hear a 

particular speaker it will set you back £2! 

What a difference a couple of months makes in terms of 

our weather and probably in our sense of wellbeing too. 

Within the space of forty days we experienced the beast 

from the east and a mini summer. From icicles to the 

cuckoo. 

Like many clubs we cancelled one of our meetings in view 

of the very cold, dangerous afoot weather and consumed 

our pancakes a month later -  they had been in the freezer 

I hasten to add, a domestic one not stowed in the snow! 

During March we had two very good speakers, Mike 

Parsons fascinated us with his long experience and 

involvement with Festival Too; he had been with the 

Festival since its beginning and provided a most 

entertaining afternoon. 

Later Bryan Howling also fascinated us with his research 

and insight into Mediaeval Salt making in the fens when 

peat was dug to fuel the evaporation of brine to produce 

salt. Salters Lode was apparently a site of such salt 

production when sea levels were higher and before major 

drainage of the fens. 

 

Our summer programme includes some well tried and 

tested favourites - our Strawberry Tea which will be held 

at the home of Pat and Richard Aisthorpe in Terrington 

St. Clement this year and our annual Croquet Competition 

at Stow Hall under the expert guidance of Jonathan Toye. 

 

Our programme looks like this: 

June 13th Watlington Handbell Ringers 

June 27th Resuscitation with Q.E. Hospital 

July 11th Strawberry Tea at home of  

    Pat and Richard Aisthorpe 

July 28th Croquet at Stow Hall 

August 8th Petanque and Picnic Angel Field 

    Millennium Green 

August 22nd Quiz afternoon 

September 12th Silversmithing for 40 years with 

    Tim Clayton  

Barbara Church 

01553 810584; barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Hello, from everyone at preschool.  

As this goes to press, we will unbelievably be well into our 

Summer Term!  How can it possibly be time again to be 

getting many of our children prepared to move on to big 

school.  For the children excitement and maybe a little 

nervousness about the progression into reception and for 

the staff being both sad as they move on and so incredibly 

proud of their achievements. 

We are very excited to be using our new, all weather 

canopy, which means we can play outside all year round 

with shelter from the elements, if we need it. Huge thanks 

to committee, parents and anyone who supports our 

fundraising to make these things happen.  

We also have a lovely new extension to the preschool 

outdoor area, having been given a new piece of grass area 

to use, by the school. We already have a construction/

building area, imaginative play resources, dens and 

growing and planting areas and hope to have a wildflower 

area with bug hotel and lots of other fun things.  

There is no better place for healthy, fun play and learning 

opportunities than the outdoor environment.  

As always, we have been busy over the last few weeks 

playing lots of games which help to learn numbers, 

shapes, colours, sounds and how to work in a group and 

take turns.  We have made changes to our home corner so 

it looks more like a nice cosy home.  

We been learning about how exercise makes our heart 

beat faster and how eating particular sorts of foods keep 

us healthy.  We’ve been bringing our favourite books in to 

show and read and enjoying lots of different water play 

activities including water painting with brushes, making 

our own boats and pouring down water channels.  

We’ve had some lovely get togethers for children and 

parents and families this year including Mothers Day 

morning, Easter Bonnet parade and craft morning, 

Fathers day fun and we are now planning our summer 

outing and end of year sports races and leavers 

presentation.   

As always, many thanks to everyone who supports our 

preschool and we hope the sun shines and everyone has 

a lovely summer.   

[Pictures inside back cover] 
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WATLINGTON GARAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialist in accident and 
car body repairs 

 
  M.O.T. Welding and 
 M.O.T. Preparation 

 
Car Sales 

 
Downham Road  

Watlington 

King’s Lynn     

PE33 0HT 

TEL: 01553 811748 
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Choosing a Charity 
The Gossip has decided that in this and future issues of the 
magazine we will promote and support one local charity and 
therefore have given a donation of £100 to WNRDA. If you 
would also like to donate then please contact the charity 
directly. 
 
If you are involved with a local charity why not get in touch 
with us about promoting your cause through the magazine. 
 

Our contact details are on page 4. 

As residents of Watlington you may be aware that the 

Magpie Centre, home of West Norfolk Riding for the 

Disabled Association, based at Wallington Hall, is a 

near neighbour. 

But you may also have wondered: “Who are they, and 

what do they do?” 

The Riding for the Disabled Association, a worldwide 

body, has 60 groups in East Anglia, of which West 

Norfolk RDA is one. Its catchment extends from 

Fakenham over to Wisbech, includes Downham Market 

and reaches as far south as Ely. 

Run by a committee of trustees, WNRDA has a staff of 

six, who look after the horses, and provide more than 

100 riding and carriage driving lessons a week, to 

people of all ages from three to 70, with a wide range 

of physical and learning disabilities.  

At present, the Centre is home to 14 horses and 
ponies of all sizes, some suitable for the tiniest tots, 
ranging up to Ruby, an Irish hunter, who gives 
confidence to the bigger riders. Three of the horses 
also pull carriages, one of which was specially built to 
take a wheelchair, and this allows participants who are 
unable to ride, to enjoy outings in the lovely grounds of 
Wallington Hall. 

WNRDA regularly sends riders to the RDA Regional 
dressage competition, and those who are successful go 
on to compete at the National Championships, held at 
Hartpury College, later in the summer. As another 
string to its bow, the Group has also been approved to 
teach RDA show jumping, a recently-introduced 
discipline. 

None of this would be possible without a loyal team of 
volunteers.  Currently these number about 70 per 
week, who give up their time on a regular basis to help 
with the rides, maybe leading ponies or “sidewalking” 
riders to help them maintain balance.  

Others carry out DIY tasks around the Centre, and yet 
others bake cakes, run raffles, and provide catering for 
Magpie Centre events. WNRDA has a budget of 
£100,000 per annum, of which approximately one-third 
comes from grants, such as Children in Need; a third 
from rider/driver donations (the price participants pay 
to ride or drive) and the remainder from the Group’s 
own fundraising efforts. 

Like all charities, WNRDA is always on the lookout for 
more volunteers, and the greatest needs at present are 
for somebody with accountancy and/or bookkeeping 
skills to take over Treasurer duties, plus a couple of 
“outdoor types”, who would enjoy whizzing about in 
the buggy to carry out paddock maintenance tasks, 
especially on Mondays. 

If you would like to volunteer, or know anyone with a 
disability who might enjoy riding or carriage driving, 
just call the Magpie Centre on 01553 810202 for a 
friendly chat. 
Caroline Dudley 
Voluntary Publicity Officer, West Norfolk RDA. 

Focus on the Magpie Centre  
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     POOLE PLASTERING 
ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

 
 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Estimates Free  
 

5 Bure Close, Watlington,  Norfolk, PE33 0TN  

Telephone:  01553 810668 
 

Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader 
Approved by Age Concern 

 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 

HYPNOTHERAPIST  
& Master Practioner of N.L.P. 

Effective, Confidential and drug free at the sensible price of £45 

Addictions, allergies, obsessions, phobias,  
depression, weight/pain management, anxiety, 

post-traumatic stress, I.B.S., regression,  
hypochondria etc., etc. 

 

If you wonder if your particular condition can be  
helped call for a  chat.  

 

Life-Changing Family Constellation Workshop Weekends. 
 

Marion C. Ross, C.Hyp., C.M.H., M.P.N.L.P. 
6 Elizabeth Avenue, Downham Market, PE38 9EQ 

Tel: 01366 386136 - email: marion.ross1@ hotmail.co.uk 
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It does not seem 5 minutes ago that I was 

writing to wish you a happy New Year, yet 

here we are nearly at the end of the 

season. Most of the sides have around 3-4 

games remaining with friendlies arranged 

to complete it all in May. This will be 

finished off with a presentation evening date to be 

confirmed. 

The club has continued to develop allowing us to support 

players and coaches, so we can all enjoy the football. The 

club continues to improve on and off the pitch, so we can 

attract more players to keep the club moving forward. 

Though the season is ending for the players and coaches 

this does not mean the work stops for the committee. 

Funding as it is for most clubs always at the foremost and 

we continue to pursue avenues for improvement to 

pitches, equipment, qualifications for our coaches so all 

players get a better experience. We are now through 

funding nearly at completion of the new floodlights, 

which will make a big difference for all the teams. The 

new pitch is nearly complete behind the village hall - just 

a bit more to do then three teams will have a nice new  

surface to use at the start of the next season. 

As for the teams they have all had a good season. There 

has been improvement all round and this only bodes well 

for the future. Next season sees the introduction of a 

Under 7 side and both Under 11’s move in to competitive 

football. The Under 10’s move up to a bigger pitch and 

more players, so a challenging time for those players and 

coaches.  

I would like to thank all the players, parents and 

spectators for their support, the committee for their work 

off the pitch and finally to all the coaches who work 

tirelessly throughout the year. 

We would like to thank our sponsors who without we 

would truly struggle. 

The Swaffham Advertiser, The Downham Market 

Advertiser, British Sugar, Timpson’s, Rob and 

Marina Murfitt, Osborne and Kent.  

We are always on the lookout for sponsors so if you know 

of any person or business that would like to donate please 

get in contact with the below contact. Anything from 

match balls to kit would be greatly appreciated. 

We are also in need of new players if you want to come 

and train for the few remaining sessions please contact 

below who will put you in touch with the correct 

manager. 

In the 2018-2019 season U7’s, U11’s, U12’s two sides  

U14’s ,U15’s also need players so if you want to join this 

friendly club please contact me and I will be able to pass 

you on to the correct age group manager. 

Nathan McDonald nathanmcdonald36@aol.com 

Watlington Football Club Watlington Young Players 

The latest Watlington Young Players production took 

part to nearly full houses at Watlington Village Hall on 

Saturday and Sunday 21st and 22nd April. 

The first part of the evening was a one-act comedy, The 

Wolf ‘n the Hood by George Douglas Lee.  The story 

follows the accusation of The Big Bad Wolf, who is in 

the dock accused of sheepnapping. Bo Peep is 

determined to get a conviction.  However he is 

defended, rather surprisingly, by Red Riding Hood.  

The Three Little Pigs are called to give evidence adding 

further confusion to the court of Judge Penelope Piper 

the Pickled Pepper Picker and the Bailiff, Jack Spratt.  

The second part of the presentation was the Junior 

version of The Pirates of Penzance by Gilbert and 

Sullivan.  This followed the story of Frederic, who was 

celebrating his 21st birthday and thinking his apprentice-

ship as a pirate was coming to an end. 

Sadly it was discovered that he was born in a leap year 

and therefore he would have to wait many years before 

his 21st birthday! He was further saddened as he wanted 

to marry Mabel, one of the Major General’s many 

daughters and she would have to wait for him. 

However in true G & S tradition, after much confusion 

involving Frederic’s nurse Ruth and some smaller than 

average policemen it all ended happily with Pirates, 

Daughters, Policemen and the Major General all 

declaring loyalty to Queen Victoria. 

These two presentations involved quite a challenge to 

the members of WYPS and we are all very proud of 

their performances.  Photos (below & p35) were taken 

by Gemma Cole-Reeve. 

Special thanks to Mike Cooke, who directed the play 

and Debbie Bennett who directed the musical and 

everyone who helped in any way to make it all possible. 

For the next few months we shall be holding drama 

workshops.  Look out for us taking part in the Village 

Fete on Saturday 16th June. 

Penny Cooke 

The Wolf  ‘n 

The Hood 
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Watlington Players 

Our next show is the musical comedy, How to Succeed 

in Business Without Really Trying. This is a classic 

Broadway show that recently starred Daniel Radcliffe.  

 

Big business means big laughs in this delightfully clever 

lampoon of life on the corporate ladder. A tune-filled 

comic gem that took Broadway by storm, winning both 

the Tony Award for Best Musical and a Pulitzer Prize. 

How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying boasts 

an exhilarating score by Frank Loesser (Guys & Dolls), 

including "I Believe in You," "Brotherhood of Man" and 

"The Company Way." 

 

A satire of big business and all it holds sacred, How to 

Succeed in Business Without Really Trying follows the 

rise of J. Pierrepont Finch, who uses a little handbook 

called How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying 

to climb the corporate ladder from lowly window washer 

to high-powered executive, tackling such familiar but 

potent dangers as the aggressively compliant "company 

man," the office party, backstabbing co-workers, caffeine 

addiction and, of course, true love. 

 

The show will be staged from 30th May - 2nd June,  

7.30pm at Watlington Village Hall. Tickets are 

available from www.watlingtonplayers.com or  

0845 052 9645 (phone service kindly managed by 

volunteers, so please leave a message if they are unable 

to take your call). Tickets are £10. 

We are finally surrounded by the joys of spring! The 

foliage is flourishing and we are encompassed by an array 

of vibrant colours of varying intensities.  

This is the first year in my garden that I have seen 

'scheduled' flowering of Spring bulbs and plants over a 

period of time rather than everything coming out at once. 

The distinguishable schedule of events started in February 

with, snowdrops, then Dutch irises, crocuses, followed by 

dwarf tulips, helibores (that are still out in May), daffodils 

(standard, narcissus and narcissus Rip van Winkle), more 

tulips (standard, double, and goblet shaped), bluebells 

(blue, pink and white), and lily of the valley, which is 

about to flower in mid-May.   

I have lots of other little flowers that come up but I'm not 

sure what they are. I do get some flowers that look like 

tiny wild cyclamen which are white, pink or purple. One 

of my favourite spring flowers is Fritillaria meleagris 

('snakes heads') and I have built up quite a stock of them 

now. (Picture inside back cover) 

Even though some would say that alliums resemble chive 

flowers when they go to seed, I love them, especially the 

more unusual white ones with heads bigger than tennis 

balls. I bought a couple of handfuls of these bulbs of 

varying sizes a couple of years ago and they have been 

flowering nicely every year. This year the bulbs seem to 

have divided themselves as they are presenting in clumps 

consisting of 10-20 allium heads, which is a considerable 

increase compared with how many have flowered over the 

last couple of years. They flower in June/July. 

I have a number of shrubs and trees in blossom but this 

year my ornamental cherry tree (although it seems too big 

to be classed as ornamental!) over the fish pond has 

flowered in abundance with vibrant dark pink blossom.  

It is the first time in two years this tree has produced such 

a great quantity of blossom. I have a couple of doves 

nesting in this tree which creates a beautiful picture. 

Last year my beautiful pond lily took over the whole pond 

which spoilt some of its magic as the leaves could not all 

grow flat on the water and therefore obscured the flowers. 

So earlier in the year I decided to divide it. This was quite 

a challenging task as the root system below the water was 

four times as big as the size of the lily seen on the surface 

of the water. This was obviously wet and full of mud and 

took two of us to get it out. I was concerned I may have 

killed it but it is showing signs of new growth and hope-

fully it will flower as usual. I also planted three clumps of 

the water lily in baskets which also appear to be growing.  

My garden is yet again filled with a variety of nesting birds 

with their song brightening up the day. I saw my first 

swallow of the year in mid-April, which is a little early 

considering the cold weather we had in March.  

Rachel Beeby 

Rachel’s Nature Notes 
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Stonehenge was given to the nation in October 1918 by 
local landowners and socialites Cecil and Mary Chubb. 
This meant the world's most famous monument 
belonged to us all!  
English Heritage is currently laying on a series of events 
between now and October to mark the anniversary. As well as 
re-enacting how the stones may have been moved, English 
Heritage are working together with the British Museum to 
host an exhibition highlighting Neolithic and Bronze Age ob-
jects which will show the craftsmanship of the people living in 
the period and suggest the connections Stonehenge had with 
other ancient sites across Britain and Europe. 

 
The story of how the iconic structure came to end up in the hands of the public is an interesting one, dating back to 21 September 
1915, when a barrister – sent by his wife to buy some chairs – bought one of the world’s most important historical sites. He had been 
sent to auction, to buy a set of dining chairs. Instead, barrister Cecil Chubb’s eye was drawn to lot No 15: a few acres of W iltshire 
countryside – upon which stood one ancient, crumbling, mysterious 
monument. Exactly a century ago, the monument was sold to Chubb 
for £6,600. Three years later he (or perhaps his wife) became bored 
with the acquisition and they donated the magnificent stones to the 
nation and since then it has become one of the most beloved and most 
visited historical sites throughout the whole world. The auction 
catalogue listed the stones as a “place of sanctity dedicated to the 
observation or adoration of the sun” and dated it to around 
1800BC. We now believe it to be around a thousand years older! 

 
The circle in Wiltshire was built more than 4,000 years ago using blue-
stones from south Wales – a decision which has long baffled experts; 
leaving them to wonder why the people who built Stonehenge chose to 
use some stones from the Preseli Hills* in Wales (about 155 miles away) rather than local ones. The stones were probably transported 
via water networks and hauled over land, using a huge amount of labour over the long and arduous journey. Experts now believe the 
actual construction of the monument was just as important to Neolithic people as worshipping in it. Stonehenge was made up of an 
outer circle of 30 upright stones called ‘sarsens’, which surrounded five huge stone arches in a horseshoe shape. There were also two 
circles made of smaller ‘bluestones’ – one inside the outer circle and one inside the horseshoe – as well as four ‘station stones’ 
positioned outside the central monument. The entire site was surrounded by a circular ditch and bank, which is still evident to this 
day. 
  

A legend from the 12th century claimed giants placed the monument on a mountain in Ireland, 
before a wizard named Merlin magically moved the stone circle to England! The ‘lighter’ blue-
stones weigh a couple of tonnes each while the larger sarsen stones each weigh a whopping 22 
tonnes! It’s thought that the ones from the Preseli Hills could have been dragged on sledges to 
a nearby river and then floated on rafts towards the Wiltshire site. 
Shaping the stones would have required hundreds of hours of hard graft with stone hammers 
and chisels. But how were the massive boulders lifted to their standing position? It’s assumed 
that the builders dug deep ditches for the base of the boulders before using ropes and strong 
wooden poles and frames to raise them, before back-filling the ditches.  
 

Each year, around 20,000 people gather at Stonehenge to celebrate the Summer Solstice, when the sun is at its highest 
point in the sky all year. It makes for a spectacular sunrise! 
 
Each year, on 21 June (the longest day of the year), the sun always rises over the Heel Stone at Stonehenge – a single large sarsen 
stone which stands outside of the main monument. Also, the sun always sets over the Heel Stone on the shortest day of the year 
(21st December). Therefore, researchers believe that Stonehenge may have been a ‘calendar’, linked to the study of the stars. Others 
suggest that the site could have been a place of healing where sick people assembled in hope of being cured by the circle’s mysterious 
powers, while still others believe the site may have been a kind of Stone Age ‘computer’ that marked solar or lunar eclipses – or even 
a temple to the sun or moon gods. 
But one thing is for sure – Stonehenge was used as a cemetery. Archaeologists estimate that about 200 people are buried on the 
grounds – proposing that important funeral ceremonies would have been performed at the site – though why the dead were laid to 
rest there, no one knows …! 

Andy Prior 

 

* [Ed - I think the structure was built as a music stage for early rock bands such as The Stones and mega-artist Elvis Preseli, one of his greatest 

 hits being Blue Suede Heel Stone.] 
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  

The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in 
the Watlington Post Office Store are donated to local 
charities. 

This quarter all monies were donated to the Runcton 
Holme and Watlington Guides and Scouts Group. 

 

Feb 2018 £56 Brownies  
Mar 2018 £91 Guides 
Apr 2018 £68 Cubs, Scouts & Beavers 

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

Community Noticeboard 

Table Tennis  

As you may have noticed the new Multi Use Games Area 

(MUGA) has a permanent Table Tennis table.   

If you would like to get some coaching in this growing 

sport please contact Jim Pontin at 4 Barley Close, 

Watlington 01553 813160 who will be pleased to 

arrange some training.   

If the weather is inclement it may be possible (subject to 

availability) to use the Jubilee Hall table instead.   
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Norfolk County Council 

Highways Rangers 

The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway mainte-

nance and streetscene improvements. These can include: 

 Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road or foot-

way 

 Clearing mud and soil from the road (non 

urgent) 

 Hand sweeping roads or pavements 

 Soil and seeding verges 

 Cutting verge grass 

 Cleaning out highways ditches, gullies and offlets 

 Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts 

 Repairing minor kerb damage and footway surface 

defects 

 Basic repairing, removing obstruction and some cut-

ting and clearing where necessary on adopted net-

works 

Please contact the Parish Clerk know if there are any areas 

which you feel should be reported. (Contact details page 34) Why not publicise your club or organisation events. The  

Gossip is delivered free to all homes in the parish! 

SCOUTS and GUIDES 
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Beavers , Cubs 

and Scouts 
Contact: Bob Keens (01553 810855 / 

b.keens@hotmail.com). 

 
Beavers (6-8 year olds) meet on Mondays 6 - 7.15pm; 
Cubs (8 - 10.5 year olds) meets on Wednesday 6.30-8pm 
Scouts (10.5 - 14 year olds). Currently closed. A new 
leader is required - Contact Bob Keens (details above). 
 
Rainbows. For girls aged five to seven. Currently closed. 
A new leader is required. 
Brownies. 6-7.15pm Thursdays. Contact: Brown Owl 
(Mandy Randle; 01366 388554 / mark.randle@tesco.net). 
Guides. Meet at Runcton Holme Scout Hut 7.30-9pm 

Thursdays.  

Contact: Guide Leader (Sarah Mack; 01366 501942 /  

sarahjmack@hotmail.co.uk). 

All meetings at Runcton Holme Scout Hut next to the 

school in Runcton Holme.  

Charity Race Night 

Saturday 8th September 

Doors open 6.45, first race 7.30 

Watlington Village Hall PE33 0HE 

Tickets £5 per person 

(Includes Buffet) 

BRING YOUR OWN  

ALCOHOLIC DRINKS 

 
Tickets available on 01366 382311 

(card payments accepted). All proceeds 

raised will go to Cats Protection Down-

ham Market Adoption Centre. 
Charity No. 203644 

Racing snails to save cats… 
Plans are underway for a fantastic fun filled charity racing night to raise 

money for the local Cats Protection, based in Stowbridge. 

To be held at Watlington Village Hall on 8th September (summer will go 

faster than you think!)  

Using a digital (and very funny) DVD from Fun nights inc. cartoon snails will 

battle it out over 8 races, with the chance to sponsor and name your own 

snail or for companies to sponsor individual races, the ideal way to raise 

much needed funds for local cats, bet on a winning snail and make some for 

yourself, and for local companies to get your logo out there and enjoy some 

cheap advertising. 

Tickets are just £5.00 each and include a hot buffet on the night. 

For a great family night out and a good antidote to the post summer holiday 

blues. Please come along and support your local community and help us to 

help more homeless and unwanted cats. 

For more information on sponsorship or to buy tickets  

Please call Becky at the Downham Market Adoption Centre  on 01366 

382311 or Carl on 07762178299. 

See you all there! 

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club  

 February 2018 Draw Winners: 

1st Prize -  168 - Kate Carpenter  £40 
2nd Prize -  15 - Mrs A Green   £15 
3rd Prize  - 141 - Mrs J Baker   £10 
4th Prize  - 197 - Ms A Skinner   £5 
5th Prize -  134 - Mrs P Miller   £5 

 
March 2018 Draw Winners  
1st Prize  -  140 - Mr P Haynes   £40 
2nd Prize  - 182 - Mrs G Rezil    £15 
3rd Prize  -   61 - Mr R Johnson  £10 
4th Prize—129 - Mrs J Papworth  £5 
5th Prize  -   24 - Mrs A Creasey  £5 
 

April 2018 Draw Winners  
1st Prize -     33 -  Mrs E Anderson £100  
2nd Prize -  125 -  Miss E Littler £15  
3rd Prize  -   50 -   Mrs B Leedell £10 
4th Prize       81 -   Mr J Fendley £5  
5th Prize       29 -   Mrs P Baron £5  

Draw takes place on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

in the Village Hall at approximately 8pm. 

1st Prize £40, followed by runner up prizes 

of £15, £10 and two of £5. 

Every 4th month the 1st prize is £100.  

You have to be in it to win it! 

There are still numbers available please contact Debbie 

on  07765 530858. 
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  
Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 
Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 
Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  

Mobile 07930718183 

St Marys Bed and Breakfast 
St Marys Lodge,  Church Road 

Wiggenhall St Mary,  King’s Lynn,  PE34 3EH 
4 star accommodation  

in comfortable and peaceful surroundings 

Fully Ensuite Rooms 

WiFi      Safe Car Parking 

Contact Simon or Scilla Ash 

Tel: 01553 617469       Mob:  0777 165 8422 

scillaash@hotmail.co.uk 

www.stmarysbandb.co.uk  

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating - Interior/Exterior 

Roof cleaning - sealing and colouring 

Tel:  0771 2893277 

email:  skservices66@gmail.com 

Qualified Chiropodist 
HPC Registered. 

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.C.Ha. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. 

Tel: 01366 388839 / 01553 691574 

Home visits available in the  

Downham Market, King's Lynn  

and surrounding areas,  

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 
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OUR VILLAGE 
"Darling " she said as we lay there in bed," The Gossip are looking for poems you know" 

"OK” I said, sliding down in the bed "Tomorrow I’ll give it a go" 

 

Watlington's a place between Downham and Lynn and our family were living close by, 

So we packed up our bags and came up from Heathrow, by car, not able to fly. 

 

We went for a drink in The Angel with friends, Georgie and Geoff who lived near, 

We chatted away till the barman called time, over a nice glass of wine and cold beer . 

 

It's a wonderful village with a nice pace of life, everyones having a ball, 

There's Panto, Bowls and the Rainbow Café, all held in our own village hall. 

 

What else can I say about this wonderful place, the Wednesday Club and WI. 

The Village Screen monthly and kids playing ball, a pleasure you cannot deny . 

 

We have a nice church close to the green, both cared for by voluntary folk, 

They work very hard to keep everything nice and the Petanque square is bespoke. 

 

The Parish Council work hard looking after us all, keeping trees and hedges in trim, 

Then there's the shop with all that you need, run by the ever cheerful Jim. 

 

Then there's "The eight-o-clocks" who meet to put the world right without doubt, 

Their motto is easy. Don't give us the facts, not when there's a good rumour about. 

 

She still rattled on about about poems and verse, how nice for our memories to keep, 

“OK Dear”, I said “I will do what I can”, rolled over and went off to sleep !! 

Ron Miller  

I hope you are all enjoying the spring flowers. The 

daffodils were a bright spot for a few weeks and luckily 

we now have the cowslips, their bright yellow flowers 

seem to have grown taller to get ahead of the grass. 

The blackthorn produced a cloud of white blossom, 

which appears before the leaves, and hopefully no late 

frosts so it could be a good year for sloes. 

The pond does have more water in than usual so please 

be aware with young children. Sadly no sign of any frogs. 

Enjoy the flowers 

and the open space. 

If you do, meet 

us on the first 

Saturday of each 

month at 10 am on 

the green  - we will 

welcome some extra 

help. 

Keith Leedell 

The Sun - A Useful guide 

The sun is big, very, very 

big. You could fit over a 

million earths in it. But in 

reality it would be many, 

many more as each one 

would be sizzled down to 

the size of a tennis ball 

when it was thrown into 

the melting pot. 

The sun is hot, very, very hot. Get close enough and 

you could flash fry your steak in a millisecond.  

Unfortunately you’d probably end up as toast yourself. 

And steak with toast doesn’t sound all that appealing, 

even with a helping of slaw. 

The sun is a very, very long way away. If you travelled 

at the speed of light you could get there in a little over 8 

minutes. However, travelling at the speed of light is a bit 

of a no, no and you’d need extremely good brakes. 

Sun, sun, sun, here it comes….. 

Millennium Green 

Cowslips in glorious black and white 
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June 2018 

30 May - 2 June: Watlington Players How to …. 7.30pm 

12 - WI: 51st Birthday Party 

09 - Church Fete (Old Rectory) 2pm 

16 - Grand Fete Day 11am - 5pm 

21 - Parish Council 7.15pm   

22 - Rainbow Café  9am - noon 

30 - Community Cinema Darkest Hour 7.30pm  

July 2018 

10 - WI: West End Waiters  

14 - Churchyard Open Day 2 -4pm 

21 - Community Cinema The Greatest Showman 7.30pm 

26 - Parish Council 7.15pm 

27 - Rainbow Café  9am - noon 

29 - Bike for Brian (Angel Pub) 10.30am.  

Aug 2018 

01 - Gossip Issue 79 deadline  

Sept 2018 

02 - Jazz Afternoon (Old Rectory) 3pm   

06 - Parish Council 7.15pm  

 

Church Services on Page 11 

Wednesday Club Events listing on Page 23 

Email events to watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Don’t forget the village website at  

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)   Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF 01366 502165  

/ 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Mrs T Bradley  01553 811243 terrytab52@icloud.com 

Mrs S Elderkin  01553 810117   stephanieelderkin67@gmail.com 

Mrs J Golding  01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Ms A King  01553 810431 alexandraking@yahoo.co.uk 

Mrs B Leedell 01553 810848 kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr A Prior   01553 810863 priorap1@gmail.com 

Mrs P  Sillis       01553 409933 philbdavies@hotmail.com  

(4 vacancies) 

 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Peter Hodson 01366 382727 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long 01945 430169 

Elizabeth Truss MP:  01842 766155  

elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk 

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Preschool: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: 07731 946668  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant 01553 811326 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 0800 783 8838 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Regular Club Bookings at the Village Hall 

Badminton: Weekly  Wednesday Evening   01553 810584 

Carpet Bowls: Weekly  Tuesday Evening     01553 811439 

Short Mat Bowls:  Weekly  Monday Evening & 

      Friday Afternoon       01553 813400 

Under5s: Weekly    Wednesday Morning    07731 946668 

Wednesday Club:   Fortnightly     Wednesday Afternoon                                      

            01553 810584 

WI: Monthly   Tuesday Evening        01553 810407 

Watlington Players: Weekly   Friday Evenings 

Watlington Young Players:  Weekly   Friday Evening                                                    

            01553 810732 

Yoga Class: Thursday Evening (excl. Council meeting dates) 

        hello@restoreandmore.yoga.co.uk 

And finally …  

Somebody has been seen dipping into the jam pots at the 

village fete. Police are carrying out a fingertip search. They 

advised that their enquiries were proving fruitful!  
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The Gossip Photo Gallery 

Knit and Stitch 

Group 

Watlington Young Players Pirates of Penzance 

Pew End at the Church 

Preschool  new construction area being made into an obstacle 
course by the children. 

Preschool new resources and new canopy 

Blossom on the Millennium Green 

Fritillary in Rachel’s Garden 

A Sign of Spring 



 

36 


