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Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 

Tel: 01406 364482      Mob: 07817 592853 
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The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for 

its continued funding. The committee does not accept any 

responsibility for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 

advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor 

does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints 

expressed by our contributors in articles  or other items 

published in these pages. 

Guidance Notes for Contributors  

Please keep your articles to around 500 words (1/2 page) or 

1000 words (full page). This will be reduced by about 125 

words if a photograph or drawing is to be included.  Please 

send photographs and advertisements in jpg format. Sorry, 

we do not accept ‘advertising features’ or insert adverts. 

Front Cover 

Gossip Team 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Clanpress Ltd 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 78 of the Watlington Gossip is 

1st May for delivery at the beginning of June 2018. 

Follow us on Facebook Watlington Gossip. 

You can leave comments and items for future 

issues of the magazine.  

Watlington Gossip  

How I love to see it lying on the mat 

My “Watlington Gossip” full of chat 

I cannot wait to read the news  

Of people’s comment and their views  

 

I am only one in  a crowd  

But feel the Village should be proud  

Come rain or shine, whatever the weather 

The “Gossip” keeps us all together 

 
Composed by Mary Gay 

Who died last year aged 93 

Inspiration 

I wanted to write like Seamus Heaney 

Alas, my skills are far too weeny 

And then I thought of ee cummings 

But could not match his pithy summings. 

 

So how about Ms Sylvia Plath 

The sort of thing you read in the bath 

With lights all dim, and thoughts so dark- 

No sorry, I don’t have that spark. 

 

So lets try Kipling-earnest and strong 

My voice just does not sing that song. 

Likewise Lear whose limericks please 

Whose skill just brings me to my knees. 

 

Hardy, now there’s a poet to copy 

His heroes tough, the girls not soppy 

No corny rhymes, no moon in June 

No- I can’t imitate his tune. 

 

Inspiration will just have to be 

Based on my feelings and things that I see 

My words my own, in my own voice 

Although I wish I sounded like Joyce!  

 

Elaine Carpenter 

Gossip Distribution Manager Needed 
The Gossip is looking for a volunteer to take over as our 

Distribution Manager as Peter Ryder will be stepping 

down this year. 

What’s there to do? 

 Keeping an up to date list of our Delivery Team 

and their routes. 

 Four times a year receiving nearly 1300 copies of 

the Gossip from the printers, contacting the 

delivery team and handing out their delivery 

bundles. (You won’t have to count out the 

magazines for each route as Clanpress, our 

printers, do that for us and deliver to you in 

already made up bundles). 

 Joining the Gossip Team meetings to help plan 

each issue. We normally have two meetings each 

quarter. 

If you can help us why not contact Peter on 

01553 810702 or any other member of the Team 

or come along to our AGM (details above). 

to the Spring 2018 edition of 

the Watlington Gossip. Not 

much room for an editorial this time (Hooray, I here you say, 

me too!) Warmer weather should be on it’s way. That’s it - 

shortest editorial to date! 

The Gossip will be holding its AGM on 11 April at 7pm in 

the Dyson Room at the Sports & Social Club.  

You are most welcome come along to the meeting either just 

to meet us, give some ideas or to put yourself forward if you 

want to help produce your quarterly magazine.  

See you there.  
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Watlington Gossip 

Published by The Volunteer Committee of 

Watlington Community Magazine  

Your Editorial Team 

Editor 

Colin Vince 

01553 769171; watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Deputy Editor & Advertising 

Brenda Leedell 

01553 810848; gossip@dell4277.plus.com 

Advertising rates for one year (4 issues) 
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Jean Golding  

01553 811362; jean@goldings.biz 

Andy Prior 

01553 810863; priorap1@gmail.com 

Distribution 

Peter Ryder 

01553 810702; peter@pr4242378.plus.com 

Website 

Keith Leedell 

01553 810848; watlingtonnorfolk@gmail.com 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Village News and Views 

Geoff Beaumont 

I would like to share a few personal thoughts 

following the passing of Geoff Beaumont who made 

a varied contribution to village life over many years. 

My first encounter with him was when I joined the 

Millennium Green Trust team where he had been a 

member from the planning stage.  We both had 

Service backgrounds and became good friends, 

meeting regularly for a pie and pint at the Angel 

where he would recount stories of his life as a 

London bus driver, with the National Blood 

Transfusion Service and of course his service as a 

Captain with the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

His involvement in the community covered many 

areas, which I am sure will be documented by others who knew him for much longer than me.  He was also an active 

member of the Royal British Legion and took part in many parades in Downham Market.   

Within this context, he was so proud to be asked to raise the Union flag for the first time on the village green.  Dressed 

in a smart blazer with his regimental badge and tie he carried out the task with precision and finished with a smart left 

turn before marching off. 

A keen photographer and talented woodworker where his skills can be seen when he made the prototype for the wooden 

litter bins on the green and amongst other things the superbly crafted Charity box in the shop. 

Geoff was a man with deep beliefs in honesty, responsibilities and service to others and yes he could be grumpy and 

cantankerous at times, but beneath it all here was a good and generous man with a caring dedication to his family. 

Farewell dear friend. 

Philip Rumball 

Angel Field Millennium Green 

A quiet period on the green with not much to see. The 

pond is the deepest for a long time so please be careful. 

There is the first sign of spring flowers coming through - 

I just hope the Muntjac or rabbits don’t find them. There 

was some damage to fruit trees bark last year.  

You will notice that there is a wide boundary around the 

green where the grass has been left rough. Hopefully this 

will provide a habitat for small mammals and then attract 

owls and other birds of prey. Please stick to the paths 

when possible. 

Sadly we recently lost a founder member of the 

Millennium Green Trust, Geoff Beaumont. Without him 

and other determined villagers you wouldn’t be able to 

enjoy the open space in the centre of the village. If you 

enjoy it please help us preserve it. 

We meet on the green the first Saturday of the month at 

10 am or call 01553 810848. 

Keith Leedell 

Geoff Beaumont was for a long time a member of the Gossip 

Team and we add our thanks to him for his contributions to both 

the Gossip and the village in general, where Geoff also served on the 

Parish Council. 
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Village News and Views 

Where have all the VOLUNTEERS Gone? 

Long time passing……(apologies to Pete 

Seeger) 

Like most communities this village is organised by 

volunteers. Almost every club and organisation would 

not exist if not for the volunteers who organise them.  

Members of clubs are most welcomed but more welcome 

are the ones who step forward to be on the committee or 

just wash up after meetings.  Not everyone is able to do 

this but the less able always appreciate the work of the 

ones who do.  

It is not an age thing – you do not have to wait until you 

retire!  There are many clubs that need younger members 

with fresh ideas.  Do you have secretarial or book-keeping 

skills or are just good at DIY or sports? Your talents and/

or hobbies may be just what a group requires. 

Without volunteers in Watlington there would be no 

Village Hall, Football Club, Sports & Social Club, Fete 

Working Group, Under 5’s, Parish Council or indeed the 

Watlington Gossip. All these organisations and many 

more are run by volunteers and most, if not all, need new 

people to step forward.  

Contact details can be found for most groups within the 

pages of the Gossip and/or on the Watlington website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk  

There is a lot of pleasure and satisfaction to be derived 

from volunteering in your own community so why not 

give it a try. 

Signed: “A persistent volunteer” 

Proposed Watlington Safari Park 

It would be better if Edward Pope used some of his 

considerable land holding to create a British wildlife 

sanctuary and country park that people could visit and 

walk around. 

There are no nice, off road, country walks around 

Watlington which is surrounded by an agricultural 

wilderness.  Even the, half decent, walk from Barnard’s 

Lane to the pond is prohibited by “PRIVATE” notices!   

Watlington must be one of the few villages in the country 

without immediate access to the countryside. Are there 

any others ? Even Magdalen has the Anglian Water river 

walk.  

As for the introduction of alien species like zebra and 

wildebeest etc, these creatures are expensive to look after 

and can be seen in the various zoological parks in and 

around Norfolk. 

I do not see the point of a Safari park which would show 

a few African animals in a grossly unnatural habitat. This 

is not educational.  Moreover, I cannot see the public 

being enthused by a few herbivorous species when they 

can go to somewhere like Banham Zoo, Africa Alive and 

Amazonia Zoo etc, all in East Anglia, and see a whole 

spectrum of animals. 

It is our beleaguered British wildlife that needs a helping 

hand and yes, the introduction of the Great Bustard and 

other creatures, that were once part of the British fauna, 

but were killed off, would be welcome.  

 Dr R. Barnes 

Grand Village Fete 

The Village Fete Working Group is already planning this 

year’s fete which will be held on 

Saturday 16th June 

The event will take place at the usual venue and as the 

Recreation Ground now has a Multi Use Games Area 

(MUGA) it is planned to incorporate this into the Fete 

activities. 

As well as this new equipment the Fete will include all 

the traditional attractions including Punch and Judy, Car 

Boot Sale, Dog Show, Sports, Tug of War, Displays,  

Entertainment,  Stalls, Games and plenty of refreshments. 

The event will also incorporate a Grand Draw with  

numerous prizes and this will be drawn in the evening. 

Full details and a programme will appear in the next 

edition of The Gossip.  

If any individual or group would like to  take part in the 

Fete in any way with either a stall, game or display please 

contact the Secretary of the Working Group, Penny 

Cooke on 01553 810732 or watdance@talktalk.net for 

further details. 
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News from the Medical Centre 

Once again a new year brings about many changes at the 

Medical Centre. Whilst the NHS is creaking under the 

burden of increased patient numbers and real term 

decreasing resources, I am pleased to report that 

Watlington Medical Centre is staying ahead of the curve 

and we have been able to recruit a new GP partner,  

Dr Sarah Fletcher, who starts at the beginning of March. 

Dr Buckland will be taking a well-earned 3 month 

sabbatical, returning later in the year and Dr Fletcher will 

be a welcome addition, which will allow us to continue to 

provide the same number of same day appointments.  

Whilst we, along with most practices, sometimes struggle 

to offer routine appointments with the doctor of your 

choice, we pride ourselves in being able to deal with a 

huge number of patients who wish to be seen on the same 

day.  

With limited NHS resources it is becoming increasingly 

difficult to satisfy the demand for routine appointments. 

We have expanded the roles of our Advanced Nurse 

Practitioners who are dealing with more and more routine 

appointments for Chronic diseases. They have expertise in 

dealing with, amongst other conditions, Diabetes and 

Dementia.  

At the end of April, our longest serving colleague, Jacky 

Wardale, Dispensary Manager, will be retiring. She has 

been with the surgery for over 36 years. We wish her well 

in her retirement and hope she will be able to help us out 

on occasions. We have really valued Jacky’s contribution 

to patient care as she has helped us grow from dispensing 

2000 items a month to 16 000 items a month. She has 

overseen the moves from dispensing medications from a 

small room at the Thieves Bridge Road Surgery, to 

transferring to the Rowan Close Surgery, to moving the 

dispensary to our extension and finally to the addition of 

our robot which aids the dispensing process. Throughout 

the years she has ensured that our patients get the right 

medication at the right time. Thank you Jacky. 

I have noticed an increasing number of newly retired 

patients who are struggling to adapt to the change in their 

lives, from working to being at home. Often, it will be the 

wives of men who have retired, who express their 

concerns that their husbands need to get out and give 

their wives the breathing space they are used to. Men, in 

general, are less likely to strike up new friendships once 

they have retired, unlike women, who do not feel 

threatened by socializing. This can lead to isolation for 

the men. 

There is a new “service” which was developed in 

Scotland, called Men’s Sheds, which is looking to expand 

to the Kings’ Lynn area. Men’s Sheds do not necessarily 

have to be sheds, but many are converted spaces which 

allow men to socialize and utilize their time to help 

charities, tinker with machinery, or just sit and drink tea. 

They are no obligation, no commitment spaces which give 

men a sense of purpose. They certainly seem to be far 

more effective than anti-depressants. If you wish to find 

out any more, please check the Kings Lynn Men’s Shed 

website for contact details.  

https://kingslynnmensshed.wordpress.com/ 

Dr P Koopowitz 
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 Michael Pellizzaro 
 

 St. Ann’s House,  St. Ann’s Street,  King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 1LT  

 Tel: 01553 767705  Fax:01553 763035  Mobile: 07961979961 

 E-mail: michael@mpand.co.uk        Web: www.mpand.co.uk 
 

    ACCOUNTANTS                     BUSINESS  CONSULTANTS                    TAX  ADVISERS            

   Knots  Timber 

 38 High Street, Downham Market -  Tel: 01366 384926 

                     Open 6 Days a week for …... 

Timber & sheet material, screws, nails and general hardware.  
Tools, plumbing and decorating sundries. Timber Treatments, 

silicones, fillers and glues and much more  

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£35 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   
 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 

For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  
Agricultural and Domestic Work 

Telephone:  01553 811091 
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No Computer?  Pop your article or letter into the 

“Gossip” box in the Post Office or post it in the letter 

box outside the Parish Council Office. 

News from the Community School 

Breaking Down Barriers 

This term we are delighted to be joining forces with 

Cherry Tree Academy and St Martin at Shouldham 

Schools to celebrate Sign2Sing. The event will culminate 

in all the schools being able to perform 6 songs with sign 

language together at RAF Marham in support of the 100 

years of the RAF in 2018. We hope it will be an amazing 

sight! 

Sign2sing is an annual event, organised by the Deaf 

Health Charity SignHealth, which raises essential funds to 

help vulnerable deaf children and adults. Every year 

during sign2sing week organisations learn a song with 

basic sign language that brings everyone together. 

Not only is this fun for us all to learn, but it also allows 

the children to understand what it may be like to live in a 

world where you cannot hear. Some of you may have 

been lucky to see the children practicing this year’s song – 

“Friends Forever”  

It’s important for us to teach the children about 

differences in the world and to tolerate and accept them. 

Such as people who can hear vs those that are deaf;  

families of different make up; able bodied vs disabled. 

I’m sure so many of you like me marvel at the abilities of 

those athletes at the Paralympic and Invictus Games. 

Sometimes differences can’t be seen but it is important 

that children learn that everyone is valued and has a place 

in our society.  

We recently had a Family Day where we challenged the 

children to think carefully about the world around them, 

to challenge stereotypes and make them think a bit more 

critically about what makes us all unique. Still today we 

have to challenge ideas that all nurses are women and  

scientists are men. Even in the news today there are still 

discussions about equal pay for equal work some 47 years 

since the Equal Pay Act. Shops still are divided into pink 

and blue and girls and boys toys. Even Kinder Eggs are 

still pink and blue!  

We at Watlington believe that children can strive to do 

whatever they want to do and be whatever they want to 

be if they work hard enough. We challenge gender stereo-

types and ideas that girls can’t do football or boys don’t 

want to do drama. We believe that we are all equal people 

and should be treated as much regardless of gender, age 

or race. We need to prepare the children for the world in 

which they will become citizens and don’t want to put 

barriers in their way.  

Ruth McGlone  

Headteacher, Watlington Community Primary School 

 

For more information of sign2sing, please visit their 

website on: http://sign2sing.org.uk/ 

Sorry, Mr S. 

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 

No, that would not be right 

That garish sun, with pitiless ray 

Heat sodden, restless night 

Does not reflect your caring heart. 

Rather are you Autumn tide 

When gentle sun the clouds doth part 

Revealing warmth concealed inside- 

Seen by so few, a searing love 

That you, by daily action, prove 

When Plough and Hunter fill the sky 

I think on you-fortunate, I! 

           Elaine Carpenter 



 

10 

LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 
Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

 
68 Manor Farm 
Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 
Mobile 077 88188706 
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Boy and Dog 

A friendship formed in early years 

When life seemed simple, free from cares. 

Frolicking in the sand together  

Roots laid down, will last forever. 

Playing in the Autumn sun 

Strengthening a bond, just begun. 

Dancing, prancing, innocent joy 

Learning life skills, dog and boy. 

Trust, respect, communication 

Common to almost every nation.  

Creating memories, with a passion 

Never will go out of fashion. 

Living dreams, they both will cherish 

Until the day, when they do perish. 

Into the sea, the ball is hurled 

Boy and dog, against the world 

Retrieving it, dog knows he must 

Give it back & learn some trust. 

Then the ball is thrown once more 

Collected safely, returned to shore.  

A simple game twixt dog and boy 

A friendship of unconditional joy. 

Wendy Dawn Phillips 

Norfolk in Uganda 

Uganda sits astride the equator, with a climate to match, 

more or less two rainy seasons a year, when it is lush, 

green and one can almost hear the crops and bananas 

growing; still green but a bit dusty in the dry season. 

About fourteen miles north of the capital Kampala there 

is a sign of Norfolk in the shape of Norfolk Vocational 

Institute in the village of Nakwero. (See page 35.) 

Ugandans decided to use ‘Norfolk’ because it was a group 

from Norfolk who responded to their call to ‘come over 

and help’ us over ten years ago when the site was bare 

earth.  

This vocational school teaches skills that will enable 

young people develop and learn so they can earn a living. 

There are courses for hairdressing, tailoring, electricians, 

motor mechanics, nursery school teachers, catering and 

the hospitality trade. Over one hundred students have 

taken the courses. 

John Church, (Watlington), Eve Thomas (Runcton 

Holme), John Woodford and Denise White (Kings Lynn), 

have just returned from a visit to Uganda to share in the 

students’ graduation day and see how everyone is getting 

along.  

The Norfolk based charity Friends of Nakwero 

continues to support the school through regular 

donations with the aim of eventually enabling it to 

become totally independent and sustainable. Come and 

hear the latest at a Tea Party and Feedback afternoon 

on Saturday March 10th 3.30-5.30pm in Watlington 

Village Hall. All are welcome. 

Barbara Church 

Watlington Knitters & Stitchers  

It was good to see several lorries full of  garments and 

toys to go to the many places of need both home and 

abroad.  

Our group keep busy knitting and sewing we send lots 

of things through to Kings Lynn to be distributed.  

We meet on the third Monday in the month, 2pm to 4pm 

at 16 Warren Close, everyone is welcome. Items and 

donations of wool or materials can be dropped off at 

anytime. 

Janet Jones  

01553 810868 
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KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 
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Watlington WI 

How disappointing  to still be 

getting the feedback that 

younger women don’t join the 

WI because they think you 

have to be “older”  to join.   

You only have to be 18 and 

we have a very varied age 

group in Watlington WI with a lot of different interests 

and activities.  

As well as our normal monthly meetings we try to 

organise many workshops throughout the year to enable 

members to try new crafts or skills.  You do not have to 

be a whiz at cooking or sewing but the opportunity is 

there if you want to learn a new skill. 

 

The WI programme for 2018 is available on the 

Watlington Norfolk website, www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk – 

Women’s Institute.   

Why not check it out or ring Marion, our Secretary, on 

01553 810407 and come along on a visit to see what we 

do.  

Brenda Leedell  

Vice President Watlington WI  

Spring Nature Notes 
It’s almost the end of winter and I think I speak on behalf 

of most of us that we are longing for spring and summer; 

lighter mornings and evenings, warmer temperatures and 

sun! I look forward to the splashes of colour throughout 

the garden and the increase in bird and animal activity. 

Looking ahead to spring here are some facts and figures: 

Spring always starts in March but there are actually two 

different start dates because the seasons can be calculated 

in different ways: 

Meteorological seasons are based on the annual tempera-

ture cycle and measure of the meteorological state as well 

as coinciding with our Gregorian calendar to determine 

clear transitions between seasons.  

This splits the calendar into four seasons of approximately 

the same length and allows comparison of seasons 

between different years to aid with forecasting. This year 

meteorological spring starts earlier and will begin on 

1st March and end on 31st May. 

Astronomical seasons depend on the Earth’s orbit in 

relation to the sun. In the astronomical calendar,  

equinoxes mark the start of spring and autumn and 

solstices to mark the start of summer and winter. 

This year the spring equinox falls on 20th March and the 

season will last until the summer solstice on 21st June.  

The astronomical seasons run approximately 3 weeks 

later than those of the meteorological calendar.  

 

 Some statistics show you’re more likely to see snow 

at Easter than at Christmas – but this depends on 

where Easter falls. 

 The warmest spring on record was 2011 with an 

average daytime temperature of 9.2°C. 

 The coldest spring was in 1962 with a daytime 

maximum temperature of 5.8°C. 

 The wettest spring to date was in 1947 with 

331.7 mm of rainfall. 

 The sunniest spring was in 1948 with a total of 

558 sunshine hours. 

 

 

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 

The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch was held on the 27th, 

28th and 29th January. 

My bird garden bird count included: 1 robin (who is very 

tame), 1 wren, 6 long-tailed tits, 2 pigeons, 1 pheasant,  

2 blackbirds, 2 house sparrows, and 2 blue tits.  

 

Compared to 2017 results I saw fewer birds, although I 

think it may be due to lower temperatures we have 

experienced this year. 

Rachel Beeby  
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Your Parish Council News 

29 November 2017 

 There are still 3 councillor vacancies. 

 Council agreed to review the tenancy agreement  for the 

Edward Shouldham Trust charity.  

 There was a long consideration of the finances for  the 

MUGA. See page 19 for more information. 

 The lighting for the MUGA was discussed and it was 

agreed that the Council should consider installing its own 

system rather than linking from the Sports & Social Club. 

 Council agreed that branches and deadwood should be 

removed from the Ash tree on Meadows Green at a cost 

of £240 Ex-VAT as an emergency repair. 

 The Village Hall 200 Club was noted as a good cause for 

local residents to consider joining. 

 There are no vacant allotment plots at present, with four 

people on the waiting list. 

 The Community Speedwatch has ceased because of a 

lack of support. 

 The completion of the Watlington  - Magdalen trod is still 

delayed waiting on approval from Network Rail to allow 

the works to commence. 

 Council agreed a revised bid of £3767 to the County 

Council Parish Partnership fund for SAM2 speed signs 

Downham Road (near 21 both ways), St Peters Road 

(near Ivy Farm / Lacey Close junction both ways), Station 

Road (East of level crossing opposite 41 Station Road 

both ways), Station Road (West of level crossing midway 

between Rail and river), and Thieves Bridge (opposite 

11 / Beechwood Close junction one way going out of 

village towards A10) 

 The Voluntary Tree Warden had removed more 

damaged fencing on the Martingales Estate. 

 The Council to investigate a pressure wash cleaning for 

the reported slippery surface under the baby swings at 

the Recreation Ground. 

 Ownership of the footpath running between Station Road 

and Cecil Close was unknown but NCC Highways will 

clear the vegetation. 

 NCC Highways have  advised that there may be a 

possibility of placing yellow zig-zag lines on the bend by 

the school when the white lines on the access to the 

school were refreshed to help with parking 

arrangements. 

 NCC Highways will be repainting the zebra crossing lines 

adjacent to The Angel. 

 Overhanging trees on street lights throughout the village 

were acknowledged as being the responsibility of private 

landowners, the Council will however be monitoring any 

potential problems.   

 The Gossip may consider purchasing and installing a 

recycled bench for the bus stop by the BT Exchange in 

Downham Road. The Clerk advised that a Street 

Furniture Licence would be needed. 

 It was reported that there is no sign at the  bus shelter on 

Church Road and buses failed to stop there unless the 

bell was rung by passengers. The Council is to 

investigate with the route operators  whether a stop sign 

can be installed. 

 The Council is  to approach the owners of an 

overhanging hedge at Manor Farm on Church Road 

about trimming it back as it could present a danger to 

passing vehicles.  

 The clerk is still chasing Westcotec about the damaged 

street light in Thieves Bridge Road. 

11 January 2018 

 No applications had been received for the three 

Councillor vacancies.  

 The MUGA had been constructed by PlayInnovation and 

would be fully completed when the line markings were 

painted, during the week of 15th January 2018. 

 A copy of the approved budget for 2018/2019 would be 

placed on the council website 

 The Clerk reported that the Budget Working Panel had 

taken the decision to keep the increase to the precept 

under 4% in accordance with the statutory information. 

given by the Department for Communities and Local 

Government instructions when the Council applied for its 

Public Works Loan Board loan.  The Clerk noted that if 

Parish and Town Councils’ precepts were not capped in 

the next financial year, a considerable rise was probable 

for the future sustainability of the new MUGA. 

 No budget has been set for the Handyman and 

Councillors would be invited to carry out small village 

jobs to help save money. 

 The Clerk reported that the Public Works Loan Board 

loan for £46,468 had been received for the MUGA and 

that Sport England paid grant funds of £37,232 and that 

the application for the final instalment of £19,768 had 

been made. 

 The annual asset insurance cover of £124,000 for the 

MUGA had increased the play equipment sum insured 

from £49,375.25 to £173,375.25 thereby increasing the 

annual premium by £597.18. PlayInnovation, MUGA 

installers have kindly agreed to pay £300 towards this. 

 A working group was formed to plan a MUGA Grand 

Opening Day   

 Jim’s Charity Box has agreed a donation towards the 

MUGA and the Village Fete Committee will be asked for 

support from this year’s fund raising.  
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 It was agreed that the Community Payback Team should 

clean the slippery surface and moss by the baby swings 

on the Recreation Ground. 

 The Sports and Social Club had still not purchased a 

village defibrillator. It was therefore agreed that the 

Council would accept all donated funds raised by the 

Sports and Social Club for the purchase of a defibrillator, 

spare pads, electrical connection and maintenance and 

that the Council would arrange for the purchase. 

 The tap on the allotments had frozen over the Christmas 

period and burst.  One of the current tenants, a plumber, 

had agreed to fix it and the water had now been 

disconnected. 

 The Gossip has agreed to donate funds to for the 

purchase of a recycled bench to be located by the bus 

stop in Downham Road, subject to a successful street 

licence application. 

 It was agreed that the priority job for the Community 

Payback Team was to clear the slippery surface on the 

Tots area of the Recreation Ground. (This has since 

been completed) The Downham Road bench could be 

installed by the CPT. 

 Following an accident on the trod route to Magdalen, the 

Council has enlisted the help of the MP. Norfolk County 

Council was currently awaiting a document to sign from 

Network Rail. 

 Line markings throughout the village would be refreshed 

in April 2018. 

 The Clerk had submitted a bid application to Norfolk 

County Council SAM2 signs.  A decision would be 

received in March 2018. 

 Planning applications and Notices of Decision were 

reported.  Access to details of applications are available 

on the Borough Council website (west-norfolk.gov.uk and 

follow the links. 

 Repairs to a damaged street lamp in Thieves Bridge 

Road are delayed by UK Power Network; the council will 

follow up on this matter. 

Interested in following up on any of theses news items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council meetings are 

available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is open 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 1pm. (Please call 

01553 810777 to confirm that the office is open.) 

 Full contact details for the Parish Council and individual 

councillors is on page 34. 

 The next meetings of the Parish Council are on 

February 22nd, April 5th and May 10th at 7.15 pm in the 

Village Hall. 

Watlington Community Information Point (CIP) 
What you can do at Watlington CIP  

Through the KL&WNBC website you can: 

 Pay for Borough Council Services Online: 

 Council Tax 

 Pay or appeal parking fines 

 Make a claim for housing benefit or council 
tax support  

 Get information on refuse and recycling, view bin 
collection times 

 Report fly tipping, fly posting, graffiti or a nuisance  

 Register to Vote  

 Submit, view and comment on planning applications  

 Apply for the housing register and bid for a property  

 Tell the Council you are moving  
You can also use the CIP computer to:  

 Book theatre tickets for the Corn Exchange, Princess 
Theatre or Arts Centre  

 Search for a apply for jobs 

 Write a CV  

 Find information on LILY  (Living Independently in Later 
Years  

Located at:  Parish Council Office  
Watlington Village Hall    01553 810777 

Opening Times:  Tues & Thurs  11am to  1pm  

The Borough Council has now updated our computer and 
scanning and printing facilities are available.  

Why not give it a try and save your travel costs as well.   

Local Information and Leaflets are available also.  

If you need help to use the computer please telephone in 
advance to make  sure someone is available to help you.   
Phone 01553 810777 when the office is open.  

You can bring your own device and use the free wifi. 

Your Parish Council News 

Defibrillator  

The installation of a Defibrillator in the 
village is one step further forward. After a 
long delay in getting round to the purchase 
and installation of this valuable piece of 
equipment the Parish Council have stepped in to 
co-ordinate the funds and move this project forward.  

The Sports & Social Club started the ball rolling some 
time ago with raising over £1,100 and the Fete Working 
Group have donated a further £500 over the last two 
years to provide sufficient funds to go ahead.  If there is a 
shortfall the Gossip has pledged to step in and donate any 
further funds required.  

The Defibrillator will be installed in a heated cabinet on 
the outside wall of the Village Hall.  Very importantly 
we are going to arrange training sessions for anyone 
in the village who wishes to be instructed in CPR 
and use of the Defibrillator.  

If you are interested in attending a training session please 
contact Cllr Leedell on 01553 810848 (please leave a 
message on the answering machine) 
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 
  C L E A N I N G 
  Windows, Doors,   
    and  
   Framework  cleaned  

 Telephone: 01553 811252 
 [after 7.00 p.m.] 
 Mobile No. 07787 200334 
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Village Screen MUGA Donation 

Dear Gossip Team 

On behalf of Watlington Parish Council, please accept 

my sincerest appreciation for your kind and generous 

donation of £1000 towards the construction and supply 

of a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on the 

Watlington Recreation Ground. 

This project has been in the making for over five years 

and finally, with the help of funding grants, a 

Government loan and donations from local businesses 

and individuals I am pleased to advise that the 

groundwork finally commenced on Monday, 13th 

November 2017, with a view to completion at the end  

of the year. 

The MUGA is monumental for Watlington and its 

hinterland and will be a fabulous provision for everyone. 

It will encourage community engagement and individual 

and team activities with facilities for football, basketball, 

netball and tennis, Street Snooker, table tennis and fitness 

gym equipment. 

The Parish Council is enormously gratified for your 

contribution towards this and it is the intention of the 

Council to erect a plaque bearing the names of donators, 

yours of which will of course be one. 

Thank you once again. We do hope you will be able to 

visit in the future and see for yourself what a wonderful 

scheme your donation helped to create. 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Sara D Porter 

Parish Clerk, Watlington Parish Council 

The Gossip Donations  2017/18 

During our last financial year your Gossip gave donations 
totalling £2,115 to the following  projects and good 
causes : 
Under 5's (play mats)          £100  
Watlington Parish Council (planter)        £300  
Rosettes and Medals (Fete)              £90  
Village Hall - Sound System             £200  
WN Deaf Ass (Summer Donation)           £100  
Norfolk Carers (Autumn Donation)        £100  
Norfolk Befriending (Winter Donation)  £100  
NNAB (Spring Donation)                  £100 
MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area)              £1,000 
Millennium Green (Xmas lights etc)    £25 

The Gossip is able to give grants thanks to the continued 
support of our advertisers and the articles written by our 
contributors.  Thanks to you all.  

If you are a local organisation that could benefit from a 
small grant, why not contact the Editor in the first 
instance. Our grants are for one off projects; we are 
unable to contribute to general running costs. In return 
for a grant we would expect to receive an article for 
publication about your group’s activities.    

Pre-Mothers Day Pamper Afternoon 
Saturday 10th March 

Watlington Village Hall 
2:30pm - 5:30pm 

Bring your mum along and treat her to a mini beauty 
treatment, buy her a crafted gift, treat her to tea and 

cake or simply treat yourself to all of these! 
With a demonstration by Tropic. 

Free entry! 
All monies raised will go to help the cats at the local  

Cats Protection (Charity No. 203644) at Stowbridge 

The new season of films started in 

January when the Horror/Thriller 

“The Limehouse Golem” starring Bill 

Nighy was shown and then in 

February the true story of Queen Victoria’s (Judi Dench) 

friendship with a young Indian clerk in “Victoria and 

Abdul”. Unfortunately, because of the late confirmation 

of the films it was not possible to publish details in the 

last edition. 

It has been decided to try some 2.30 pm matinee 

showings, particularly during the dark winter months,  

to see whether audiences prefer this to evening slots. 

The details of the next series of films are as follows: 

 

Saturday 17th March AT 2.30 PM (Doors open 2 pm) 

BREATHE (12A) 115 mins. 

Biography/Drama/Romance. 

When Robin (Andrew Garfield) is struck down by polio 

at the age of 28, he is confined to a hospital bed and given 

only a few months to live. With Tom Hollander, Hugh 

Bonneville and Claire Foy. 

  

Saturday 14th April AT 7.30 PM (Doors open 7 pm) 

MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS  (12A)  

115 mins. Crime/Drama/Mystery 

Kenneth Branagh directs and stars in this new version of 

Agatha Christie’s novel, in which Hercule Poirot finds 

himself stranded on a snowbound train in company with 

thirteen strangers and a corpse. With Judi Dench, Derek 

Jacobi, Johnny Depp, Michelle Pfeiffer and many more. 

 

Saturday 19th May 

Film to be confirmed. 

All films are shown in the Jubilee Hall.  

Tickets are £5 and refreshments are available. 

So come along and be entertained, have a cuppa and a 

chat at Watlington’s own “cinema”!  
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Fancy trying your hand at a bit of poetry or prose? Why not 

send us an item in good time for the next issue of the 

Gossip. The deadline is 1 May. 

Watlington Church 

Snowdrops are pushing their way through the grass in the 

churchyard to coincide with the time in the church year of 

Candlemas (February) when traditionally the candles for 

the church year were blessed.  

The hardy snowdrop is rather like a little candle, luminous 

in the dusk, a sign of growing light in the world as the 

days lengthen. The seasons of Christmas and Epiphany 

are over, and the Church starts the season of Lent on Ash 

Wednesday, February 14th, followed by the great Easter 

Festival on April 1st.  

As many of you will know our Parish Church is in an 

interregnum, without a resident priest although supported 

by a wonderful group of retired and neighbouring parish 

clergy. We have a Sunday service rota at Watlington, 

Runcton Holme, Tottenhill and Wormegay and Morning 

Prayer on the first Thursday of the month at Runcton 

Holme led by lay people. 

 When we do find a priest, they will look after a much 

larger group of parishes, our own four and another eight 

parishes. The rota is on noticeboards around the village 

and on Watlington Church website: 

   www. watlingtonbenefice.org.uk. 

However, some very good news, we are happy to 

welcome the Bishop of Ely to our service at Watlington 

on Palm Sunday, March 25th when we are hoping to have 

a procession with a donkey; look out for posters, it will 

begin at 11.15am. All will be very welcome on this special 

occasion, as well as to our regular services of course! 

After the beautiful December Christingle service last year, 

Watlington School is using the church for their Thanks-

giving for families celebration on Wednesday March 7th 

prior to Mothering Sunday on the 11th when traditionally 

young girls in service would have returned to their 

families, sometimes bearing a simnel cake.  

It may have been noticed that volunteers have been 

working on the church wall removing many years growth 

of ivy and exposing the warm coloured stone and brick-

work. The ivy and other shrub roots would eventually 

destroy the wall, so removal was much needed. 

The wooden bench used by people seeking peace and 

quiet at the back of the church became very elderly, rotten 

and has been removed. We are hoping to replace it with 

an oak three-seater bench, if anyone would like to donate 

towards this, it will be most gratefully received, a bench 

will cost about £350. If people are very generous we 

might be able to purchase two benches! 

The Church continues to be looked after by the Parochial 

Church Council and the Churchwardens and is there to 

serve you, the whole village. Please contact the church-

wardens for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. 

Barbara Church, John Murfitt 

Churchwardens 

Church Services and Other Diary Dates 

Church Services at 11am unless otherwise stated: 

March 4th Tottenhill, March 11th Mothering Sunday 

Runcton Holme, March 18th Wormegay, March 25th 11.15 

Palm Sunday Watlington, March 29th 10am Maundy 

Thursday Runcton Holme, 

April 1st Easter Sunday Watlington, April 8th Wormegay, 

April 15th Runcton Holme, April 22nd Tottenhill, April 

29th Watlington,  

May 6th Wormegay, May 10th 10am Thursday Ascension 

Day Runcton Holme, May 13th Runcton Holme, May 

20th Pentecost Tottenhill, May 27th Watlington, June 3rd 

Wormegay 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight Coffee Morning on Saturday 

March 17th 10am-12noon at 32 Fen Road Watlington 

Big Breakfast for Church Funds Saturday April 7th 

 9.30am-11.30am in Watlington Village Hall  

Saturday May 19th Christian Aid Coffee Morning 

10am-12noon in Watlington Church 
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Why not publicise your club or organisation events. The  

Gossip is delivered free to all homes in the parish! 

New MUGA Fundraising Campaign  

The MUGA has been installed and despite the weather is 

getting a fair amount of use already! 

The MUGA offers the opportunity for everyone to get 

active through use of the gym equipment, table tennis, 

Street SnookerTM game, and multi-use basketball and 

football area. 

However, this is not the end of the matter. Due to 

restrictions placed by Sport England and the other main 

fund provider, the Geoffrey Watling Fund, in respect of 

timing of grants, the Parish Council had to make some 

extremely important decisions urgently, with regarding the 

financial shortfall to complete the project. 

Following much research and deliberation, the Parish 

Council decided to apply for a Public Works Loan for 

£46,492, to be repaid over 6 years, in order to retain the 

£57,000 funding from Sport England and £5,000 funding 

from the Geoffrey Watling Fund to allow the project to 

go ahead. 

There will be continuing fund raising over the next few 

years to aid the loan repayments. We are grateful for those 

donations already made and further donations will be 

gratefully received.  Donors names will be publicised on 

the MUGA or kept confidential if preferred.  

If you feel able and willing to donate even a small amount 

to the MUGA fund please contact the Parish Clerk or  

Jean Golding, Chairman of the Parish Council.  (Contact 

details on Page 34) 

Rather than having a separate ‘opening event’ it was 

decided to combine this with the annual fete on 16th June. 

There will be competitions, games and demonstrations on 

the new equipment and funds raised will go towards 
supporting it. There will be more details in the June issue 

of the Gossip. Meanwhile please keep enjoying the new 

facility and if you have any comments to make please feel 

free to contact the Parish Council. (See page 34) 

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club  

 November 2017 Draw Winners: 
   1st Prize - No. 37 - Mrs J Jones 
  2nd Prize - No. 72 - Mrs P Simmons 
  3rd Prize - No. 30 - Mrs A Revell 
  4th Prize - No. 117 - Mrs M Dyson 
  5th Prize - No. 17 - Mrs J Golding 

 December 2017 Draw Winners: 
   1st Prize - No. 141 - Mrs J Baker 
  2nd Prize - No. 134 - Mrs P Miller 
  3rd Prize - No. 28 - Mr S Porter 
  4th Prize - No. 33 - Mrs E Anderson 
  5th Prize - No. 71 - Mr A Revell 

 January 2018 Draw Winners:  
  1st Prize - No. 168 - Kate Carpenter 
  2nd Prize - No. 98 - Sara Porter 
  3rd Prize - No. 27 - D Rhodes 
  4th Prize - No. 49 - V Decker 
  5th Prize - No. 14 - J Suiter 

Draw takes place on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
in the Village Hall at approximately 8pm. 
1st Prize £40, followed by runner up prizes of £15, £10 
and two of £5. Every 4th month the 1st prize will be 
£100.  

You have to be in it to win it! 
There are still numbers available please contact Debbie 

on  07765 530858. 

Watlington Craft Group 

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday morning of 

each month in the Jubilee Hall to pursue our 

various crafty interests. Please feel free to 

come along and meet with like-minded folk, learn and 

share tips etc or just knit and natter, sew or stick, 

whatever you like.   £3 per session (for room hire) 

Ring Sheila on 01553 810575 for more info.  
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You Can Help Us 

Please tell our advertisers if you found them 

in the Gossip.  

Watlington Village Hall Thinking of  Moving Home? 
Don’t! Which of course is nonsense. Nearly all of us have 

need to move home at some time during our lives, so 

when I say don’t, I really mean be prepared for the wait, 

the frustration, the stress, the planning required and the 

physical effort of packing and unpacking. 

Why is the process so 

stressful? One of the 

main stresses is 

caused by the fact 

that once you have 

agreed your purchase, 

unlike any other 

purchase, you put the 

process into the 

hands of your 

solicitor, which immediately puts you two steps away 

from the person you are buying from - you communicate 

with your solicitor, who communicates with the seller’s 

solicitor who communicates with the seller.... Multiply this 

by how many times the  number of people in the chain if 

you are also a seller! 

A second big stress is keeping the chain unbroken. Any 

single drop-out can potentially bring the whole thing to a 

grinding halt. Longest chain of 6, 7 or 8 are not uncom-

mon, but stories exist of chains as long as 24 properties! 

Seemingly less prevalent these days is the process of 

gazumping. Unfair as it might feel when you’re on the 

receiving end, the truth is that gazumping is still a  

perfectly legal aspect of the property-buying process in 

England and Wales. 

The reason for this being that an agreement to buy or sell 

a property doesn’t become legally binding until written 

contracts are exchanged, and until then neither party can 

be held to a prior verbal agreement. One way to help 

avoid this is to try and insist that as part of the offer you 

make includes an agreement that the property is removed 

from the market. 

 

Doing the downsizing bit? When you come to the end of 

sorting your stuff into the ‘keep’, ‘maybe’ and ‘can go’ 

columns, change the label on the ‘maybe column to ‘can 

go’! It’s the only way it’s going to work.     

What do I recommend? Make sure your mobile phone is 

charged and ready at all times - and use this as your 

contact number for anything related to the move. Also 

think how long it will take to clear out the things your not 

going to take with you and double that time! 

CV 

 Opposing Views on the Facilities 

Dear Editor 

I visited the Village Hall Coffee morning in January and 

what a splendid event it was, very well run, well attended 

and with a good atmosphere. 

However, there was one major downside, namely the 

poor state of the men’s toilets in the Main Hall . It was 

like going into what you would imagine a cold and dreary 

public school toilets would have been like in the 1930s. 

The urinals and hand wash basins were out of date, well 

worn past their use by date and there was no hot water. I 

spoke to somebody later who said that there had been no 

hot water for three weeks! I wonder if that was true. 

It is a shame that after the installation of a modern, bright 

and airy kitchen that the village hall committee didn’t 

choose to update this basic facility as their next project. 

Name and address Withheld 

Dear Editor 

The description of the men’s toilet at the village hall is 

greatly misleading. To portray the appearance as 1920’s is 

insulting to both past and present trustees. The village hall 

was opened in 1985, sixty five years later than that  

portrayed. 

As a serving trustee I am fully aware the toilets would 

benefit from upgrading. This was identified by the com-

mittee last year, and will be undertaken when finances 

permit. In the meantime I believe the toilet is perfectly 

serviceable. The hot water problem was already in hand, 

and has since been rectified.  

The kitchen project and the surfacing of the car park were 

both extensive outlays, for which loans, in respect of the 

car park, are still being repaid. 

In addition, the floor in the Committee Room requires 

urgent relaying, at considerable expense.  

Not withholding identity. 

Peter Dagnall 

 I am pleased to report that the issue with the hot water has now 
been resolved. Renovation of the toilets at the hall is the intended 
next big project for the Village Hall committee, but we did not 
"choose" not to update them, we simply do not have the money to 
embark on a project of this cost so close to having the kitchen 
upgraded. Believe me, if we had the money sitting around then we 
would do it tomorrow! It will require much fund raising and 
applying for grants. Any help from the wider Watlington community 
to support fund raising/donations is always welcome. In the 
A "maintenance" day was held at the Hall in February and 
perhaps a lick of paint would "cheer up" the toilets. Again, if  
anonymous or any other volunteers would like to help they are more 
than welcome to support the volunteers from the committee.  

Matthew Kerslake 
Chairman, Watlington Village Hall 
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Stranger Than Fiction 

By Julie Newman 

. The woman didn’t really want a red car, but when she saw it standing on the forecourt of the Royston dealership, she 

dismissed the colour. It was immaculate. She sat behind the wheel, the salesman in the passenger seat. “Like new, isn’t? 

Take her out on the by-pass, put her through her paces.” 

The woman couldn’t help smiling as she put her foot down – it felt so right, car and driver as one. After fifteen minutes 

she had made up her mind. “Yes! I’ll take it!” 

“You’ve made a wise choice. You won’t regret it; she’s a lovely little car. The  local lady owner was very sad to part with 

it.” 

Documents signed, the salesman handed her the keys. “She’s yours! I hope you have many happy hours in her.” 

“Thank you. I’m sure I will.” 

Her own little car – just what she needed for her mobile hairdressing business. She proudly drove it home and parked it 

on the concrete drive. It stood like a small sister to her husband’s Vauxhall Cavalier.  

 

Two years passed and business was booming – she was working every day, driving through the countryside, visiting her 

clients in their homes. A letter from her bank confirmed she had repaid the loan in full and now the Nova was truly hers. 

She purchased two magnetic signs for the front doors, advertising her business, and acquired even more custom. 

There were long journeys to be made at the weekends – to Margate to visit her mother, and Eastbourne to catch up with 

an old friend – but the Nova purred down the motorways, whisking her to her destinations. The fun had indeed been put 

back into her driving; it was almost as if the car had its own spirit, like an unseen presence sitting in the back.  

 

A few years later, the woman left her husband and moved far away from Royston to begin a new life. But after a few 

months, she was unhappy so she came back to Royston, rented a house and resumed her old business. Her clients 

welcomed her back with open arms and the Nova seemed pleased to be on familiar territory.  

The woman moved again to a new address in Cambridgeshire, where her Nova, now in its retirement, sat on a gravel 

drive. 

 

The Nova’s swan song was a holiday to north Wales. Somewhat nervously, the woman set off on the five-hour journey, 

hoping the Nova would not let her down.  She spent three days touring the beautiful Welsh countryside, but twice she’d 

had to ask for help to get the Nova started in the mornings, and reluctantly, she came home ahead of time. 

 

The day came when the woman had to make a decision – the Nova’s constant repairs were depleting her bank balance. 

After being her constant companion for over ten years, it had 180,000 miles on the clock and was showing signs of age. 

With a heavy heart she placed an advert in the local paper.  ‘For sale: Red Vauxhall Nova saloon 1.2L.  12 years old. Two 

lady owners. Good runner.’ She set to work cleaning and polishing the car. It looked very proud standing on the gravel 

drive, despite its maturity. 

 

There was a knock on the door one Sunday morning – a man wanted to inspect the Nova.  He slowly walked all around 

it, nodding his head, then got on his hands and knees and looked underneath. He asked to see how it performed so the 

woman took him out for a drive around the fen roads. He looked impressed. Back on the drive, the man told her it was 

exactly the sort of car his wife was looking for. Two days later he brought his wife with him to collect the Nova, saying 

she wanted to use the car for her business. 

“Oh? What kind of business is that?”  

“I’m a mobile hairdresser. We live in Royston!” said his wife. 

The woman smiled at the coincidence and watched as they drove the Nova out of her life and into her memory. 

She had to stop herself from waving it goodbye.  

 

Twelve months later the Nova crashed outside her ex-husband’s house. No one was hurt, but he was amazed to see 

the little red car again – as if it had come home to its final resting place. 
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All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken 

Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  
and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

 Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

 CO alarms and Wireless controls  

 System upgrades and general plumbing  

 New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service Email: jggas@btinternet.com  

   CALL NOW ON:   
         Tel:   01553 812172 
         Mob: 07973 343926 
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CAM-CLEAN 
Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  

For Free Estimates 

Call Malcolm on  
01553 810452 or 07890872285 

Reporting Dog Fouling  

Spotted somebody letting their dog foul and want to 
report it? Here’s who to contact: 

Jackie Squires at the Borough Council 
01553 616657 Ext 6657 

or jackie.squires@west-norfolk.gov.uk 

Watlington Wednesday Club Badminton in Watlington 

Youngsters from across West Norfolk competed at 

Watlington Junior Badminton Club open competition just 

before Christmas. 

Seven teams of six players aged between 8 and 14, played 

252 games over a seven hour period in an event organised 

by coach Janis Baker and Watlington player Emma Littler.  

The battle for first place was between Watlington Girls 

and Watlington Boys . The girls triumphed with Katie 

Hickin, Alice Armstrong, Lucy White, Ellie Barnes,  

Shania Dick and Abbey Harvey gaining 847 points.  

The boys team of George Williams, Billy Brand,  

Sam Castley, Oliver Leggett, Charlie Merrit and 

Ewan Murfitt gained 814 points to take silver medals. 

Third place with 767 points were West Lynn. Their team 

was Archie and George Mitchell, Millie and Abbey 

Bowyer, Cody Woodcock and Fletcher Wrenn. 

A young team of Primary School children from Docking 

battled hard for fourth place with Charlie Newell,  

Logan Thorpe and Connor Edge playing in their first 

competitive tournament, scoring 763. 

Despite team members Jack Leverett and Noah Wells 

not dropping a game, YMCA JBC finished fifth.  

Watlington Juniors play on Wednesdays in the Village 

Hall. There are spaces in the primary school class  5-6pm 

and the first session is free. For more information visit 

 the www.janisbaker.co.uk website. 

WATLINGTON BADMINTON CLUB 
Affiliated to Badminton England 

Wednesday evenings 
in the Village Hall  
Juniors 5pm/6pm 

Seniors 7pm onwards 
* 

New players and would-be players welcome 
* 

John Church 01553 810584 or 

johnchurch@phonecoop.coop for more information 

The Wednesday Club is a social afternoon club which 

meets in Watlington Village Hall on the second and 

fourth Wednesdays of the month at 2pm. We welcome all 

to our meetings which are varied in content from speakers 

to quizzes to games afternoons and the occasional mini 

outing to somewhere not too far afield. 

I’m including something a little different this time – a 

voice from the past in the form of a poem written by 

Mary Gay who used to be a member. These poem was 

given to me by Nigel Brown from Mary’s book of  

published poems. Nigel is Mary’s cousin and  lives in 

Watlington. It was written ten years ago on the  

10th Birthday of the Club and the gives a sense of what 

the Wednesday Club meant to Mary. 

Wednesday Club 10th Anniversary 

We are looking forward to this date,  

Which is why are here to celebrate.  

An event that is important to us,  

And why we are making such a fuss.  

The club’s 10th anniversary is being held today,  

So, its laughter and fun all the way 

As we look back over the last decade,  

Much we have learnt and many friends we have made. 

May this long continue to be,  

And grow in strength for all to see. 

So now as we start another year,  

Let us enjoy the times we share.  

With the knowledge, we will gain, 

Wednesday Club’s future is sure to remain. 

At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk 

from Jonathan Toye relating his story of a Tree – Stow, 

those who have visited Stow Hall may have noticed a 

large tree, a type of beech, Fagus hererifolia whose 

spreading branches were used by Jonathan to weave a 

magical fable which had us all spellbound. 

Our programme over the next few months looks like this: 

March 14th 2pm Kings Lynn Festival Too with 

 Mike Parsons. 

March 28th 2pm Nostalgia –  items which bring back 

 memories. 

April 11th 2pm Medieval Salt production in East Anglia 

 with Bryan Howling 

April 25th 2pm Out of the Hat 

May 9th  2pm Return to Nakwero with John Church 

May 23rd A mini Outing 

If you are newly moved into Watlington, have changed 

circumstances or just fancy doing something different 

why not come along and try us out, you will be made 

welcome. 

Barbara Church Vice Chairman 

01553810584; barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop  
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WATLINGTON GARAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialist in accident and 
car body repairs 

 
  M.O.T. Welding and 
 M.O.T. Preparation 

 
Car Sales 

 
Downham Road  

Watlington 

King’s Lynn     

PE33 0HT 

TEL: 01553 811748 
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Choosing a Charity 
The Gossip has decided that in this and 
future issues of the magazine we will 
promote and support one local charity and 
therefore we have given a donation of £100 
to NNAB.  
If you would also like to donate then please 
contact the charity directly. 
If you are involved with a local charity why 
not get in touch with us about promoting 
your cause through the magazine. 
 
Our contact details are on page 4. 

Got A Power Cut? 

Dial 105 

£100 from Watlington Gossip.  As you may know West Norfolk 

Befriending is a small local charity which aims to reduce the negative 

impact of social exclusion amongst the older population in West 

Norfolk.  The donation will assist us in providing an enhanced much-

needed service in the area. 

Once again please thank everyone involved in the kind generosity;  

it really is very much appreciated.  I hope that it might be possible to 

meet and thank you personally in the near future. 

Yours sincerely 

Pippa May, Chief Executive 

info@wnbefriending.org.uk;  www.wnbefriending.org.uk 

Dear Gossip Team 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, our 

staff and our volunteers I would like to 

take this opportunity to express our 

appreciation for the kind donation of 

The Norfolk and Norwich Association for the Blind (NNAB) was founded 

in 1805 with its aim to help those living with sight loss in Norfolk. The charity now supports 

7000 people in Norfolk who are sight impaired, and estimates that there are a further 15000 

people in the county with some degree of sight loss who in all likelihood need our services. 

Among the services provided by the NNAB in West Norfolk is the Equipment and 

Information Centre.  Situated on the outskirts of Kings Lynn, it is ideally located to welcome visitors from all around the 

west of the county.  The centre is stocked with a comprehensive display of equipment, from the most basic easy to see 

watch, to the most sophisticated, high powered desktop magnifier.  We are able to give our visitors the chance to get 

hands-on with the very items that are designed to make daily living tasks easier to achieve. It also holds a large selection 

of information leaflets on many different subjects relating to sight loss.  All visitors are greeted by our small and friendly 

team of staff and volunteers.   

We have a presence in the Eye Clinic at Queen Elizabeth hospital, where our team can offer help, advice and a 

signposting service. 

NNAB has a team of community workers that between them cover the whole of Norfolk. Of that team, two are 

dedicated to the covering the west of the county, visiting people with sight loss in their homes, providing invaluable 

advice and support or offering practical help such as marking dials on domestic appliances to make them more visible, 

arranging talking books and newspapers, or signposting to other agencies.  In many cases the only thing the client wants 

is a listening ear, someone to give them time; this is no problem and is all part of the service for which we make no 

charge. 

We also have an extensive and wide ranging programme of activities.  From archery to long walks and from knitting to 

heritage groups we offer something for everyone no matter what their degree of sight loss.  These groups are organized 

by our leisure coordinator and supported by our enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers.  The groups are friendly and fun 

and a great way to get out and about and make new friends. 

We work closely with staff from the Sensory Support team and encourage visits from other organizations involved in 

helping people with sight loss, including Visionlink, the Kings Lynn Talking Newspaper. 

Volunteers are involved in all aspects of life at the West Norfolk Equipment Centre and we couldn’t function without 

their valuable time and commitment.  If you feel that you could volunteer a few hours to help us extend our services 

further, please do contact us as we would be very pleased to welcome you to our friendly team. 

If you feel you or someone you know could benefit from our services then please do get in touch.  No appointment is 

needed to visit the centre, which is open Monday 9.30am-1pm, Tuesday to Friday 9am-1pm and can be contacted on 

01553 660808. 

Angela Revell 

(West Norfolk Equipment Centre) 

http://www.wnbefriending.org.uk


 

26 

     POOLE PLASTERING 
ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

 
 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Estimates Free  
 

5 Bure Close, Watlington,  Norfolk, PE33 0TN  

Telephone:  01553 810668 
 

Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader 
Approved by Age Concern 

 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 

HYPNOTHERAPIST  
& Master Practioner of N.L.P. 

Effective, Confidential and drug free at the sensible price of £45 

Addictions, allergies, obsessions, phobias,  
depression, weight/pain management, anxiety, 

post-traumatic stress, I.B.S., regression,  
hypochondria etc., etc. 

 

If you wonder if your particular condition can be  
helped call for a  chat.  

 

Life-Changing Family Constellation Workshop Weekends. 
 

Marion C. Ross, C.Hyp., C.M.H., M.P.N.L.P. 
6 Elizabeth Avenue, Downham Market, PE38 9EQ 

Tel: 01366 386136 - email: marion.ross1@ hotmail.co.uk 
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Watlington Football Club Watlington Preschool 

So, it is officially Springtime!  Which for preschool, 
means hopefully, lots more opportunity to do our 
favourite thing, playing out in the preschool garden.   
Water and sand play, making dens, playing with our 
giant parachute and generally having lots of fun and 
making noise which is what we do best!! 

    
We have been busy 
playing and learning 
over the last term 
and our activities 
have included –  
having a fruit 
and vegetable shop 
in our role play area 
and tasting some of 
the items. 
Here are some 
photos * of the 
children buying and 
weighing fruit and 
veg and then trying 
some carrots, sweet 
potatoes, peppers 
and cucumber. 

  
Mark making, cutting and sticking and listening to 
stories seem to have been our favourite things to do 
over the last term as well as making and modelling 
with playdough. 
  
We have been doing experiments to find out which 
things sink or float, flying paper aeroplanes to see 
how far they go, making musical instruments and 
we’ve been performing on our “stars stage”.    
We’ve had visits from our friend Katherine, who tells 
fantastic stories with the help of our Joe Crow  
puppet, from Laura (Toddler Sense music and move-
ment) and from Donna the Dental Nurse who brought 
her puppet friends along to tell us all about keeping 
our teeth nice and healthy. 
   
Huge thanks to one of our parents, Ed Haylock, who 
works at British Sugar. He put preschool forward 
for a charitable donation from his workplace. They 
have given us £500 towards our all weather canopy 
fund which is now getting near to total.   It will be 
great for the children to be able to play undercover 
all year round, once it is up.  
   
Next stop Easter – it will soon be time for making 
bonnets and eating maybe just one or two chocolate 
eggs!! Happy Springtime everyone …...     

* See also page 35. 

Welcome back in to a new year. All 

at Watlington FC would like to wish 

everyone a Happy New Year. 

On the field the teams have all  

continued there good form and even 

though we have had a few sharp 

frosts most games have been able to 

be played. It is always a very difficult time for the coach 

when the weather plays a part, they are normally down the 

ground early with fingers crossed hoping the sun gets out 

to thaw over the next few hours, whilst forking the goal 

mouths and thinking of any way to get the game on.  

You are dreading and hoping that the away side do not 

call to ask “if the game is going ahead as it is very frosty 

here”. You are then looking to see if a delay in Kick off 

time can be arranged. Nine times out of ten it manages to 

be played but the times it does not you see very disap-

pointed players and really that is what it is all about 

getting the players playing. 

Off the pitch has been a stressful period with applying for 

funding with Tesco’s and Aviva. We applied for the bag 

for life with Tesco and after regular checks we felt we 

were well on top, only to be told that we in fact finished 

third.  

The club secretary refused to give in as there was photo-

graphic evidence that we were clearly leading. After some 

time pursuing, it was deemed that we were to be given 

second place. We at the club was disappointed for the 

massive amount of people and their families who were 

going to Tesco’s just to buy an odd item to be able to 

place a blue chip. We are unable to thank you all but we 

are grateful to everyone who voted for Watlington FC.  

This will allow us to purchase and install new floodlights 

and poles given us much needed training improvements.  

We would like to thank our sponsors who without we 

would truly struggle. The Swaffham Advertiser, The 

Downham Market Advertiser, British Sugar,  

Timpson’s, Rob and Marina Murfitt, Osborne and 

Kent. (Picture p35.) 

We are always on the lookout for sponsors so if you know 

of any person or business that would like to donate please 

get in contact with the below contact. Anything from 

match balls to kit would be greatly appreciated. 

We are also in need for players as we are hoping to start a 

U6s/7s team and place the Under 8’s in a league 2018-

2019  

We also have U10’s, U11’s, U13’s ,U14’s who need  

players so if you want to join this friendly club please 

 contact Nathan McDonald who will be able to pass you 

on to the correct age group manager. 

Nathan Macdonald 

nathanmcdonald36@aol.com 
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Watlington Players 

Thank you to everyone who came along to support The Wizard of Oz. We are very pleased to announce that we 

managed to raise £500 to support #TeamGOSH and Great Ormand Street. (Photo page 35.)  We wish Jack and the team 

all the best in their upcoming climbs. If you wish to learn more about Jack’s story, you can at  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/arewenearlythereyetteamgosh. 

Our next show is the musical comedy, How to Succeed in Business Without 

Really Trying. This is a classic Broadway show that recently starred Dan-

iel Radcliffe.  

Big business means big laughs in this delightfully clever lampoon of 

life on the corporate ladder. A tune-filled comic gem that took Broad-

way by storm, winning both the Tony Award for Best Musical and a 

Pulitzer Prize, How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying boasts an 

exhilarating score by Frank Loesser, including "I Believe in You," 

"Brotherhood of Man" and "The Company Way." 

A satire of big business and all it holds sacred, How to Succeed in Business 

without Really Trying follows the rise of J. Pierrepont Finch, who uses a 

little handbook called How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying to 

climb the corporate ladder from lowly window washer to high-

powered executive, tackling such familiar but potent dangers as the 

aggressively compliant "company man," the office party, backstabbing 

co-workers, caffeine addiction and, of course, true love. 

The show will be staged from 30th May - 2nd June 2018, 7.30pm at 

Watlington Village Hall.  

Tickets will soon be on sale and will be available from 

www.watlingtonplayers.com or 0845 052 9645 (phone service kindly 

managed by volunteers, so please leave a message if they are unable to 

take your call). Tickets will be £10.  

Watlington Young Players 

Children In Need 

We raised the fantastic sum of £371.15 last November as 

a result of our mini Fair.  Thank you to our young 

members, their families, friends and our special group of 

volunteer helpers, who all worked together and raised this 

amazing total. 

Our next Productions 

We will be presenting two productions at Watlington 

Village Hall on Saturday 21st April at 7.30pm and Sunday 

22nd April at 2.30pm. 

Part of the group will be performing a 1 Act Play ‘The  

Wolf  ‘n The Hood’ by George Douglas Lee.  We also 

hope to enter this play at the Hunstanton Festival in July. 

The rest of the group will be performing the Musical 

Theatre International Junior version of ‘Pirates of 

Penzance’ by Gilbert and Sullivan. 

As before all tickets will be £6 and available from the 

Watlington Players Website or by phoning 

0845 052 9645. 

We have quite a challenging time ahead – but we love a 

challenge!! 

Waiting List 

There is a waiting list to join the Young Players and I am 

aware that some names have been on there a long time.  

However there will be a place for everyone eventually! So 

please be patient and if anyone else wishes to go on the 

list please contact me.  We are always desperate for boys 

to come along!!  Age group for the Young Players is 

7 – 16 years. 

Looking forward to seeing you at our show in April. 

Penny Cooke  01553 810732 

See page 31 for the story behind the picture 
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Watlington’s Public Houses in History 
In times gone by Watlington had no fewer that six public houses, as well as two beerhouses*. Quite something 

considering that the village population coming into the 20th century was a little over 500! 

 

The Angel Hotel has a long history, with references going back to Landlord Thomas West in 1794, and of course is 

still with us today. 

On the 23rd March 1867 there was a boiler explosion (threshing machine) in Watlington that killed 8 people, the Inquest 

on 5 of these bodies was held in The Angel Hotel.  More details of this explosion can be seen on the village website.  

 

The Railway Tavern, which is now Yoxford House, in Station Road was closed on 30th April 1970. One interesting  

reference is to it’s female Landlord in 1851, one Maria Perry, aged 47. One story relating to the Tavern is:  

“It was reported in the Lynn Advertiser of 7th September 1900 that landlord of the Railway Tavern, William Carter, had gone out at just 

after four o' clock on Sunday morning to gather mushrooms. Seeing something on the railway line he had approached what later turned out to 

be the body of platelayer Alfred Cammick. Carter touched the body and said `Halloa' but there was no response. 

Much shocked he at once advised the porter at the station but did not return to the body. Mr. Cammick had last been seen at about ten o'clock 

the previous night, having left the White Hart at Magdalen Bridge shortly before. 5 trains had passed through after 10 o'clock. Mr Cammick 

had died from severe head injuries and had been dragged for some distance. The coroner returned an open verdict.” 

The Railway Tavern was often used for Inquests including that of Mr Woodhouse who was also killed on the railway on 

11 May 1920 whilst trying to secure the gate.  

 

The White Hart was on Magdalen Road and is now closed. There is a reference of an attempt to close the pub as early 

as 1909: 

”Licence referred to the county licensing authority at Adjourned Licensing Session held Monday 8th March 1909 in Downham Market. The 

house was said to hold a 6 day licence. Downstairs there was one living room, a bar, a tap room and a cellar. Outside there was a back-yard, 

stables and an open cart-shed. The premises were in a very bad state of repair. There were 2 other public houses within 100 yards.  

Superintendant Sands agreed with the Magistrates' clerk  that this was the least useful of the three. The White Hart was three-quarters of a 

mile from the Watlington Railway Tavern. 

For the 1,719 acres within the parish there were six licenses, 5 public houses and one grocer's licence. The population was 580, so that was one 

licence for every 97 inhabitants. Superintendant Sands agreed that the house was unnecessary for the neighbourhood. 

Owner Mr. Trantor said that Hogge & Seppings were yearly tenants and he was quite willing for the licence to be referred. 

At the Downham Licensing Sessions of  Monday 14th February 1910 it was reported that following the Compensation Meeting of the 

previous year, compensation had been allowed but it had not yet been paid and the house remained open. 

 

The Plough Inn was on Plough Lane and closed on 15 January 1958.  It is now a private house. 

 

The Queen’s Head, at the junction of Plough Lane and Mill Road was close on 21 December 1962. There is a reference 

to Robert Playford as the Landlord in 1794 and the last Landlord as Reginald Alcock. Business must have been bad for it 

to close it’s doors just 4 days before Christmas. This is also now a private house.  

 

The Bridge House was in Fen Row (now part of Fen Road ). There is no reference to the date of closure. 

 

Source: norfolkpubs.co.uk. 

 

*A beerhouse was a type of drinking establishment created in the United Kingdom by the 

1830 Beerhouse Act, legally defined as a place "where beer is sold to be consumed 

on the premises". Public houses at the time were issued with licences by local magistrates 

under the terms of the Retail Brewers Act 1828, and were subject to police inspections at 

any time of the day or night. The proprietors of beerhouses on the other hand simply had to 

buy a licence from the government costing two guineas per annum, equivalent to about 

£150 as of 2010. Until the Wine and Beerhouse Act 1869 gave local magistrates the 

authority to renew beerhouse licences, the two classes of establishment were in direct 

competition. 
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  

The monies collected in the charity box on the counter in 
the Watlington Post Office Store are donated 
specifically to local charities. 

Nov 2017 £58 Watlington Under 5s 
Dec 2017  £62 MUGA Funds 
Oct  2017 £62 Watlington Youth Football Club 

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

Community Noticeboard 

Norfolk County Council 

Highways Rangers 

The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway 

maintenance and streetscene improvements. 

These can include: 

 Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road 

or footway 

 Clearing mud and soil from the road (non 

urgent) 

 Hand sweeping roads or pavements 

 Soil and seeding verges 

 Cutting verge grass 

 Cleaning out highways ditches, gullies and 

offlets 

 Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts 

 Repairing minor kerb damage and footway 

surface defects 

 Basic repairing, removing obstruction and 

some cutting and clearing where necessary on 

adopted networks 

Please contact the Parish Clerk know if there are 

any areas which you feel should be reported. 

(Contact details page 34) 

WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 

Vacancies for Parish Councillors 

The Parish Council currently has three vacancies for Parish 

Councillors to bring  the Council up to their allocated 

number of eleven.  If you would be interested or would like 

further information please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details are on page 34. 
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SCOUTS and GUIDES 
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Beavers , Cubs 

and Scouts 
Contact: Bob Keens (01553 810855 / 

b.keens@hotmail.com). 

 
Beavers (6-8 year olds) meet on Mondays 6 - 7.15pm; 
Cubs (8 - 10.5 year olds) meets on Wednesday 6.30-8pm 
Scouts (10.5 - 14 year olds). Currently closed. A new 
leader is required - Contact Bob Keens (details above). 
 
Rainbows. For girls aged five to seven. Currently closed. 
A new leader is required. 
Brownies. 6-7.15pm Thursdays. Contact: Brown Owl 
(Mandy Randle; 01366 388554 / mark.randle@tesco.net). 
Guides. Meet at Runcton Holme Scout Hut 7.30-9pm 

Thursdays.  

Contact: Guide Leader (Sarah Mack; 01366 501942 /  

sarahjmack@hotmail.co.uk). 

All meetings at Runcton Holme Scout Hut next to the 

school in Runcton Holme.  

 

Please Contact: The LIST/FALLS Service  

St James Clinic, Extons Road  

Kings Lynn  PE30 5NU  

Tel: 01553 668673 
E-mail: list.falls@nchc.nhs.uk  

Watlington Players 

Musical Theatre Workshop  

on Sunday 4th February with 

Nigel Lilley 

 

Nigel Lilley is a former resident of Watlington.  He 

attended Watlington Primary School and Downham 

Market High School before studying music at King’s 

College London and the Royal Academy of Music where 

he was the recipient of the DipRam award.  Nigel was 

also elected as an associate of RAM in 2013. 

His theatre credits as either a Musical Director or Musical 

Supervisor include, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 

My Fair Lady, Piaf, Sweet Charity, Bend it Like Beckham, 

The Go Between, Acorn Antiques and recently Follies at 

the National. 

His television credits include Victoria, That Day We Sang, 

Victoria Wood’s Christmas Special, Up the Women and 

Musicality.  

Nigel has always been grateful for the introduction to 

Musical Theatre via The Watlington Players.  As a child 

he performed with COWPS (the forerunner of WYPS) 

under Kate Carpenter’s direction, his most memorable 

performances being Tiny Tim in A Christmas Carol and 

the title role in Oliver. 

He later went on as a teenager to take up the baton with 

several of our productions including Lock Up Your 

Daughters. 

As a result of this Nigel offered to come to Watlington 

for the day and pass on his expertise with two 

Workshops.  The morning was spent with WYPS 

(Watlington Young Players).  

After a Warm Up session which caused lots of giggles but 

was very effective, he worked on a couple of numbers 

from the Junior version of The Pirates of Penzance by 

Gilbert and Sullivan.  The young group are performing 

this at Watlington Village Hall in April (see article on 

WYPS).  

In the afternoon, again after a similarly amusing Warm 

Ups,  he offered his expertise on a few numbers from the 

show How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying, 

which the Watlington Players are performing at the end of 

May (see article on the Players).  

At the end of the session, Nigel then gave members a 

chance to ask him about his career and also gave advice 

to those wishing to make Musical Theatre their career. 

He was truly inspirational and it says a lot about his 

humility when someone so well respected in the 

profession should give his time to encourage and support 

our own village drama group. 

A brilliant day. 

Penny Cooke 

[Pictures p. 28 and 35] 

Sign in a shop in Lynn. ”Ear Piercing 20% off”.  

That seems like an awful lot of ear to me! 
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  
Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 
Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 
Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  

Mobile 07930718183 

St Marys Bed and Breakfast 
St Marys Lodge,  Church Road 

Wiggenhall St Mary,  King’s Lynn,  PE34 3EH 
4 star accommodation  

in comfortable and peaceful surroundings 

Fully Ensuite Rooms 

WiFi      Safe Car Parking 

Contact Simon or Scilla Ash 

Tel: 01553 617469       Mob:  0777 165 8422 

scillaash@hotmail.co.uk 

www.stmarysbandb.co.uk  

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating - Interior/Exterior 

Roof cleaning - sealing and colouring 

Tel:  0771 2893277 

email:  skservices66@gmail.com 

Qualified Chiropodist 
HPC Registered. 

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.C.Ha. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. 

Tel: 01366 388839 / 01553 691574 

Home visits available in the  

Downham Market, King's Lynn  

and surrounding areas,  

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 
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When it Comes to the Crunch! 
Originally, breakfast cereals were created in America as an aid to digestion. Nowadays, we know it as a type of tasty food mostly 

made from grains of corn, usually mixed with milk and generally eaten first thing in the morning … but what of their origins?  

Back in 1860’s New York, Dr James Jackson suggested that a disproportionate diet of meat, whiskey and coffee (unsurprisingly)  was the 

probable cause of widespread gastrointestinal disorders! The doctor, who ran a sanatorium in New York, set about concocting a source of 

fibre to help combat indigestion problems suffered by many of his patients. Consequently, the world’s first cold ‘breakfast cereal’ was born in 

the form of Granula - a cluster of nuggets rich in bran, so dense that they required overnight soaking before they could be eaten! Ellen White 

– a particularly pious patient at the hospital - claimed to have witnessed a Godly vision in which she was told humans should reject meat. She 

went on to form her own religion, called The Seventh-Day Adventists. Interestingly, a regular member of her congregation was the son of a 

local farmer, John Kellogg.   

 Kellogg qualified as a surgeon from medical college in New York and started working at a sanatorium in Michigan. The 

institute was strictly vegetarian and Kellogg started experimenting with granola and wheat flakes in an effort to develop 

simple, healthy food as a flavoursome alternative. In 1895, he started producing the legendary Cornflakes which rapidly 

took off across the country. William, his younger brother, wasn’t so academic – he sold brooms for a living, later to join 

with him to establish The Kellogg Toasted Corn Flake Company in 1906, adding sugar to the flakes to make them more 

palatable. William then bought his brother’s share to procure sole ownership of the business. Cornflakes, which began as a 

vegetarian heath food, became a classic product to stand the test of time. Unquestionably, its success was helped along by 

alluring promotions which have featured through every decade since – Kellogg’s Cornflakes are reportedly the first to 

include small gifts inside the box as a hook for children. Who’s never heard of ‘Tony’ - the cartoon tiger, with his “They’re gr-r-reat!” catch-

phrase, introduced in 1952 … (Frosted Flakes in America – Frosties in Europe) … another clever lure for younger consumers!  

Around the same time as the Kellogg brothers were busy with flakes, Charles Post invented Grape-nuts, which had a nutty 

flavour but featured neither grapes nor nuts in the recipe! Even earlier, around 1877, Quaker Oats was registered as the 

first trademark for a hot breakfast cereal in the form of finely milled oats (to be mixed with warmed milk). This trade-

mark was registered with the U.S. Patent Office as "a figure of a man in 'Quaker garb." The founders chose this symbol 

because it represented quality and honesty. In 1905, The Quaker Oats Company, which had acquired a method of forcing 

rice grains to explode under pressure, began marketing Puffed Rice and Puffed Wheat: Sugar Puffs were first launched in 1957, with ‘Jeremy 

the Bear’ in the USA. It wasn’t until 1976 that the ‘Honey Monster’ became the face of the cereal, when he 

appeared in a UK TV advert with the late Henry McGee. However, the puffed rice known as Rice Krispies 

were actually developed at the Kellogg Factory in 1927 and have remained with them ever since; the first 

cartoon character ‘Snap’, appeared on their cereal packets in 1933, to be joined by ‘Crackle and Pop’ in 1939.   

The Swiss also joined the cereal trend in the early 1900s, when Dr Bircher-Benner developed Muesli – a mixture of rolled 

oats, dried fruit, and nuts. It was inspired by a dish he and his wife had been served while travelling across the Alps. Muesli 

was introduced to Britain in the mid-1920s. Today, it is one of the most popular breakfast cereals in Europe. Alpen, one of 

the leading brands was developed by the Weetabix Company in 1971. Incidentally, Weetabix was born out of the British 

and African Cereal Co Ltd, which was formed in 1932. The founders acquired an empty flour mill in Burton Latimer to 

start production of this revolutionary new cereal – one of my very favourites; as a child, I used to love it with warm milk 

and sugar on cold winter mornings! 

In 1892, Henry Perky invented a machine to weave wheat strands into small rectangular ‘pillows’. His intention was to sell the machine, but 

no one was interested. So, Perky established a small bakery to make the "biscuits," which he sold door-to-door. They were a hit, but he was 

still never able to get an investor for the machine, so he decided to patent his new product, Shredded Wheat, in 1895. Almost a century after 

it was invented, Nestlé established a joint venture with General Mills in 1991 to produce and market Shredded Wheat. Although it may not 

rate as the most exciting breakfast cereals – it is certainly one of the healthiest! 

In the UK, the first ready-to-eat breakfast cereals arrived in 1902, they were called Force and were made of wheat. Originally 

produced by the Force Food Company, an extension of Horby’s Oats, the toasted wheat flakes were sold in England. The 

first ever cartoon used to promote breakfast cereals was perhaps ‘Sunny Jim’, along with the slogan, "O'er the fence leaps 

Sunny Jim, Force is the food that feedeth him." 

Since their early beginnings, where the intentions were clearly medicinal, ‘contemporary’ breakfast cereals can either fall into the ‘very healthy’ 

or ‘very unhealthy’ bracket (and everything in between!). The simple advice points to reading the packets, going easy on adding extra sugar and 

don’t let any amount of cartoons or gimmicks sway your choice, however cute or appealing they may seem! 

Andy Prior 
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March 2018 

10 - Tea Party Friends of Nakwero 3.30 - 5.30pm 

13 - WI:  Basket Weaving with Jonathan Carrie 

17 - Fairtrade Coffee Morning 10.00 - 12.00pm 32 Fen Rd 

17 - Village Screen Breathe 2.30pm  

20 - Craft Group Meeting - Jubilee Hall  

23 - Rainbow Café Spring into Easter Craft  09.30 - 12.00pm 

24 - Village Hall Quiz Night 7.30pm  

April 2018 

05 - Parish Council 7.15 pm 

07 - Church Big Breakfast 09.30 - 11.30 

10 - WI:  Holland & Barrett with Helen Sutherland 

14 - Village Screen Murder on the Orient Express 7.30pm  

17 - Craft Group Meeting - Jubilee Hall  

21 - YOPS Production (See page 28 for details) 

27 - Rainbow Café Watlington Fete info 09.30 - 12.00pm 

28 - Watlington Players Quiz Night 7.30pm 

May 2018 

07 - Preschool May Day Tea Dance Noon - 4.00pm 

08 - WI  Resolutions & Quiz 

10 - Parish Council 7.15pm 

15 - Craft Group Meeting - Jubilee Hall 

19 - Christian Aid Coffee Morning 10.00 - 12.00pm 

19 - Village Screen tba 7.30pm 

25 - Rainbow Café  09.30 - 12.00 

27 - Preschool Watlington Yard Sale 09.00 - 1pm 

30 - 2nd June Watlington Players How to Succeed… 7.30pm 

  

Church Services on Page 18 

Wednesday Club Events listing on Page 23 

Email events to watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Don’t forget the village website at  

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)   Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF 01366 502165  

/ 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

Ms R Beeby  01553 811999 rachel_e_beeby@hotmail.co.uk  

Mrs T Bradley  01553 811243 terrytab52@icloud.com 

Mrs S Elderkin  01553 810117   stephanieelderkin67@gmail.com 

Mrs J Golding  01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Ms A King  01553 810431 alexandraking@yahoo.co.uk 

Mrs B Leedell 01553 810848 kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr A Prior   01553 810863 priorap1@gmail.com 

Mr A Wiles  01553 810555 alan.p.wiles@btopenworld.com 

(3 vacancies) 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Peter Hodson 01366 382727 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long 01945 430169 

Elizabeth Truss MP:  01842 766155  

elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk 

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Preschool: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: 07731 946668  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant 01553 811326 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 0800 783 8838 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Regular Club Bookings at the Village Hall 

Badminton: Weekly  Wednesday Evening   01553 810584 

Carpet Bowls: Weekly  Tuesday Evening     01553 811439 

Short Mat Bowls:  Weekly  Monday Evening & 

 Friday Afternoon           01553 813400 

Under5s: Weekly    Wednesday Morning    07731 946668 

Wednesday Club:   Fortnightly     Wednesday Afternoon                                      

 01553 810584 

WI: Monthly   Tuesday Evening     01553 810407 

Watlington Players: Weekly   Friday Evenings 

Watlington Young Players:  Weekly   Friday Evening                                                    

 01553 810732 
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The Gossip Photo Gallery 

Watlington U11s in their new tracksuits which were kindly 
sponsored by Rob & Marina Murfitt.  

Norfolk Vocational Institute in 

the village of Nakwero 

The church wall working party taking a break.  

Healthy Eating at Preschool 

Musical Theatre Workshop with Nigel Lilley 

Frost on the Millennium Green 
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