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Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 

Tel: 01406 364482      Mob: 07817 592853 
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The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for 

its continued funding. The committee does not accept any 

responsibility for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 

advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor 

does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints 

expressed by our contributors in articles  or other items 

published in these pages. 

Guidance Notes for Contributors  

Please keep your articles to around 500 words (1/2 page) or 

1000 words (full page). This will be reduced by about 125 

words if a photograph or drawing is to be included.  Please 

send photographs and advertisements in jpg format. Sorry, 

we do not accept ‘advertising features’ or insert adverts. 

Front Cover 

A Gossip Team Production. Snow pictures by Dave Askew 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Clanpress Ltd 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 77 of the Watlington Gossip is 7th 

February for delivery at the beginning of March 2018. 

Follow us on Facebook Watlington Gossip. 

You can leave comments and items for future 

issues of the magazine.  

WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 

Vacancies for Parish Councillors 

The Parish Council currently has three vacancies for Parish 

Councillors to bring  the Council up to their allocated 

number of eleven.  If you would be interested or would like 

further information please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details are on page 34. 

Christmas Contrasts 
Rushing in the lunch hour to find that perfect gift 

Mulled wine or spiced chocolate to give a  

 little lift 

Fretting about prices as you calculate the bill 

 Putting “just one more” treat through the self 

 scan till 

Yawning as you head for work through the cold 

 and snow 

So cosy in the evenings by the firelight’s glow. 

 

So much to do, no time, will it all get done 

A very special thank you from a daughter  

 or a son 

Christmas carols in the shops, glitter everywhere 

Sacred silence in the church, hope is in the air. 

Bittersweet memories of Christmases gone by 

Turkey and the trimming, oh, and just one more 

 mince pie. 

 

Black tie and velvets for the Christmas ball 

The simpler clothes in the greatest tale of all 

Pretending to like that present that you hate 

The charities who really need us to donate 

A feast for all the senses to end the year just so 

The poor and the hungry, with nowhere left 

  to go. 

  

The awful ache of empty spaces 

The happiness on children’s faces 

War in the world, when will it end 

A phone call from a special friend. 

Hearts and wallets open to provide good cheer 

Here’s to another Christmas-and the 

  coming year! 

Elaine Carpenter 

The Gossip Team wishes everybody a 

Happy Christmas and New Year 
The festive season is a time when traditions come to 
the fore - whether religious, cultural or family ones. 
Families will differ on the time they have the big meal, 
when presents are opened and teenagers create their 
own traditions of not taking part in any of these 
traditions. This usually lasts a few years and disappears 
altogether when they settle down in their own family 
unit and start new traditions! 

 

Whatever your traditions are we hope you can make 
the most of them to store  up some positive energy for 
the coming New Year - if this last one is anything to go 
by, we’re going to need it. 
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Village News and Views 

Retirement 

After 27 years as a childminder, on the 31st of August I 

finally retired. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents, 

friends and family who has supported me over the years. 

I have had great fun with the children in my care. Some 

of the things we have done include playing in the paddling 

pool, water fights in the garden, have made cards and 

decorations, built with Lego and blocks and lots of messy 

play. 

It has not always been a bed of roses, as like with all 

children there has been days of tantrums, strops and the 

dreaded teething pains to name but a few. 

I have watched from the sidelines as they have developed 

into young adults, going to university, getting married and 

having families of their own. (It makes you realise how 

long you have been a childminder when you start looking 

after their children).  

I have become over the years an adopted Aunt and 

Grandma. It is a lovely feeling when you are out and you 

get a tap on your shoulder and a voice says hello Auntie 

Marilyn and it is one of your charges grown up; a big hug 

usually follows! 

After all these years I know I will miss having little people 

in my home and doing the school run. I will not miss 

treading on bits of Lego, sticky fingerprints, or food on 

the floor! 

Finally I wish all the children I have cared for all the best 

for the future. 

Marilyn Tinworth  

Grand Village Fete 2018 

The date for the 2018 Fete is Saturday 16th June 2018. 

Before that, the Village Fete Working Group will be 

holding its annual meeting on Monday 15th January 

2018 at 8 pm in the Committee Room at the Village 

Hall. 

This is an open meeting to which all are invited who wish 

to be involved in the fete in any way. Also the Group 

would be glad to receive requests for the allocation of any 

funds raised for Watlington community causes. In the 

past many groups have benefited from awards from these 

funds. 

At this meeting the Group will reform from anyone 

interested in helping to organise the event and will 

appoint officers, Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The fete will be in its seventh year and the present 

officers have all been involved over that period and feel 

that perhaps some new and younger members of the 

community are needed to help to manage this event 

which has proved to be popular and successful. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Mike Cooke 

Chairman, Village Fete Working Group 

Travel Plans 

There will be no rail services between Ely and King’s 

Lynn during the period 11th to 16th February to allow 

for essential engineering works. A shuttle bus service will 

run instead. 

If you are travelling over the Christmas period remember 

that there are a lot of engineering works going on across 

the country as well as the usual holiday revisions to 

services. Me - I’m not travelling then! 

The completion of the trod (footpath) from Magdalen to 

Watlington has been delayed again, as permission is still 

awaited from 

Network Rail for 

works to take place 

near the train tracks. I 

wonder if the closure 

dates above might do 

the trick? 
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No Computer?  Pop your article or letter into the 

“Gossip” box in the Post Office or post it in the letter 

box outside the Parish Council Office  (East side of the 

Village Hall). 

Village News and Views 

Bridge Partner Required 

I am a "senior" male Bridge player, Watlington based, 

looking for a fellow player to partner and play 

predominately at Downham Market on a Thursday 

evening and possibly elsewhere locally at other times 

during the winter months. 

Standard is not critical as I am happy to develop the  

partnership accordingly. 

Please phone Jay on 07702 699830. 

Charity Box Thank You 

In October I was astonished and delighted to receive an 

email from Philip Rumball who kindly administers the 

Charity box in the local shop. There was a donation for 

Watlington Church!  

Watlington Church would like to thank all villagers who 

contribute to the Charity Box at Jim and Ann’s shop, 

Watlington Post Office Store; we received £74.  

Little did Geoff Beaumont know when he made that 

lovely wooden box how many groups and organisations 

in the village would benefit. Thank you all and thank you 

Geoff.  

Barbara Church 

Churchwarden Watlington Church 

A Personal Experience 

After reading the piece that Jean Golding had printed in 

the Autumn edition of the Watlington Gossip, reminds 

me of my own experiences.  Like Mrs Golding I have 

heard people say that they never bother with the “Poo 

Stick” test, saying it’s a waste of time, there is nothing 

wrong with me, and they throw them in the bin. 

18 months ago, I did the test in the February, within two 

days it had been rejected, so I did another one, as 

requested, that failed as well, with something not quite 

right in my Bowel. I was given an appointment to attend 

the Cancer screening program at Norwich Hospital.  

By this time alarm bells are ringing; do I have Bowel 

Cancer and how serious is this going to be?  I was given a 

date to go and have a Colonoscopy, to find out what is 

going on inside the Bowel. The camera detected a growth 

on the Bowel wall and it had got to be removed. 

I was given a CAT Scan to detect any other Cancer cells, 

but this was all clear. 

Three months from my first test I was admitted to 

Norwich Hospital to have part of my Bowel removed, 

that contained the Cancerous growth.  6 days in Hospital 

and I was sent home to recover, doing very little, but light 

exercise, for 6 weeks.  I have since had another CAT Scan 

to make sure everything is ok, which it is.  A biopsy was 

carried out on the piece removed from my Bowel, and it 

was termed as a “Dukes A”.  This is the earliest form the 

Cancer could have been detected. 

Therefore, there is a need to do the tests, to find out if 

there is anything wrong.  The Cancer can then be 

discovered at the earliest possible time.  This is not 

possible if you ignore them and throw the testing kits in 

the bin.  I now lead a normal life with the Cancer 

removed, no medication and no signs of the Cancer 

returning.  As for the treatment, the NHS Cancer Care 

Doctors and Nurse’s give you is excellent, and they could 

not do a better job; I am living proof!! 

The fear of Cancer is hard to come to terms with, made 

worse by not knowing.  It is also made much worse if the 

symptoms are not acted on, and you do not go to your 

GP.  In my case because the Cancer was caught very early, 

my chance of 100% recovery was excellent. 

The “Poo Tests” are not pleasant to do, but you get to do 

them in the privacy of your own home.  After all they 

could save your LIFE.  PLEASE USE THEM. 

Name withheld on request 

Father Christmas has asked us to let you know there 

many be a twenty minute delay in the delivery of presents 

this year. This is due to overrunning sleigh engineering 

works at the North Pole junction.  
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Practice this often and you are likely to find it easier to 

manage some of the stresses in your life.  

What have you got to lose??? 

You can find out more about this by searching online 

for Mindfulness or look at the Patient.co.uk website or 

mindful.org. 

Sue Buckland 

Mindfulness 

Autumn is well under way; hopefully you have all had 

your flu jabs - please ring and book in for one if not and 

get protected. 

We’ve had a fair amount of stormy autumnal weather in 

the last few months but in Norfolk we have managed to 

come through this reasonably well in comparison to many 

countries worldwide.  So our everyday stresses can be less 

dramatic and life changing than some others may be 

experiencing, but they are our stresses and matter to us. 

A method of helping to deal with such stress which has 

gained in popularity and is also approved by NICE is 

known as Mindfulness. 

Mindfulness originates in Buddhism, but being mindful is 

a skill that anyone can learn. You do not have to be 

spiritual, or have any particular beliefs, to try it. 

This approach has been adapted to help people manage 

long term health conditions and enhance their general 

wellbeing.  

Mindfulness can help you to increase your awareness of 

your thoughts and feelings, manage unhelpful thoughts, 

develop more helpful responses to difficult feelings and 

events, be kinder towards yourself, feel calmer and able to 

manage stress better, and to manage some physical health 

problems, such as chronic pain. 

So what does it involve? 

Mindfulness helps us put some space between ourselves 

and our reactions, breaking down our usual sometimes 

unhelpful responses.   

You need to set aside some time and space for this- but it 

doesn’t have to take long and you can be mindful just by 

appreciating the sights, smells, sounds and feeling of 

everyday activities- watching a flock of birds, admiring the 

colours in the sky, the feel of the table surface under your 

fingers - lots of every day things. So if you want to try it 

out, try the following : 

Observe the present moment as it is. The aim of 

mindfulness is not quieting the mind, or attempting to 

achieve a state of eternal calm. We are aiming to pay 

attention to the present moment, without judging 

anything. 

Let your judgments roll by - we can make a mental note 

of them, but let them pass. 

Return to observing the present moment as it is. Our 

minds often get carried away in thought. That’s why 

mindfulness is the practice of returning, again and again, 

to the present moment. 

Be kind to your wandering mind. Don’t judge yourself for 

whatever thoughts crop up, just practice recognizing 

when your mind has wandered off, and gently bring it 

back. 

News from the Medical Centre 
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 Michael Pellizzaro 
 

 St. Ann’s House,  St. Ann’s Street,  King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 1LT  

 Tel: 01553 767705  Fax:01553 763035  Mobile: 07961979961 

 E-mail: michael@mpand.co.uk        Web: www.mpand.co.uk 
 

    ACCOUNTANTS                     BUSINESS  CONSULTANTS                    TAX  ADVISERS            

   Knots  Timber 

 38 High Street, Downham Market -  Tel: 01366 384926 

                     Open 6 Days a week for …... 

Timber & sheet material, screws, nails and general hardware.  
Tools, plumbing and decorating sundries. Timber Treatments, 

silicones, fillers and glues and much more  

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£35 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   
 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 

For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  
Agricultural and Domestic Work 

Telephone:  01553 811091 
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News from the Community School 

Traditions 

 A sense of Belonging and  Tolerance. 

As I’m writing this the clocks have just gone back and 

they say there is an “Arctic Blast” coming our way – it 

seems winter really is on its way.  

I think it’s great that when the weather is cold and dark 

we have so much to look forward to: Christmas, New 

Year etc. Even if it snows children are having so much 

fun building snowmen, making snow angels or sledging. 

However, even as we are celebrating, we can still learn a 

lot about the world around us.  

It’s a special time of year in a Primary School. I’ve talked 

before about how magical it is when our little 5-7 year 

olds retell the story of the Nativity, then there is the carol 

concert or play for our older children and this year we are 

heading over to King’s Lynn for our KS2 children to 

attend the Pantomime – Jack and The Beanstalk.  

As everyone knows the concept of a pantomime is very 

British. A real tradition of the British Winter. Where else 

in the world would you get songs, gags, slapstick comedy 

and dancing, and combines topical humour with a story 

very loosely based on a well-known fairy tale?  

I’m sure most people have their own traditions when it 

comes to winter or Christmas time. Whether it is who 

puts the angel on the top of the tree to who carves the 

Turkey, traditions are very important to us and everyone 

around the world. 

So why are they important?   

This is a quote that tells us why “Research shows that 

these traditions are important in building strong family 

relationships between generations. Traditions are stories, 

beliefs, rituals and customs that are passed from one 

generation to the next.  Being a part of the special things 

our family does helps us to have that sense of belonging 

and provides a source of identity. Traditions can teach 

children where their family came from or give them 

insights into their cultural or religious history” It is this 

sharing of traditions that gives us all a feeling of our place 

in the world and tolerance about others too.  

As part of this jollity we try and show the children what 

traditions are followed around the world. Children 

understand that there are differences but we celebrate 

them – and even sometimes embrace them as traditions 

of our own. (I’m sure the children would love to celebrate 

St Nicholas on 6th December and have more sweets left 

for them!)  Perhaps you can start a new tradition in your 

family this year?  

Ruth McGlone 

Headteacher Watlington CP School 

 

 

Do You Have A Child who will be 5 between 
September 1st 2018 and 31st August 2019? 

 
If so, your child could start school full-time in 

September 2018 and you should apply to Norfolk 
County Council by 1st January 2018 

 

Apply on line: 
www.admissionsonline.norfolk.gov.uk 

(website open between 28th September 2017 and 
15th January 2018 

 
Application forms can be obtained from Norfolk 
County Council Customer Service Centre on 

0544 800 8020. 
Email: admissions@norfolk.gov.uk 

 
Children born between 1st September 2013 and 

31st August 2014 can start school full time in 
September 2018 

 
It is important that you apply for a school place for 

your child, even if your child currently attends a 

nursery or you have an older child already 

at the school. 

School Choir Leader Needed 

The School is looking for a volunteer who would be prepared 
to organise and run our choir either during a lunchtime or 
after school on a regular weekly basis. 

The volunteer will have to successfully complete a DBS 
(Safeguarding checks) search.   

Interested? Please contact the school on  01553 810468. 
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LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 
Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

 
68 Manor Farm 
Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 
Mobile 077 88188706 

KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 

CAM-CLEAN 
Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  

For Free Estimates 

Call Malcolm on  
01553 810452 or 07890872285 

Please tell our advertisers that 

you found them in the Gossip 
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Fancy trying your hand at a bit of poetry or prose? Why not 

send us an item in good time for the next issue of the Gos-

sip. The deadline is 7 February. 

News from the Church 

Watlington Church Services 

At present there is a rota of services around Watlington, 

Runcton Holme, Wormegay and Tottenhill which are  

displayed on noticeboards around the village. Do come 

and join us. 

 

2017 Services 

December 10th  11.00am 

(Saturday) December 24th Candle-lit Christmas Eve 

Carol and Crib service at Watlington church: 3.30pm. 

Children are invited to bring a crib scene in a shoe box. 

Christmas morning service at Runcton Holme church: 

8.30am  

 

2018 Services all at 11.am 

January 21st February 18th, March 25th Palm Sunday 

when we are delighted to welcome the Bishop of Ely. 

 

For a calendar with dates and details of other church 

services as well as information about church-related 

activities and copies of weekly service sheets, please visit 

watlingtonbenefice.org.uk. 

Christmas Remembered 

by Eileen Haynes 

 

 “Fur and Feather” 

In the 1950’s I was child living in a Northamptonshire 

village.  Annually there would be a “Grand Whist Drive” 

- held just before Christmas - billed as “The Grand Fur 

and Feather”.  Players came from near and far - many 

cycled. 

Score cards were checked throughout the evening, 

ensuring they corresponded correctly to the opposing 

score card.  As players hoped to win their Christmas 

dinner, play would be very competitive; an extra point 

could be the difference between winning or losing. 

The village hall  would be full of hopeful players, the 

prizes donated by local farmers, butchers and 

businessmen were displayed on a large trestle table.   

No chilled, oven-ready to be seen!  The rabbits, fowl and 

gamebirds were in their natural glory of fur or feathers.  

Whether the winners had the work of skinning, plucking 

and the preparation for the pot I never knew—I expect 

each was proudly presented to another member of the 

family to do the necessary.   

 

Carol Singing 

 Denford, Northants  

On a still, dry evening close to Christmas Eve we children 

from the Church Sunday School would be taken by the 

Vicar and the teacher to sing carols around the village. 

Warmly clothed we held candles in jam jars and torches 

to light our way. There were no street lights and all 

curtains  would be tightly closed as central heating was 

only read about. Hopefully we sounded sweet and clear, 

there was no TV or suchlike to mask our efforts.   

The evening ended grouped around the water pump in 

the courtyard of a large house. On finishing our singing 

we were invited into the kitchen for mince pies and a 

welcome drink.  

 

Christmas Gifts 

In the 1930’s a relation of my mother had four children. 

One Christmas the daughter’s gift was a doll. Her three 

brothers received a tin drum, a penny whistle and a 

trumpet.  

I don’t know what the parents thought but their 

neighbours were not too pleased.  Well would you be at 

3am on Christmas morning? 

Since the  old Horse chestnut has been removed a great deal of 

tidying up has been done along the boundary wall.  The wall 

was covered in ivy, which takes a lot of elbow grease to  

completely clear. 
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“WOOF WOOF” 
(DOG CARE) 

Going On Holiday, A Weekend away or maybe illness  

Prevents you caring for your Best Friend? 
  WOOF, WOOF can help  

Your Dog will be lovingly cared for in our family home.  
 

Dog Hosting/Day Care/House Sitting/Walking 
Council Licenced and Insured  

 
To Discuss Requirements and Availablility 

PHONE:  BEVERLEY ON 01553 841856 

Bev@woofwoofdogcare.co.uk 

www.woofwoofdogcare.co.uk  

mailto:Bev@woofwoofdogcare.co.uk
http://www.woofwoofdogcare.co.uk
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Watlington Knit & Stitch Group  
We are always busy as there is so much 
need. There’s knee blankets for the homes 
and hospitals, trauma teddies to soothe 
children when distressed, twiddle muffs to help keep the 
hands occupied, very comforting for people with 
dementia, neck warmers and mittens for the homeless 
and lots of other things. If you need ideas, there are lots 
of patterns on the Norfolk Knitters and Stitchers website.  

We meet at 16 Warren Close, Watlington on the third 
Monday in the month, 2pm to 4pm.  I am very happy to 
receive items anytime! - also spare wool. 

Contact: Janet Jones 
01553 810868 

 

 

Thank you all so much for your support at the WI 

Annual Coffee Morning and Grand Draw held on the 

21st October to raise funds for the Norfolk Hospice, 

Tapping House.  We are  delighted to tell you we raised 

an amazing £800.00!!      

Many, many thanks. 

Brenda Redfern. 

 

The Angel  

Pre-Christmas Dinners  
Taking Christmas Day Bookings £58.00  

New Year Party  
Valentine Day Special  

Mothering Sunday Special  
Phone for Details  

 School Road,  
Watlington PE33 0HA 

Tel: 01553 811326 

Under New Management  

Live Music Events and Karaoke Nights   

Foody Theme Nights - Carvery Once a Week  
Locally Sourced Meat & Vegetables 

Watlington WI is a thriving group who enjoy lots of 
activities as well as interesting meetings.  There is a book 
club and craft group and several workshops each year 
from cooking to stained glass decorations and more.  We 
also try to organise outings during the warmer months.  

As part of our membership of the WI we receive a 
regular glossy magazine called “WI Life” which is full of 
interesting articles, interviews, craft ideas, recipes, 
gardening tips etc. A recent series of articles has been 
from grass roots WI members talking of their experience 
of their WI. It has been interesting to read what members 
wanted and what they get out of being in their WI.   

The WI is not just another “ladies group”, it is a national 
organisation and so can offer many more opportunities 
for friendship and learning. We have our serious side at 
times as we campaign on current issues such as ending 
the “Plastic Soup” that is blighting our environment and 
tackling loneliness.  We are not only about cake and jam. 

Our membership comes from several nearby villages, 
some of which used to have a WI of their own so don’t 
think you have to live in Watlington to join.  If you need 
a lift to meetings that can often be arranged. We also 
boast a varied age group which adds to the diversity of 
our meetings. You only have to be 18 to join.   

The WI programme for 2018 is complete and will be put 
onto the Watlington Norfolk website, as soon as 
possible. www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk – Women’s Institute.  
Why not check us out.  

Why not ring Marion, our Secretary, on 01553 810407 
and come along to see what we do.  

Brenda Leedell  
Vice President Watlington WI  

Below:   Several WI members attending a “Powertex” 

workshop at nearby Eau Brink in July.   

The Angel Watlington 

Watlington WI 

Sunday Carvery  
One Course £9.95    Under 12’s £7.95  

Two Courses £14.50  

Email: theangelbarandrestaurant@gmail.com 
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Your Parish Council News 

7 September 

 No applications had been received for the 2 

councillor vacancies. 

 Meeting times in future will be 7.15pm to allow for 

meet and greet. 

 It was noted that the railway station may be closed 

for a short while after Christmas to allow for 

essential engineering works.  

A bus shuttle service would be provided as 

replacement. Further information is awaited. 

 Council received information on the SAM2 portable 

traffic speed indicator that could be used the the 

village. Councillors agreed to seek out four 

locations to use the equipment and report back to 

Council. 

 The Chairman and Cllr Beeby have attended a 

Social Media training Course, but a whole council 

general training course was postponed until the 

Council has a full compliment of councillors. 

 The clerk advised that the external audit of the 

Council’s accounts had been completed and that 

no problems were reported. 

 Council was advised that a grant of £57000 has 

been awarded by Sport England towards the Multi 

Use Games Area (MUGA) planned for the 

Recreation Ground, to go with the £5000 grant 

from The Geoffrey Watling Charity and £7252.12 

already set aside by the Council. It was agreed that 

an extraordinary meeting of the Council should be 

held on 5 October to discuss the raising of a Public 

Works Loan Board grant, which would necessitate 

parish consultation and the preparing of a business 

plan. An offer of £1000 towards the project by The 

Gossip was also noted. 

 An independent survey had revealed that safety 

work was required on Oak and Willow trees on 

Langridge Circle and the silver birch on the Stone 

Close Play area. Council approved expenditure of 

£540 ex-VAT for the work. 

 Until the MUGA project situation was resolved it 

was agreed to delay minor low level repair works 

on play equipment. 

 Speedwatch has currently only 5 members so no 

monitoring sessions had taken place. 

 The new style on layout in The Gossip had been 

well received and was being continued. Council 

also agreed to do more to raise the Council’s pubic 

profile. 

 The clerk reported that NCC Highways reported 

that it was hoped to complete the trod between 

Watlington and Magdalen before Christmas.  

 Planning applications were reported. Access to 

details of applications are available on the Borough 

Council website. (west-norfolk.gov.uk and follow 

the links.) 

5 October (Extraordinary Meeting) 

 County Councillor Brian Long reported that the 

County Council has set up a ‘Local Members 

Highways Budget’ of £6000 to spend on highways 

works in their Division and encouraged the Council 

to bid for some of the funds. (There are 15 parish 

councils in the Fincham Division). 

 The Council has received parishioner 

representations about seeking further parking 

restrictions along Paige Close, Stone Close and 

John Davis Way. The Chairman agreed to contact 

those concerned, but it was noted that there are 

legal obstacles and NCCC Highways have rejected 

such plans in the past. 

 Two councillors have resigned from the Council but 

one application has been received. 

 The clerk circulated the Business Plan for the 

MUGA. After much discussion the Council agreed 

to apply for a Public Works Loan of £46,492.88 for 

up to 6 years, the repayments which would be met 

without increasing the parish council tax. [Please 

see page 18 for the full story of this major decision] 

17 October 

 The Council welcomed the scheme being planned 

for a Watlington Safari Park of 170 acres on the 

edge of the village. [Please see page 31 for more 

on the proposal] 

 A new computer has been installed at the 

Community Information Point in the PC Office. 

(Supplied by the Borough Council) 

 Mrs Stephanie Elderkin was co-opted onto the 

Council. 3 vacancies remain. 

 After receiving 2 tenders, the Edward Shouldham 

Charity Land was let for £150 for the year to Mr W 

Zipfell . 

 The Council agreed donations to  the Royal British 

Legion Wreath (£25.00), Citizens Advice Bureau 

(£20) and the Norfolk Accident Rescue Service 

(£20). 

 More discussion was held on the detailed 
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Reporting Dog Fouling  

Spotted somebody letting their dog foul and want to 
report it? Here’s who to contact: 

Jackie Squires at the Borough Council 
01553 616657 Ext 6657 

or jackie.squires@west-norfolk.gov.uk 

implementation of the MUGA project [Please see 

page  8 for the full story of this major decision] 

 All allotment plots are filled, with 2 people on the 

waiting list. 

 The start date for work on the completion of the 

trod link to Magdalen is delayed as approval is still 

awaited from Network Rail for works near the 

station. Once completed maintenance costs for the 

path will be shared by the two parishes. 

 A bid under the Parish Partnership scheme will be 

made for a SAM2 sign for four locations 

( Downham Road, Lynn Road, St Peters Road and 

Station Road) subject to the Highways Engineer’s 

approval. Bid for a  recycled bench to be placed at 

the bus stop by the BT Exchange in Downham 

Road was deferred on cost grounds. 

 NCC Highways are investigating  zigzag lines on 

the  Rectory Lane/Fen Road bend outside the 

School. Cllr Golding will advise local residents of  

the costs and possible problems of installing 

parking restrictions on John Davis Way. 

 Planning applications were reported. Access to 

details of applications are available on the Borough 

Council website. (west-norfolk.gov.uk and follow 

the links.) 

 

Interested in following up on any of theses news items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council 

meetings are available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is 

open Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 1pm.  

(Please call 01553 810777 to confirm that the 

office is open.) 

 Full contact details for the Parish Council and 

individual councillors is on page 34. 

 The next meetings of the Parish Council are on 

January 11th and February 22nd at 7pm in the 

Village Hall. 

Your Parish Council News 

The Borough Council has now updated our computer 

and scanning and printing facilities are available.  

Why not give it a try and save your travel costs as well.   

Local Information and Leaflets are available also.  

If you need help to use the computer please telephone in 

advance to make  sure someone is available to help you.  

Phone 01553 810777 when the office is open.  

You can bring your own device and use the free wifi.  
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 
  C L E A N I N G 
  Windows, Doors,   
    and  
   Framework  cleaned  

 Telephone: 01553 811252 
 [after 7.00 p.m.] 
 Mobile No. 07787 200334 
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West Norfolk Befriending 

West Norfolk Befriending works with socially isolated 

older people living in West Norfolk.  Many of our clients 

are socially isolated and unable to leave home, because of 

a long term physical or sensory disability, or due to their 

role as an unpaid family Carer. 

West Norfolk Befriending aims to reduce social isolation 

and improve life quality by matching isolated older people 

with a trained DBS checked, and fully inducted volunteer 

befriender, who will visit them on a regular basis. 

In order to receive the service an assessment is under-

taken at home, and then you will be introduced to a 

volunteer befriender.  All befrienders are reference and 

police checked a full induction is undertaken and ongoing 

support given. As part of the service volunteers will bring 

any relevant current information about other services for 

example Careline or other support organisations. 

At least twice a year a social event is held for all clients, 

volunteers’ staff and trustees. In January this was held 

courtesy of Sandringham Visitors Centre and a summer 

and Easter event is usually held in Dersingham Church 

Hall. 

If you are interested in receiving the service or supporting 

WNB through volunteering or raising funds please visit 

our website or contact the office.  

Pippa May, Chief Executive 

12 Thoresby College 
Queen Street 
King’s Lynn 
PE30 1HX 
01553 763500  

info@wnbefriending.org.uk 

www.wnbefriending.org.uk 

The Gossip has decided that in this and future issues 
of the magazine we will promote and support one local 
charity and therefore we have given a donation of 
£100 to  West Norfolk Befriending. If you would also 
like to donate then please contact the charity directly 
via the above details. 
We have already selected the charity for the next issue 
which will be The Norfolk & Norwich Association for 
The Blind. 

 

Dear Gossip Team  
 
Thank you so much 

for publishing our 

news article in the 

Autumn issue of the 

Watlington Gossip.  

As a small local charity we support quite a number of 

unpaid family carers who live in Watlington, and I think 

that there are more who don't know about WNC - so I 

hope that the article will be really helpful to them. 

 

I would also like to thank you very much for the donation 

that you sent. We are facing difficult times just now and I 

can't tell you how much your donation means to us. It 

means a lot. We will be able to continue supporting 

families and offering the valuable support they need at 

the most difficult and hard to bear times in their lives. 

Your donation will go toward ensuring that carers can 

receive one to one support, or a home visit, or access to 

one of our carers groups. 

Thank you so much for thoughtful support. 

 
Yours sincerely 
J.V. Evans,  Chief Executive Officer 
 
E-mail: info@westnorfolkcarers.org.uk   
Telephone:  01553 768155 

Watlington Preschool Charity 

baby and children’s second-

hand clothes and toys sale 

Watlington village hall 

Saturday 3rd February 

 10am-2pm 

raffle 

Refreshments available at  

just 50p each  

Tables are £10 each, to book please 

contact tracey on 07443584951 

 or tj.b13@hotmail.co.uk 
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WATLINGTON  PARISH COUNCIL  

PRESENTS TO YOU THE  MULTI USE GAMES AREA (MUGA) 

with GYM EQUIPMENT, TABLE TENNIS and STREET SNOOKER. 

The above project was conceived some years 

ago after the skate board park was removed. 

A survey was carried out by leafleting every 

household asking what recreation facilities 

they would like to see in the village. Of the 

replies received something for the whole 

family was asked for rather than just for 

youngsters. 

Plans were drawn up and quotes were 

sought but it seemed impossibly expensive in 

the region of £150,000. However, we 

decided to go for the ‘big one’ and see how 

things progressed and if funding was not 

obtainable we would cut back the scheme to 

fit what was available. After 2 years and almost giving up on the idea, £57,000 has been awarded by Sport England. With 

what we have already raised suddenly it seemed possible to achieve the dream!  

The scheme consists of equipment pictured opposite and above. Gym equipment, Table Tennis, Street Snooker, which is 

a target game, and the court itself which is marked for various ball games including basketball, netball, tennis and 

football.  It is surrounded by 3 metre high fencing and can be floodlit up to 10pm. The lights are directional and will not 

affect traffic or local residents. This area will also be for hire for private use. This will help to fund the upkeep and 

maintenance of the project.  

The cost of this scheme is £124,104 plus VAT (which can be reclaimed by the Council). As well as the  £57,000 from 

Sport England we have received £5,000 from Geoffrey Watling Fund, £1,500 from British Sugar and £1,000 from the 

Gossip plus approximately £10,000 from set aside funds. We have received support from Wright’s Motors, Middleton 

Aggregates, Clanpress and Hodson Office Supplies so far. The Council have also obtained a Public Works Loan of 

£46,492  over a 6 year period for which there has been no need to raise the precept to cover the repayments. This still 

leaves us needing roughly a further £3000. It is hoped to raise this by further donations, fundraising events and grant aid. 

In the main the funds raised for this project are only available to be spent on this scheme.  

As you may have seen construction has already started and it is hoped to complete it before Christmas depending on the 

weather. The Parish Council hope the residents of Watlington get as much pleasure from this facility as the Council has 

in bringing it to them. 

Street Lights 
You may have noticed that some of the street lights in 

Watlington are now white rather than yellow.  

The lights are gradually being changed to white lights 

(LED) and are funded by the Parish Council.  

It is estimated that the council will save over £1,700 a 

year on the cost of powering the parish owned village 

street lights. 

Council Chairman Jean Golding 

cutting the first turf 

Got A Power Cut? 
There is a new national number for power cuts 

Dial 105 
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Table Tennis can be enjoyed by all members 
of the family together 

Street Snooker is a patented target game using similar 
rules to snooker. 

The Cross Trainer is 
designed to give a cardio-
vascular workout, as well 
as improving muscle tone 
in the legs and arms.  

Hand Bike. This piece can be 
used by both able bodied users and 
wheelchair users. It is an excellent 
cardiovascular piece of equipment, 
toning up arms whilst improving 
muscle, stamina and endurance.  

The Spinning Bike. 
This cardiovascular piece 
of equipment works the 
lower body as well as 
heart and lungs.  

The Dips/Leg Raise has an improved tricep dip exercise on one side and the 
more inclusive leg raise exercise on the other. The leg raise exercises are an excellent 
way to improve your core strength. The Dips exercises are for the fitness fanatic 
who will visit the gym especially to use this strength piece. The dips improves the 
strength and tone of the upper body, in particular arms and shoulders.   
A great workout for the whole body from just one piece! 

The Recumbent Bike is ideal as a 
rehabilitation tool, keeping the back in a 
fixed position whilst working the lower body  

There is one other piece of bespoke equipment which 
combine the Abs bench and Oblique. The bench 
allows the user to produce sit ups, dips and inclined 
push ups whilst the Oblique is a popular piece with all 
ages - twist from side to side whilst holding the hand 
rest to work your core muscles. 
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News of a Publication 

As I have been writing short stories for The Watlington 

Gossip for two years, I thought it high time I introduced 

myself.  

I grew up in Bexley, Kent in a Victorian detached house 

with a large garden.  My father was a commercial artist in 

the West End and my mother and grandmother ran our 

boarding house. 

Being an only child for the first seven years of my life,  

I spent a lot of time on my own, using my imagination 

and drawing.  I hated school and was always told off for 

day-dreaming. At secondary school, I filled my rough 

notebooks with comic-strip stories for my classmates to 

read. Consequently, I didn’t want a job where I was stuck 

at a desk all day so I left school at sixteen and embarked 

on a hairdressing career in Bexleyheath.  

Two marriages and two children later saw me in 

Haddenham, Cambridgeshire. I offered my services at the 

local primary school where I listened to the children read 

and taught the year six children calligraphy – ironic for 

someone who had always hated school! This led me to 

become a paid member of staff as a learning support 

assistant. 

My husband retired in 2008 and we moved to Cornwall. 

Having given up work, I was twiddling my thumbs until I 

saw an advert for a six-week creative writing course. This 

opened up a whole new world for me. I wrote articles for 

Evergreen and This England magazines and had two 

historical short stories published in Cornish anthologies.  

We moved to Watlington in 2014. I wrote my memoir, 

titled, ‘No One Comes Close’ and published it this year. 

It is available in paperback and on Kindle at 

amazon.co.uk 

Julie Newman 

Julie meets Ron in 1966.  They have a brief relationship and lose touch 
after a misunderstanding, but she never forgets him. 
Fast forward to 1986. Julie is unhappily married. She sends Ron a 40th 

birthday card via his parents’ address and is overjoyed when he 

phones her from Sydney, Australia. 

After three clandestine meetings in London he  declares his love for 

her.  But can she leave her husband and daughter for a man she hardly 

knows?  

Meet The Author 
Julie will be giving an author talk and book-signing event on  

4 December at Downham Market Library. 
'Getting Your Book  Published' starts at 2pm. 

£2 including refreshments. Booking essential. 01366 383073. 

A Review of Julie’s Book 

We are very grateful to a member of the local WI 
Book Group for reading Julie’s book at very short 
notice and providing use with a review (which was 
done at a request from Julie). 

 

Is the past a territory best not revisited? 

"No One Comes Close" is a candid account of the 
events in the author's life reconstructed from her 
diary entries made at the time. 

Following a  brief and chaste teenage romance in 
1966 Julie still harbours feelings for her first love 
Ron. 

In 1987, bored with her marriage to the 
dependable but dull Mal, she sends a birthday card 
to Ron. It eventually reaches him in Australia. He 
responds and the couple agree to meet when he 
visits the UK.  

The book then chronicles the events from 
January to September 1987 from the first thrill 
of  clandestine meetings through to realisation of 
the impact on those around them and the inevitable 
feelings of guilt. 

Although this is the story from Julie’s point of view, 
I must admit to a certain extent my sympathies lay 
with the much maligned Mal and the couple's 
daughter caught up in the crossfire. 
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WATLINGTON BADMINTON CLUB 
Affiliated to Badminton England 

From 7pm Wednesday Evenings 
 in the Village Hall  

New players and would-be players welcome 

Contact John Church  

01553 810584 jbchurch@phonecoop.coop  

 There is no film in December, however the 2018 Season 

starts in January. 

At the time of publication the January and February 

films have not been confirmed but the dates are as 

follows: 

Saturday 20th January 

Saturday 17th February 

All films are shown in the Jubilee Hall and start at 

 7.30 pm (Doors open 7 pm). 

Tickets are £5 and refreshments are available. 

The films on offer to us are always recent releases as 

well as older ones so come along and enjoy and evening 

of entertainment, have a cuppa and a chat with friends. 

Full details of the films will appear 

on village notice boards and in the 

local press. 

Village Screen 

Watlington Young Players Watlington Players 

We returned in September after the summer break and 

have several new members who seem to be enjoying the 

Friday night sessions. Shortly, we will be rehearsing for 

our next presentation which will take place on Saturday 

and Sunday 21st and 22nd April. 

We hope to present a short play, The Wolf ‘n the Hood 

to be performed by some of our senior members and also 

the Broadway Junior version of Gilbert and Sullivan’s  

The Pirates of Penzance.  It is also hoped to enter the play in 

the Hunstanton Festival in July. 

On 17th November we will be holding our usual Mini Fair 

in aid of Children in Need.  We shall have the usual array 

of stalls, games, cakes and raffle.  I am always amazed by 

how much we manage to raise every year and also by the 

enthusiasm of the group in organising the event and 

coming up with fresh ideas. 

I shall let you know how well we did in the next edition 

of the Watlington Gossip. 

Penny Cooke  

The next show by the Watlington Players will be a  

pantomime version of The Wizard of Oz. 

A tornado sends the farmhouse occupied by Dorothy 

Gale on an impromptu flight to the land of Oz, where she 

encounters Munchkins, witches, a scarecrow, a tin man 

and a lion in her quest to find the Wizard of Oz and 

return to her home in Kansas. 

 

This will be staged from 4th – 6th January at 7.30pm, 

Watlington Village Hall. There will also be a 2.30pm 

matinee on the Saturday. 

Tickets will be £6 for children and concessions and £8 

for others. We hope to see you there! 

Please visit our page on Facebook or our website for 

more information – www.watlingtonplayers.com.  
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All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken 

Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  
and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

 Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

 CO alarms and Wireless controls  

 System upgrades and general plumbing  

 New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service Email: jggas@btinternet.com  

   CALL NOW ON:   
         Tel:   01553 812172 
         Mob: 07973 343926 
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You Can Help Us 

Please tell our advertisers if you found them 

in the Gossip.  

Watlington Wednesday Club Millennium Green Trust 

Watlington Wednesday Club has recently had its AGM 

attended by 24 people which we think is something of a 

record, but secretly wonder whether people thought they 

were coming to a different sort of meeting! (Our first 

AGM was in 1995) 

If we are getting forgetful, we seem to be enjoying it, as 

the year seems to have flown in a flurry of stimulating 

speakers, quizzical quizzes, flummoxing games like 

Bananagrams and Rummikub and several outings to 

nearby places of interest. A visit to Trues Yard is always 

interesting however many times one has been and 

Gooderstone Water gardens although past their best in 

August, in terms of flowering plants, was a haven of peace 

and reflection with quiet meandering walks ending of 

course in the tea shop. 

So, we now have our Christmas party in December and 

then 2018 with a new programme of meetings which has 

started to come together following a meeting of the new 

Committee. 

Janet Jones, Jean Greenhough, and Pat Miller continue as 

Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary respectively. Pat is 

assisted by husband Ron Miller who continues to look 

after the welfare of members. Marion Davies is assisting 

Jean as treasurer, other committee members are Ray Yare, 

Enid Campbell and Eileen Haynes who will be our 

representative on the Village Hall Committee; Barbara 

Church is Vice Chairman. 

We try to vary the programme to meet as many members’ 

suggestions as possible. 

Forthcoming meetings are held on the second and 

fourth Wednesdays of the month at 2pm in  

Watlington Village Hall unless another venue is 

advertised. 

December 10th 2pm Christmas Party including Vera’s Game 

January 10th 2pm Games Afternoon 

January 24th 2pm Jonathan Toye ‘Stow, the story of a tree’ 

February 14th 2pm Michael Curtis Fire Safety officer –  

 Safety in the Home 

February 28th 2pm Quiz and Pancakes 

We welcome new members and knowing that it is some-

times difficult to go somewhere different where you don’t 

know anyone. Do make contact if you would like to know 

a little more about the club or would like a lift to 

meetings. 

Barbara Church 01553 810584 

or barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

It has been a very good year for growing grass so we were 

getting desperate to cut and remove it to preserve the wild 

flowers for next year. We had a promise to have it cut and 

bailed which would have been ideal and everyone thought 

it would be good hay. It didn’t happen and we couldn’t 

find out why. 

Unfortunately, we had let down one of our regular  

supporters as he needed hay for horses. Luckily, the  

regular contractors had machines that cut the grass to a 

good length to help ease the work of raking up.  

Just at the right time we made contact with the Gaywood 

Valley Conservation Volunteers who agreed to come and 

help rake up probably several tons of grass and even cut 

back the hedges that had also enjoyed tremendous 

growth. A lesson in why you do not plant willows or 

sallows in your garden as they must have grown nearly 

four feet in a two years! 

The Gaywood Valley crew turned up, 24 volunteers, all 

retired, and proceeded to attack the hedges like ants on 

your Christmas cake. They could give a lesson in  

organisation to any group voluntary or professional. I was 

very impressed with their equipment -  proper hay rakes 

and forks; it does make a tremendous difference.  

We soon had a pile of clippings from the hedges and had 

organised a chipper from HSS hire to reduce it to 

manageable size. Unfortunately it was not available when 

we went to collect it and was not delivered until one 

o’clock and then just jammed up when we used it. On 

complaining HSS said it doesn’t work well with freshly 

cut wood! 

We then had fun stuffing all the clippings including 

brambles into a large heavy duty sack the size of a skip. 

The scars should heal by Christmas. Good job there 

wasn’t a swear box available or I would have been broke! 

A big well done to the Gaywood Valley crew, our own 

volunteers and helpers, (nice cakes Marion!) and The 

Angel for letting us use the car park. 

A plea to all who use the Angel Field. With the short 

grass it is now more accessible to dogs and children. 

Clean up after your dogs or you are putting children's 

health at risk. Thanks and enjoy the open space and fresh 

air. It is better with a group. Why not come and join us?  

Keith Leedell  

for the Millennium Green Trust 

Gaywood Valley Conservation Group 

If you want to know more about the work of the Gaywood 

Valley Conservation Group why not visit their website: 

 http://www.gaywoodconservation.btck.co.uk/   

or contact John Hayes on jshys48@gmail.com  
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WATLINGTON GARAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialist in accident and 
car body repairs 

 
  M.O.T. Welding and 
 M.O.T. Preparation 

 
Car Sales 

 
Downham Road  

Watlington 

King’s Lynn     

PE33 0HT 

TEL: 01553 811748 
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Watlington Preschool 

We really cannot believe we are writing our  

entry for the last “Gossip” of 2017.  We are very 
pleased to say we have had an excellent year at 
preschool.  We are full to capacity with  busy, happy 
children and we feel immensely proud of the group of 
30 plus children that we sent off to school in 

September.  

We have had lots of fun in the Autumn term taking 
walks, collecting leaves and using them for craft 
activities. We have been playing in our Under the 
Sea role play area, making poppies and doing lots of 

planting. We have planted pansies and Spring bulbs in 
the preschool garden (picture page 35) and we had a 
visit from friend of the preschool Katherine, who 
brought Spider plant cuttings and helped us plant 
them too. 

Our children and parents have been fantastically 
generous donating items for the Samaritans 
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal and we sent 11 boxes full 
to the brim of toys, toiletries, pens and books to be 
distributed to disadvantaged children for Christmas. 

By the time this in print we shall be seriously glitter 
covered and feeling very festive. We will have made 
lovely Christmas crafts and been preparing for our 
end of term Christmas celebration.  

We have also had another very special occasion this 

term.  We have planted a lovely tree in the preschool 
garden (donated by Sharon, Paul, Esme-Georgia and 
William Ward) in memory of our dear friend and 
colleague Vanessa Fisher. The tree is actually a 
“Vanessa” tree and will serve as a heartfelt and 

happy reminder of someone who was such a big part 
of ours and preschool’s lives for many years.  Many 
of Vanessa’s family came to join us and the 
children sang beautifully for them.  

So it only remains to say a huge thank you to every-

one who has supported us this year, parents and  
carers, the village community for supporting our 
fundraising events and our hardworking Management 
Committee.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all the 

staff and children at Watlington Preschool!    

The Vanessa Tree 
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     POOLE PLASTERING 
ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

 
 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Estimates Free  
 

5 Bure Close, Watlington,  Norfolk, PE33 0TN  

Telephone:  01553 810668 
 

Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader 
Approved by Age Concern 

 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 

HYPNOTHERAPIST  
& Master Practioner of N.L.P. 

Effective, Confidential and drug free at the sensible price of £45 

Addictions, allergies, obsessions, phobias,  
depression, weight/pain management, anxiety, 

post-traumatic stress, I.B.S., regression,  
hypochondria etc., etc. 

 

If you wonder if your particular condition can be  
helped call for a  chat.  

 

Life-Changing Family Constellation Workshop Weekends. 
 

Marion C. Ross, C.Hyp., C.M.H., M.P.N.L.P. 
6 Elizabeth Avenue, Downham Market, PE38 9EQ 

Tel: 01366 386136 - email: marion.ross1@ hotmail.co.uk 
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Watlington Football Club 

With the nights drawing in and the floodlights needing to be turned on, you can be assured 

that the winter is on its way. With what has been a hard summer in trying to gain improve-

ments for the club might now be in the process of paying off. 

We have been pursuing funding on several levels and were lucky enough to get involved 

with a bag for life with Tesco’s, the club has pushed and the club has delivered with parents 

and families tasking part with counting of the token being concluded on the 31st October - 

fingers crossed. 

We are also involved with Aviva; this is an online voting system and again we have pushed 

the message out and really hope we can get the same involvement. A lot of fingers being 

crossed for the next month or two. I would like to thank our secretary and funding coordinator Vicky Corielle who has 

put all the background work in to make this happen.  

The men’s first X1 have had a varied start but hopefully as time goes on they will start to string the results together to 

push on. This is never an easy league and with several Under 16’s joining was always going to be a year of finding their 

feet. The Under 16’s have settled in to men’s football and will hopefully continue to play for the future of the club. 

The Under 5-7 side have had a year together now with players coming and going but managed to get a consistent 

amount and it was muted  that they might join a league but after long talks it was felt they needed another year to get 

more numbers. They train on a Wednesday from 5:15 – 6:15 and has been a great success up to date. 

The U10’s have had a great start and after 8 games have only lost two. The players have competed in every game, with 

a smile and determination to the last. With a settled squad they are now starting to gel and friendships are starting to be 

built both on and off the pitch, this is what the game is all about. 

The U11’s Greens have also started well and having only lost one game so far. They are now finding their stride and 

again with consistency within the squad it is now paying off. 

The U11’s Yellows have had a tough start, having gone up to 9 a side playing with reduced numbers is very difficult  

but they have persevered and now with extra players are now beginning to compete.  

The U13’s have gained a few extra players this year and have had a great start to the year winning their first 4 games.  

In a tough league they are playing some good football and the players are really enjoying themselves in training as well 

as the games. 

The Under 14’s have two sides one who plays in the Mid Norfolk Youth which has now been amalgamated in to one 

division. The division is strong and it has not been an easy start but training is improving and this will only benefit the 

team on match days. They now have some games where they can show what they are capable of and hopefully this will 

push them on. 

The other Under 14’s have tried ventures new and are now competing in the Norfolk Youth Combination League.  

The venture has seen them start very brightly and so far are unbeaten in which is a very strong league. 

We are as a club getting stronger and again we have been very lucky in the 

area of sponsorship from several parents and work places in the local area. 

It would be very difficult for us to run at this level without this continued 

support. 

We would like to thank our sponsors who without we would truly struggle 

- The Swaffham Advertiser, The Downham Market Advertiser, British 

Sugar, Timpson’s, Rob and Marina Murfitt, Osborne And Kent, CGM, 

Sandtoft, SIG roofing, Autoleys & East Bilney Coachworks. 

We are always on the lookout for sponsors so if you know of any person 

or business that would like to donate please get in contact with us.  

Anything from match balls to kit would be greatly appreciated. 

We are always on the lookout for players so if you want to join this 

friendly club please contact me. 

Nathan McDonald 

nathanmcdonald36@aol.com 

Please Remember 

This is a game 

These are children 

The coaches are volunteers 

The referees are human 

Mistakes will happen 

Thank you for your cooperation 

 

Respect 
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The pound sterling claims the title of the oldest currency still in use, but what of its 

history? There are several different accounts, so I’ve matched together some of the 

main similarities. Incidentally, all interpretations acknowledge that the 1983 £1 coin 

is not the first time it was issued in Britain.  Let's start at the beginning ...  

Offa, King of the Anglo-Saxons is credited with introducing a system of coins to  
England in the late 8th Century. Fine (pure) silver pennies were inscribed with his 
name and these became the standard coinage across the land.  

240 pennies were equal to one pound in weight – though this was not accurate because the weights of 
coins were inconsistent. These pure coins were circulated for almost 400 years, until King Henry II 
introduced new coins in 1158. These were made from an alloy of silver mixed with a small proportion of 
copper (allowing the composition to be more resilient) and became known as sterling silver. The terms 
"sterling" and "pound sterling", have acquired their meaning over a period of time. The first mention is 
that of sterilensis in 1078, and by the 13th century the term sterling had appeared.  

Some think that sterling originated from the Old Norman French esterlin (meaning 
little star). In fact, some of the original coins bore a star symbol on their faces.  
Others believe that ‘sterling’ emerged from the Old English stiere, meaning strong.  

British currency remained silver right up until 1344, when Edward lll introduced the 
gold florin. The percentage of silver in the coinage continued to fluctuate throughout 
the Tudor reign, but silver still remained the basis for legal tender. Paper money was 
introduced in 1694 and soon the legal basis changed to gold. The shilling was intro-
duced in 1487 and the pound in 1489 when Henry VII approved a hammered gold 
coin, the sovereign, which was issued with the value of one pound. Both the shilling 
and the sovereign were extremely important coins in the history of the British 
Pound. The pre-decimal currency system consisted of a pound of 20 shillings or 240 
pence. 

Paper currency itself appeared in the late 17th century but the £1 note would not 
appear until a century later. It is thought that King William III created the Bank of 
England so that he could go to war with France. The Bank of England is said to be 
the first central bank in history, but the fact King William III thought he could cre-
ate his own bank to finance his wars shows that the pound has not only been the 
currency of the people, but it was a way for the monarch to live out his dreams.  

The value of these notes (so called because they were – and still are - a piece of paper money, constituting a central bank's  
promissory note to pay a stated sum to the bearer on demand) was based on gold. During 1816, gold was officially adopted as 
the standard and silver money was reduced to “tokens”, meaning they were no longer worth their weight in silver. As other 
countries, during the 19th and 20th centuries, adopted the gold standard, it became very easy to work out currency  
conversions between countries. In 1817, the ‘modern’ sovereign was introduced with a nominal value of one pound; it was 
used as a £1 coin up until the middle of The Great War after which time it was gradually replaced by the £1 banknote. The gold 
sovereign is still issued today – in fact, celebrating its 200th Anniversary this very year - commanding a current face value of 
around £250. The sovereign is usually bought by investors and coin collectors.  

In 1983, the Chancellor, Nigel Lawson, introduced the £1 coin to replace the one pound banknotes (first issued 
in 1797). The £1 paper banknotes couldn't withstand the amount of use and within just six months, they 
quickly became tattered and torn. The round pound coin struck in nickel-brass offered a replacement which 
would be durable, easy to handle and cheaper to create.  

In March of this year, the round pound was replaced by a twelve-sided version – October saw the last opportunity to spend the 
old coins at the shops (though for the time being, high street banks will swap them for new currency). One of the main reasons 
for changing the design was to make it harder to forge; it is estimated that around 3% of the old pound coins are actually 
counterfeit! Harsh penalties were imposed on those found guilty of counterfeiting in days gone past: William Chaloner was 
sentenced to death after being brought to justice by the then Master of the Mint, Sir Isaac Newton (seen on the back of the 
1978 £1 pictured above).  

While the British Pound has seen many variations during the centuries, it has remained a staple and oftentimes the strongest 
currency in the world. As for the future – who knows? Almost 300 years ago, it was Lord Chesterfield who wrote to a friend 
saying that he knew a fellow who was known for saying, ‘Take care of the pence; for the pounds will take care of themselves’. 
The covetous chap was one William Lowndes, the British Secretary of the Treasury, 1696–1724. Ironically, though leaving us 
with this long-standing piece of advice, Lowndes never needed to ‘look after the pennies’, for he was a wealthy man with a very 
privileged upbringing!  

Andy Prior 
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Christmas 

A Wry Look at those Traditions 

The 25th of December as you all know is when Christians 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and we all hope for a 

happy Christmas and peaceful New Year and exchange 

gifts. Why is it this date as Christ’s actual birthdate is hard 

to determine. 

You will not be surprised to know the Romans had a 

hand in it. They decided that the winter solstice would be 

on the 25th even though it is actually earlier. There was 

also the feast of Saturnalia, mid-winter, and the birthday 

of the Sun god Mithra on this date. Sunday comes from 

this. Constantine, the first Christian Emperor, made this a 

Christian celebration  but it was several hundred years 

before the church declared this to be Christ’s birthday.  

We use a lot of pagan symbols in our Christmas celebra-

tions, bringing holly, ivy and fir trees into the house. 

There is the yule log, Norwegian for Christmas, and now 

made of chocolate but used to be a large log on the fire to 

burn for the whole of the feasting time. 

Christian symbols have been adapted such as advent 

which involved fasting and prayer during four weeks 

before Christmas. Now it’s chocolate calendars for 24 

days, but I have seen some for Pringles, tea and 

cosmetics!  

We exchange gifts on the 25th except Sweden and 

Portugal on the 24th, Belgium and Germany on 6th 

December, Holland on the 5th December and Spain on 

the 6th January.  There are many more variations. 

Also the person who delivers the gifts.  We have Father 

Christmas or Santa Claus. There are alternatives. In 

Holland they also have Saint Nicholas, in Germany the 

Christkind or Christ child, in Spain the wise men and Italy 

an old lady Bafana. Kris Kringle came from Cristkind. 

Santa Claus comes from the Dutch Sinterklass. Coca Cola 

did not invent Santa or give him the red cloak, just a 

bigger advertising budget! 

We send Christmas cards thanks to the new postmaster 

Henry Cole to promote the penny post in 1843. We got 

crackers in 1850 from sweet maker Tom Smith who put 

his sweets in a tube but they weren’t a success until he 

added the BANG. The Gossip editor added the terrible 

jokes. (Oh no he didn’t!)  

The paper crowns represent the King and Queen of 

mischief from Twelfth Night celebrations.  We then have 

the twelve days of Christmas as we know from the song 

my true love gave to me. They are really dedicated to 

saints such as Saint Stephen on the 26th, as in the feast of 

Stephen in the carol good King Wenceslas when he set 

out to aid a poor peasant on a cruel night. We need more 

like him. On Twelfth Night we take down the decorations 

and think of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night play. A cross 

dressing comedy of mayhem and lust. Nothing new there 

then......  

Zimtsterne 
Zimtsterne are a popular type of Christmas biscuit 

from Germany. Taking the German word for 

cinnamon (Zimt) and Stern, meaning star,  

traditional Zimtsterne are made from ground nuts 

- usually almonds, icing 

sugar and a generous 

sprinkling of surely the 

most Christmassy of all 

spices … cinnamon!  

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

350g ground almonds 

3 egg whites 

250g icing sugar plus extra for decoration 

10g ground cinnamon 

 

Preheat the oven to 140°C. 

Method 

Whip the egg whites in a clean bowl until stiff. 

Sift the icing sugar and gradually fold it under 

the egg whites.  

Reserve and put aside 2 heaped tablespoons 

of this mixture.  

Gently stir the almonds and cinnamon into 

the egg mixture. 

Sprinkle the work surface with icing sugar.  

 

Roll out the mixture to about ¼ inch thick.  

Cut out biscuits using a star cutter and place them 

on a baking sheet lined with greaseproof paper. 

Dip the cutter into the icing sugar from time to 

time to stop the mixture from sticking to it.  

 

Brush each star with a little of the reserved 

 egg mixture. 

 

Bake for about 30 minutes until crisp on the  

outside. The cookies should still be a little soft in 

the centre - yum! 
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  

The monies collected in the charity box on the counter 
in the Watlington Post Office Store are donated 
specifically to local charities. 

Aug 2017  £66 Village Screen Project 
Sept 2017 £74 Watlington Parish Church Funds 
Oct  2017 £82 Watlington Preschool 

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

Community Noticeboard 

Norfolk County Council 

Highways Rangers 

The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway 

maintenance and streetscene improvements. 

These can include: 

 Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road 

or footway 

 Clearing mud and soil from the road (non 

urgent) 

 Hand sweeping roads or pavements 

 Soil and seeding verges 

 Cutting verge grass 

 Cleaning out highways ditches, gullies and 

offlets 

 Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts 

 Repairing minor kerb damage and footway 

surface defects 

 Basic repairing, removing obstruction and 

some cutting and clearing where necessary on 

adopted networks 

Please contact the Parish Clerk know if there are 

any areas which you feel should be reported. 

(Contact details page 34) 

More information on LILY and NCHC will be 

available at the Rainbow Café on  26 January 2018 

and on  23 February we have Careline Community 

Services and Care & Repair which includes the  

adaptation and handyperson service.     

  www.careandrepair-wn.org 

Watlington Village Hall 200 Club  

There are still some numbers available  

Cost £1 per month  - several prizes each draw 

Contact:    01553 810848 



 

31 

Why not publicise your club or organisation events. The  

Gossip is delivered free to all homes in the parish! 

SCOUTS and GUIDES 
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Beavers , Cubs 

and Scouts 
Contact: Bob Keens (01553 810855 / 

b.keens@hotmail.com). 

 
Beavers (6-8 year olds) meet on Mondays 6 - 7.15pm; 
Cubs (8 - 10.5 year olds) meets on Wednesday 6.30-8pm 
Scouts (10.5 - 14 year olds). Currently closed. A new 
leader is required - Contact Bob Keens (details above). 
 
Rainbows. For girls aged five to seven. Currently closed. 
A new leader is required. 
Brownies. 6-7.15pm Thursdays. Contact: Brown Owl 
(Mandy Randle; 01366 388554 / mark.randle@tesco.net). 
Guides. Meet at Runcton Holme Scout Hut 7.30-9pm 

Thursdays.  

Contact: Guide Leader (Sarah Mack; 01366 501942 /  

sarahjmack@hotmail.co.uk). 

All meetings at Runcton Holme Scout Hut next to the 

school in Runcton Holme.  

 

Please Contact: The LIST/FALLS Service  

St James Clinic, Extons Road  
Kings Lynn  PE30 5NU  

Tel: 01553 668673 
E-mail: list.falls@nchc.nhs.uk  

There will be a representative from NCHC at 
the Rainbow Café on 26 January 2018 

Watlington Safari Park 
Plans are being drawn up by Edward Pope for a Safari 

Park covering 170 acres on the edge of the village. The 

site boundary will be north of Thieves Bridge Road, east 

of Mill Road, Plough Lane and Lynn Road and then west 

of the C51 Road to Tottenhill. 

Mr Pope has a vision ‘to create an inspirational centre for 

education, a visitor experience that people can enjoy and 

a site for extraordinary wildlife encounters.’ He is 

passionate about the conservation of endangered animals 

and wild birds and for several years provided a refugee 

programme for deer and antelope. 

Mr Pope wants the park to offer a chance to experience 

non-predatory wildlife in a natural environment, including 

markhor, zebra, ibex and wildebeest, along with great  

bustard and flamingos and many more. 

There will be a main visitor centre (The Stingray), which 

will have extensive views over the site, an education 

room, cafe and function facilities. For a closer experience 

with the wildlife, visitors will be able to board trailers 

giving tours around the park. 

Another site building is The Lodge, which will provide 

facilities for functions and education events, along with 

two small holidays lets. Further accommodation will be 

provided in 10 Log Cabins. 

Visitor numbers will be limited by car park capacity and 

an on-line booking system. Mr Pope has estimated that 

first year visitor numbers will be around 20,000 including 

education visits from local schools. The Park will create 

14 full time jobs as well as part-time opportunities. 

The proposal will of course be subject to a planning 

application, which means very close scrutiny of the 

project by the Parish Council, the Borough Council and 

County Council Highways as well as other statutory 

bodies. At this stage, the Parish Council has broadly 

welcomed the scheme. 

Some early questions have been raised - the car park 

being near to houses in Mill Road, the opening hours, 

whether the 20,000 visitors is just over the summer 

months, the impact of traffic through the village if not 

arriving via the A10, noise levels from site activity. These 

and other issues will need to be carefully considered 

during the planning process. 

As of the time of writing the planning application has not 

been lodged, but when available you can make your 

comments known via https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/

info/20077/planning_applications or at the relevant Parish 

Council meeting. No computer? Why not use the Village 

Office CIP service. See page 19. 
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  
Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 
Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 
Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  

Mobile 07930718183 

St Marys Bed and Breakfast 
St Marys Lodge,  Church Road 

Wiggenhall St Mary,  King’s Lynn,  PE34 3EH 
4 star accommodation  

in comfortable and peaceful surroundings 

Fully Ensuite Rooms 

WiFi      Safe Car Parking 

Contact Simon or Scilla Ash 

Tel: 01553 617469       Mob:  0777 165 8422 

scillaash@hotmail.co.uk 

www.stmarysbandb.co.uk  

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating - Interior/Exterior 

Roof cleaning - sealing and colouring 

Tel:  0771 2893277 

email:  skservices66@gmail.com 

Qualified Chiropodist 
HPC Registered. 

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.C.Ha. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. 

Tel: 01366 388839 / 01553 691574 

Home visits available in the  

Downham Market, King's Lynn  

and surrounding areas,  

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas! 

On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Pick up a guide for the TV 
 
On the second day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Better get some beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the third day of Christmas my true love said to me 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the fourth day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the fifth day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Get some gin 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the sixth day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Have you bought a turkey? 
Get some gin 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Hope you’ve got the cranberry 
Have you bought a turkey? 
Get some gin 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the eighth day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Are the presents wrapped dear? 
Hope you’ve got the cranberry 
Have you bought a turkey? 
Get some gin 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the ninth day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Mother’s coming for the whole week 
Are the presents wrapped dear? 
Hope you’ve got the cranberry 
Have you bought a turkey? 

Get some gin 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
 
 

 

On the tenth day of Christmas my true love said to me 
I’ve asked some friends round 
Mother’s coming for the whole week 
Are the presents wrapped dear? 
Hope you’ve got the cranberry 
Have you bought a turkey? 
Get some gin 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love said to me 
You’re not very chatty 
 I’ve asked some friends round 
Mother’s coming for the whole week 
Are the presents wrapped dear? 
Hope you’ve got the cranberry 
Have you bought a turkey? 
Get some gin 
Don’t forget sprouts 
I’m off out 
Get some more beer 
And remember the guide for TV 
 
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love said to me 
Shouldn’t you get up dear 
Turkey needs cooking  
I had had enough 
Handed him my pinny 
 
Unwrapped my presents 
Went out for lunch 
He burned the turkey  
And forgot the stuffing 
And the sprouts were hard 
No Christmas crackers 
I had drunk the beer 
And I don’t think he’ll try that next year!  

Elaine Carpenter 

P.S. Disclaimer - this bears no to my own experiences  

- all characters are fictitious. 

A Visual Guide to the Ingredients Required! 

Red 

Green 

Real 

Well cooked Ah! 
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December 2017 

02 - Church Christmas Craft Fayre 10am - 2pm 

03 - Pre-School Xmas Craft Fayre 10am - 2pm 

12 - WI: Christmas Celebrations and Flower Arranging  

24 - Candlelit Carol and Crib Service 3.30pm  

15 - Rainbow Café 09.30-Noon 

January 2018 

04 to 06 - Players The Wizard of Oz 7.30pm and 2.30  

matinee on Saturday 

09 - WI: Costa Rica with Neil Coe  

11 - Parish Council 7.15pm  

20 - Village Screen tba 7.30pm 

26 - Rainbow Café with LILY & NCHC 

February 2018 

03 - Preschool Sale morning 10am to 2pm 

07 - Gossip 77 Deadline 

13 - WI: Hypnotherapy with Karen 

17 - Village Screen tba 7.30pm 

22 - Parish Council 7.15pm  

23 - Rainbow Café with Careline  

 

Church Services on Page 11 

Wednesday Club Events listing on Page 23 

Email events to watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Don’t forget the village website at  

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)   Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF 01366 502165  

/ 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

Ms R Beeby  01553 811999 rachel_e_beeby@hotmail.co.uk  

Mrs T Bradley  01553 811243 terrytab52@icloud.com 

Mrs S Elderkin  01553 810117   stephanieelderkin67@gmail.com 

Mrs J Golding  01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Ms A King  01553 810431 alexandraking@yahoo.co.uk 

Mrs B Leedell 01553 810848 kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr A Prior   01553 810863 priorap1@gmail.com 

Mr A Wiles  01553 810555 alan.p.wiles@btopenworld.com 

(3 vacancies) 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Peter Hodson 01366 382727 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long 01945 430169 

Elizabeth Truss MP:  01842 766155  

elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk 

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Pre-School: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: 07731 946668  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant 01553 811326 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 0800 783 8838 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Regular Club Bookings at the Village Hall 

Badminton: Weekly  Wednesday Evening   01553 810584 

                               

Carpet Bowls: Weekly  Tuesday Evening & 

 Thursday Morning         01553 811439 

 

Short Mat Bowls:  Weekly  Monday Evening & 

 Friday Afternoon           01553 813400 

 

Under5s: Weekly    Wednesday Morning    07731 946668 

 

Wednesday Club:   Fortnightly     Wednesday Afternoon                                      

 01553 810584 

 

WI: Monthly   Tuesday Evening     01553 810407 

 

Watlington Players: Weekly   Friday Evenings 

                                                     

Watlington Young Players:  Weekly   Friday Evening                                                    

 01553 810732 
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Our Picture Selection 

David Cox and the U11s Greens receiving a 
cheque for £600 towards the floodlights from 
Stuart Griffin of British Sugar. 

Gaywood Valley Conservation Group at the 
  Millennium Green. 

Preschool bulb planting. 

The Millennium Green in autumn. 

Autumn in the village 

The Wednesday Club’s annual  Croquet match at 
Stow Hall Gardens . 
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