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Our Treatments are covered by  
Health Care Insurers  

Ask about our Home Visit Service  

Natalie May 

Tel: 01406 364482      Mob: 07817 592853 
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The Watlington Community Magazine is compiled by 

volunteers from the village and relies upon advertisers for 

its continued funding. The committee does not accept any 

responsibility for the accuracy or otherwise of any article or 

advertisement appearing in the pages of the Gossip, nor 

does it necessarily agree with any of the viewpoints 

expressed by our contributors in articles  or other items 

published in these pages. 

Guidance Notes for Contributors  

Please keep your articles to around 500 words (1/2 page) or 

1000 words (full page). This will be reduced by about 125 

words if a photograph or drawing is to be included.  Please 

send photographs and advertisements in jpg format. Sorry, 

we do not accept ‘advertising features’ or insert adverts. 

Front Cover 

Gossip Team, Tim Hatfull 

Copyright remains with the individual 

Printed by Clanpress Ltd 

Deadline for the Next Issue 

The deadline for Issue 76 of the Watlington Gossip is 7th 

November for delivery at the beginning of December 2017. 

Follow us on Facebook Watlington Gossip. 

You can leave comments and items for future 

issues of the magazine.  

This has been a very challenging summer in the UK - 

the Grenfell Tower disaster, the acts of terrorism in  
Manchester and London taking many innocent lives - 
and the obvious political fracture across the nation. On 
the international scene the tensions remain high in a 
number of countries and regions. 
 
And yet …. and yet, the normal life of the nation and in 
the village goes on. We have had a summer of major 
sporting events taking place, including some triumphs 
along the way, particularly in cricket, there has been the 
usual totally unpredictable British weather, and in the 
village the Grand Fete and Church Flower Festival took 
place with great success. 
 

Now we look forward to the coming seasonal change, to 
the colours of autumn, giving way to the excitement 
leading up to Chr ....... Crickey! I nearly mentioned the 
word in August! Anyway the theme we have for this issue 
is colour. Hope you enjoy the magazine and a possible 
late burst of summer.  
[The 6 smaller photos (all local) on the cover are, anticlockwise: 
1) Clematis seed head 2) An emerging Southern Hawker 
3) Grand Fete scene 4) Grand Fete Punch and July 
5) Grand Fete Opening 6) Church Flower Festival] 

75 and Still Counting 

With this edition of the Gossip we come to publication 

75. A time to thank all who have contributed, advertised, 

distributed and editorialised over the years. But what 

about 75 years, rather than quarter years, ago and what 

might be going on in 75 years time? 

 

75 years ago September 1942 saw the third anniversary 

of World War 2. That month saw the sinking of the RMS 

Laconia by a torpedo from U-Boat 156. The ship went 

down with an estimated loss of 1658 lives - 58 crew, 133 

passengers, 33 Polish Guards and 1394 Italian prisoners 

of war. 

The U-Boat Commander Werner Hartenstein started  

rescue operations. broadcasting their humanitarian intent 

on open radio channels to all Allied forces in the area, and 

were joined by the crews of several other U-boats in the 

vicinity.  However, the U-boat was spotted by a USAAF 

B-24 Liberator bomber. The pilots, having reported the 

U-boat's location, intentions, and the presence of 

survivors, were ordered to attack the sub. The B-24 killed 

dozens of Laconia's survivors with bombs and strafing 

attacks, forcing U-156 to cast their remaining survivors 

into the sea and crash dive to avoid being destroyed.  

 The event changed the general attitude of Germany's 

naval personnel towards rescuing stranded Allied seamen.  

The "Laconia Order" by Grand Admiral Karl Dönitz, 

which specifically forbade any such attempt, thus 

ushering in unrestricted submarine warfare.  

During the later Nuremberg Trials an attempt to cite the 

Laconia Order as proof of war crimes by Dönitz and his 

submariners backfired badly when the full story of the 

incident emerged. 

Commander Hartenstein and whole crew of U-156 were 

killed in March 1943 when their vessel was sunk. 

 

1942 saw the release of one of all time great films,  

Casablanca, starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid 

Bergman. If you haven’t seen this you are in for a treat. 

Look out for the great supporting cast, particularly Claude 

Rains and Sydney Greenstreet. Look out for those famous 

phrases (‘Round up the usual suspects’) and how the 

music of Max Steiner is integral to the film. 

 

75 years forward (2092) The Watlington Gossip reports 

that passengers waiting at the new Hyper-Rail station at 

South Lynn Suburban Station No. 2  (Watlington) greeted 

with derision the news that an all day half hourly service 

would shortly be introduced ; some old hands reported 

that this had been promised for the last 75 years!  

The passengers were in generally good spirits, however,  

as the start of September saw daytimes temperatures drop 

below 35c for the first time since early June.  

Fantasy? Maybe. 
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News and Views from Around the Village 

Reporting Dog Fouling  

Spotted somebody letting their dog foul and want to 
report it? Here’s who to contact: 

Jackie Squires at the Borough Council 
01553 616657 Ext 6657 

or jackie.squires@west-norfolk.gov.uk 

Fete Funds 

At a recent meeting of the Fete working group, we 

decided to donate the profit of £1200 from the Fete to 

four village groups:  the Millennium Green, the Church, 

Watlington School PTA and the defibrillator fund.  All 

four will get £300 each.   

This total would not have been reached without the kind 

donation from The Gossip of £90 which covered the cost 

of the sports medals and rosettes for the dog show. 

So on behalf of the Village Fete Working Group, I would 

like to pass on our gratitude to all those involved with 

The Watlington Gossip. 

Penny Cooke 

[Ed - Apparently the Editor’s idea of giving medals to the dogs and 

rosettes to the owners didn’t take.  

The funds we are able to give to support local causes comes from our 

advertising revenue, so please don’t forget to mention you found them 

in the Gossip when contacting an advertiser.] 

New Trains 

If you have used the local rail network since the middle of 

May you will have noticed that the line has a new fleet of 

trains - Class 387 - taking over from the aging Class 365 

units. There has been some criticism, such as the seats 

being too hard and the trains being more cramped. 

There are some distinct advantages to the new trains - 

they give a much smoother ride (much needed on the still 

very uneven ride to Lynn), have air-conditioning  (no 

more sitting in a draught when just one person at the 

front of the carriage decided to have the window open in 

the middle of winter!), the doors shut automatically 

(avoiding the cold in winter) and the trains will offer free 

wi-fi. 

Those lucky enough to afford First Class have been seen 

struggling to find the appropriate seating. The First Class 

is no longer at the extreme front and back but can be 

spotted by the yellow band running along the top of the 

side of the train.  

Why not let us know what you think of the new trains, 

especially if you have a longer commute. 

Some of the old Class 365 trains have been retained by 

Great Northern for use at peak times between King’s 

Cross and Peterborough 

Are These Yours? 

A child’s black zipped purse and a tartan ribbon bow 

slide, probably purchased on the day, were left at the Fete. 

If either is yours please contact Penny Cooke on 01553 

810732 



 

5 

News and Views from Around the Village 

WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE 
Vacancies for Parish Councillors 

The Parish Council currently has two vacancies for Parish 

Councillors to bring  the Council up to their allocated 

number of eleven.  If you would be interested or would like 

further information please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Contact details on page 34. 

Changes To Food Waste Collection 

It is important that food waste is wrapped or placed in a 

bag when putting it into the outdoor food waste bin as 

this helps to prevent food waste from sticking to the bin 

and keeps the bin cleaner.  

Changes to the way that the food waste collect is 

processed mean that you can use any of the following 

to put your food waste in or to line your bin: 

 plastic carrier bags 

 old fruit or vegetable bags 

 cereal box liners 

 any polythene bags 

 newspaper 

 or you can continue to use any compostable bags 

you may have 

Bins that contain food waste that has not been wrapped 

or placed in a bag may not be emptied by the collection 

crews. 

As there is no longer a requirement to use compostable 

caddy liners, the Borough Council will no longer stocking 

them for sale. 

New Mobile Masts 

What do you think of the 

new mobile masts near the 

railway station? They do 

rather dominate the local 

skyline.  

The strange thing is that my 

mobile signal is no better, 

and at times worse, since the 

new installations! At times 

my calls from inside the 

house are routed via the 

wi-fi. It works, but sending 

a text message is fiddly. 

How good a reception do 

you get in the village? 

Annoying Reminders! 

Us older and some younger folk have often receive 

invitations for a routine mammogram, smear, prostate or 

poo stick (as I call them) testing. I know some folk think 

‘Oh I can’t be bothered’ or I don’t have time or am too 

embarrassed.    PLEASE THINK AGAIN. 

I recently had a routine mammogram which showed 

a tiny tumour which I would never have found on self 

examination in a month of Sundays. I have had it 

removed, am having a few weeks of radiotherapy at 

Addenbrooks (think of the shopping afterwards!!) and 

have to take a tiny pill for a few years; what’s one more 

added to the collection I already take. 

Please benefit from my experience and don’t ignore these 

reminders.  It is surprising when talking to people about 

my experience how many people have also had cancer, 

been treated and are now fine because it has been caught 

early due to these tests. 

Jean Golding 

 

[Ed - Our grateful Thanks to Jean for sharing this and a timely 

reminder for us all of whatever age.] 
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The true flu is a very dangerous disease. We will be 

running Saturday morning clinics on 14th October 

and 18th November. Please book with reception from 

early September.  

Whilst there are almost daily stories about how the NHS 

is buckling under constant pressure and increased 

demand, Watlington Medical Centre is very proud that 

we are still able to offer our patients access to doctors or 

Advanced Nurse Practitioners on a daily basis. 

On occasions we may not be able to offer you an 

appointment with the doctor of your choice at the time 

of your choosing, as we have prioritized the demand for 

patients who have requested same day appointments. 

There is no easy answer to how we can continue to 

provide access to all patients but we have found our 

telephone triage system allows us to assess the problems 

and provide a timely appointment. We thank you for 

assisting us with this. 

We are moving with the times and our new robotics 

system is being installed in our dispensary and this should 

streamline our medicines supply service and hopefully 

free up more time for our pharmacy team to assist with 

medication reviews and continue to provide smoking 

cessation services. We are very proud that Watlington 

Pharmacy has the highest success rate throughout 

Norfolk for smoking cessation. Well done to the team.  

Dr Philip Koopowitz   August 2017 

News From The Medical Centre 

Volunteering enriches the soul  

As I am writing this, I reflect on my busman’s holiday as 

the volunteer medic on an activity holiday for Disabled 

adults in Devon. I am truly impressed by the other 

volunteers, who have given up their holidays to assist 

people with disabilities ranging from severe quadriplegia 

to Down’s Syndrome. The age range of the helpers is 

18-60 with the majority being students or newly qualified. 

None are carers in their normal lives, yet they have 

immediately adapted to the needs of others, and are 

constantly looking out to see who needs help with 

feeding, moving or assistance with floating in a swimming 

pool. I have asked most of the helpers what they get out 

of the holiday and without hesitating they respond that 

the pleasure they get from seeing the delight and sense 

of achievement in the people they are helping is their 

greatest joy. 

These are ordinary people who have volunteered and 

obtained a huge sense of satisfaction from being able to 

help in an environment which they are not used to.  

With all the negative stories in our media, it gives great 

hope that we are still able to take time to assist our fellow 

humans.  

It does not take a lot to volunteer and there are plenty of 

charities that are constantly looking out for helpers, some 

on a once off basis and others looking for a greater 

commitment. Age should not be a factor and I would 

encourage people to not wait until they retire before 

looking for opportunities to volunteer. Get involved and 

help- you may be surprised by the sense of achievement 

you yourself can attain through spending a little of your 

time helping others.  

With Autumn approaching, we are heading into Flu jab 

season. We actively encourage as many of our patients to 

have a flu jab, especially those ages over 65 or those who 

have chronic diseases. You might be offered a Flu jab by 

a pharmacy and although we would encourage you to 

have a jab, please ensure you let us know as we have 

access to your medical records and need to keep them 

up to date. 

We have enough flu jabs ordered to ensure we can 

vaccinate all vulnerable patients and those that request it. 

If you are a carer, looking after someone, on a paid or 

unpaid basis, you qualify for a free flu jab. This would 

help us reduce the risk of passing flu on to our vulnerable 

community. 

The Influenza vaccination campaign has been extended to 

children and over time the age group of children being 

offered the nasal vaccine will be extended. Please can you 

ensure you get your children vaccinated so as to avoid an 

influenza epidemic.  
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 Michael Pellizzaro 
 

 St. Ann’s House,  St. Ann’s Street,  King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 1LT  

 Tel: 01553 767705  Fax:01553 763035  Mobile: 07961979961 

 E-mail: michael@mpand.co.uk        Web: www.mpand.co.uk 
 

    ACCOUNTANTS                     BUSINESS  CONSULTANTS                    TAX  ADVISERS            

   Knots  Timber 

 38 High Street, Downham Market -  Tel: 01366 384926 

                     Open 6 Days a week for …... 

Timber & sheet material, screws, nails and general hardware.  
Tools, plumbing and decorating sundries. Timber Treatments, 

silicones, fillers and glues and much more  

    Carol Crockett MBACP (Accred) 
Experienced Counsellor living in King's Lynn 

I am an accredited member of the  
British Association of Counsellors and Psychotherapists 

Please feel free to ring for an informal chat 

£35 per hour        Tel: 01553 671518       07768236465   
 carolacrockett@yahoo.co.uk 

BEEBY ELECTRICAL 

For all types of  Industrial, Commercial,  
Agricultural and Domestic Work 

Telephone:  01553 811091 
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Handwriting – is it important anymore? – We think it is! 

In our increasingly technological world, I am sure that many think handwriting isn’t  important anymore. Why does it 

matter with our smartphones, tablets and computers? Yet whether we are writing a shopping list, a birthday card, taking 

down a phone message or completing a form….handwriting is part of our daily lives. It is on show to others and may be 

used to make judgments about us. 

Writing has a very long history. It began as simple pictures which were then combined to represent ideas e.g. the 

Egyptians and their hieroglyphics.  In recent years, modern technology has changed the way we communicate through 

writing e.g. using emoji’s – another form of picture representation, however, despite the increased use of computers 

for writing, the skill of handwriting remains important in education, employment and in everyday life. 

That is why we are putting a huge focus on handwriting in our school from September. We are all going to be learning 

cursive handwriting – from our youngest children to our staff! Cursive writing specifically teaches the joins between 

letters and makes it easier to children to think fluidly about what they are writing about and helps with spelling too!  

Staff have spent their summer holidays practicing in preparation for our push this September! 

Time devoted to the teaching and learning of letter formation in the early years is so important.  This means writing that 

can be produced comfortably, at speed and with little conscious effort, allowing a child to attend to the higher-level 

aspects of writing composition and content.  

This is important later on when assessments are based on written work such as GCSEs and A levels. Without fast and 

legible handwriting, pupils may miss out on learning opportunities and under-achieve academically. Anyone who has 

learnt cursive handwriting in early life say that it’s like riding a bike – you never forget!  

Research has recently suggested the following: 

 Handwriting makes better writers and spellers  

 Good handwriting skills lead to stronger academic performance 

 Using pen and paper boosts memory 

 Good handwriting helps children focus 

So, if anyone says that handwriting isn’t important in this technological age, remind them that we are teaching 

children a skill for life and will enhance their learning and possible earning potential as they grow up! 

Ruth McGlone 

Headteacher 

If you want to have a go, try these:  

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 

[Ed - Ruth sent us this article in a handwriting font, but unfortunately we couldn’t do it justice when it was printed. My handwriting is so bad these days 

 I can’t even read it myself!] 

BINGO 

WATLINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

SATURDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 

7.00PM 
EYES DOWN 7.30PM 

RAFFLE AND 

REFRESHMENTS 

 

All Welcome! 

Fundraiser for Watlington Preschool, Charity no: 1133641 

News From The Community School 
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LYNDA’S  DOG  GROOMING 
Clipping, Hand Scissoring,  

Bathing, Eyes, Ears, Nails,  

Ear Plucking, Anal Glands 

 

 
68 Manor Farm 
Runcton Holme 

Tel: 01553 811252 
Mobile 077 88188706 

KEW   GRASS  CARE 

   LANDSCAPE  GARDENERS 

    GRASS  CARE  AND  FENCING 

NEW & USED GARDEN MACHINERY SALES 

Mower Service & Repair Specialists  

Walk Behind Mowers - Ride on Mowers,  

Strimmers - Hedge Cutters - Chainsaws 

Bowtrees, Saddlebow, King’s Lynn 

Phone: (01553) 617648 

Mobile:  07767 270069 or 07771 370577 
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Village Screen Rachel’s Nature Notes 

SATURDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 

THEIR FINEST (12A) 117 mins Com-

edy/Drama 

A British film crew attempts to boost morale during World  
War II by making a propaganda film after the Blitzkrieg. 
Starring Gemma Arterton and Bill Nighy and directed by Lone  Scherfig 
(An Education). 
  
SATURDAY 21st OCTOBER  

THE SENSE OF AN ENDING (15) 108 mins 

 Drama  
Based on the novel by Julian Barnes, Tony (Jim Broadbent),  
a curmudgeonly divorced man, is forced to confront his past 
when he receives a mysterious legacy from the mother of his 
university girlfriend, Veronica. 
With Charlotte Rampling, Harriet Walter and Emily Mortimer. 
  
SATURDAY 18th NOVEMBER  

GOING IN STYLE  (12A) 96 mins  Comedy/Crime 

Desperate to pay the bills and come through for their loved 
ones, three lifelong pals (Michael Caine, Morgan Freeman, 
Alan Arkin) risk it all  by embarking on a daring bid to knock 
off the very bank that absconded with their money. 
  

NO FILM IN DECEMBER 
  

ALL FILMS IN JUBILEE HALL START AT 7.30 PM 
(DOORS OPEN 7.00 PM). TICKETS £5.00.  

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE. 

I have previously commented on my observations in the 

changes of wildlife in the surrounding fields over the 

years. Over the last few months there have been some 

exciting updates on our ‘regular visitors’.  

The fox… 

We had the fall of the fox and the rise of the rabbits, 

followed by the steady establishment of the fox, and now, 

the rise of the fox and fall of the rabbits! We believe there 

is a family of foxes! 

I say ‘believe’ as I’m erring on the side of caution as we 

have only had a couple of sightings of what looked like a 

fox and fox cub. This belief is supported by the fact that 

over the last few months there has been a marked 

decrease in the amount of rabbits in the grazing fields and 

an increase in the number of rabbit carcasses.  

Kestrels… 

The pair of mating kestrels were back again this year, and 

once again using the A-frame barn owl box to nest. This 

year the kestrels produced five chicks! My cousin, who is a 

volunteer bird ringer, made the discovery and fitted the 

chicks with metal British Trust for Ornithology ring and 

coloured rings as a way of identifying, monitoring and 

tracking individual birds at a distance without disturbing 

them. Kestrel chicks courtesy of Abi Nell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am constantly content 

by the wildlife around 

me. Within a 30 minute 

walk around fields on a 

summer evening one 

can see kestrels, the 

common buzzard, barn 

owl, pheasants,  

partridges, and rabbits. 

This, as well as having 

the insight that there 

are deer, foxes, vermin, 

insects, berries etc. within the landscape gives a great 

vision of a homeostatic ecosystem.  

Rachel Beeby 

Sad Demise of  a Great Tree  
The Horse Chestnut tree in the churchyard, to the left 

of the War Memorial  had to be felled recently due to 

disease.  The churchwardens had been keeping an eye on 

it for some time but it eventually succumbed.  

The children of Watlington, past and present, will sadly 

miss this wonderful tree and the supply of conkers that 

were abundant each Autumn.  We can only hope no other 

Horse Chestnuts in the village get infected too.   
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“WOOF WOOF” 
(DOG CARE) 

Going On Holiday, A Weekend away or maybe illness  

Prevents you caring for your Best Friend? 
  WOOF, WOOF can help  

Your Dog will be lovingly cared for in our family home.  
 

Dog Hosting/Day Care/House Sitting/Walking 
Council Licenced and Insured  

 
To Discuss Requirements and Availablility 

PHONE:  BEVERLEY ON 01553 841856 

Bev@woofwoofdogcare.co.uk 

www.woofwoofdogcare.co.uk  

mailto:Bev@woofwoofdogcare.co.uk
http://www.woofwoofdogcare.co.uk
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Watlington WI  Halloween High Jinks 

While costumed children roam the streets 

Innocent, in search of sweets 

Not far away, down in the dell 

The local coven works its spell. 

 

Of course, they are not in the nude, 

That simply would be far too rude 

And none of them would be so bold - 

Besides, it’s just too jolly cold! 

 

They’ve made a little pile of stones 

And offered up some chicken bones 

Taken shoes off for their dance 

As widdershins around they prance. 

  

The youngest witch, still sadly single 

Has got her eye on Johnny Pringle 

Her spell she casts, his eye to catch 

At the pub after the football match. 

 

Mr Jones, her cheeks aglow 

Was beaten at the village show 

So she dreams, deep in her spell, 

That Mrs Batley’s jam won’t gel. 

 

The  Widow Black, bored  of her life 

Yearns once more to be a wife 

How sad if Ethel passed away - 

Poor Fred would need someone-someday 

Pretty little Miss McGuire 

Pipped for the solo in the local choir 

Is practising in secret though - 

Perhaps dear June won’t make the show. 

 

Rich Mrs Smythe, a new arrival 

Has a dinner invite from a social rival. 

How pleasant should the flowers all droop 

And a fly gets into someone’s soup. 

 

The fire burns out, almost midnight 

They’ve wished for love, and vented spite. 

So, tired of foot and sore of head 

They hopefully go to home and bed! 

Elaine Carpenter 

It has been very much party time  for the Watlington WI 

ladies and we do know how to party in style. In  June we 

celebrated 50 years of  our WI branch.  At our actual 

birthday meeting we were pleased that several past 

members joined us to partake of some Pimms and 

Puddings and of course a beautiful cake, all prepared by 

committee members.  The 

archive display was much 

visited and a great deal of 

chatting and reminiscing was 

done by all. Some further 

archive material was also 

brought along from previous 

members so the collection is steadily growing.  

We had our “official” birthday meeting in August as 

usual and we welcomed around 40 WI members from 

neighbouring WIs to join us in our celebrations.  This 

year we had a 60’s theme with 60’s music and dancing 

(the Players even provided us with a glitter ball) and 

dressing up of course.  Many ladies had gone to a great 

deal of trouble with their outfits, which all added to the 

fun. We are hoping to post some photos on the 

Watlington WI Facebook page soon so why not check 

it out.  A great evening with good music and a lot of 

dancing topped of by lovely food as usual.  

We held our first  foodie workshop since the opening 

of the new kitchen in the Village Hall.  Saira from 

“Coriander & Lime” demonstrated everyday Indian 

cooking including naans and chicken curry which we 

then thoroughly enjoyed for our lunch.  

Look out for further workshops on the website.  

In July 6 members joined a “taster” session at Denman, 

the WI training college in Oxfordshire.  As usual food 

and company was excellent and we all learned something 

new, from lampshade making to dancing and much more.  

The Open Evening  “My Life as an Auctioneer” on  

11 July where non-members were invited was a great 

success, however there were not a lot of  gentlemen 

attending which was a disappointment and we had extra 

cake just in case.  

The WI Programme  for 2017 is on the village website 

and on page 34.  We are starting to prepare next years 

programme and welcome suggestions for speakers.  

Why not check it out at www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk – 

Women's Institute or contact Marion on 01553 810407  

or watlingtonwi@gmail.com. 

Brenda Leedell 

Fancy trying your hand at a bit of poetry or prose? 

Why not send us an item in good time for the next 

issue of the Gossip. The deadline is 7 November. 
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Your Parish Council News 

11 May 2017 

 Jean Golding was re-appointed at Chairman and 

Brenda Leedell Vice-Chairman. 

 The Council once more agreed that it would be 

custodian holder of the defibrillator when it had 

been purchased by the Sports & Social Club, but 

would not take on the maintenance or insurance of 

it. Further dialogue will take place with interested 

parties to hopefully bring the project to fruition. 

 The newly purchased information sign in the 

Warren Close Play Area had been vandalised. It 

was agreed to fix the sign and erect it securely 

within the Play Area. It was also agreed that a 

replacement swing be ordered for the play area. 

 The Parish Clerk’s financial statement was 

approved by the Council, along with annual grants 

of £550 to the Parochial Church for on-going 

running costs and £1000 to the Millennium Green 

Trust towards maintenance costs. 

 The purchase of a litter bin for the Open Space 

adjacent to Stiffkey Close was agreed. 

 The new planter for the Church Road / Downham 

Road corner has been delivered and is waiting 

planting by the sponsors. (Now done) 

 Planning applications were reported. Access to 

details of applications are available on the 

Borough Council website. (west-norfolk.gov.uk  

and follow the links.) 

22 June 2017 

 2 Councillor positions remain unfilled, no 

applications having been received. 

 The Council will adopt the street lamp on the 

footpath adjacent to the Sports & Social Club from 

August 2017 The Council has agreed to add the 

street lamps on the Village Hall Car Park to the 

Council street lighting contract in August 2017 and 

invoices the Village Hall Committee on an annual 

basis. 

 Having received 3 bids, K&M Lighting Services Ltd 

were awarded for a three year term contract for the 

maintenance of the Parish owned street lights 

commencing August 2017 until July 2020. The new 

contact includes having all the Parish Council’s 

street light bulbs replaced with low wattage LED 

bulbs, which will save council tax on both the 

running and maintenance of street lighting. 

   

 Emergency repair work to the knee high fencing on 

the Martingales Estate has been carried out at a 

cost of £120. 

 Borough Cllr Hodson will investigate the planning 

conditions agreed for the Rowan Close 

development to seek an assurance that the 

historical hedge backing onto the Warren Close 

Play Area will be preserved. 

 The Council is arranging for a tree survey of the 

Council owned Oak, Willow and Birch trees on 

the Martingales Estate which have Protection 

Orders, at a cost of £150. ex-VAT. 

 The Council has dropped plans to produce a 

Neighbourhood Plan, which could have given the 

parish a greater say over future planning decisions, 

because of lack of community support in taking the 

project forward. 

 The Community Speedwatch initiative may also be 

dropped unless more  volunteers come forward 

to make the scheme viable. 

 Overhanging hedges is again a summer problem 

this year and the Council will be notifying home 

owners were hedging work is required.   

 Norfolk County Council has agreed to add 

Watlington Parish to the waiting list for a tracking 

device to be placed across the junction of St Peters 

Road to monitor the usage and weight of vehicles 

using that junction. 

 The Council is considering, in conjunction with the 

Watlington Football Club, for one of the goalposts 

to be moved from the Recreation Ground to the 

Stone Close Play Area to provide a facility which 

might help to reduce reports of damage to adjacent  

home owners fencing. 

 The Parish Council has ensured that Persimmon 

Housing have carried out replacement of bollards 

and necessary hedge trimming work on the 

footpath link between the Martingales Estate and 

the school. 

 The Council is to carry out a review of its 

communications with the public, to raise 

awareness of the Council’s plans and actions and 

to gain public support for on-going projects. 

 Planning applications were reported. Access to 

details of applications are at: 

www.west-norfolk.gov.uk and follow the links. 
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27 July 2017 

 2 vacancies remain to be filled on the Council. 

(See page 5) 

 Cllrs Golding & Beeby area to attend a course on 

the use of social media as part of the Council’s 

strategy to improve public communications. 

 It was agreed that the public defibrillator needs to 

be purchased by the Sports & Social Club (lead 

organisation) and installed before the Council 

can engage in further dialogue over the long term 

management.   

 It was noted that under the planning approval for 

the Rowan Close housing site the Borough Council 

has imposed a condition disallowing structures to 

be built near the historic hedge boundary with the 

Warren Close Play Area. 

 The triangular piece of land at the end of the Stone 

Close Play Area is now legally owned by the Parish 

Council. 

 The MUGA project for the Recreation Ground is 

being assessed by Sport England for possible 

funding and a response is expected shortly. 

 The annual inspection of the Council’s play 

equipment has taken place. Only low priority 

recommendations were made and these would be 

dealt with by the Handyperson.  

 The council has appointed a second Handyperson, 

also on an as needed basis, to help speed up 

minor repair work around the village. 

 An advice sign regarding traffic movement will be 

erected at the main allotment site and the site 

communal areas would be weeded.  

 Following  a request, overgrown vegetation in 

Gypsy lane is to be cut back by NCC. 

 A further attempt is to be made to recruit volunteers 

for the Community Speedwatch Scheme as there 

are only currently five active members.  

 A start should be soon made on the final stretch of 

the footpath link between Watlington and Magdalen 

following the lifting of the embargo on works near 

the rail station imposed by Network Rail. 

 The Council agreed it wished to fund Speed 

Activated (SAM2) deterrent signs this year under 

the Parish Partnership scheme for 2018/2019. 

 Planning decisions from BCKLWN were noted. 

  

Your Parish Council News 

Interested in following up on any of theses news items? 

 Full minutes and agenda of Parish Council 

meetings are available at the website: 

http://watlington.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/  

 The Parish Council Office at the Village Hall is 

open Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 1pm.  

(Please call 01553 810777 to confirm that the 

office is open.) 

 Full contact details for the Parish Council and 

individual councillors is on page 34. 

 The next meetings of the Parish Council are on 

7th September, 19th October and 30th November   

at 7pm in the Village Hall. 

The ancient hedgerow bordering the 

Warren Close Play Area 
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 T O N Y’S 
  W I N D O W 
  C L E A N I N G 
  Windows, Doors,   
    and  
   Framework  cleaned  

 Telephone: 01553 811252 
 [after 7.00 p.m.] 
 Mobile No. 07787 200334 
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Downham Market Lecture Society News 

Just three years from now, one long established local 

group will be celebrating its centenary.  Downham Market 

Lecture Society, formed in 1920 has offered adult 

education courses in the town on a wide variety of topics. 

For many years the Lecture Society has run courses on 

Thursday evenings but from October will be offering 

daytime lectures in Downham.   New attenders are always 

welcome and no homework is required!  The Society takes 

pride in the diversity of its subjects and the quality of the 

lectures.   Last year’s topics included a ‘Close Study of 

Classic Films’ and ‘A History of Gardens and Gardening.’ 

Starting in October the Lecture Society is offering a series 

of six Wednesday morning lectures on the fascinating 

subject of ‘Royal Wills 1509 – 2008.’ This intriguing topic 

is presented by Michael Nash of the UEA, tutor for the 

WEA and Royal Historian for BBC Radio Norfolk.  

Michael has published many articles on historical and 

legal matters. 

Each week the sessions will look at different aspects of 

royal wills including how accepted rules to the succession 

came to be diverted, the differences between state and 

personal property, and the controversial question of 

preventing public access to royal wills.  

The course is being held at the Downham Heritage 

Centre, The Old Fire Station, Priory Road, Downham 

Market  PE38 9JS starting on Wednesday 4th October  

at 10am to 11.30am.  Fees are £27 for the six weeks or 

£24 for concessions. 

 For more information check out the Society’s website at 

www.dmlecsoc.org.uk . 

Enquiries may also be directed to 01366 382455 or 

alternatively email adenny@btinternet.com.    

 Looking after someone? 

If you are looking after some-

one because they are not very 

well, or are struggling to look 

after themselves and you are 

unpaid for doing so you may 

be a family carer. Carers tell us that whilst they feel a 

strong commitment to care for the person who needs 

help – it can be lonely and exhausting doing so. 

Anyone can be a carer, and more often than not, caring 

creeps on you. At first caring can feel manageable, but the 

carers we support tell us that over time the role can 

become overwhelming and takes precedence over all they 

do. Carers health can begin to suffer, and sometimes 

family relationships get a bit strained too. 

Some carers tell us that money gets tight and they fear the 

bills coming in because they just don’t know how they 

will pay them. 

If any of this sounds familiar – you may be a carer too.  

West Norfolk Carers exists to help unpaid family carers 

because we understand the stresses and strains you may 

face. 

We run carers groups in Downham Market, Swaffham, 

King’s Lynn and Hunstanton, and we also deliver young 

carers support. Whatever your concern if you’re caring for 

someone, we’re here to help.  

If you need information and support to help you in your 

caring role, why not give us a call – we here to help and 

there is no charge for our service. 

Our phone number is 01553 768155; alternatively, 

if you’d rather email us, our email address is: 

info@westnorfolkcarers.org.uk 

The Gossip has decided that in this and future issues of the 
magazine we will promote and support one local charity and 
therefore we have given a donation of £100 to  WNC. If you 
would also like to donate then please contact the charity 
directly via the contact details above. 
If you are involved in organising a local charity and would 
like to get your service promoted in the Gossip please get in 
touch with the Editor or Deputy Editor.  
(Contact details on Page 3).  

For the next issue please contact us by 15th October.  

Under 5s Thank You 

To everyone at the Watlington Gossip 

A very big thank you for your donation of £100 to the 

Watlington Under 5s playgroup. We used the money to 

replace our thick foam play mats.  

Our old ones were getting rather torn and our small feet 

meant they were becoming a trip hazard. So our lovely 

committee found some to replace them. Our parents and 

carers are really pleased with them as we don't bump 

ourselves on the slide as much. This means more smiles 

and less tears. 

As the group is a not for profit organisation run by 

parents and carers, it can be difficult to find the funds 

to replace equipment.  

We are always grateful of donations of suitable equip-

ment, funds or volunteers’ time. Thank you to the 

community for your support over the years and in 

the future. 

The Watlington Under 5s Playgroup  

Edmund: You look a bit down today. 

Albert: I get fed up with the latter part of August. Summer 

is coming to an end, the countryside looks tired and the 

weather is often far too humid. 

Edmund: Ah, I think I spot signs of your usual Last Of The 

Summer Whine! 

Albert: I guess so. 
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REMEMBRANCE  
By Julie Newman 

“Time for your medication, dear.” 

 Violet takes the tablets from the carer and pops them in her mouth, but refuses the glass of water. 

“You haven’t swallowed those already?”   Violet nods. 

“Open! Let me see.”   Violet keeps her mouth tight shut. 

“I’ll get Sybil.”   Let them get Sybil, see if she cares. 

“Alright, have it your own way.” 

As soon as the carer’s back is turned Violet spits the tablets into her hankie. She doesn’t want to end up like 

the others, all gaga and doped up to the eyeballs. She needs to keep her wits about her, especially today. 

“Here we are, dear,” comes the carer’s voice again, “time for your breakfast.” 

Violet glances at the bowl of grey mush being thrust towards her; a poor imitation of the real porridge she used 

to make for the chaps. She lets her mind drift back to her time at the NAAFI and her friend Doris who 

marvelled at the way she mucked in.  

 

Violet came from a wealthy family with a strict father who didn’t want her dishing out meals to the troops, but 

she wanted to feel useful, not sit at home being waited on during wartime.  

One Sunday morning, Violet skipped along the road on her way to the NAAFI feeling lighter than air.  

Doris looked up when she entered the hall. “You look happy, love. Good night?” 

Violet beamed. “Oh, it was fabulous, Doris. They were all stamping and cheering in the aisles.” 

“Carry on like this and you’ll be in Hollywood next.” 

“Ha, I doubt it, and anyway, Daddy would certainly have something to say about that.” 

“Oh, that’s a shame, especially when you’ve got such talent. Are you on again tonight?” 

Violet nodded. I’ll see if I can make it.” 

“Thanks, Doris. Maybe have a couple of drink afterwards?” 

“Look forward to it.” 

Violet went through to the kitchen singing ‘It’s a hap-hap-happy day’, tied her apron round her slim waist and 

got cracking with the breakfast.  

 

Sometime later, Violet was concentrating on her task of dishing out the hot porridge from a huge saucepan, 

when a rich-toned voice made her look up. “Well, I’ve never eaten this before, ma’am. What is it?” 

“Porridge, sir.”  

“No hot dogs? Pancakes?” 

Violet smiled and shook her head. “No, sorry, but you never know, it might grow on you. It’s very nice – I 

made it myself.” 

“Well, in that case...” he winked at Violet, took the porridge and gave her a smile that warmed her right down 

to her toes. 

Doris came up behind her.  “Here, you ought to be careful – you know what they say...overpaid...”  

“Yes, I know.” But in between dishing up bowlfuls of porridge, Violet couldn’t stop her eyes straying to where 

the GI was sitting, happily chatting with his chums. She noticed how animated he was, his broad shoulders, his 

clean-cut image, and tried to keep her mind on her work. Every day Violet kept a look-out for the attractive 

soldier, hoping he would grace her presence again. She was in luck.  

“How would you like to go with me to the dance on Friday night?” he asked one morning. 

“I’d like that.” 

“Great, I’ll meet you outside. Seven o’clock?” 

Violet nodded and gave him his porridge. 
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“Hey, you’re right – this stuff does grow on you.” 

“I told you...” 

 “I don’t even know your name. Mine’s Jimmy.” 

“Violet.” 

“Whoa, the flowers ain’t got nothin’ on you, ma’am!” 

Cheeks flushed, Violet couldn’t help grinning as she watched him stride over to his table. 

But Doris wasn’t happy. “You sure you know what you’re doing?” 

“Heck, Doris, I’m only going to the dance with him.” 

Doris held up her hands. “Okay, I won’t say another word.” 

 

The evening was everything Violet had hoped for – Jimmy whisked her around the dance floor and made her 

feel alive. She loved the feel of his warm strong hand clasped around hers when he walked her home. As he 

kissed her in the moonlight, she breathed in the clean scent of him and knew she would always remember this 

night. 

 The carer’s voice breaks into her thoughts again. “Dear me, your breakfast is stone cold. Would you like some 

toast and marmalade instead?” 

Violet shakes her head; she can’t think of anything worse. Toast and marmalade always reminds her of her 

father and his reaction that morning, when she broke the news that Jimmy wanted to marry her and take her 

back to the States. 

“Don’t be ridiculous!” he’d roared. “You’ll break your mother’s heart. And do you have any idea what people 

are saying about you? Not content with showing yourself up on stage... ” He threw his toast down and spat, 

“you now brazenly walk out with a black man!” 

Violet calmly picked a sticky crumb off her frock. “Why don’t you just give him a chance, Daddy? I know 

you’d like him if you got to know him.” 

“Don’t patronise me, my girl. I have no intention of getting to know him. And you can tell him from me that 

you won’t be seeing him again. Let that be an end to it.” 

But Violet did nothing of the sort. When Jimmy was on leave, they kissed in the back row of the pictures, they 

jitter-bugged their way round the dance halls, and Jimmy complimented her performance on stage, saying she 

was the next Judy Garland, only prettier. Fancy that!  

One evening, Violet was hurrying along to the theatre when a huge bomb exploded at the end of the road.  

Through the chaos of choking air and loud sirens the ARP wardens were shouting at her to get down to the 

nearest shelter.  

She recognized the uniform.  Jimmy lay sprawled out among the rubble, his arm outstretched towards her, a 

look of stunned shock on his face. She knelt beside him and held his lifeless hand. Tears streaming, she 

instinctively moved her other hand to her tummy. She had intended to tell him after the show. 

“What’s the matter, dear? You don’t have to get that upset over your breakfast. Here, have a nice cup of tea.” 

She doesn’t want it. She didn’t want it the day they took her little bundle away from her either.  

 

She never knew what became of her baby. 

Until last week. 

“Hi, there.” 

Violet looks up to see a pair of twinkling brown eyes just like Jimmy’s and a smile that warms her right down 

to her toes.  

REMEMBRANCE  
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GRAND VILLAGE FETE 

Now in its sixth year, the 2017 Fete was held on Saturday 17th June on one of the summer’s hottest days when 

temperatures reached around 30 degrees Celsius.  The official opening was by Ray Wales, the Downham Market Town 

Crier, who summoned the community of Watlington to come and enjoy the day’s events and by all accounts they did. 

There were plenty of traditional stalls and games, refreshments and entertainment for all ages. In the Recreation Ground 

arena there was entertainment by the West Norfolk Rock Choir, the Watlington Players and Young Players as well as the 

School of Dance. Other entertainment on the field included music from the Sidewalk 60s band, Better than Jack band 

and Paul Rugg. We also had the traditional Punch and Judy show, Crazy Bananas balloons and walkabouts by Tilly from 

Tilney and Terry from Terrington to entertain the children. 

More active events included Children’s Sports, a Tug of War 

competition in which the ladies contest was won by The Angel and 

the men’s contest by the Sports and Social Club. A Hula Hoop 

competition ended the afternoon’s activities. The Car Boot Sale 

was also held on this field. 

On the Glebe Field other activities included archery, football skills 

and cycling skills organised by Go Ride Bikes. There was also a 

small display of classic vehicles.  

The Dog Show proved popular although the very hot weather 

probably reduced the number of entries. The judging was again by 

Mill House Veterinary Surgery, Kings Lynn.  (Results on the website at 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk.) 

A range of refreshments was available on the field including donuts, 

hot dogs, Pimms and ice creams (probably the most popular!) In the 

Village Hall refreshments were served by the WI and customers 

could also view displays by the Primary School, the Millennium 

Green Trust and the WI as well as listen to Kate Mould playing the 

piano. This venue proved a popular relief from the hot weather outside. The Sports and Social Club was open to the 

public and offered cream teas during the afternoon. 

Mention must be made of the excellent car park marshalling by the Wisbech Sea Cadets and the first aid provision by 

Norfolk Event Medical Services Ltd. 

The day was rounded off by an evening at The Angel where entertain-

ment was provided by the Chest of Pogs band and The Grand Draw 

took place. There were 37 prizes in all and full details of the donors, 

prizes and winners appear on the Village Website. 

 

The Village Fete Working group cannot thank enough all who helped 

and supported the Fete in any way and the most generous sponsors of 

the Grand Draw. The proceeds from this year’s fete will be divided 

between Watlington School PTA to equip the quiet area (£300), The 

Parish Church for replacement linen (£300), the Millennium Green for 

maintenance (£300) and the Village defibrillator fund (£300). 

 

This year a collecting bucket was available for donations to the Grenfell Tower Fire Appeal and we were able to send 

£55 to the British Red Cross London Fire Relief Fund as a result of this. 

 

The date for the 2018 Grand Village Fete is Saturday 16th June 2018 and on Monday 15th January 2018 the 

Working Group will hold its annual meeting to reform the group and start the planning for 2018. 

The Fete will be in its seventh year and we really need some new and perhaps younger members of the community to 

come forward to help to manage this event which has proved popular since it first started in 2012 and is an opportunity 

for the village to come together and share an enjoyable day. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Mike Cooke 

Chairman, Village Fete Working Group 

Colours of our lives 
White are the tents that so grace the village fete 

Amber is the cooling beer that tastes so great 

Tomato red the summer fruits that we love to eat 

Lavender the healing plant that smells so sweet 

Indigo the starry sky we love so dear 

Now the season changes as Autumn it draws near 

Green the trees no longer, as the russet leaves fall 

Tan -now just a memory though Summer was a 

ball! 

Orange chrysanthemums now decorate our church 

Natures wondrous bounty never leaves us in the 

lurch 

Elaine Carpenter 
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WATLINGTON BADMINTON CLUB 
Affiliated to Badminton England 

From 7pm Wednesday Evenings 
 in the Village Hall  

Juniors and League resume in September 

New players and would-be players welcome 

Contact John Church  

01553 810584 jbchurch@phonecoop.coop  

Why not publicise your club or organisation events. The 

Gossip is delivered free to all homes in the parish! 

Watlington Players Watlington Young Players 

The Crucible 

Our next production is The Crucible by Arthur Miller. In 

the tight-knit, Puritan town of Salem, a group of girls are 

discovered dancing in the woods and then immediately 

fall ill. When no earthly cause can be identified, fear 

and suspicion begin to percolate in the small, isolated 

community, that something larger, more fearsome, and 

other worldly may be to blame. Buried secrets and 

resentments are brought to light, and attempts to root out 

evil lead to finger-pointing, treachery, and betrayal. When 

everyone is a suspect, sometimes the most dangerous 

threat to the community may be the community itself. 

This will be staged from 26th – 28th of October, 7.30pm 

at the Village Hall. Tickets will go on sale at the beginning 

of October, so keep an eye out for posters or visit our 

Facebook page www.facebook.com/watlingtonplayers 
or website www.watlingtonplayers.com for more 

details. (Poster Page 23.) 

 

Little Panto of Horrors 

We will soon have readings and auditions for our 

upcoming pantomime – Little Panto of Horrors. If you 

would like to get involved with onstage or backstage 

work, please come along. The readings will be: 

10th September, 6.30pm, Small Hall 

13th September, 7.30pm, Committee Room 

15th September, 8.00pm, Small Hall 

A unique panto based on Little Shop of Horrors. Flora 

Flowerpot's shop is deeply in debt and she is being 

threatened with eviction by her landlord Willy Weedol, 

who wants to demolish her shop and put up a high-rise 

block of penthouse suites. 

He is aided by two idiotic bailiff's Bill and Ben. Flora's 

son Seymour is trying to save the business by creating an 

exotic plant to draw customers back in, but is having no 

luck. Meanwhile in outer space, things are happening 

which will have a big impact on Flora's business. 

First to arrive is a Martian called Marvin, who has come 

to earth to stock up on cheap fuel. He is followed by 

Garth Radar the evil enforcer for the Empire, who is 

searching for a renegade called Duke Skyrunner. Later the 

action moves to Butlin's Holiday Camp on Mars. Then 

the action reverts back to earth for the final showdown 

between good and evil. The eventual outcome is 

influenced by a man-eating plant (Audrey 2) left as a gift 

by Marvin the Martian. 

The show will be staged from 4th – 6th January 2018.  

Our presentation this year was Doctor Dolittle Junior, which 

we presented on the 15th and 16th July at the Village Hall, 

after a preview of the opening of the show at the Village 

Fete in June.  This was the story of how a rather bad 

‘people’ doctor became an ‘animal’ doctor by learning 

how to talk to animals.  It followed the adventures of him 

and his friends as they went in search of the Great Pink 

Sea Snail and ended with the message of being kind to 

and respecting animals. 

The many catchy tunes in the show and the storyline 

provided an ideal production for our young group, giving 

opportunities for the complete age group (7 – 16 years) to 

experience performing in a musical theatre production. 

A cast of 36 took part and the leading roles were taken by 

Dominic King, Chloe Philipot, Poppy Cummings, 

Cameron Lewis, Jessie Harvey, Megan Pledger, Abbey 

Harvey, Cerys Brooks, Martha Elliott, Philly McFarlane, 

Phoebe Langley, Rosie and Hannah Futter.  They were 

ably supported by a chorus of singers, dancers and 

‘animals’. 

The brilliant costumes were designed and made by Eileen 

Cook which together with the excellent make-up created 

by Jenny Lewis and her team and the projections collated 

by Hugh Pearce all contributed to a colourful perfor-

mance.  Presenting a musical theatre production is quite a 

challenge because it involves the three performing arts of 

singing, dancing and acting. And I think our young people 

are to be congratulated on presenting such a polished 

performance. 

WYPS has closed now for the summer break.  We reopen 

on Friday 15th September.  Sadly we have said goodbye to 

Maxwell Costello who has moved to Bristol and Chloe 

Philipot who will be in year 12 in September. We are 

hoping Chloe will be back when she is free to lead some 

singing workshops for us. 

We shall be welcoming several new members in 

September. If anyone, boy or girl, is interested in joining 

please contact me on 01553 810732 and I will put your 

name on the waiting list.   

I hope you are all enjoying the summer holidays. 

Penny Cooke 
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All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken 

Over 30 years experience Qualified -  Insured  

On Site Repairs 
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars, Caravans  

& Motorhomes 
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurb all 
repaired and sprayed at your site, saving a fortune on 

bodyshop prices.  Over 20 years experience.  
Insurance estimates available on request. 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  
and repairs by MCEA trained engineer. 

Contact; Tim Sandover 
01553 811585  - 07958555329 

timothy.sandover@btinternet.com 

 JG Gas & Plumbing 
 24 hour call out 365 days a year 
 

 Gas boilers and appliances repair and servicing  

 CO alarms and Wireless controls  

 System upgrades and general plumbing  

 New appliances or Make do and Mend  

Gas/Lpg, Unvented and water treatment 

Find us on Facebook under: jggas 

Book a service Email: jggas@btinternet.com  

   CALL NOW ON:   
         Tel:   01553 812172 
         Mob: 07973 343926 
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Watlington Wednesday Club 

Watlington Wednesday Club continues to meet in the 

Village hall on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the 

month at 2pm unless we have organised activities 

elsewhere. During the summer months we were looking 

forward to a number of outside the hall events which 

have become part of our regular programme.  

Unfortunately, rain stopped play for the garden venue 

strawberry tea, but we enjoyed the beautiful summer 

strawberries in the village hall instead, we think that this 

was the first time that the weather had been so definitively 

inclement on the appointed day. A select few people 

played petanque on the Angel Field Millennium Green 

pitch and enjoyed the contest with members of their 

committee.  

At the time of going to press we don’t know whether the 

annual croquet event will escape the rain and what the 

weather prospect is for the visit to Gooderstone Water 

Gardens.  

Members enjoyed bringing along items with memories of 

the coronation of Queen Elizabeth and the fifties at a 

meeting in June and the talk in July given by Sarah Cox 

about the work of the West Norfolk Deaf Association 

detailing the support and activities they provide for 

people of all ages who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

The programme for the next few months looks like this, 

we welcome all comers to our meetings, do give us a try if 

you are new to the village or drop in to any meeting which 

takes your eye. 

September 13th Games afternoon 

September 27th Talk about Blood Bikes  

October 11th To be confirmed 

October 25th AGM and programme ideas 

November 8th Talk about Experiences in the Library 

      of the QE2 with Richard Morley 

November 22nd Autumn Lunch 

December 13th Christmas party 

Barbara Church 

01553 810584 or barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Millennium Green Trust 

You may have noticed that through the summer some 

flower varieties have struggled, after the rash of daffodils 

and cowslips, against the rampant grasses. Less flowers 

sadly mean less butterflies and other insects which affects 

the birds also but you can still see the swifts zooming 

around with their high pitched cries.  

It has been a good year for grass it is the tallest I have 

seen and is having a second growth with the current 

weather. Not tall enough to hide a tiger but the cats seem 

to like making dens in it ready to pounce on any passing 

stranger, or mouse! 

Many of the flowers are still there just below the grass but 

we have not seen any yellow rattle which is our main 

weapon to keep the grass in check. We will have to reseed 

it. It is a temperamental plant wanting bare earth and a 

cold winter to germinate. 

There are over fifty varieties of wild flower on the green 

some flourish in certain years depending on weather.  

Occasionally we find a new variety. Last week we spotted 

some Agrimony, a tall thin plant with a spike of small 

yellow flowers. It has been used as a traditional herbal 

medicine having antiseptic properties. 

The trees we planted have a good foothold and are 

growing well. Hopefully we can get a dry week and cut the 

grass for hay so if you find the gates closed it will be to 

allow the tractor to work in safety and not finding 

youngsters caught in the bales.  

Keith Leedell 
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WATLINGTON GARAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialist in accident and 
car body repairs 

 
  M.O.T. Welding and 
 M.O.T. Preparation 

 
Car Sales 

 
Downham Road  

Watlington 

King’s Lynn     

PE33 0HT 

TEL: 01553 811748 

CAM-CLEAN 
Carpets and Upholstery Expertly Cleaned  

For Free Estimates 

Call Malcolm on  
01553 810452 or 07890872285 

Please tell our Advertisers  

That you found them in the  

GOSSIP 
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News From The Church 

Change in our Parish Church Organisation 

Creation of a new Benefice 

 Two years ago, I was fortunate to be able to go to India, 

we have extended family who are originally from Gujarat 

and we saw a little of India; as part of our visit we visited 

Gandhi’s ashram where he spent several years living a 

humble life. One of his tenets was ‘Be the change you 

wish to see in the world’.  

I think we all find it difficult to change and the re-

organisation which our churches are undergoing is a big 

change and we all face a lot of unknowns. 

The parish churches of Fincham, Marham, Shouldham, 

Shouldham Thorpe, Runcton Holme, Tottenhill, 

Wormegay, Watlington, Wimbotsham, Stow Bardolph, 

Stow Bridge, and Nordelph will become a new multi-

parish benefice, with one ordained priest between us. 

At present the working title is ‘The Northern Group’ –  

we can change this to something else more imaginative 

later.  

The churchwardens, PCCs and congregations of the 

churches involved are working hard together discussing 

the way forward and looking at the gifts and skills we 

already have within our church families. We are working 

too on the sort of ordained minister we would like to 

come and join us.   

Three meetings and services have been held so far, at 

Watlington in June, Stow Bridge in July, and another in 

August at Marham. Discussion has been lively and we 

found much in common, acknowledging our concerns 

was helpful but the consensus was of positivity, looking 

forward with anticipation.  

The closing prayers written in the groups at Watlington 

were apt. Here are two of these –  

Dear Lord, we thank you for the blessings we have, each other, our 

churches and for all who lead our worship, for giving us the 

opportunity to meet together and discuss our way forward. We ask 

for your help and guidance and strength Lord as we plan for the 

future of our parish groups. Amen   

We did not feel that we wanted to start our prayer with a long list of 

‘wants’. Prayer is a two-way dialogue with God and we wanted to 

thank him for what we have got – lay people to help us through our 

harder times, comradeship, that we are all in the same boat, and 

their friendship to help us through our sharing together of our 

situation. 

We thanked God for our magnificent churches, with history to 

remind us that others in the past had suffered other setbacks and 

surmounted them, we wanted God to guide us in the right direction. 

A vicar, priest, rector – namely a leader with a lively, energetic 

disposition to help us kick-start addition to our congregation. 

Someone who could relate to a younger congregation since most of  

our congregation in the benefice are elderly and we all felt the need for 

‘new blood’. We also felt we might have to come away from 

‘traditional worship’ to engage people in our village. We ask that 

God looks kindly on us with his great love to guide someone to us. 

Amen  

Barbara Church 

Churchwarden at Watlington   

The Watlington Benefice Fete in June 
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     POOLE PLASTERING 
ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 

 
 

  All work  
  undertaken     
  
 Philip Poole 
 WATLINGTON 
 Telephone:  01553 812199 
  Mobile:        07903594988    

  GEOFFREY GRIEF  
   Painter & Decorator  

   Estimates Free  
 

5 Bure Close, Watlington,  Norfolk, PE33 0TN  

Telephone:  01553 810668 
 

Norfolk County Council Trusted Trader 
Approved by Age Concern 

 

The Orange Tree Hair Salon 
56 Back Lane, West Winch 

PE33 0LA 
 

Experienced & friendly staff 
Unisex, Hair-Up & late nights available 

Manicures, Pedicures &  
Calgel nails Technician 

 
Tel: 01553 840464 

HYPNOTHERAPIST  
& Master Practioner of N.L.P. 

Effective, Confidential and drug free at the sensible price of £45 

Addictions, allergies, obsessions, phobias,  
depression, weight/pain management, anxiety, 

post-traumatic stress, I.B.S., regression,  
hypochondria etc., etc. 

 

If you wonder if your particular condition can be  
helped call for a  chat.  

 

Life-Changing Family Constellation Workshop Weekends. 
 

Marion C. Ross, C.Hyp., C.M.H., M.P.N.L.P. 
6 Elizabeth Avenue, Downham Market, PE38 9EQ 

Tel: 01366 386136 - email: marion.ross1@ hotmail.co.uk 
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The summer has seemed to have past us by rather 

quickly, we ended the season with a presentation in May 

and now we are looming on to another season of 

football. 

The presentation went extremely well and I would like 

to thank the Village Hall and the Sports and Social Club 

(SASC) for allowing us use the venues, and the SASC 

for staying open all day allowing all players and parents 

on a very hot day to take fluids and food on board. 

We had our AGM on the 3rd August, Apart from the 

secretary all members will stand; the secretary of 5 years 

has had to leave due to work commitments but we are 

fortunate to have gained a successor very quickly and 

she has settled in to role allowing us to continue 

smoothly. I again would like to thank the committee for the huge amount of work they contribute in making this club 

what it is. 

For the majority of coaches the summer is a time to reflect and improve. The break is well needed allowing time to plan 

and build the squad for the forthcoming season.  

At the time of writing the 5 youth sides are participating again with a new side at Under 7 level which gives the club a 

strong base for building for the future. The only side to have left us is the Under 16’s who have gone up to play men’s 

football. 6 of this side have started training with the Men’s X1 which is great for the club. The men have started training 

which is every Wednesday evening 6-7-30. The under 7’s also train Wednesday nights 5:15 – 6:15. The Under 11’s have 

both started up on a Friday night again 6-7:30. The Under 10’s are starting up on the 1st September. The under 14’s and 

13’s are yet to decide on dates.  

We are as a club getting stronger and again we have been very lucky in the area of sponsorship from several parents and 

work places in the local area. It would be very difficult for us to run at this level without this continued support and for 

that we are very grateful. We would like to thank Jim at the local shop for his generous donation, The Swaffham 

Advertiser, The Downham Market Advertiser, British Sugar, Fix up My Appliance, Little Daisies, Kent and Osborne and 

various parents who also generously donate.  

We are always on the lookout for sponsors, so if you know of any person or business that 

would like to donate please get in contact with the below contact. Anything from match balls 

to kit would be greatly appreciated. 

We have two more people who are wanting to attend Level 1 courses and this looks likely to 

happen by the end of the year. 

We are always on the lookout for players so if you want to join this friendly club please 

contact me. I hope the players and parents of all sides have a great season and that all coaches 

continue to strive for the morals of this club.  

Nathan McDonald 

nathanmcdonald36@aol.com  

Watlington Football Club 

SCOUTS and GUIDES 
2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Beavers , Cubs and Scouts 

Contact: Bob Keens (01553 810855 / b.keens@hotmail.com). 

 
Beavers (6-8 year olds) meet on Mondays 6 - 7.15pm; Cubs (8 - 10.5 year olds) meets on Wednesday 6.30-8pm 
Scouts (10.5 - 14 year olds). Currently closed. A new leader is required - Contact Bob Keens (details above). 
 
Rainbows. For girls aged five to seven. Currently closed. A new leader is required. 
Brownies. 6-7.15pm Thursdays. Contact: Brown Owl (Mandy Randle; 01366 388554 / mark.randle@tesco.net). 
Guides. Meet at Runcton Holme Scout Hut 7.30-9pm Thursdays.  

Contact: Guide Leader (Sarah Mack; 01366 501942 / sarahjmack@hotmail.co.uk). 

All meetings at Runcton Holme Scout Hut next to the school in Runcton Holme.  
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Imagine a world without colour. A zebra, chess board, piano key world, 50 shades of grey world … ahem … Perhaps not! Black 

and white seem to be ‘friendly rivals’ – both complementing and contrasting with each other wherever we look. According to 

scientists, black is the absence of colour and white is a mixture of all colours. To the contrary, artists hold that white is the 

absence of colour and black is actually a colour – confused.com! As stunning as they can be (I often choose to take photo-

graphs in B&W), a ‘rainbow-less’ planet would surely be as drab as a second-rate pre-war B-movie … (by the way, ‘The Raven’ 

made in 1935 starring Boris Karloff is allegedly the very first B-movie). While we’re on the subject of the silver screen (so called 

because early cinema screens were coated with silver paint to make the projected images more defined) and seeking an 

opportunity to tie in with this quarter’s theme! - ‘Technicolor’ was coined by a company of the same name and described their 

process of dying film to make colour prints from black and white ones. This was quicker than the original method of colouring 

each frame by hand! Perhaps the most famous film to use this method was ‘The Wizard of Oz’ (1939).  

Incidentally, the most common name for the ‘science’ (physics to be precise) of colour is chromatics. Now, in 

simpl(ish) terms, colour is merely part of light that can be reflected, refracted, transmitted and absorbed. This 

occurs when light shines on (or through) an object … some colours bounce off it and others are captured 

(absorbed). We see the colours that are bounced off (reflected). Transmission refers to the effect on light 

passing through a transparent or translucent material and refraction is related to how the angles change 

when it moves from one clear material to another (ever reached through the water to pick up a stone from a 

stream only to discover it’s never quite where we think it is?). The human eye distinguishes different colours 

based on the sensitivity of retina cells to the shades and wavelengths of the colours. In the art world, ‘tints’ refer to adding 

white to a base colour while ‘shade’ is to do with adding black. This, of course is all very non-expert – so for those who intend 

to geek further, this site is a good starting point: www.raysofcolor.com/colour/definition.html 

 In keeping with my usual format let’s look at some fun facts and trivia! 

 According to the findings of several global marketing surveys, the overwhelming international colour favourite is blue! 

(40% chose variants of this colour) with the least popular being oranges and yellows. 

 Yellow plus red equals hunger! Just think of the fast food giants who use this colour combination – Finger-lickin’ good? 

I’m lovin’ it! 

 Fear of colour(s) - possibly originating from a negative, even distressing past event - is commonly known as  

chromophobia. 

 Back in Medieval times, there was a period when artists were prohibited from using a precious blue pigment, other  

than to paint the robes worn by Jesus and Mary. 

 Allegedly, men and women see the world differently: she sees crimson, burgundy and tomato red while he just sees 

‘red’ (in the passive sense!). Research conducted at Arizona State University has determined that men have less ability to 

distinguish the red-orange spectrum. Also, women are often superior at differentiating between close ranges of colours. 

Knew it - and that’s why I leave the decorating to my better half! 

 The colour wheel was invented by Sir Isaac Newton. Red, yellow and blue were labelled the primary 

colours – all other colours were formed by mixing shades of these. Neutral tones – black, white, beige, 

brown, grey, etc do not appear in the wheel.  

 According to the Ladies’ Home Journal article in 1918 (Not, we hasten to add, The Watlington Gossip!), 

blue was associated with boys and pink with girls because the ‘accepted rule is stronger blue for boys 

and daintier, prettier pink for girls’. Ouch!  

 Bulls do not charge for a red cloth – this is a myth … it’s not the colour - it’s because the cloth is moving. 

Simple as that! 

 Rainbows – possibly nature’s most beautiful sight is caused by refraction and dispersion of the sun’s light by water 

droplets in the atmosphere. Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet (remembered mnemonically as 

Richard of York gave battle in vain!). [Ed - A Royal Blue Vein no doubt!] 

 We must include ultraviolet, while we’re on the subject of colour. As it turns out, bees can detect patterns of ultraviolet 

wavelengths contained within flower petals, pointing out the treasure trove of nectar awaiting them! 

 Blue, yellow, black, green and red are the Olympic rings; the colours appear on all the national flags of the world.  

 And finally … colours don’t actually exist. You heard! They are simply results of our brain making sense of ‘signals’. I call it 

‘blue’ and so do you … but I might ‘see’ blue whereas you ‘see’ what I see it as red … we both call it ‘blue’, though … wow! 

 The irony of it – all this on a monochrome page!              Andy Prior 
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Elaine’s Vegblog 
 24th June 

Hello dear vegbloggers, an early one 

this week as we are very busy. Having 

done so many jobs we just have to tidy up, so are having 

a rare unsociable weekend. My darling undergardener had 

his day planned- yes you’ve guessed -problem! 

Oh woe there is a leak coming from the bathroom 

(directly over the lovely new kitchen) so it’s out with the 

gunk gun and scraper. Think I will go and see Dad lol.  

I have to tackle THE AIRING CUPBOARD almost as 

bad as under the sink. There will probably be loads of 

friendless ancient socks. Thank heavens for the rag bag 

(all goes to Cats Protection for them to sell.)  

Veg all progressing nicely, we had some courgettes this 

week. Looks like we have some baby squashes and there 

are already a few green beans. The samphire was a no go 

but do have some seeds left so will have another go next 

sowing season. I need yet more compost as have some 

sweet peppers to go into large tubs-never had much luck 

with these so am cossetting them! For those who know 

Dad, pleased to say he has had a good report from his 

consultant- treatment going well. Enjoy the rest of the 

weekend dear friends – I can delay the inevitable no  

longer!  xx  

2nd July 

Hello dear vegbloggers. Late today as have just spent a 

brilliant evening and afternoon with Jackie and Nick. 

Lovely food at the new Thai restaurant in Gaywood and 

one of those magic evenings of fun and friendship. Oh 

and wine -of course! So very late to bed–and then a big 

breakfast treat at Carousel Cafe- Yum.  

We were supposed to go to a jazz concert this afternoon 

but were too lazy to budge. Very sociable this weekend 

as Friday night out at the Social club- sampling the new 

menu- amazing value!  

Well the veg are just growing and growing- the corn is 

not yet as high as an elephant’s eye but could face down 

a Shetland pony! Picked and froze the first crop of green 

beans in the week and have had some more courgettes. 

Some of the winter peas had gone a bit wrinkly so they 

are drying out to go in a soup or stew. 

Loads of tomatoes- just need a bit more sun to ripen 

them. Still have a few bits to pot on and as it’s July it’s 

time to sow for Autumn.  

A week of change for Watlington as the local the Angel 

changes hand - good luck to Mandy with her new 

venture. I hope the pub continues to do well -special 

place for me as it is where the undergardener and I met, 

became friends- and the rest is history! Enjoy this lovely 

evening dear friends. xx 

Elaine Carpenter 

Elaine’s Blog is online at https://elainesvegblog.wordpress.com 

Watlington Gossip’s 75th Issue  
The first ever issue of the “Watlington Gossip” came out 

in the Spring of 1999 after several months of intensive 

preparation. The title of the new magazine was chosen  

as a result of a competition held at the Watlington First 

School and won by Miss Helen Rodwell who received a 

prize. (A book token if I remember rightly) 

Initially there were 26 advertisers of whom 5 still advertise 

with us. (We now have 70 regular advertisers)   

There were initially 7 members of the Gossip team of 

whom 3,  Jean Golding, Peter Ryder and Brenda Leedell 

are still on the team.   

Looking back at the first issue, the only two Councillors 

still serving on the Parish Council from 1999 are Jean 

Golding and Brenda Leedell.  

The formation of the Millennium Green Trust and the 

purchase of the land from Enterprise Inns was a major 

talking point.   

There were several interesting articles which may form 

the basis of new items in the near future.   

It is now over 18 years since Issue 1 when most articles 

and letters were hand written and had to be typed onto a 

basic PC.   

Below is a copy of the first cover page; I wonder how 

many can remember it.   
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Jim’s Monthly Collection Box  

The monies collected in the charity box on the counter 
in the Watlington Post Office Store are donated 
specifically to local charities. 

May 2017 £61 Watlington Youth Football Cub 
June 2017 £61 Watlington Young Players 
July 2017  £84 Millennium Green Trust 

Thanks to all the customers who contributed. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance. 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
Downham and District Branch 

New members will be welcome 
 to join this branch. 

You do not need to be ex-service personnel to 
join this friendly band of folk. 

Open to All 

For further details please see our website: 

www.downham-rbl.org.uk/ 

Community Noticeboard 

Norfolk County Council 

Highways Rangers 

The Highway Rangers carry out minor highway 

maintenance and streetscene improvements. 

These can include: 

 Trimming overgrown vegetation from a road 

or footway 

 Clearing mud and soil from the road (non 

urgent) 

 Hand sweeping roads or pavements 

 Soil and seeding verges 

 Cutting verge grass 

 Cleaning out highways ditches, gullies and 

offlets 

 Washing signs, bollards or reflector posts 

 Repairing minor kerb damage and footway 

surface defects 

 Basic repairing, removing obstruction and 

some cutting and clearing where necessary on 

adopted networks 

Please contact the Parish Clerk know if there are 

any areas which you feel should be reported. 

(Contact details page 34) 
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50 Years Of TV Annoyances 
It’s 50 years since the BBC introduced colour television to Britain. The first major broadcast to go out covered  

Wimbledon 1967 on BBC2, although it took some time for coverage to reach the whole of the UK and for all 

programmes to be made in colour. 

On 15th November 1969, colour broadcasting went live on the remaining two channels, BBC1 and ITV, which were 

in fact more popular than BBC2. Only about half of the national population was brought within the range of colour 

signals by November 1969. Full nationwide coverage was not achieved until 1976. The technical advances have 

been immense in the last 50 years - who remembers TV sets coming with vertical and horizontal control knobs? 

We all have our favourite programmes and our pet hates. Here are just a few of the annoying things that occur  

time and time again... 

 
1. Title sequences that go on for ever into the film or show, listing squillions of Executive Producers or  

Co-Executive producers that you’ve no idea who they are. 

2. Over- intrusive background music on dialogue, even sometimes on picture sequences. I recently watched 

a programme about volcanoes, which are quite happy to provide their own soundtrack, but this one was  

accompanied by music rising to a crescendo of ridiculousness. Talking of dialogue, even the Beeb has had  

to put up it’s hand and say “Sorry, we got the sound mix wrong” more than once recently.  

3. Two people are talking in the street and the camera tracks around and around them. Why? It’s just so  

distracting - we know it’s two people having a head to head talk. 

4. The dramatic phone ring moment. The phone rings and our hero stares at it for an age and puts on the  

“Who can that be expression”. No, just answer the damn thing like everybody else. 

5. Our police hero has been doing all the leg work to track the dangerous criminal, who is finally cornered in  

an old derelict building with multiple exits. So our hero goes in. No you don’t - you call for back-up to make 

sure you catch the perp. 

6. Our hero is worried there might be someone in the flat, so they enter but don’t turn on the lights. Well if 

there’s somebody in there and the lights are off they are going to be much better adjusted to the darkened 

scene. Turn on the lights! 

7. You’re watching a film and the director decides to move the storyline forward with an action sequence.  

Suddenly there’s a song belting out at twice the volume of the rest of the film and you have to dive for the 

remote to avoid the neighbours banging on the wall. 

8. The end comes to an satisfying or emotional programme and the continuity announcer blares out at you 

“Coming up next, Baking Jam Sandwiches in Celebratory Chefs!” or something similar. Stop it. My tip - watch 

on a catch-up service and you can avoid that nonsense. 

9. An ad break comes up and yet again the TV blares out at you. Especially annoying if the programme has  

been a little bit boring and you are awoken from a gentle snooze! 

10. Watching a documentary why is the first 4 or 5 minutes taken up with a summary of the programme? 

A minute or two maybe. If you are watching it as a recording the easiest thing is just 

to fast forward until the main programme title pops up - you won’t miss anything. 

 

Well, we all moan and groan about something on TV, usually different things,  

so perhaps they’re not doing too bad after all! 
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J & J TREE SERVICES LTD 
COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE TREE  

CONTRACTORS  
Tree Surgery, Maintenance and Felling 

Hedge Management, Site Clearance 
Stump Grinding/Removal 

 Wood Chippings, Mulch, Delivered 
Fully Insured/Fully Qualified  

Free Quotations 

Office: 01485 600647  

Mobile 07930718183 

St Marys Bed and Breakfast 
St Marys Lodge,  Church Road 

Wiggenhall St Mary,  King’s Lynn,  PE34 3EH 
4 star accommodation  

in comfortable and peaceful surroundings 

Fully Ensuite Rooms 

WiFi      Safe Car Parking 

Contact Simon or Scilla Ash 

Tel: 01553 617469       Mob:  0777 165 8422 

scillaash@hotmail.co.uk 

www.stmarysbandb.co.uk  

S. K. SERVICES 
Gardening - design and landscaping 

Patios    Decking    Ponds  

Fencing - domestic and security 

Painting and Decorating - Interior/Exterior 

Roof cleaning - sealing and colouring 

Tel:  0771 2893277 

email:  skservices66@gmail.com 

Qualified Chiropodist 
HPC Registered. 

J.E. McCaffrey M.S.S.Ch. M.B.C.Ha. 

Clinic:  15b Blackfriars Street,  King's Lynn. 

Tel: 01366 388839 / 01553 691574 

Home visits available in the  

Downham Market, King's Lynn  

and surrounding areas,  

up to approximately 25 mile radius. 
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You Can Help Us 

Please tell our advertisers if you found them 

in the Gossip.  

Not everyone wants, for various reasons, to pay out for  

an internet connection that, they don’t want or cannot 

afford.   Access can however save unnecessary trips into 

town to visit the Library to use their computers or maybe 

deal with the BCKLWN, book theatre tickets etc, saving 

on train/bus fares or fuel.  

However, there is a source of FREE access if you use the 

CIP (Community Information Point) which is available in 

the Parish Council Office at various published times 

during the week. 

GOOD NEWS!  The CIP computer is about to receive 

an upgrade, which will make it faster and more secure.   

A new printer is also in the pipeline. 

Here are some comments from a villager who has used the CIP 

regularly in the recent past.  

“ One of the most widespread activities in the country is 

searching for gainful employment.  Nowadays, this 

requires expensive technology and not everyone has the 

resources. 

The Parish Council Office is a resource that can help.  

Free internet availability is now essential for all jobseekers 

and those unable to travel to libraries have cause to 

welcome its existence.   

Not everyone wants (or wants to afford) to get on-line. 

Local authority economies have decreed that old 

technology is used for these purposes, despite its need for 

regular updating for optimum performance.  The facilities 

on offer free-of-charge are frequently under-resourced, 

using old or even obsolete versions of critical searching 

software which are often unable to complete the task.  

(See GOOD NEWS above) 

One of the drawbacks of relying on benefit is that you get 

to appreciate how much is taken for granted.  Everyone 

has broadband, don't they?  A smart phone and a car?  

Such things are a prerequisite for employment in some 

instances. 

For those of us that don't, a local and free internet hub is 

critical for job searching.  It is a mandatory undertaking as 

part of receiving benefit to get on-line daily and apply for 

work. 

Fortunately, the local Parish Council Office has a 

computer you can use completely free.  When use of the 

train becomes regularly necessary, your benefit will feel 

the strain, so why bother? 

You may even get a cup of tea into the bargain.” 

Community Information 
Point (CIP) 

 What is it?        Where is it? 
It is a computer with internet access, 

provided by the Borough Council in rural situations to 

enable villagers to access services without having to travel 

into town.   

For example:  

You can pay your Council Tax (bring your debit/credit card) or 

inform the Council of a change in your circumstances. 

Order an extra recycling bin or arrange a bulky item collection.   

Check on a planning application or comment on an application in 

your area.    

Access Jobseekers website  

Access the LILY Directory on line, (see page 30) 

The above is just a small sample of services that you 

can access through your CIP. 

Parish Council Office and  
CIP Computer  

FREE Internet Access  - Available in Watlington! 

 

Where and what’s the object pictured below? 

Answer on page 35. 

Your CIP is situated in the Watlington Parish Council 

Office which is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am to 

1pm.  Help is available if required. If you prefer to use 

your own laptop or tablet, then that’s fine. For more in-

formation pick up a leaflet in the Parish Council Office.  
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September 2017 

07 - Parish Council 7pm  

12 - WI:  Fens Falconry  

16 - Village Screen Their Finest 7.30pm 

22 - Rainbow Café : Supporting MacMillan 09.30-Noon  

October 2017 

07 - Village Hall Quiz 7.30pm 

10 - WI: Protecting the Royals with DS Reeve  

14 - Church Harvest Supper 7.00pm 

19 - Parish Council 7pm 

21 - Tapping House Coffee Morning 10.00 -Noon 

21 - Village Screen The Sense of an Ending 7.30pm 

26 - 28 Watlington Players The Crucible 7.30pm 

27 - Rainbow Café 09.30 - Noon 

November 2017 

07 - Gossip Issue 76 deadline 

11 - Church Quiz Night 7.30pm 

14 - WI: Annual Meeting & Quiz  

18 - Pre-School Bingo Night 7.30pm 

18 - Village Screen Going in Style 7.30pm 

24 - Rainbow Café: Countdown to Xmas 09.30 - Noon 

30 - Parish Council 7pm 

December 2017 

02 - Church Christmas Craft Fayre 2pm - 4.30pm 

03 - Pre-School Xmas Craft Fayre 10.00 - Noon 

Wednesday Club Events listing on Page 23 

Email events to watgossipeditor@gmail.com 

Coming Events (At the Village Hall unless stated)   Useful Telephone Numbers  

Parish Council  -  Village Hall Office 01553 810777 
Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter; The Old School House, High Street, 

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, PE33 9SF 01366 502165  

/ 07941 105 697 watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 

Ms R Beeby  01553 811999 rachel_e_beeby@hotmail.co.uk  

Mrs T Bradley  01553 811243 terrytab52@icloud.com 

Mrs J Golding  01553 811362 jean@goldings.biz (Chairman) 

Ms A King  01553 810431 alexandraking@yahoo.co.uk 

Mrs B Leedell 01553 810848 kgbj@dell4277.plus.com 

Mr A Prior   01553 810863 priorap1@gmail.com 

Mrs K Smith  01553 409528 ksmith.pg@hotmail.com 

Mr P Smith  01553 409528 psmith.uk@hotmail.com 

Mr A Wiles  01553 810555 alan.p.wiles@btopenworld.com 

(2 vacancies) 

Borough Council: 01553 616200 

Borough Councillor: Peter Hodson 01366 382727 

County Council: 0344 800 8020 

County Councillor: Brian Long 01945 430169 

Elizabeth Truss MP:  01842 766155  

elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk 

Medical Centre: 01553 810253 

 Emergency (out of hours) 111 

 Pharmacy 01553 811045 

 Health Visitor: 01366 389249 

 Patients Group: 01553 810201 (Val Dagnall) 

Hospital: 01553 613613 

Community School: 01553 810468 

Pre-School: 01553 811035 

Under 5s: 01553 810608  

Village Hall Bookings: 0300 3110234 

Watlington Players Box Office: 0845 052 9645 

Sports & Social Club: 01553 810171 

Churchwarden: John Murfitt 01553 811086 

Churchwarden: Barbara Church 01553 810584 or 

barbarachurch@phonecoop.coop 

Angel Pub & Restaurant 01553 811326 

Post Office Stores: 01553 810263 

Rodwell’s Fish & Chips: 07943 844133 

Police: Non-emergency 101 

Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency: 0800 783 8838 

Public Road Water Leak: Anglian Water  0800 771 881 

Street Light Faults: 0344 800 8008 

For links to local websites use our website 

www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk 

Regular Club Bookings at the Village Hall 

Badminton: Weekly  Wednesday Evening   01553 810584 

                               

Carpet Bowls: Weekly  Tuesday Evening & 

 Thursday Morning         01553 811439 

 

Short Mat Bowls:  Weekly  Monday Evening & 

 Friday Afternoon           01553 813400 

 

Under5s: Weekly    Wednesday Morning    01553 810608 

 

Wednesday Club:   Fortnightly     Wednesday Afternoon                                      

 01553 810584 

 

WI: Monthly   Tuesday Evening     01553 810407 

 

Watlington Players: Weekly   Friday Evenings 

                                                     

Watlington Young Players:  Weekly   Friday Evening                                                    

 01553 810732 
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What Is It? 

The picture on page 
33 is of the winding 
mechanism for the 

church clock. 

Watlington Summer 2017 

Pictures (From the top) 

Presentation Night for Watlington Football Club 

Auctioneer David Palmer at the WI’s Open Night 

Watlington Young Players Doctor Dolittle Junior Cast 

Wednesday Club v  Millennium Green Trust Petanque 

WI Arrangement at The Flower Festival 

Pooches at the Grand Fete 



 

36 


